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The person who
says it cannot be
done should not

interrupt the per-
son who is doing it. 

–Chinese Proverb

NEW DELHI: The Leh Apex
Body (LAB) and Kargil Demo-
cratic Alliance (KDA) on
Thursday announced a Sep-
tember 19-24 padyatra in
Ladakh after their talks with
the Union Home Ministry
'failed' to make progress, with
LAB chairman Chering Dorjey
Lakruk expressing anguish
over the "differential treat-
ment" meted out to protesters
in Ladakh compared with
those in Delhi.

The delegation met the
Home Ministry on Wednes-
day, its first meeting with offi-
cials in about four months, ex-
pecting discussions on a draft
for a “tailor-made” governance
structure for Ladakh.

Climate activist and Leh
Apex Body (LAB) member
Sonam Wangchuk said the
talks were "cordial", but the
government had not re-
sponded to the list of non-ne-
gotiables submitted by the
groups, including a gover-
nance arrangement in which
an elected assembly would be

above the bureaucracy and
have control over law and or-
der.

"We expected a unique,
tailor-made governance
model. We had given them the
details and drafts, but this
meeting was a repeat of the last
meeting," Wangchuk said. The
delegation said they post-
poned a planned march on
September 10 to hold talks
with the MHA. Wangchuk
shared that they would now

wait for about a week for an as-
surance before deciding on a
larger agitation.

Ladakh MP Mohammad
Haneefa, while reiterating that
the delegation expected the
government to provide a draft
that could be discussed, also
flagged a disconnect between
the MHA and the UT adminis-
tration, saying the latter ap-
peared to be taking major de-
cisions even as the Home
Ministry was engaging with

the LAB and Kargil Demo-
cratic Alliance (KDA).

“While the MHA is show-
ing sincerity, the UT adminis-
tration seems to be going in an-
other direction. Major
decisions are being taken,” Ha-
neefa said. He said the chief
secretary's press conference in
Leh after the meeting further
added to the impression that
the administration was mov-
ing in a different direction.

Lakruk focused on what he
saw as a stark difference in the
treatment of protesters in
Ladakh and Delhi. "We con-
demn the excesses against stu-
dents on July 20. But compare
that with Ladakh, we feel there
is a huge difference," he said.

Lakruk alleged that an AK-
47 was fired during the Sep-
tember 24 violence despite
protesters being unarmed and
questioned why the incident
had not generated the same
level of concern. "We are trib-
als, so our lives are cheap?" he
questioned.

He also uP11

Apex-KDA announces Sep 19-24 padyatra 
after MHA talks fail to make progress NEW DELHI: Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi on
Thursday hailed the Indian
space sector and Indian
Space Research Organisa-
tion (ISRO), calling for
global cooperation and sus-
tainability at the Interna-
tional Space Summit in
Paris.

Addressing the summit
virtually, PM Modi high-
lighted the message of Va-
sudhaiva Kutumbakam,
calling for cooperation in ex-
ploration, innovation, and
protecting space. Hailing
global trust in ISRO, he
noted that more than 430
satellites from 34 countries
have travelled to space
aboard Indian rockets.

The Prime Minister
said, “For centuries, space
has inspired our imagina-
tion. Today, it shifts life on
Earth. From climate and
crops to oceans and com-
munities. The promise of
space is infinite. Our re-
sponsibility is collective. As
orbits become more
crowded, tech more power-
ful and actors more numer-
ous, our choices must be

clear: cooperation over con-
frontation, sustainability
over short-term gain, inclu-
sion over exclusion. India's
approach is rooted in Va-
sudhaiva Kutumbakam,
that is, one Earth, one family,
one future. The spirit must
now travel beyond Earth.”

He noted that India sup-
ports safe and sustainable
development in the space
sector, anchored in dialogue
and multilateral coopera-
tion.

“We support a safe, se-
cure, peaceful and sustain-
able space domain anchored
in international law, dia-
logue and multilateral coop-
eration. Scientific data must
serve the common good

with openness and integrity.
India’s space journey re-
flects this philosophy; ISRO,
which stands at the heart of
this journey, has earned
global admiration for its ex-
cellence and cost-effective
missions. 

Its capabilities serve
farmers and fishermen,
weather forecasting, disas-
ter management, and navi-
gation. More than 430 satel-
lites from 34 countries have
travelled to space aboard In-
dian rockets. ISRO's tech-
nology and partnership
serve not only India but the
wider world. Behind this
global trust, there is dedica-
tion and hard work of gen-
erations of Indian scientists,
engineers and technicians,”
he said.

Lauding the Chan-
drayaan-3 and Aditya L1
missions, he reiterated that
India aims to establish an
Indian space station by
2035 and send a person to
the Moon by 2040.

“Chandrayaan-3 made
India the first nation to land
near the lunar south pole.
Aditya-L1 is uP11

30+ Satellites, 34 Nations: Modi Hails 
ISRO at International Space Summit

Nepal floods: Toll 
climbs to 1,377; 
5,000 missing
KATHMANDU: The death
toll due to the flash floods in
Nepal rose to 1,377 on Thurs-
day as more bodies were re-
covered from the affected dis-
tricts, while rescue and
search operations continue
for more than 5,000 missing
people, authorities said.

At least 364 bodies have
been recovered from Chitwan
district, 228 from Nawal-
parasi East, 222 from Nawal-
parasi West and 198 from
Nuwakot, according to the
National Disaster Risk Re-
duction and Management
Authority (NDRRMA).

Similarly, 178 bodies
have been recovered from
Rasuwa, 77 from Gorkha, 70
from Dhading and 38 from
Tanahu, it said. Two flood
victims died during treat-
ment in Kathmandu.

The joint command of se-
curity personnel has contin-
ued search and rescue opera-
tions for the missing people,
estimated to be 5,130. So far,
13,656 people have uP11

NEW DELHI: Banking serv-
ices, including cash with-
drawals and deposits at pub-
lic sector banks, are likely to
be affected on Friday as bank
employees’ and officers’
unions observe a nationwide
strike demanding a five-day
working week and resolution
of other long-pending issues.

The September 11 bank
strike could impact banking
operations for four days in
several parts of the country,
with Saturday and Sunday be-
ing bank holidays. In some
states, the disruption could
extend further as September
14 is a holiday on account of
Ganesh Chaturthi. Most public
sector banks have already
alerted customers about the
possible impact of the strike
on branch operations and

services.
The United Forum of

Bank Unions (UFBU), an um-
brella body of seven bank em-
ployees’ and officers’ unions,
has also threatened a three-
day nationwide strike from
September 28, coinciding
with the half-yearly closure.

The demand for a five-day
banking week has remained
unresolved for a long time.
Even during conciliation
meetings before the Chief
Labour Commissioner, the
government did not give any
commitment on its imple-
mentation.

“Hence, the agitation has
been forced on the unions due
to the actions of the govern-
ment and management,” said
Rupam Roy, general secretary
of the All India Bank uP11

Bank strike today as unions 
demand 5-day work week

Article 371 talks advance, direct election 
proposed for Ladakh UT body: CS Kundra

n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

LEH: Chief Secretary
Ladakh Ashish Kundra on
Thursday said the September
9 meeting between Ladakh
leaders and the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) marked
a further step in the ongoing

dialogue on constitutional
safeguards, with consensus
emerging on the constitution
of a UT-level body under Arti-
cle 371 through direct elec-
tions from constituencies.

Briefing the media on the
outcome of the meeting, in
which representatives of the

Apex Body and Kargil Demo-
cratic Alliance (KDA) partici-
pated, Kundra said the dis-
cussion on the proposed
UT-level body was taken for-
ward in continuation of the
decision reached at the July 3
meeting.

He said the participants

were specifically asked to de-
liberate on whether the pro-
posed body should be consti-
tuted through direct elections
from constituencies or indi-
rect elections through the
LAHDCs. The representa-
tives of the Apex Body and
KDA were unanimous that
the UT-level body should be
directly elected through con-
stituencies, and agreement
was reached on the issue.

Kundra said the broader
objective of the ongoing dem-
ocratic dialogue was to secure
protection for Ladakh's land,
culture, heritage, mineral re-
sources, environment and
employment.

He noted that employ-
ment protection had uP11

“ MHA seeks clari-
ty on powers of
proposed body
and LAHDCs;
October meeting
to take process
towards draft;
Kundra urges
leaders to proj-
ect positivity

n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

LEH: The Ministry of Jal
Shakti has called for a
stronger push towards sus-
tainable water security and
improved sanitation in
Ladakh, directing officials to
explore new Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion (JJM) schemes for
newly established house-
holds in tribal habitations
and to intensify monitoring
of drinking-water sources,
waste-management facili-
ties and water-quality sur-
veillance.

The directions were is-
sued during a detailed re-
view meeting on the imple-
mentation of the Jal Jeevan
Mission and Swachh Bharat
Mission-Grameen (SBM-G)
in Ladakh, chaired by Kamal
Kishore Soan, IAS, Addi-
tional Secretary and Mission
Director (NJJM & SBM),
Department of Drinking
Water and Sanitation, Min-
istry of Jal Shakti.

The review assumed
particular significance for
Ladakh, where the sustain-
ability of water sources re-
mains a major challenge.
During the meeting, Soan
specifically sought details on
the mechanism for extend-
ing JJM coverage to newly
established households in
tribal villages and directed
officials to examine the feasi-
bility of new schemes and
prepare Detailed Project Re-
ports to meet the water re-
quirements of such habita-
tions. He assured that
necessary support and sanc-
tion would be considered to
facilitate the initiative.

The Ministry also
stressed that expanding tap-
water infrastructure must be
accompanied by sustained
attention to the quality and
long-term availability of wa-
ter sources. Soan directed
officials to undertake post-
monsoon testing of drink-
ing-water sources for both
quality and quantity, includ-
ing assessment of source
yield, while ensuring timely
completion of ongoing JJM
works.

The meeting reviewed
the progress of JJM in
Ladakh, including Func-
tional Household Tap Con-
nections, physical and finan-
cial progress of schemes,
Har Ghar Jal uP11

Jal Shakti Ministry pushes water security, 
sanitation reforms in UT Ladakh

Fresh JJM schemes
for newly established

tribal households
proposed; focus on

source sustainability,
waste management

and water-quality
surveillance

Prince Rahim 
Aga Khan V 
meets PM Modi
NEW DELHI: Prince
Rahim Aga Khan V, 50th
Imam of the Ismaili Muslims,
on Thursday met Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and the
two held discussions on In-
dia's partnership with the
Aga Khan Development Net-
work (AKDN) in agriculture
and rural development,
among other areas.

Prince Rahim Aga Khan
V is visiting India from Sep-
tember 9 to 15 following an
invitation from Vice Presi-
dent C P Radhakrishnan.

"Happy to meet His
Highness Prince Rahim Aga
Khan V. Fondly uP11

n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

KARGIL: Veteran political
leader and former Member
of Parliament Haji Moham-
mad Hassan Commander,
who had the distinction of
being the first elected MP
from Kargil, died on

Wednesday at his ancestral
village of Pashkum in Kargil.
He was a prominent figure in
the region's political and
public life for several
decades.

His death has triggered
an outpouring of condo-
lences across Ladakh, partic-
ularly in Kargil, with politi-
cal leaders, religious bodies
and social organisations re-
membering him for his long
public service and contribu-
tion to the region.

Haji Mohammad Has-
san Commander was a pio-
neer of the Congress in
Kargil and remained closely
associated with the party's
political activities through-
out his career. uP11

Haji Mohd Hassan Commander, 
first MP from Kargil, dies at Pashkum

n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

LEH: Long-distance runner
Sufiya Sufi is brimming with
confidence as she prepares to
defend her Ladakh Silk Route
Ultra Marathon title, with her
sights set on winning this
year's race in record time.

A five-time Guinness
World Records holder in
long-distance running, Sufi is
upbeat about her chances and
says her familiarity with
Ladakh gives her added confi-
dence ahead of the race.

Her Guinness records in-
clude an ultra run from Kash-
mir to Kanyakumari in 2019,
the 6,000-km Golden
Quadrilateral challenge in
2020, three runs from Man-
ali to Leh, a run across Qatar

and, most recently, a 5,000-
km run from Kanyakumari to
the Karakoram Pass.

"Ladakh is very close to
my heart because it's been
more than five years I'm com-
ing to Ladakh, doing my own
running challenges and it's
been three years I'm doing

Silk Route Ultra and last year
I was a winner. I am very opti-
mistic and eager to defend my
title. This time I will go with a
record timing," Sufi told here
on Thursday.

Sufi said she decided to
participate despite being ad-
vised against taking on ultra-
long distances so frequently.

"I recently did 5000 Kms
from Kanyakumari to
Karakoram Pass and after
that I was advised that I
shouldn't run so much. But
Ladakh is very close to my
heart so I do not want to miss
this chance. And it will be my
third time at SRU and I'm so
much excited. It's like festival
for me. And the vibes this
marathon gives you, it means
a lot," she said.uP11

No sports background, didn't run 100m before 
2017: Sufiya eyes 122 km Ladakh Ultra Defence

Scientists flag alarming changes in Ladakh Himalaya, 
seek stronger research-based conservation measures

n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

LEH: The fragile Himalayan
ecosystem of Ladakh is facing
mounting challenges from
climate change, declining
snowfall, natural hazards and
invasive species, experts cau-
tioned at the Annual Day
2026 celebration of the

Ladakh Regional Centre
(LRC) of the G.B. Pant Na-
tional Institute of Himalayan
Environment (NIHE) here on
Thursday.

The event, which also fea-
tured the 7th Pandit Govind
Ballabh Pant Popular Lec-
ture, brought together scien-
tists, academicians, govern-

ment officials and students
for discussions on the rapidly
changing Himalayan envi-
ronment and the need for
stronger scientific interven-
tions to safeguard the region's
ecological security.

The programme began
with ceremonial lamp light-
ing, followed by a welcome
address and an institutional
progress briefing by Dr.
Sandipan Mukherjee, Re-
gional Head, NIHE-LRC. Dr.
P.K. Garg introduced the
keynote speaker.

Delivering the keynote
popular lecture, Prof. Gh.
Jeelani, Professor uP11

NEW DELHI: Union Com-
merce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal on Thursday
called for an accelerated In-
dia-Russia economic and in-
dustrial partnership, urging
businesses from both coun-
tries to work towards achiev-
ing the target of USD 100 bil-
lion in bilateral trade and
USD 50 billion in two-way in-
vestment by 2030.

Addressing the INNO-
PROM India 2026 Co-Chair
Plenary Session with Russian
Minister of Industry and
Trade Anton Alikhanov in
New Delhi, Goyal said the
targets set by the two Heads
of State would serve as a
measure of the performance
of both governments and

businesses.
Goyal said raising bilat-

eral trade from the current
level of around USD 60 bil-
lion to USD 100 billion would
require an additional USD 40
billion over the next four
years, translating into sus-
tained double-digit year-on-
year growth.

He stressed that achiev-
ing the target would require
significant efforts not only
from the two governments
but also from businesses on
both sides.

Highlighting the scope
for diversifying bilateral
trade, Goyal pointed to
strong growth in several In-
dian export categories.

Indian exports uP11

Goyal pushes India-Russia trade 
ties, targets USD 100 bn by 2030

7TH HIMALAYAN POPULAR LECTURE HELD BY LADAKH
REGIONAL CENTRE OF GB PANT NIHE HIGHLIGHTS
GROWING THREATS TO GLACIERS, WATER RESOURCES
AND FRAGILE HIGH-ALTITUDE ECOSYSTEMS


