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L6 Saxena pulls up Wangchuk over
mlsleadmg and pmvncatwe narrative’

“ Democratic
expression
must not be
taken as
license for
fabricating
falsehoods
and rabble
rousing

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

LEH: In a sharply worded
public statement, Lieutenant
Governor of Ladakh Vinai Ku-
mar Saxena on Tuesday re-
vealed details of his “candid
exchange” with climate ac-
tivist and innovator Sonam

Wangchuk, cautioning him
against what he described asa
“misleading and provocative
narrative” that could damage
public discourse and eco-
nomic stability in the Union
Territory.

Posting on social media

after the meeting, Saxena said
the interaction with
Wangchuk and Gitanjali
Angmo came in the backdrop
of the ongoing “constructive
dialogue” at the Ministry of
Home Affairs level, where
both sides agreed that a posi-

tive atmosphere around devel-
opment and political engage-
ment must be maintained in
Ladakh.

The LG, however, struck a
stern tone while addressing
Wangchuk’s recent public re-
marks and protest campaigns.
“Democratic expression must
not be taken as license for fab-
ricating falsehoods and rabble
rousing,” Saxena said, adding
that he had specifically cau-
tioned Wangchuk against
drawing comparisons be-
tween Ladakh and the vio-
lence-hit state of Manipur.

According to the LG,
Wangchuk admitted that
comparing the situation in
Ladakh with Manipur “was an
error of judgement.” >P11
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DrSharmatohold
chargeof DGPLadakh

LEH: The Administration
of the Union Territory of
Ladakh has handed over
the additional charge of Di-
rector General of Police
(DGP) to Koshal Kumar
Sharma, an IPS officer of
the 2012 AGMUT batch.
According to an official
order issued by the Home
Department on Tuesday,
Sharma—who is currently
serving as the DIG of the
Leh-Kargil > P11
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LG sounds alarm over explosive
rise in drug abuse in Ladakh

Minors and girls increasingly falling prey to narcotics, says
LG Saxena as 298 fresh cases surface across UT

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

LEH: In a strongly worded
and deeply alarming state-
ment, Vinai Kumar Saxena
on Tuesday warned that
Ladakh is witnessing a dan-
gerous surge in drug abuse
cases, with minors and girls
increasingly becoming vic-
tims of substance addiction,
prompting the administra-
tion to order an aggressive
crackdown against drug traf-
fickers and their networks
across the Union Territory.
Calling the situation a
“grave risk” to society and the
future of Ladakh’s youth, the
Lieutenant Governor re-
vealed that as many as 298
new cases of drug abuse have
surfaced in recent months
alone, including 101 opioid-

related cases and 40 cases
linked to cannabis and poly-
substance abuse.

“What is more disturbing
is the rapidly growing indul-
gence of minors and girls in
substance abuse,” the LG
stated, describing the trend
as a horrifying menace capa-
ble of destroying an entire

generation if left unchecked.

The statement marks one
of the strongest public ac-
knowledgements yet by the
administration regarding the
growing narcotics crisis in
Ladakh, aregion traditionally
viewed as socially cohesive
and relatively insulated from
large-scale drug abuse.

In response to the esca-
lating crisis, the LG said he
has directed the Director
General of Police (DGP) to
launch a strict enforcement
drive and intensify opera-
tions against drug traffickers
operating in the Union Terri-
tory.
“I have directed DGP to
ensure strict enforcement
against drug menace in the
Union Territory and launch a
crackdown against P11

Fid-Ul-Azha
holidayonMay 28

LEH: The Administration of
the Union Territory of
Ladakh on Tuesday post-
poned the public holiday on
account of Eid-Ul-Azha
(Bakrid) from May 27 to May
28, 2026. According to an or-
der issued by the General Ad-
ministration Department
(GAD), the holiday will now
be observed on Thursday,
May 28, instead of Wednes-
day, May 27, across the
Union Territory. The order
stated that the decision was
taken in partial modification
of the earlier government or-
derissued on November 14,
2025 regarding the list of
gazetted holidays for the year
2026. The notification was is-
sued by Administrative Sec-
retary, GAD, under the or-
ders of the Lieutenant
Governor of Ladakh.

$IDCO0 launches comprehensive
UrbaniaBus Scheduleacross Ladakh

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

LEH: In a major step to-
wards strengthening public
transportation and improv-
ing connectivity across the
Union Territory, the Sindhu
Infrastructure Development
Corporation (SIDCO) has
unveiled its new Urbania
Bus Service schedule, offer-
ing daily and regular serv-
ices on key inter-district and
inter-state routes.

The newly released
timetable includes routes
connecting Leh with Srina-
gar, Manali, Kargil, Nubra,
Pangong and Zanskar, mak-
ing travel more accessible,
comfortable and organised
for residents as well as
tourists visiting Ladakh.

According to the sched-
ule, daily buses will operate

from Leh to Srinagar via
Kargil, Leh to Manali via
Keylong, Leh to Nubra via
Khardongla and Leh to Pan-
gong via Tangtse-Durbuk.
Special services for Zanskar
through the Nimoo-Padum
route will operate on
Wednesdays and Sundays.

The return services from
Srinagar, Manali, Nubra,
Pangong and Zanskar to Leh
have also been streamlined
to ensure hassle-free travel
planning for passengers.
SIDCO stated that the initia-
tive aims to provide depend-
able, affordable and safe
transportation while pro-
moting tourism and regional
mobility across the rugged
terrain of Ladakh.

The Urbania buses are
expected to offer a more
comfortable travel P11

LG Saxena participates in celebrations
marking formation of Sham district

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

LEH: Lieutenant Governor,
Vinai Kumar Saxena, today
visited Khaltse, and partici-
pated in the celebrations
marking the creation of
Sham as a new district in
Ladakh. This is L-G’s first
visit to Sham after its incep-
tion as a new district. Amid
enthusiastic public participa-
tion and cultural perform-
ances, LG Saxena was ac-
corded a grand traditional
welcome by villagers, public
representatives, students,
cultural troupes and mem-
bers of civil society on his ar-
rival at Khaltse, the district
headquarters.

The creation of Sham
district follows the approval
granted by the Lieutenant

LEHO toestablish25Model

Homestaysin H[moo, Stakmo

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

LEH: In a major push to-
wards community-based sus-
tainable tourism in Ladakh,
the Ladakh Environment and
Health Organisation (LEHO)
have announced the estab-
lishment of 25 model homes-
tays in the villages of Nimoo

and Stakmo during June
2026.

The announcement was
made during a one-day semi-
nar on Sustainable Tourism
organised by LEHO at Village
Stakmo, which witnessed par-
ticipation from village com-
munity members, Ama
Tsogspa PP11

Lukewarmresponse marks Apex
Body’s ‘Thanksgiving (eremony’

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

LEH: A thanksgiving cere-
mony organised by the Leh
Apex Body in Leh on Tuesday
witnessed a comparatively
lukewarm public response,
with attendance falling short
of expectations despite the
presence of prominent ac-
tivist Sonam Wangchuk and
senior leaders of the move-
ment.

The programme was
held to honour members of
the Bar Association Leh,
medical staff and others who
provided legal and humani-
tarian assistance during the
September 2024 violence in
Ladakh. Tributes were also
paid to those who lost their
lives during the unrest, with
speakers describing them as

martyrs of the Ladakh move-
ment. Although organisers
termed the event a gesture of
gratitude from the people of
Ladakh, the turnout re-
mained modest compared to
earlier mass mobilisations
associated with the move-
ment, reflecting what ob-
servers described as a sub-
dued public mood amid the
prolonged negotiation
process with the Centre.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Leh Apex Body co-chair-
man Chering Dorjay Lakrook
said the ceremony had origi-
nally been planned earlier
but was delayed after permis-
sion for the gathering was al-
legedly denied by the admin-
istration and later due to the
ongoing  Sub-Committee
talks in Delhi.p>P11

Director (Per) NHPC visits
Nimoo Bazgo Power Station

= EARTHNEWS SERVICE

LEH (Alchi): Uttam Lal, Di-
rector (Personnel), NHPC
Limited visited the Nimoo
Bazgo Power Station from
24th to 26th May 2026. On
his arrival at the Power Sta-
tion, he was warmly wel-
comed by Sanjay Kumar Rai,
Head of Power Station/Gen-
eral Manager, along with
senior officials, with the tradi-
tional Ladakhi Khataq and
bouquet.

On this occasion, a cere-
monial Guard of Honour was

Indiaslams
China-Pakjoint
statement

NEW DELHI: Indiaon
Tuesday mounted a sharp
diplomatic rebuttal to a joint
statement issued by China
and Pakistan, categorically
rejecting references to
Jammu and Kashmir and
strongly opposing renewed
Chinese backing for projects
under the "so-called" China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) in Pakistan-occupied
territories.

Governor on April 27, 2026,
for the creation of five new

districts in the Union Terri-
tory of Ladakh. Sham district

comprises 27 revenue vil-
lages, including five villages
carved out from Kargil dis-
trict and 22 villages from Leh
district.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Lieutenant Gover-
nor congratulated the people
on the fulfilment of their
long-pending aspiration. He
stated that the creation of the
new district reflects the per-
sonal attention and commit-
ment of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Union
Home Minister P11

Sindhu Central
Universityopen
admissions

LEH: Sindhu Central Uni-
versity has opened online
applications for admission
to its postgraduate pro-
grammes for the academic
session 2026-27, inviting
students from Ladakh and
other regions to apply
through the university’s of-
ficial website.

Established through an
Act of Parliament in 2021 at
Khaltsi village in Ladakh,
the university is currently
offering MTech pro-
grammes in P11

May this Eid bring blessings and
bliss into your lives
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The Ministry of External

also presented by the Ladakh
Police. During the visit, Di-
rector (Personnel) interacted
with the officers of NBPS, es-
pecially young trainee offi-
cers, trainee engineers, and
junior engineers. He ap-
prised them of NHPC’s vari-

ous employee-friendly poli-
cies and organizational val-
ues, motivating them to ac-
tively contribute towards the
growth and excellence of the
organization.

He also shared detailed
information regarding the

proposed “Utkarsh Yojana”
aimed at the holistic develop-
ment of NHPC officials. The
primary objective of the ini-
tiative is to strengthen future
leadership through the Lead-
ership Development Cell and
nurture capable P11

Affairs (MEA) said the Union
Territories of Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh “have
been, are and will always re-
main integral and inalienable
parts of India”, asserting that
no other country had the “lo-
cus standi” to P11
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