Quotable

Want what you have and you
will always get what you want.

Th
J ~ Gautama Buddha

6 \ Earth News

Saturday, September 6, 2025 | LEH

India’s
Moment

t a time when much of the world economy is

caught in a spiral of stagnation, inflation, and

fractured politics, India is scripting a story that

ew dared to imagine even a decade ago. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s assertion that India is ready
to “help the world out of slow growth” is not empty rhet-
oric—it is a statement backed by hard numbers, bold re-
forms, and visible global impact. The contrast with the
past could not be starker. For decades, India watched
from the sidelines as opportunities of industrialisation,
digitisation, and modernisation slipped away. Govern-
ments hesitated, policies faltered, and the nation missed
the bus. Post-2014, that era decisively ended. Today, In-
dia is not merely on the bus of global growth—it is driving
it. Consider the facts. The Indian economy has become
the world’s fastest-growing major economy, on track to
be the third-largest within a few years. Its manufacturing
sector, once written off as uncompetitive, is today export-
ing everything from electric vehicles and locomotives to
advanced telecom technologies and defence hardware to
over 100 countries. The country that was once seen as a
land of cheap back-office services has now become a hub
for cutting-edge 5G and Al innovation. What changed?
The answer lies in one word: conviction. Reforms are
no longer ad hoc responses to crises; they are part of a
coherent vision—rooted in the “Reform, Perform, Trans-
form” mantra—that redefines India’s economic archi-
tecture. Simplification of GST, strengthening of banks,
digital revolution in governance, massive infrastructure
push—each of these reforms has unleashed new energy.
The message to global investors is unmistakable: India
is stable, reliable, and brimming with opportunity. But
India’s rise is more than an economic turnaround—it is
civilisational in scope. Self-reliance, once mocked as an
outdated slogan, has been reimagined as Atmanirbhar
Bharat: a confident, connected, and competitive India.
This is not about closing doors; it is about opening them
wider, on India’s own terms. It is about building capabil-
ities that not only serve 1.4 billion Indians but also meet
the needs of a turbulent world—from affordable health-
care and clean energy to digital solutions and resilient
supply chains. The global context makes India’s role even
more vital. Western economies remain burdened by debt
and ageing populations, China faces slowing growth and
declining trust, and large parts of the Global South are
struggling to recover from shocks. Amid this uncertainty,
India alone combines scale, speed, and stability. It offers
not just a huge consumer base but a workforce that is
skilled, youthful, and ambitious. This is why the world is
looking to India—not just for trade, but for leadership.
In forums from G20 to BRICS, India has consistently
stood up for fairness, inclusivity, and development-driv-
en growth. As it races towards its centenary of indepen-
dence in 2047, the vision of India as a developed nation
is not just an Indian dream—it is a global necessity. For
too long, India was seen as a nation of potential. Today, it
is a nation of performance. And tomorrow, it will be the
nation that redefines the global economy itself. The world
cannot afford to ignore this India—because India is no
longer waiting for history. It is making history.

PM Modiin SCO

ADRAMATICSHIFT

Donald Trump is already under severe criticism from his detractors including the
Opposition Democratic Party. His former NSA Jack Sullivan has come down heavily on
Trump for undoing the good work with India for over last three decades. Worse, critics
have accused Trump for torpedoing India-America relations for the sake of personal
business in Pakistan. Be that as they may, India seems to have changed sides too soon.
Despite professing strategic autonomy, India was moving closer to the democratic
world, America and Europe, but perhaps without fullest conviction. In a persistent par-
adox, the South Block in Delhi has somewhat overestimated the possibilities with China
and Russia while underestimating those with USA. That said, China is the most difficult
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t goes without saying that Prime Minister

Narendra Modi’s performance in the 25th

SCO Summit in Tianjin marked a dramatic

shift in India’s foreign policy. Such a sud-
den strategic turn has hardly been witnessed in
India’s foreign policy since 1947. During 80s
and 9os, ‘continuity and change’ was the stan-
dard norm in India’s foreign policy making.
During the Congress era, changing the foreign
policy structure created by the first Prime Min-
ister Jawaharlal Nehru was considered impru-
dent and impractical. Nehru was perceived to
be the architect of India’s foreign policy.

Admittedly, Nehru’s concept of Non-Align-
ment persists in one form or the other. Now it
is called strategic autonomy, multi-alignment,
Global South (solidarity) or Active Non-Align-
ment (mainly in Latin America). Nehru’s for-
eign policy, including Non-Alignment, after the
decline of Congress regime, has been subjected
to serious evaluation and coruscating criticism.
This is, however, not the intent today, to engage
in that exercise. Suffice to say that Narendra
Modi, with all his innovative ideas, has not dis-
carded lock, stock and barrel, the principle and
rhetoric of Non-Alignment. It is called strategic
autonomy. I have, in this column, engaging-
ly expressed the disappointment about Modi
somewhat following Nehru’s foreign policy
paradigm. Note that Modi’s regime has been
otherwise critical of Nehru'’s policies.

Tianjin drastically changed all that per-
ception some of us held since 2014. In Tianjin,
Modi jumped into the bandwagon of Sino-Rus-
sian camp and revived the dormant and inac-
tive Trilateral, Russia-India-China (RIC). From
the photo-opps and personal conduct, Modi
gave a clear message to the world that he is
seeking to firm-up the global alliance of these
three countries.

The bonhomie witnessed between Modi
and Putin — walking hand-in-hand to the sum-
mit, travelling in the same car, one-to-one
tete-a-tete upto 45 minutes demonstrated a
remarkable personal bond. Similar proxim-
ity, although a bit less warm, was noticed be-
tween Modi and Xi Jinping. Let us not forget
that Modi had experienced similar warmth
and closeness with American President Don-
ald Trump in his first term. It is another matter
that now the chemistry between the two has
gone off.

Therefore, it is evident in global geo-pol-
itics that hugs and handshakes, swings and
strolls (Wuhan and Sabarmati Riverfront) do
not change the focus on national interests.
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kettle of fish to deal with. Beijing thrives on deception drawing heavily on the Art of
War by Sun Tzu written in the 5th Century B.C. During Nehru’s time in 50s, Indians
were chanting slogans like Hindi-Chini Bhai-Bhai (Indian and Chinese are brothers).

They have not normalised the bilateralism be-
tween China and India. The military clashes be-
tween both countries in 2013, 2014, 2017 and
2020 confirm China’s growing belligerence on
the borders. The 2020 clashes that killed over
20 Indian soldiers happened after the meet-
ings in Wuhan and Sabarmati. In Tianjin, Modi
committed to “taking forward the ties... based
on mutual trust, respect and sensitivity”. Xi
Jinping called for the “Dragon (China) and the
Elephant (India) to come together”. Counting
the outcomes of Tianjin Summit, Modi secured
a consensus against terrorism. Significantly,
Tianjin Declaration included strong language
against cross-border terrorism. It condemned
the attack on civilians in Pahalgam and against
Pakistani forces in Balochistan. Remarkably,
there was common ground among the entire
SCO membership on the humanitarian crisis in
Gaza and in condemnation of US-Israeli strikes
on Iran. For the first time, Prime Minister Modi
proposed the construction of a Civilisation Di-
alogue Forum. In his speech, Modi proposed
the formation of such a dialogue in order to
enhance people-to-people ties in the SCO and
to have a platform for the member countries to
share their ancient civilisation, culture, tradi-
tions and literature.

Modi underlined the importance of con-
nectivity projects for overall development in
member countries. He, however, underscored
that such projects respect sovereignty, and ter-
ritorial integrity aligning with the fundamental
principle of the SCO Charter. Modi added that
“connectivity that bypasses sovereignty loses
trust and meaning.

The connectivity should not be meant only
for trade but also for fostering trade and devel-
opment”. That is why Modi cited the examples
of Chahbahar Port, The India-Middle East-Eu-

rope Economic Corridor (IMEC) to connect
North and South. However, as before, India
maintained its opposition to the paragraph in
the Declaration supporting China’s Belt and
Road Initiative.

While all the above constituted a ‘pro-
ductive’ visit to China as Modi described, he
skipped the SCO Plus Summit and the Victory
Day Parade. Whether it was deliberate or was
due to his preoccupation, Modi missed the op-
portunity for closer engagement with leaders
from India’s neighbourhood and Global South.
In any case, Modi’s China visit is globally dis-
cussed, thanks to the high-handed approach by
Donald Trump towards India. Modi’s sudden
switch to the above-mentioned trilateral RIC
was prompted by Trump’s 50 per cent tariff on
India and his ‘bullying’ India to avoid buying
Russian oil.

The big strategic question is, whether Modi
has reacted too soon and a bit much to Don-
ald Trump’s ‘capricious’ behaviour. What the
World witnessed in Tianjin masks the structur-
al contradictions between China and India and
overshadows the structural similarities and
shared realities between Delhi and Washing-
ton. The recent contretemps between Trump
Administration and Modi’s team, could be a
passing phase. Donald Trump is known for
changing his mind. He is seized with the bur-
den of ending the war in Ukraine. In this, he
wanted India’s support in cutting off the oil rev-
enue of Russia.

Donald Trump is already under severe crit-
icism from his detractors including the Oppo-
sition Democratic Party. His former NSA Jack
Sullivan has come down heavily on Trump for
undoing the good work with India for over last
three decades. Worse, critics have accused
Trump for torpedoing India-America relations

00 Years of Sangh Yatra: From the
past, through the present, to the future

A century-old movement brought together people from all walks of life for a landmark dialogue on values, education, and identity. The prestigious event
revisited the timeless wisdom of Deendayal Upadhyaya Ji, who, through his core concept of Ekatma Manav Darshan, offered a framework to evaluate the
Sangh’s journey from the past, through the present, and into the future—charting the path towards Integral Humanism, as Dr Mohan Bhagwat addressed
the movement’s history, present challenges, and envisioned pathways to strengthen society while harmonising tradition with contemporary aspirations
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eiterating the importance
and vitality of nation-build-
ing through individual devel-
pment—Vyakti-Nirman se
Rashtra-Nirman—a three-day lecture
series upon the completion of hun-
dred years of illustrious journey by
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh com-
menced in Vigyan Bhawan, Delhi. It
was a confluence of divergent ideas
and convergent goals. The primary
purpose was collective brainstorming,
orienting discourse, and designing a
roadmap for the future.

Vision and Mission in Con-
text

In the aforementioned three-day
Vyakhyanmala, the aims and ob-
jectives of the RSS were revisited.
Founded in 1925 by Dr Keshav Bali-
ram Hedgewar, RSS has played a cru-
cial role in eliminating discriminatory
practices, educating the marginalised,
participating in disaster management
efforts, providing social services, pro-

moting environmental equilibrium,
etc. These humanitarian and philan-
thropic initiatives have ensured great-
er inclusivity over the years. There’s
a growing need to keep up the efforts
and reject complacency.

In his comprehensive address,
Revered Sarsanghchalak Dr Mohan
Bhagwat quoted several verses from
the Vedic canon to describe the sig-
nificance of Dharma (Dhaarayati Iti
Dharmah) for youth. It comes at an
opportune moment when the world
is grappling with uncertainty. His
speech underscored striking a delicate
balance between Pravritti dharma
(outward path) and Nivritti dharma
(inner path). Emphasising the impor-
tance of self-discipline, Dr Bhagwat
cautioned against the repercussions
of Eurocentric wokeism, unbridled
global market forces and other -isms
on Bharatiya society. The cultural fab-
ric of the rashtra (not the nation-state)
must be protected and preserved by
future generations. For this, Sangh
shakha has an indispensable func-
tion to perform — transmission of the
Bharatiya ethos. While self-reliance

is appreciable, extreme individualism
can be fatal for humanity.

Integrating Traditional Val-
ues and Modern Practices

In the contemporary scenar-
io, Bharatiya Jnana Parampara has
acquired a unique place due to the
implementation of the National Ed-
ucation Policy 2020, which places a
premium on integrating traditional
values with modern requirements.
Creating an ideal citizen begins in the
classroom. Connecting mainstream
education with the Gurukul system
will elevate personality development.
Swadeshi, atmanirbharta and antyo-
daya are integral values of our society.
Everyone should have access to places
of worship and basic amenities. Sar-
sanghchalak Ji, in his address, focused
on adopting and inculcating best prac-
tices from everywhere without forget-
ting the roots of one’s native culture.
This frequent cultural amnesia often
leads to self-deprecation and an iden-
tity crisis. In order to become Vish-
waguru, we need to reclaim Bharat’s
glorious past, foster oneness and ac-

knowledge heterogeneity of ideas. A
positive approach is central to positive
outcomes. Therefore, giving a human
touch to knowledge and recognising
the strength of Hinduness, as per Sar-
sanghchalak Ji’s speech, can change
the world’s perspective towards our
country. Man-to-man contact, heart-
to-heart talk should be the key.

Breaking free from left-liber-
al Cultural Hegemony

The dominance of leftist ideology
over the years is clearly reflected in the
erstwhile policymaking and education
model. Wokeism is an offshoot of the
leftist propaganda machinery. Due to
the hegemonic framework of the com-
munist-capitalist binary, the society
has become extremely individualistic,
whereas the focus should be on self-
less leadership and service.

Co-ordination (Samanvaya) and
not conflict (Sangharsh) is the cor-
nerstone of Bharatiya values. As Dr
Hedgewar said and Sarsanghchalak Ji
quoted, “This life of mine is dedicat-
ed to the nation; concern for person-
al happiness shall be reserved for the

next birth.” Focus on regional princi-
ples, samskaras and imbibing virtues
will produce a free individual in the
true sense. Only through seamless di-
alogue and deliberation can we nego-
tiate solutions.

A New Horizon of Expecta-
tions

After one hundred years of inde-
fatigable journey, the way forward is
Charaiveti-Charaiveti.  Presumably,
there is a need to expand the dimen-
sions of work through constant re-
flection and introspection. The me-
dia has a bigger responsibility in this
endeavour. Unbiased coverage will
motivate others to join the cause of
nation-building,

As the event concluded, one of the
key takeaways was the engagement
with the Bharatiya diaspora and the
anticipated exchange with the neigh-
bouring countries.

A broad spectrum of vimarsh
is being executed to evaluate social
progress and identify problem areas.
This, indeed, lays the groundwork for
the next hundred years.

for the sake of personal business in Pakistan. Be
that as they may, India seems to have changed
sides too soon. Despite professing strategic au-
tonomy, India was moving closer to the demo-
cratic world, America and Europe, but perhaps
without fullest conviction. In a persistent par-
adox, the South Block in Delhi has somewhat
overestimated the possibilities with China and
Russia while underestimating those with USA.

That said, China is the most difficult kettle
of fish to deal with. Beijing thrives on deception
drawing heavily on the Art of War by Sun Tzu
written in the 5th Century B.C. During Nehru’s
time in 50s, Indians were chanting slogans like
Hindi-Chini Bhai-Bhai (Indian and Chinese
are brothers). That false euphoria evaporat-
ed in the war of 1962 which India lost, mainly
because Nehru did not anticipate and was un-
prepared for it. The story of betrayal continues.
On the one hand, China dialogues with India,
on the other, it builds “the String of Pearls”, to
surround and suppress India.

Furthermore, unlike China, the US is not
sharing borders with India nor does it occupy
India’s land. China has border disputes with
India and has been in occupation of about
4,800 sq kms of India’s territory. On trade,
America is the largest destination of India’s ex-
ports giving a surplus of 40b USD. US also is
the natural partner of India in politics, econo-
my, science and technology. On the other hand,
India’s trade deficit with China is 100b USD.

Finally, let it be acknowledged that Wash-
ington cannot build a stable Asian Order with-
out India; likewise India cannot realise its goal
of a multi-polar Asia without American cooper-
ation. If India can negotiate with authoritarian
China and Russia, it can very well do so with
United States that has multiple points of entry
in dialogue and diplomacy. ---INFA
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