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Matuas met Rahul Gandhi in Bihar, sought

support from Cong on citizenship demand: Adhir

i and extorting Rs 2.9 lakh

KOLKATA: A delegation of the polit-
ically significant Matua community
of West Bengal met Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi in Bihar last week, and
sought the party’s support for their
long-standing demand for -citizen-
ship, senior leader Adhir Chowdhury

said on Wednesday.

Gandhi, who was leading the ‘Voter
Adhikar Yatra’ in the neighbouring
state, asked them to come to Delhi,
where a detailed discussion on the
issue could be held, Chowdhury told
PTI. Matuas, originally from East Pa-
kistan, are a weaker section of Hindus ‘
who migrated to India during the Par-
tition and after the creation of Bangla-
desh, following religious persecution.
The SC community holds sway over
several constituencies in the state,
where assembly elections are due next
year. Both TMC and BJP have law-
makers from the Matua group.

“Rahul ji met the delegation from the
Matua community on Saturday at
Ekma in Saran district of Bihar and
listened to their problems for some
time. He told them to come to Delhi,
where he would listen to them elab-
orately on their demand for citizen-
ship and possibly throw some light
on what could be their next course of

action,” Chowdhury said.

Though the Matuas possess vot-
er cards, Aadhaar cards, and ration

been demanding

proof of that.

of the country.

cards, the community members have
as those documents do not suffice as

The former state Congress president
said that members of the group had
met him in Murshidabad a few weeks
ago when they expressed their inter-
est in supporting the grand old party

“They believe that under Rahul ji’s
leadership, they would be able to get
their dues, as they think that both
TMC and BJP have used them for
their political benefits. They were
quite influenced by Rahulji’s leader-
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“legal citizenship”

ship in the movement against the SIR
of the electoral rolls. I advised them
to go and meet Rahul ji during the ya-

tra,” Chowdhury said.

When contacted by PTI, TMC spokes-
person Kunal Ghosh declined to make
any statement on the meeting.

Senior BJP leader Rahul Sinha did
not want to give any importance to

the matter.

said.

“Anyone from anywhere claiming to
belong to the Matua community will
not get any attention. This is a very
insignificant thing to gain any atten-
tion,” the former state BJP president

BENGALURU: Six people
were arrested for alleged-
ly kidnapping a realtor

from him, police said on
Wednesday. Among those
arrested by the Central
Crime Branch of the Benga-
luru police, four were row-
dy-sheeters, they said

ccording to police, Manoj
Kumar had lent Rs 1.2 lakh
through Rajesh to film
director Nanda Kishore.
When Kumar demanded
the money back after a year,
Rajesh allegedly decided to
kidnap him and seek ran-
som, upon learning that he
had made a lot of money
through real estate business

recently.

Citing investigation, a se-
nior police officer said that
to execute his plan, accused
Rajesh allegedly roped in
the others and called Ku-
mar to Modi Hospital Road
on August 26 on the pretext
of returning money and kid-
napped him.

They allegedly kidnapped
him in a car, drove him
around Nelamangala, Dob-
baspet and other locations,
and confined him in a lodge
where he was threatened
and forced to transfer Rs
2.96 lakh, he said.

The next day, they released
him after demanding an ad-
ditional Rs 10 lakh.
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Six arrested for kidnapping realtor, extortion

Later, Kumar approached
the police and lodged a
complaint following which

a case was registered and
the accused were arrested,
police said.

day.

persons.

so far, he said.

TV actor Ashish Kapoor held for rape by Delhi Police

NEW DELHI: Television actor Ashish Kapoor was apprehended by Delhi Police from Pune after a
woman accused him of rape at a house party in the national capital, an officer said on Wednes-

Police said the complainant had met Kapoor on social media and alleged that the incident took
place at a party in Delhi in the second week of August.
“In her complaint, she stated that Kapoor sexually assaulted her in a washroom,” said the officer.
According to police, the initial FIR named Kapoor, his friend, the friend’s wife, and two unknown

However, the woman later revised her statement, alleging that only Kapoor raped her. She also
claimed the incident was recorded on video.” Investigators have not yet found any such footage

The woman alleged that after she came out of the washroom, Kapoor’s friend’s wife assaulted
her. Police said it was this woman who eventually made the PCR call to inform authorities.
Kapoor was tracked to Pune and detained.

Motorist killed, pillion rider
injured in accident in Bengaluru

BENGALURU: A motor-
ist died and the pil-
lion rider was injured
in an accident on
Wednesday after their
two-wheeler, allegedly
hit by another vehicle
from behind, rammed
into a stationary state
run BMTC bus here,
officials said.
According to Ben-
galuru Metropolitan
Transport Corporation
(BMTC), the accident
occurred near Sonnen-
ahalli area when the
two-wheeler allegedly
attempted to overtake
the bus which was
halted at a bus stop
near Dodda Basti on
the Ramasandra- K R
Market route.

The mini truck coming
from behind crashed
into the bike, causing
it to hit the rear por-
tion of the bus.

While the rider died
on the spot, the per-
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son seated behind sus-
tained leg injuries and
was shifted to a near-
by hospital, the BMTC
said, in a statement.
BMTC further stated
that neither its bus nor
its driver were respon-

sible for the accident.
Chief Traffic Manager
(Operations) Prabha-
kar Reddy G T, along
with senior officials
and accident investi-
gation staff, inspected
the spot. A case has

been registered in the
regard, police said,
adding investigation is
underway.

Meanwhile, a wom-
an was killed and two
others injured in a
head-on collision be-

tween a tanker lorry
and a car in Mangal-

uru, police iald‘ Ehg Gogoi, whose name sur-
1apPENed t ¢ ed in the abduction and
on the Madikeri-Sul- | attempted  murder
lia National Highway against R&AW ex-officer Vi-

accident

near Kodapale in Sul-
lia taluk.

The tanker lorry trav-
elling from Madikeri

~ Court grants interim protection to
‘Bikram Gogoi in abduction case against
R&AW ex-officer Vikash Yadav

NEW DELHI: A Delhi court

i has granted interim protec-
i tion from arrest to Bikram

case

i kash Yadav.
i ThePrint had reported about
i Gogoi applying for antici-

towards Sullia collided
with the car coming i
from the opposite di-
i for questioning.

: “In these circumstances, as
i the applicant/accused, is
i willing to join the investi-
i gation, hence, he is direct-
i ed to join the investigation
i on 06.09.2025 at 2.00 p.m.
i before the IO (investigat-
iing officer). Fresh reply/
i report be filed by the IO to
i the present bail application
: on 11.09.2025. Till then no

rection, they said.
According to police,
the car driver and his
wife sustained inju-
ries. They were first
taken to KVG Hospi-
tal, Sullia, before be-
ing shifted to a hospi-
tal in Mangaluru for
advanced treatment.
A case has been reg-
istered at the Sullia

police station wunder : .,..ive action be taken

: against the applicant/ac-

relevant sections of:
the Bharatiya Nyaya :
Sanhita, police said,

gation is underway.

patory bail after an investi-
gating team sent him four
notices and summoned him

i cused (sic),” the court said.

adding further investi- The next date of hearing is 11
: September.

i In response to Gogoi’s an-

ticipatory bail plea, the IO
stated that the Guwahati
resident’s name surfaced
after co-accused Abudullah
Khan, in his disclosure state-
ment, said that he had come
in contact with the other ac-
cused, Jalaluddin, through
the 24-year-old.

Though Gogoi stated that he
studied with Jalauddin alias
Sameer (an accused in the
abduction case) in a Delhi
school and had introduced
him to Khan, he claimed
innocence in the abduction
case.

“Thus, the role of the appli-
cant/accused, as per reply of
the bail application, is that
of introducer, as he intro-
duced co-accused Abdullah
Khan and co-accused Jala-
luddin. Further investiga-
tion is to be carried out to
find out whether the role of
the applicant was more than
what is stated in the reply
of the bail application,” the
court noted.

The Special Cell of the Del-

hi Police is investigating the
abduction and attempted
murder case lodged in 2023
against Yadav and others.
All three accused (Yadav,
Khan and Jalaluddin) are
currently out on bail.

Delhi businessman Raj Ku-
mar Walia had accused Ya-
dav and Khan of abducting
and torturing him, while
demanding ransom in the
name of jailed gangster Law-
rence Bishnoi. Subsequent-
ly, the charge sheet filed last
year in the case says that it
was Jalaluddin who alleged-
ly gave Bishnoi the contract
to kill Walia.

Yadav was arrested just
weeks after the US Depart-
ment of Justice indictment
named him in the alleged
murder-for-hire plot against
Sikh separatist Gurpatwant
Singh Pannun. While Yadav
is wanted by the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation (FBI),
co-accused Nikhil Gupta
awaits his trial in the US
from a Brooklyn prison.

Cousins plan to destroy our

family & BRS, says heleaguered
Kavitha after resigning from party

i Wednesday, with the state
i government stressing that
¢ it would help bring trans-
i parency and accountability
i in their functioning.
i After protests from multi-
i ple quarters, the BJP gov-
| { ernment had brought in an
i amended version of the bill,
i but the opposition alleged
i that it was inadequate and
i had failed to address key
i issues like student suicides.

. K i During the discussion on
against only my family mem- :
bers, KTR, and KCR, but not : Centre (Control and Regu-

against Harish Rao. When the : lation) Bill, 2025, Deputy

i Chief Minister Premchand

Harish Rao was the Irrigation : . . .
& : Bairwa said that this is not

Minister, and Revath Reddy i . .
i just a law but an important
i step to provide the right di-
She said that she had previ- :
ously spoken with her brother :
and BRS Working President :
KT Rama Rao about people in :
the party plotting against her, i

HYDERABAD: Telangana Ja-
gruthi leader and the Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS) chief
K Chandrashekhar Rao’s
daughter K Kavitha on
Wednesday lashed out at BRS
leaders T. Harish Rao and J.
Santosh Rao, accusing them
of “planning to destroy our
family and party” in conniv-
ance with Telangana Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy.

On Tuesday, BRS had sus-
pended Kavitha for “anti-par-
ty activities”, a day after her
outbursts against party lead-
ers T. Harish Rao and J. San-
tosh Rao. The two leaders,
relatives of K Chandrashek-
har Rao, are considered close
to the party chief. Harish Rao
has been associated with the
BRS since its inception.
Kavitha also said in today’s
press conference that she is
resigning from BRS and sub-
mitting her MLC resignation
letter to the Council Speaker.
“Yesterday afternoon, I saw
media reports about the BRS
Party’s suspension of me. Af-
ter being released from Tihar
jail, T participated in various
programs and worked for BC
Reservations and other ini-
tiatives against the Congress
government while wearing
the BRS flag. I don’t under-
stand how these actions con-
stitute anti-party activities,”
Kavitha said.

“I'm requesting my father to
examine the party leaders
surrounding him. I spoke
straightforwardly and re-
quested him to consider my
words. Revanth Reddy and
Harish Rao planned to de-
stroy our family while travel-
ling together on a flight; Re-
vanth Reddy should answer
for this,” she said.

“Revanth Reddy booked cases

- '
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Kaleshwaram project began,

didn’t speak out against him,”
she added.

and asked him to take action.

family and party. Harish Rao

KCR and KTR in the Assem-
bly elections,” she said.

On September 1, BRS MLC
K Kavitha, while reacting to
the Telangana government’s
decision to order a Central

probe into the Kaleshwaram

on KCR’s image regarding the
Kaleshwaram issue is due to

Santosh Rao, accusing them
KCR
the party after her remarks

tosh Rao.

JAIPUR: A Dbill to regu-
late coaching centres was
passed by voice vote in the
Rajasthan Assembly on

the Rajasthan Coaching

rection to the coming gen-
erations, as it is directly re-
lated to lakhs of candidates
and their parents.

Bairwa said under the
amended bill, the mini-
mum number of students
for registration of coach-
ing institutes has been in-
creased from 50 to 100, so
that small and unorganised
coaching centres will be
able to provide their facili-
ties to the students.

In the second amendment,
the penalty for irregulari-
ties by coaching institutes
has been reduced from Rs 2
lakh to Rs 50,000 and from
Rs 5 lakh to Rs 2 lakh for
the second time. A provi-
sion has been made to can-
cel the registration if the
violations continue.

The Deputy Chief Minister

said that the state govern-
ment believes in maintain-
ing balance and ensuring
justice.

He said that coaching in-
stitutes also make an im-
portant contribution to the
economy of the state. “Due
to this, lakhs of people are
getting employment,” he
said.

The minister asserted
that the bill is not against
coaching institutes but to
ensure that all such centres
follow the same standards.
Coaching institutes that
follow the rules will be en-
couraged, he said.

The Deputy Chief Minister
said that provisions have
been made in the bill for
steps to prevent suicide
among students and re-
move mental stress. He said

that this bill is in line with
the spirit of the National
Education Policy- 2020.
Through this, emphasis
will be laid on the skill de-
velopment of students.

It will play an important
role in Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s resolve to
make India a developed na-
tion, he said.

He said that the objective
of this bill is to give respect
to the students as well as to
empower them as citizens.

“Far-reaching and import-
ant reforms have been en-
sured in the education sec-
tor through the bill. Now,
no coaching institute will
be able to operate without
government registration,”
he said.

He said that coaching in-
stitutes should not be just

“centres of ranking but of
culture, where students can
learn social values”.

Bairwa said that a state
Authority has been estab-
lished to control coach-
ing institutes at the state
level. Rajasthan Coaching
Centre Control and Reg-
ulation Authority will be
formed. Appointment of a
psychological  counsellor
in every coaching institute
and stress management
sessions will be mandatory
for stress-free study of stu-
dents.

Arrangements will be made
for regular communica-
tion with family members.
Helpline numbers will be
available for counselling in
every district, he said.
“Students will get transpar-
ent facilities, and account-

Bill to regulate coaching centres passed by Rajasthan Assembly

ability of coaching insti-
tutes will be fixed, which
will help in establishing a
healthy education system,”
he said.

He said that a web portal
will be created on which in-
formation about all coach-
ing institutes will be avail-
able to the general public.
“This will bring transpar-
ency”.

During the debate on the
bill, Leader of Opposition
Tika Ram Jully questioned
the reduction in fines and
said the bill did not focus
much on preventing sui-
cide by students.

“What improvement did
you make by sending this
bill to the Select Commit-
tee? You benefited the
coaching centres by reduc-
ing the fine.

CHHATRAPATI: Members of

i the Maratha community
wasn’t a troubleshooter but :

was a “bubble shooter.” He :
gave money to work against :

will now get reservation in
Marathwada and western
Maharashtra, said quota

i activist Manoj Jarange on
{ Wednesday, appealing to
i his supporters to main-
i tain calm and have faith
: in his decision.

i The 43-year-old activist,
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) :

who returned from Mum-

[ Am | bai after ending his hun-
project, alleged that any taint :

ger strike, was talking to

i reporters in Chhatrapati
¢ { Sambhajinagar,
BRS leaders Harish Rao and : he is receiving medical
i care in a private hospital

of conspiring against her and ; for dehydration and low

N i blood sugar.
Kavitha was suspended from i “We have scored a victo-

) 1 i ry, and the credit goes to
against Harish Rao and San- :

where

the Maratha communi-

i ty. Maratha people from

Marathwada and Western
Maharashtra will now get
quota,” he said.

Jarange on Tuesday end-
ed his five-day-old fast af-
ter the Maharashtra gov-
ernment accepted most
of his demands, including
granting eligible Marathas
Kunbi caste certificates,
which will allow them to
avail of quota in education
and jobs enjoyed by Other
Backward Classes (OBCs).
The activist called off his
hunger strike in the pres-
ence of senior BJP minis-
ter Radhakrishna Vikhe
Patil, who heads the cab-
inet sub-committee on
Maratha reservation, and
other members of the
panel at south Mumbai’s
Azad Maidan, the site of

Have faith, our people in Marathwadaand
Western Maharashtra will get reservation; Jarange

“Harish Rao and Santosh Rao !
are planning to destroy our :

his agitation since August
29. “Not a single line had
been written by the state

er-type’ individuals (who
have criticised his move).

community,”
members of his commu-

nity will eventually un-
derstand his decision to

of quota,” he said, adding

Law will take its course: BJP on Telangana
Guv’s son allegedly threatening Tripura MLA

i AGARTALA: The ruling BJP
iin Tripura on Wednes-
i day said the law will take

overnment in our favour i its course after Telangana
tgillv how Peopltlel shgul d i Governor Jishnu Dev Var-
not beliéve in the %ok- ima’s son Pathlk allegedly

i threatened Tipra Motha

i Party legislator Philip Ku-

Those speaking against ; mar Reang at the MLA Hos-
Lo i tel in Agartala.
the decision have done :

nothing for the 1\};;;:122 four youths who allegedly
said. The activist said the ; treatened Reang on Mon-

Pathik was among the

i day night. They were grant-
i ed bail after surrendering
: before the New Capital

Marathas establish their :
i DGP Anurgag Dhankar,

Kunbi lineage.

call off the agitation. “No Complex police station on
Maratha in the Marathwa- : g;ZZﬁ?ggmght'
d i ill be left out : . "

PNl ety i state BJP president Rajib

that village-level commit- thattacﬁarjee said, “Soon
tees will be made to help : aiter the

to reporters,

incident, nec-
essary steps were taken.

West Tripura’s SP Namit
Pathak and Deputy Speak-
er Ramprasad Paul visited
the MLA Hostel in Khejur
Bagan and spoke to the leg-
islator.” Asserting that the
police will take appropriate
action against those who
are trying to disrupt the law
and order situation, he said
the BJP doesn’t promote or
support such acts.

“The law will take its own
course in the incident to
ensure justice because the
government has zero toler-
ance for any kind of crime,”
he said.

In his police complaint,
Reang claimed he was en-
gaged in a discussion with
his family when some per-
sons, including Pathik Dev
Varma, started interfering.

He alleged that when he
asked them to leave, “they
became more aggressive
and started uttering vio-
lent, abusive words target-
ing me, threatening to slit
my throat”.

“They said that they would
bring 400 to 500 BJP work-
ers to kill me and my family
members,” alleged the leg-
islator.

Meanwhile, Bhattacharjee
said the law and order situ-
ation was fine, and the large
turnout during Ganesh
Puja showed that people
were confident about their
safety.

State Congress president
Asish Kumar Saha alleged
that the situation in the
state was such that even the
MLA Hostel was not safe.



