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KHALTSE: The multi-de-
partment “Jung-sJabs” 
public outreach programme 
concluded in Sub-Division 
Khaltse on Wednesday, with 
officials conducting camps 
across Neyraks, Youlchung, 
and Lingshed villages of 
Singaylalok Block, deliver-
ing services and collecting 
grievances at the grassroots 
level.
The concluding day saw 
participation from key ad-
ministrative and sectoral 
departments, with Naib Te-
hsildar Khaltse, Asgar Ali, 
and Naib Tehsildar Wanla, 
Phuntsog Namgail, chairing 
the proceedings. Officials 
from Revenue, Animal and 
Sheep Husbandry, Health, 
Rural Development, and 
Agriculture departments 
were present to facilitate 
on-the-spot service deliv-
ery and address public con-
cerns.
During the camps, author-
ities reviewed the imple-
mentation of government 

schemes and assessed the 
reach of services in remote 
villages. Residents, repre-
sented by local Nambardars, 
voiced issues ranging from 
civic amenities to develop-
ment needs. Officials doc-
umented these grievances 
and assured that they would 
be forwarded to higher au-

thorities for consideration.
The outreach exercise also 
focused on direct engage-
ment, with officers interact-
ing with villagers, explain-
ing departmental schemes, 
and clarifying queries. A 
visit to the Government 
Primary School in Neyraks 
was also undertaken by the 

officials as part of the day’s 
programme.
On the service delivery 
front, the Revenue Depart-
ment issued Ladakh Resi-
dent Certificates along with 
electoral and revenue ex-
tracts. The Health Depart-
ment conducted screenings 
for non-communicable dis-
eases and facilitated the cre-
ation and linking of ABHA 
IDs and PMJAY cards, ex-
panding access to health-
care benefits.
Block Veterinary Officer 
Dr. Zakir Hussain and oth-
er field-level functionaries, 
including revenue staff and 
departmental represen-
tatives, remained actively 
involved throughout the 
camps, ensuring coordina-
tion across sectors.
The Jung-sJabs pro-
gramme, designed as a 
public interface initiative, 
aimed to bridge adminis-
trative outreach gaps in 
far-flung areas by bringing 
essential services and gov-
ernance mechanisms closer 
to residents.

Outreach camps in Neyraks, Youlchung, 
Lingshed mark conclusion of Jung-sJabs 

Certificates issued, Health screenings held
EARTH NEWS SERVICE------------------------------------------------
KARGIL:  The District Administration 
in Kargil on Wednesday operation-
alised a One Stop Centre aimed at 
streamlining access to government 
services and strengthening institution-
al support for entrepreneurship and 
livelihood generation.
The development was reviewed at a 
meeting chaired by Deputy Commis-
sioner and Chief Executive Officer of 
LAHDC Kargil, Rakesh Kumar, who 
directed departments to ensure close 
coordination so that the centre func-
tions as an effective single-window 
platform for beneficiaries.
Officials said the facility is intended 
to provide integrated guidance, facil-
itation and awareness on a range of 
welfare schemes and self-employment 
programmes, particularly targeting as-
piring entrepreneurs and underserved 
sections. The administration expects 
the centre to ease procedural bottle-
necks and improve outreach at the 
grassroots level.
In an early demonstration of intent, 
the Deputy Commissioner approved a 
loan case on the spot during the pro-
ceedings, signalling a push towards 
quicker decision-making and timely 
financial assistance for eligible appli-
cants.

Emphasising institutional conver-
gence, Kumar said the success of the 
initiative would depend on sustained 
coordination among departments and 
continuous monitoring of outcomes. 
He called upon stakeholders to work 
collectively to ensure that the benefits 
of various schemes reach intended re-
cipients without delay.
Officials from the Handloom, Handi-
crafts, Animal Husbandry and Sheep 

Husbandry departments, among oth-
ers, attended the meeting, reflecting a 
multi-departmental approach to ser-
vice delivery.
The administration maintained that 
the One Stop Centre is expected to 
evolve into a focal point for facilitat-
ing livelihoods and promoting entre-
preneurship, while addressing gaps 
in public service delivery across the 
district.

LAHDC Kargil activates One Stop Centre, 
emphasises departmental coordination

EARTH NEWS SERVICE--------------------------------
KARGIL:  Students of the De-
partment of Mass Communi-
cation and Journalism at the 
Kargil Campus of University 
of Ladakh undertook an aca-
demic study tour to All India 
Radio Kargil on Wednesday, 
gaining direct exposure to the 
functioning of a professional 
radio station.
The visit, organised under 
the supervision of Dr. Meh-
boob Ali, In-Charge Admin-
istration, formed part of the 
department’s ongoing efforts 
to integrate classroom learn-
ing with field-based train-
ing. Dean of Arts, Dr. Jaffar 
Ali Khan, accompanied the 
group and urged students 
to utilise such opportunities 
to refine their professional 
skills.
During the tour, students 
were introduced to the organ-
isational framework and day-
to-day operations of the radio 
station. They observed key 
processes such as programme 
production, script prepara-

tion, voice modulation, sound 
recording, editing, and trans-
mission. Guided access to 
studios, control rooms and 
technical units allowed them 
to witness live broadcasting 
and engage with contempo-
rary broadcast equipment.
Faculty members said the in-
teraction with seasoned radio 
professionals offered valu-
able insights into voice cul-
ture, presentation techniques 
and newsroom practices. Stu-
dents were also briefed on the 
nuances of radio programme 
production, strengthening 
their understanding of indus-

try standards.
The exercise underscored the 
continuing relevance of radio 
as a medium for information 
dissemination and cultural 
continuity, particularly in re-
mote regions such as Kargil. 
Participants noted that the 
visit helped translate theo-
retical concepts into practical 
understanding.
The Department of Mass 
Communication and Journal-
ism expressed appreciation to 
AIR Kargil, Director Gulzar, 
and the technical staff for fa-
cilitating the visit and extend-
ing logistical support.

Ladakh University Students explore Radio 
Operations during study tour of AIR Kargil

EARTH NEWS SERVICE--------------------------------
NYOMA: A month-long out-
reach programme under 
the Administration at Door-
step initiative concluded on 
Wednesday at Demjok vil-
lage in Nyoma subdivision, 
marking the culmination of 
sustained efforts to deliv-
er public services directly to 
residents in one of Ladakh’s 
remote border settlements.
The programme, titled “Jung 
sJabs,” was conducted un-
der the supervision of Naib 
Tehsildar Hanle, Ms Kunzes 
Dolma, with active partici-
pation from multiple govern-
ment departments. Officials 
confirmed that the initiative 
focused on ensuring last-mile 
delivery of welfare schemes 
while addressing public 
grievances through on-the-
spot interventions.
Over the course of the out-
reach, departmental teams 
engaged with households 
across Demjok, facilitating 
access to essential services 

and disseminating informa-
tion on various government 
schemes. Residents were pro-
vided immediate assistance 
in availing benefits, with offi-
cials working to resolve pend-
ing issues during field visits.
Administrative sources indi-
cated that the initiative was 

designed to bridge gaps be-
tween governance structures 
and communities residing in 
far-flung areas. By taking ser-
vices directly to the village, 
authorities aimed to reduce 
dependency on distant offices 
and improve responsiveness 
to local needs.

The programme also placed 
emphasis on awareness cam-
paigns, with officials con-
ducting sessions to familia-
rise villagers with available 
welfare measures. This ap-
proach, according to the ad-
ministration, helped enhance 
participation and ensured 
that eligible beneficiaries 
were not excluded due to lack 
of information.
Local residents responded 
positively to the initiative, 
with many availing services 
and voicing concerns during 
the outreach. The admin-
istration noted that the in-
teraction provided valuable 
feedback, which is expected 
to inform future policy im-
plementation in the region. 
The conclusion of the “Jung 
sJabs” programme under-
scores the administration’s 
ongoing efforts to strengthen 
grassroots governance in La-
dakh’s border areas, where 
accessibility and service de-
livery continue to pose oper-
ational challenges.

Demjok Village witness completion of “Jung 
sJabs” drive with focus on welfare delivery
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JAMMU: Army Public 
School, Janglot, commem-
orated Army Welfare Ed-
ucation Society (AWES) 
Day on 29th April 2026 
with great pride, dignity, 
and spirited enthusiasm. 

The occasion was hon-
oured by the esteemed 
presence of the Honour-
able Chairman, Brig. Te-
jender Choudhary, whose 
inspiring presence added 
grace and prestige to the 
celebration. 

The celebration wit-
nessed the participation 
of the respected Principal, 
Dr. Vishakha Sharma, re-
spected teachers, and en-
thusiastic students. 

The programme com-
menced with the ceremo-
nial hoisting of the AWES 
flag, a symbol of unity, dis-
cipline, and unwavering 
commitment to excellence, 
followed by the soulful 
rendition of the AWES 
Song.

The celebration un-
folded with an insight-

ful English speech and a 
heartfelt Hindi speech, 
both reflecting the vision 
of AWES. Adding a cre-
ative dimension, the stu-
dents presented a com-
pelling AWES-themed 
skit, beautifully portraying 
the journey of education, 
character-building, and 
nation-building under the 
guiding light of AWES.

The event reached a 
moment of great pride with 
the recognition of sporting 
excellence. The Under-15 
Boys’ Football Team of 
APS Janglot brought lau-
rels to the institution by se-

curing First Position in the 
Inter Army Public Schools, 
9 Corps Cluster-II Cham-
pionship, triumphing over 
APS Kandrori. 

The APSJ team was fe-
licitated in the gracious 
presence of the Honour-
able Chairman Sir and 
Principal. 

The champions were 
awarded medals, Studs, 
and a cash prize of  Rs 
1000 each, while the coach, 
Rohit Deep Singh Jasrotia, 
was honoured with a spe-
cial cash award of  Rs 5000 
for his dedicated mentor-
ship.

Army Public School Janglot celebrates 
AWES Day with dignity, enthusiasm

Public Support for Drug-Free Jammu & Kashmir: 
Mahant Rohit Shastri meets Div Commissioner 
Anshul Garg, appreciates LG Sinha’s campaign
EARTH NEWS SERVICE
--------------------------------

JAMMU: Mahant Rohit 
Shastri (Jyotishacharya), 
President of Kailakh Jyo-
tish Evam Vedic Sansthan 
Trust, Wednesday paid a 
courtesy visit to the Di-
visional Commissioner 
Kashmir, Anshul Garg, at 
his office in Srinagar. On 
this occasion, Mahant Ro-
hit Shastri presented his 
important spiritual publi-
cation “Shiv Tatva Amar-
nath” as a token of respect.

During the meeting, 
Mahant Rohit Shastri high-
ly appreciated the 100-day 
special “Drug-Free Jam-
mu & Kashmir Campaign” 
launched in April 2026 by 
the Lieutenant Governor of 
Jammu & Kashmir, Manoj 
Sinha. 

He stated that this cam-
paign is a commendable 
and visionary initiative 

aimed at eliminating the 
growing menace of drug 
abuse in society and guid-
ing the youth toward a pos-
itive path.

Mahant Rohit Shastri 
also held a detailed dis-

cussion with the Divisional 
Commissioner regarding 
the proposed anti-drug ral-
ly scheduled for May 3. 

He emphasized that 
such programs are intend-
ed to create awareness 

among all sections of soci-
ety, especially the youth, so 
that they understand the 
harmful effects of drugs 
and contribute to building 
a healthy aware , and em-
powered society.

He further stated that 
religious and social orga-
nizations have a responsi-
bility to actively participate 
in such public welfare cam-
paigns. Shri Kailakh Jyo-
tish Evam Vedic Sansthan 
Trust has been continuous-
ly working in this direction 
and will continue to orga-
nize various programs in 
the future for drug eradica-
tion, moral awareness, and 
preservation of cultural 
values.

Mahant Rohit Shastri 
once again appreciated 
the campaign being led 
by Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha, calling it 
highly essential for society. 

He expressed confi-
dence that with public 
participation, this initia-
tive will be successful and 
prove to be a milestone in 
making Jammu & Kashmir 
drug-free.

EARTH NEWS SERVICE-------------------------------------
JAMMU: Sher-e-Kashmir Univer-
sity of Agricultural Sciences and 
Technology of Jammu conducted a 
Students’ Orientation Programme 
in collaboration with Leaders In-
stitute, Australia, with the objec-
tive of enhancing awareness about 
international education opportu-
nities and global exposure in the 
field of agribusiness and agricul-
tural management.

The Vice Chancellor, Prof. B.N. 
Tripathi, addressed the gathering 
and highlighted the growing im-

portance of international educa-
tion programmes in today’s global-
ised world. 

He encouraged students to ex-
plore global learning opportuni-
ties, develop cross-cultural com-
petencies, and adopt innovative 
approaches to address emerging 
challenges in agriculture and agri-
business.

An interactive session was led 
by Prof. Harvinder Singh, Vice 
President – Global Programmes, 
Leaders Institute, Australia, who 
provided detailed insights into in-
ternational education pathways, 

academic programmes, and career 
prospects available to students in 
Australia. The programme also 
featured an expert lecture by Dr. 
Anjani Kumar, Senior Research 
Fellow at IFPRI, New Delhi, who 
shared valuable perspectives on 
global agribusiness trends, policy 
frameworks, and research oppor-
tunities in the agricultural sector.

Prof. Anil Kumar, Registrar 
& Dean, Faculty of Agriculture, 
SKUAST-Jammu, delivered his 
remarks, emphasising the role of 
such collaborations in strength-
ening institutional capacity and 

enhancing student competencies.
Prof. Sudhakar Dwivedi, Dean of 

Students Welfare, SKUAST-Jam-
mu, spoke on student develop-
ment and underscored the impor-
tance of international exposure in 
broadening academic and profes-
sional horizons.  During the pro-
gramme, students took a pledge 
under the Nasha Mukt Bharat 
initiative, reaffirming their com-
mitment towards a drug-free and 
healthy society. The pledge aimed 
to sensitise and motivate the youth 
to actively contribute to the vision 
of a substance-free nation. Earlier, 

Dr. Pawan K. Sharma, Professor & 
Head, AEABM, welcomed the dig-
nitaries and students, highlight-
ing the importance of developing 
future-ready professionals in ag-
riculture and allied sectors. The 
programme was facilitated by the 
Division of Agricultural Econom-
ics & ABM, Faculty of Agriculture, 
SKUAST-Jammu and witnessed 
enthusiastic participation of more 
than 500 students from various 
faculties, reflecting strong inter-
est in global academic and career 
opportunities in agriculture and 
agribusiness.

SKUAST-Jammu holds orientation prog with Leaders Institute AustraliaNatrang celebrates International Day  
of dance; urges scholarship in the field
JAMMU: Natrang marked the International Day of Dance 
with vibrant celebration and cultural fervor at its Studio 
Theatre Wednesday, bringing together artists, enthusiasts, 
and the local community in a spirited tribute to the rich 
heritage of Dogri dance traditions. 

The event unfolded as a lively confluence of performance, 
reflection, and dialogue, highlighting the enduring legacy of 
regional art forms such as Kudd and Jagarna.

At the heart of the celebration was a renewed com-
mitment to reconnect younger generations with the deep 
cultural roots of Jammu’s traditional dances. 

Through evocative performances and thoughtful presen-
tations, the programme emphasized not just the aesthetic 
beauty of these forms, but also their historical and social 
significance—an aspect often overlooked in contemporary 
practice.

Addressing the gathering, Natrang Director Padma Shri 
Balwant Thakur underscored the urgent need for scholarly 
engagement with the traditional foundations of Dogri dance. 

He expressed concern that many practitioners today 
remain disconnected from the origins, narratives, and 
meanings embedded within these art forms. 

“While dance events are frequently organized, the intel-
lectual and cultural discourse surrounding them is missing,” 
he observed. “This gap weakens the movement and could 
have lasting consequences for the future of our traditional 
dances.”

He further pointed out a growing trend where Dogri 
music is paired with generic or Bollywood-inspired cho-
reography, resulting in a dilution of the region’s distinct 
artistic identity. Stressing authenticity and research, he 
called upon artists, institutions, and cultural bodies to invest 
in documentation, study, and meaningful interpretation of 
indigenous traditions.

A highlight of the evening was Balwant Thakur’s de-
tailed narration of the Jagarna tradition—an intimate and 
expressive form of dance deeply rooted in the lives of Dogri 
women. 

Traditionally performed during wedding ceremonies, 
Jagarna unfolds on nights when the groom and male mem-
bers of the village depart for the bride’s home. Left behind, 
the women remain awake through the night, engaging in 
collective storytelling through song and dance. 

This shared artistic expression, rich with personal nar-
ratives and emotional depth, gave rise to the unique form of 
Jagarna, embodying both celebration and solidarity.

Thakur emphasized that such traditions are not merely 
performances but living archives of community life, emo-
tion, and identity. 

He urged both performers and audiences to cultivate 
a deeper understanding of these origins, advocating for 
a more informed and sensitive engagement with cultural 

EARTH NEWS SERVICE------------------------------------------
JAMMU: Sahitya Akademi New Delhi 
in collaboration with Jammu & Kash-
mir Academy of Art, Culture and Lan-
guages Jammu organised a musical 
programme ‘Aavishkar’ based on the 
poems of Kehari Singh Madhukar.

The chief guest at the event was 
Harbinder Kaur, Secretary, Jammu 
and Kashmir Academy of Arts, Culture 
and Languages, Jammu. 

The event was presided over by 
Padmashree Mohan Singh, a re-
nowned Dogri literateur and convener 
of the Dogri Advisory Board at the Sa-
hitya Akademi, New Delhi. 

In his welcome address, he said 
that the Sahitya Akademi has been 
committed to the promotion and 
propagation of all recognized regional 
languages since its inception.

Sahitya Akademi, through its var-
ious programmes, be it Gramalok, a 
platform for poets living in rural and 
remote areas, Asmita, a platform for 
promoting women empowerment 
and encouraging women writers, or 
providing a platform to young and 
emerging poets, is promoting region-
al languages by organizing such pro-
grammes throughout the year.

In this musical event, renowned 

artist Bhupinder Singh Jamwal, along 
with his companions, gave a series of 
colorful performances, paying tribute 
to the late Kehari Singh Madhukar, 
the great poet of Duggar. 

The audience witnessed firsthand 
the magic of Madhukar’s timeless 
poetry, which the artists presented in 
their own unique style.

Musician Bhupinder Singh Jambal 
composed the tunes for Madhukar’s 
songs himself, and his stage accompa-
niment included singers Nirbhay Sala-
thia, Vishal Gupta, Ravi Raghuvanshi, 
Mamta Mehra, Chanchal Sharma, and 
others. 

Flute player Rakesh, tabla player 
Sahil Lucky, dholak player Sahil Ku-
mar, and synth player Andrew show-
cased their skillful skills, bringing the 

songs to life with their melodies.
After the musical program, a doc-

umentary was also seen in the cele-
bration of life and literary journey of 
kehri singh madhukar. It was directed 
by Padmashree Mohan Singh and pro-
duced by Sahitya Akademi New Delhi 
which was appreciated by renowed 
dignitaries, poets, and readers etc.

The story of the extraordinary 
struggles of the life of Madhukar ji in 
this one hour’s document is contained. 
From the beginning of their literature 
journey in this short film, their excel-
lent literary life has been highlighted. 

A vibrant literary festival dedi-
cated to the memory of Madhukar ji 
emerged. In the end of the program, a 
book of Dogri writer T.R Magotra was 
also released.

EARTH NEWS SERVICE-----------------------------
REASI: As a part of 100 
Days Nasha Mukt Bharat 
Abhiyan, Government 
Polytechnic and Govern-
ment Degree College Reasi 
organised a series of youth 
engagement programmes.

 Government Polytech-
nic organized a series of 
indoor sports activities, 
with active participation 
of 60 students represent-
ing different departments. 
Contests in Table Tennis, 
Chess and Carrom were 
held, providing students 
an opportunity to show-
case their skills, focus and 
strategic thinking.

The program was or-
ganised under the guid-
ance of Principal, Dr. Arun 
Bangotra.      The events 
were organised under 
the supervision of facul-
ty members, Akankasha 
Sharma, Veena Thapa, 
Prashtom Lal, Prashtom 
Singh and Anil Kumar.

Government Degree 
College Katra, in collab-
oration with the Jammu 

and Kashmir Police, or-
ganised an awareness 
symposium as part of the 
ongoing 100-day cam-
paign under the aegis of 
the Nasha Mukt Jammu 
Kashmir Abhiyan.

The programme was 
conducted under the 
leadership of the Prin-
cipal, Dr. Rajni Bhagat 
and coordinated by Prof. 
Mohammad Younus 
Saleem, Nodal Officer 
NMBA. Seven students 
participated in the sym-
posium and shared their 
insightful views on the 
theme “Drugs: The Silent 
Killer.” Khushi Goswami 
secured the first position, 
while Gungun and Rohini 
jointly bagged the second 
position. The third posi-
tion was awarded to Riya 
Thakur.

The Chief Guest and 
Resource Person Akhilesh 
Khajuria, Incharge Police 
Post Kakryal, motivated 
the students to actively 
support law enforcement 
agencies in curbing the 
menace of drug abuse.

Musical program ‘Aavishkar’ based on  
poems of Kehari Singh Madhukar held

Govt Polytechnic Reasi, GDC Katra 
organise youth engagement events

EARTH NEWS SERVICE------------------------------------------
RAMBAN: District Administration 
Ramban is in the process of formu-
lating a GIS-based Master Plan for 
Ramban and Banihal Townships 
envisaging planned urban develop-
ment and sustainable infrastructure 
growth.

 The draft for the plan was re-
viewed at a meeting held today un-
der the directions of Deputy Com-
missioner Mohammad Alyas Khan.   
Chief Planning Officer Dr. Shakeeb 
Ahmed Rather; DFO Anil V. John; 
CEO Municipal Council Ramban 
Sudershan Jamwal; Executive Of-
ficer Municipal Committee Banihal 
Ishan, besides revenue officers and 
officials of stakeholder departments 
attended the meeting.

Domain experts associated with 

the project, including Dr. Ashfaque 
Alam, Team Lead for Urban and 
Regional Planning- Land Man-
agement and Governance and Dr. 
Mayank Dubey, Deputy Team Lead 
for Urban Mobility and Infrastruc-
ture Planning, delivered a detailed 
PowerPoint presentation on the 
proposed master plan and sought 
comments and suggestions from the 
stakeholder departments.

The presentation covered key as-
pects of the plan, including the base 
map of the planning area, demo-
graphic and socio-economic over-
view, planning methodology, survey 
framework, ground-truthing survey 
conducted by Sankalan, primary and 
household surveys, traffic count sur-
vey, secondary data collection, ob-
jectives and scope of the master plan 
and geo-referencing challenges.

Detailed discussions were held 
on the urban planning issues con-
cerning the twin towns, including 
infrastructure requirements, traffic 
management, land use planning and 
civic amenities.

The domain experts also apprised 
the participants about further course 
of action for formulation of the final 
master plan for the Highway Towns. 
Suggestions and observations con-
veyed on behalf of the Deputy Com-
missioner, along with inputs from 
stakeholder departments, were not-
ed by the concerned experts for in-
corporation in the final draft.

The meeting emphasized the im-
portance of a comprehensive and 
practical planning framework to fa-
cilitate systematic urban expansion 
and improved governance in both 
towns of the district.

Ramban and Banihal to get GIS-Powered 
Master Plan for modern urban development

EARTH NEWS SERVICE-----------------------------
JAMMU: The appearance 
day of Lord Shri Nara-
simha, Shri Narasimha 
(Narsingh) Jayanti, will 
be observed this year on 
Thursday, April 30, with 
devotion and proper ritu-
als. 

Mahant Rohit Shas-
tri, President of the Shri 
Kailakh Jyotish avim Ve-
dic Sansthan Trust (Reg-
istered), informed that 
according to the scripture 
Dharmasindhu, Narasim-
ha Jayanti is observed on 
the Chaturdashi (14th day) 
of the Shukla Paksha in 
the month of Vaishakh, 
when the Chaturdashi Tithi 
prevails at sunset. If the 
Chaturdashi Tithi spans 
both days at sunset, the 
festival is observed on the 
following day.

This year, the Chatur-
dashi Tithi begins on 
Wednesday, April 29 at 
7:52 PM and continues 
until Thursday, April 30 at 
9:12 PM. Since the Chatur-
dashi Tithi is present at 
sunset on April 30, the 
auspicious festival of Shri 
Narasimha Jayanti will be 
celebrated on Thursday, 
April 30.

Mahant Rohit Shastri 

stated that Lord Shri Nara-
simha is the fourth incar-
nation of Lord Vishnu, who 
destroyed the demon Hira-
nyakashipu to protect his 
supreme devotee Prahlad 
and to eliminate unrigh-
teousness. 

His form is unique—
having the face of a lion 
and the body of a human. 
Hence, he is called “Nara-
simha,” meaning “Man-Li-
on.”

Auspicious Time for 
Worship: This year, the 
most favorable time for 
Narasimha Puja on April 
30 is from 5:16 PM to 8:02 
PM. During this period, 
devotees can perform wor-
ship vidhipurbak and earn 
spiritual merit. This shub-
kal of 2 hours and 46 min-

utes is considered especial-
ly fruitful.

Fasting and Parana 
(Breaking the Fast): Dev-
otees who are physically 
able may observe a fast on 
this day to receive divine 
blessings. The fast should 
be broken on Friday, May 
1, after sunrise and before 
12:20 PM.

Narasimha Puja Proce-
dure (Brief): After morning 
ablutions, set up a sancti-
fied altar facing east, cov-
ered with a yellow cloth, 
and place idols or pictures 
of Lord Ganesha and Lord 
Narasimha.

Purify the area and al-
tar using Ganga water or 
cow urine. Place a coconut 
atop a water-filled kalash 
and invoke the presence of 
deities, Navagrahas (nine 
planets), pilgrimage sites, 
and city guardians.

Take a resolve (sankalp) 
and perform the six-
teen-step Vedic puja (Sho-
dashopachar): invocation, 
offering of seat, water for 
feet, water for sipping, 
bathing, clothes, sandal-
wood paste, roli, turmer-
ic, flowers, incense, lamp, 
food offering, fruits, betel 
leaves, offering of money, 
aarti, circumambulation, 
and concluding prayers.

Shri Narasimha-Narsingh Jayanti to be observed 
on April 30: Mahant Rohit Shastri, Jyotishacharya EARTH NEWS SERVICE-----------------------------

DODA: Legal Awareness Pro-
gramme on mediation and 
child protection laws were 
organised Wednesday by the 
District Legal Services Au-
thority (DLSA) Doda.

The awareness pro-
gramme on mediation was 
held here at the Labour Office 
to promote alternative dis-

pute resolution mechanisms 
among the public.

The programme was con-
ducted by Advocate Tahir 
Hussain Dar (LADC) along 
with Advocate Abhi Kumar, 
in the presence of Para Legal 
Volunteers (PLVs) Paramveer 
and Shehnaza.

The speakers elaborated 
on the significance of medi-
ation as an effective tool for 

resolving disputes in a quick, 
cost-efficient and amicable 
manner.  They emphasized 
that mediation not only re-
duces the burden on courts 
but also helps maintain cor-
dial relationships between 
parties. The participants were 
encouraged to opt for medi-
ation as a preferred mode of 
dispute resolution to avoid 
prolonged litigation.

Meanwhile, an awareness 
camp focusing on child pro-
tection laws and prevention 
of sexual offences was orga-
nized today at a local school 
under the directions of the 
Chairman District Legal 
Services Authority (DLSA) 
Bhaderwah, Secretary DLSA   
and Chairman Tehsil Legal 
Services Committee (TLSC) 
Doda.

DLSA Doda spreads awareness on Mediation; Child protection laws   PHC Bhagwah gets 
Truenat Machine
DODA: In a significant 
development aimed at 
strengthening healthcare 
facilities in the remote ar-
eas of the district, the Chief 
Medical Officer Doda Dr. 
Tanveer Ahmed Rather, 
Wednesday inaugurated a 
Truenat Machine dedicated 
to PHC Bhagwah.

With the installation 
of the machine, TB tests 
will now be conducted at 
the PHC, providing timely 
diagnostic services to the 
local people and those from 
adjoining areas.

The CMO said that the 
addition of the Truenat 
Machine would greatly 
benefit the local population 
and strengthen healthcare 
delivery services.

District Epidemiologist 
Umar Anayat, Mashhood 
Latif, BM&EO Ghat, 
besides the staff members 
of PHC Bhagwah were also 
present on the occasion.

The local residents 
expressed gratitude to the 
Chief Medical Officer and 
the Health Department for 
this valuable initiative.

The inauguration re-
flects the continued efforts 
of the Health Department 
Doda towards modern-
ization and strengthening 
of healthcare institutions 
across the district.

EARTH NEWS SERVICE-----------------------------------
JAMMU:  Natrang marked 
the International Day of 
Dance with vibrant celebra-
tion and cultural fervor at 
its Studio Theatre Wednes-
day, bringing together art-
ists, enthusiasts, and the lo-
cal community in a spirited 
tribute to the rich heritage 
of Dogri dance traditions. 
The event unfolded as a 
lively confluence of per-
formance, reflection, and 
dialogue, highlighting the 
enduring legacy of regional 
art forms such as Kudd and 
Jagarna.
At the heart of the celebra-
tion was a renewed commit-
ment to reconnect younger 
generations with the deep 
cultural roots of Jammu’s 
traditional dances. 

Through evocative perfor-
mances and thoughtful pre-
sentations, the programme 
emphasized not just the 
aesthetic beauty of these 
forms, but also their histori-
cal and social significance—
an aspect often overlooked 
in contemporary practice.
Addressing the gathering, 
Natrang Director Padma 
Shri Balwant Thakur un-
derscored the urgent need 
for scholarly engagement 
with the traditional founda-
tions of Dogri dance. 
He expressed concern that 
many practitioners today 
remain disconnected from 
the origins, narratives, and 
meanings embedded within 
these art forms. 
“While dance events are 
frequently organized, the 
intellectual and cultur-

al discourse surrounding 
them is missing,” he ob-
served. “This gap weakens 
the movement and could 
have lasting consequences 
for the future of our tradi-
tional dances.”
He further pointed out a 
growing trend where Dogri 
music is paired with gener-
ic or Bollywood-inspired 
choreography, resulting in 
a dilution of the region’s 
distinct artistic identity. 
Stressing authenticity and 
research, he called upon 
artists, institutions, and 
cultural bodies to invest in 
documentation, study, and 
meaningful interpretation 
of indigenous traditions.
A highlight of the evening 
was Balwant Thakur’s 
detailed narration of the 
Jagarna tradition—an inti-

mate and expressive form 
of dance deeply rooted in 
the lives of Dogri women. 
Traditionally performed 
during wedding ceremo-
nies, Jagarna unfolds on 
nights when the groom 
and male members of 
the village depart for the 
bride’s home. Left behind, 
the women remain awake 
through the night, engag-
ing in collective storytelling 
through song and dance. 
This shared artistic expres-
sion, rich with personal 
narratives and emotion-
al depth, gave rise to the 
unique form of Jagarna, 
embodying both celebra-
tion and solidarity.
Thakur emphasized that 
such traditions are not 
merely performances but 
living archives of com-

munity life, emotion, and 
identity. 
He urged both performers 
and audiences to cultivate 
a deeper understanding of 
these origins, advocating 
for a more informed and 
sensitive engagement with 
cultural practices.
The celebration concluded 
on a note of inspiration and 
introspection, with a col-
lective resolve to preserve 
and promote the authentic 
spirit of Dogri dance tradi-
tions. 
On this International Day 
of Dance, Natrang reaf-
firmed its commitment to 
fostering artistic excellence 
rooted in cultural aware-
ness, calling upon the artis-
tic community to prioritize 
research, authenticity, and 
meaningful storytelling.

Natrang celebrates International Day of dance urges scholarship in the field

EARTH NEWS SERVICE-----------------------------------
NUBRA:  Nubra, April 29: 
Mukul Beniwal on Wednes-
day took charge as Deputy 
Commissioner of Nubra, 
while Stanzin Losal assumed 
office as Superintendent of 
Police, marking the formal 
rollout of administrative and 
policing structures in the 
newly created district.
Their appointments follow 
the recent notification de-
claring Nubra as a separate 
district in Ladakh, part of 
a wider administrative re-
organisation intended to 
streamline governance and 
strengthen delivery of pub-
lic services in remote ar-
eas. Officials indicated that 
the transition would focus 
on building institutional 
capacity while addressing 
long-standing local de-

mands for decentralised ad-
ministration.
A ceremonial Guard of Hon-
our by the Ladakh Police 
marked the occasion, reflect-
ing the significance of the 
transition. The officers were 
received earlier at Khardong 
village and along key points 
including Khaltsar and 
T-Morh, where civil admin-
istration officials, commu-
nity leaders, and residents 

gathered to welcome the 
new leadership.
The reception was led by 
Sub Divisional Magistrate 
Nubra, Jigmet Raftan, and 
Tehsildar Sumoor, Tashi 
Jorgais, alongside represen-
tatives of local associations 
and village heads, signalling 
coordinated engagement 
between the administration 
and the community at the 
outset.

At a function held at the 
Deputy Commissioner’s Of-
fice Complex in Diskit, cul-
tural performances by stu-
dents of Government Higher 
Secondary School, Diskit, 
and local artists from Diskit 
and Hunder provided a pub-
lic backdrop to the official 
proceedings, highlighting 
the region’s cultural iden-
tity even as administrative 
changes unfold.
Speaking after assuming 
charge, Beniwal under-
scored the need to establish 
an efficient administrative 
framework capable of de-
livering government pro-
grammes with greater reach 
and accountability. He not-
ed that Nubra’s elevation to 
district status brings with it 
both opportunities and re-
sponsibilities, particularly 
in ensuring that governance 

mechanisms respond effec-
tively to local aspirations.
Losal, outlining his priori-
ties, emphasised maintain-
ing law and order while fos-
tering a policing approach 
rooted in public trust. He 
pointed to the importance 
of engaging youth and 
strengthening community 
policing initiatives as part 
of efforts to ensure stability 
and safety in the region.
Both officers indicated that 
close coordination between 
the civil administration and 
police would be central to 
the district’s early function-
ing. Their approach, officials 
said, is expected to shape the 
initial trajectory of Nubra’s 
institutional development 
as it transitions into a fully 
operational district within 
Ladakh’s evolving adminis-
trative framework.

Mukul Beniwal, Stanzin Losal take 
charge as Nubra’s first DC and SP


