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Outreach camps in Neyraks, Youlchung,

Lingshed mark conclusion of Jung-sJabs
Certificates issued, Health screenings held

EARTH NEWS SERVICE
KHALTSE: The multi-de-
partment “Jung-sJabs”

public outreach programme
concluded in Sub-Division
Khaltse on Wednesday, with
officials conducting camps
across Neyraks, Youlchung,
and Lingshed villages of
Singaylalok Block, deliver-
ing services and collecting
grievances at the grassroots
level.

The concluding day saw
participation from key ad-
ministrative and sectoral
departments, with Naib Te-
hsildar Khaltse, Asgar Ali,
and Naib Tehsildar Wanla,
Phuntsog Namgail, chairing
the proceedings. Officials
from Revenue, Animal and
Sheep Husbandry, Health,
Rural Development, and
Agriculture  departments
were present to facilitate
on-the-spot service deliv-
ery and address public con-
cerns.

During the camps, author-
ities reviewed the imple-
mentation of government

schemes and assessed the
reach of services in remote
villages. Residents, repre-
sented by local Nambardars,
voiced issues ranging from
civic amenities to develop-
ment needs. Officials doc-
umented these grievances
and assured that they would
be forwarded to higher au-

thorities for consideration.

The outreach exercise also
focused on direct engage-
ment, with officers interact-
ing with villagers, explain-
ing departmental schemes,
and clarifying queries. A
visit to the Government
Primary School in Neyraks
was also undertaken by the

officials as part of the day’s
programme.

On the service delivery
front, the Revenue Depart-
ment issued Ladakh Resi-
dent Certificates along with
electoral and revenue ex-
tracts. The Health Depart-
ment conducted screenings
for non-communicable dis-
eases and facilitated the cre-
ation and linking of ABHA
IDs and PMJAY cards, ex-
panding access to health-
care benefits.

Block Veterinary Officer
Dr. Zakir Hussain and oth-
er field-level functionaries,
including revenue staff and
departmental represen-
tatives, remained actively
involved throughout the
camps, ensuring coordina-
tion across sectors.

The  Jung-sJabs  pro-
gramme, designed as a
public interface initiative,
aimed to bridge adminis-
trative outreach gaps in
far-flung areas by bringing
essential services and gov-
ernance mechanisms closer
to residents.
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LAHDC Kargil activates One Stop Centre,
emphasises departmental coordination

EARTH NEWS SERVICE

KARGIL: The District Administration
in Kargil on Wednesday operation-
alised a One Stop Centre aimed at
streamlining access to government
services and strengthening institution-
al support for entrepreneurship and
livelihood generation.

The development was reviewed at a
meeting chaired by Deputy Commis-
sioner and Chief Executive Officer of
LAHDC Kargil, Rakesh Kumar, who
directed departments to ensure close
coordination so that the centre func-
tions as an effective single-window
platform for beneficiaries.

Officials said the facility is intended
to provide integrated guidance, facil-
itation and awareness on a range of
welfare schemes and self-employment
programmes, particularly targeting as-
piring entrepreneurs and underserved
sections. The administration expects
the centre to ease procedural bottle-
necks and improve outreach at the
grassroots level.

In an early demonstration of intent,
the Deputy Commissioner approved a
loan case on the spot during the pro-
ceedings, signalling a push towards
quicker decision-making and timely
financial assistance for eligible appli-
cants.

Emphasising
gence, Kumar said the success of the
initiative would depend on sustained
coordination among departments and
continuous monitoring of outcomes.
He called upon stakeholders to work
collectively to ensure that the benefits
of various schemes reach intended re-
cipients without delay.

Officials from the Handloom, Handi-
crafts, Animal Husbandry and Sheep

institutional conver-

Husbandry departments, among oth-
ers, attended the meeting, reflecting a
multi-departmental approach to ser-
vice delivery.

The administration maintained that
the One Stop Centre is expected to
evolve into a focal point for facilitat-
ing livelihoods and promoting entre-
preneurship, while addressing gaps
in public service delivery across the
district.

Ladakh University Students explore Radio  Demjok Village withess completion of “Jung
Operations during studv tour of AIR Kargil

EARTH NEWS SERVICE
KARGIL: Students of the De-
partment of Mass Communi-
cation and Journalism at the
Kargil Campus of University
of Ladakh undertook an aca-
demic study tour to All India
Radio Kargil on Wednesday,
gaining direct exposure to the
functioning of a professional
radio station.

The visit, organised under
the supervision of Dr. Meh-
boob Ali, In-Charge Admin-
istration, formed part of the
department’s ongoing efforts
to integrate classroom learn-
ing with field-based train-
ing. Dean of Arts, Dr. Jaffar
Ali Khan, accompanied the
group and urged students
to utilise such opportunities
to refine their professional
skills.

During the tour, students
were introduced to the organ-
isational framework and day-
to-day operations of the radio
station. They observed key
processes such as programme
production, script prepara-

tion, voice modulation, sound
recording, editing, and trans-
mission. Guided access to
studios, control rooms and
technical units allowed them
to witness live broadcasting
and engage with contempo-
rary broadcast equipment.

Faculty members said the in-
teraction with seasoned radio
professionals offered valu-
able insights into voice cul-
ture, presentation techniques
and newsroom practices. Stu-
dents were also briefed on the
nuances of radio programme
production,  strengthening
their understanding of indus-

try standards.

The exercise underscored the
continuing relevance of radio
as a medium for information
dissemination and cultural
continuity, particularly in re-
mote regions such as Kargil.
Participants noted that the
visit helped translate theo-
retical concepts into practical
understanding.

The Department of Mass
Communication and Journal-
ism expressed appreciation to
AIR Kargil, Director Gulzar,
and the technical staff for fa-
cilitating the visit and extend-
ing logistical support.
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reach  programme

NYOMA: A month-long out-
under
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the Administration at Door-
step initiative concluded on
Wednesday at Demjok vil-
lage in Nyoma subdivision,
marking the culmination of
sustained efforts to deliv-
er public services directly to
residents in one of Ladakh’s
remote border settlements.
The programme, titled “Jung
sJabs,” was conducted un-
der the supervision of Naib
Tehsildar Hanle, Ms Kunzes
Dolma, with active partici-
pation from multiple govern-
ment departments. Officials
confirmed that the initiative
focused on ensuring last-mile
delivery of welfare schemes
while addressing  public
grievances through on-the-
spot interventions.

Over the course of the out-
reach, departmental teams
engaged with households
across Demjok, facilitating
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and disseminating informa-
tion on various government
schemes. Residents were pro-
vided immediate assistance
in availing benefits, with offi-
cials working to resolve pend-
ing issues during field visits.

Administrative sources indi-

de51gned to bridge gaps be-
tween governance structures
and communities residing in
far-flung areas. By taking ser-
vices directly to the village,
authorities aimed to reduce
dependency on distant offices
and improve responsiveness

sJabs” drive Wlth focus on welfare delivery

The programme also placed
emphasis on awareness cam-
paigns, with officials con-
ducting sessions to familia-

rise villagers with available
welfare measures. This ap-
proach, according to the ad-
ministration, helped enhance
participation and ensured
that eligible Dbeneficiaries
were not excluded due to lack
of information.

Local residents responded
positively to the initiative,
with many availing services
and voicing concerns during
the outreach. The admin-
istration noted that the in-
teraction provided valuable
feedback, which is expected
to inform future policy im-
plementation in the region.
The conclusion of the “Jung
sJabs” programme under-
scores the administration’s
ongoing efforts to strengthen
grassroots governance in La-
dakh’s border areas, where
accessibility and service de-
livery continue to pose oper-

access to essential services

cated that the initiative was

to local needs.

ational challenges.

Mukul Beniwal, Stanzin Losal take
charge as Nubra’s first DC and SP

EARTH NEWS SERVICE

NUBRA: Nubra, April 29:
Mukul Beniwal on Wednes-
day took charge as Deputy
Commissioner of Nubra,
while Stanzin Losal assumed
office as Superintendent of
Police, marking the formal
rollout of administrative and
policing structures in the
newly created district.

Their appointments follow
the recent notification de-
claring Nubra as a separate
district in Ladakh, part of
a wider administrative re-
organisation intended to
streamline governance and
strengthen delivery of pub-
lic services in remote ar-
eas. Officials indicated that
the transition would focus
on building institutional
capacity while addressing
long-standing  local de-
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mands for decentralised ad-
ministration.

A ceremonial Guard of Hon-
our by the Ladakh Police
marked the occasion, reflect-
ing the significance of the
transition. The officers were
received earlier at Khardong
village and along key points
including Khaltsar and
T-Morh, where civil admin-
istration officials, commu-
nity leaders, and residents

gathered to welcome the
new leadership.

The reception was led by
Sub Divisional Magistrate
Nubra, Jigmet Raftan, and
Tehsildar Sumoor, Tashi
Jorgais, alongside represen-
tatives of local associations
and village heads, signalling
coordinated engagement
between the administration
and the community at the
outset.

At a function held at the
Deputy Commissioner’s Of-
fice Complex in Diskit, cul-
tural performances by stu-
dents of Government Higher
Secondary School, Diskit,
and local artists from Diskit
and Hunder provided a pub-
lic backdrop to the official
proceedings,  highlighting
the region’s cultural iden-
tity even as administrative
changes unfold.

Speaking after assuming
charge, Beniwal under-
scored the need to establish
an efficient administrative
framework capable of de-
livering government pro-
grammes with greater reach
and accountability. He not-
ed that Nubra’s elevation to
district status brings with it
both opportunities and re-
sponsibilities,  particularly
in ensuring that governance

mechanisms respond effec-
tively to local aspirations.
Losal, outlining his priori-
ties, emphasised maintain-
ing law and order while fos-
tering a policing approach
rooted in public trust. He
pointed to the importance
of engaging youth and
strengthening community
policing initiatives as part
of efforts to ensure stability
and safety in the region.
Both officers indicated that
close coordination between
the civil administration and
police would be central to
the district’s early function-
ing. Their approach, officials
said, is expected to shape the
initial trajectory of Nubra’s
institutional ~ development
as it transitions into a fully
operational district within
Ladakh’s evolving adminis-
trative framework.

Army Public School Janglot celebrates
AWES Day with dignity, enthusiasm

EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: Army  Public
School, Janglot, commem-
orated Army Welfare Ed-
ucation Society (AWES)
Day on 29th April 2026
with great pride, dignity,
and spirited enthusiasm.

The occasion was hon-
oured by the esteemed
presence of the Honour-
able Chairman, Brig. Te-
jender Choudhary, whose
inspiring presence added
grace and prestige to the
celebration.

The celebration wit-
nessed the participation
of the respected Principal,
Dr. Vishakha Sharma, re-
spected teachers, and en-
thusiastic students.

The programme com-
menced with the ceremo-
nial hoisting of the AWES
flag, a symbol of unity, dis-
cipline, and unwavering
commitment to excellence,
followed by the soulful
rendition of the AWES

Song.
The celebration un-
folded with an insight-

ful Enghsh speech and a

heartfelt Hindi speech,
both reflecting the vision
of AWES. Adding a cre-
ative dimension, the stu-
dents presented a com-
pelling AWES-themed
skit, beautifully portraying
the journey of education,
character-building, and
nation-building under the
guiding light of AWES.
The event reached a
moment of great pride with
the recognition of sporting
excellence. The Under-15
Boys’ Football Team of
APS Janglot brought lau-
rels to the institution by se-

curing First Position in the
Inter Army Public Schools,
9 Corps Cluster-II Cham-
pionship, triumphing over
APS Kandrori.

The APSJ team was fe-
licitated in the gracious
presence of the Honour-
able Chairman Sir and
Principal.

The champions were
awarded medals, Studs,
and a cash prize of Rs
1000 each, while the coach,
Rohit Deep Singh Jasrotia,
was honoured with a spe-
cial cash award of Rs 5000
for his dedicated mentor-
ship.

Natrang celebrates International Day of dance urges scholarship in the field

EARTH NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU: Natrang marked
the International Day of
Dance with vibrant celebra-
tion and cultural fervor at
its Studio Theatre Wednes-
day, bringing together art-
ists, enthusiasts, and the lo-
cal community in a spirited
tribute to the rich heritage
of Dogri dance traditions.
The event unfolded as a
lively confluence of per-
formance, reflection, and
dialogue, highlighting the
enduring legacy of regional
art forms such as Kudd and
Jagarna.

At the heart of the celebra-
tion was a renewed commit-
ment to reconnect younger
generations with the deep
cultural roots of Jammu’s
traditional dances.

Through evocative perfor-
mances and thoughtful pre-
sentations, the programme
emphasized not just the
aesthetic beauty of these
forms, but also their histori-
cal and social significance—
an aspect often overlooked
in contemporary practice.
Addressing the gathering,
Natrang Director Padma
Shri Balwant Thakur un-
derscored the urgent need
for scholarly engagement
with the traditional founda-
tions of Dogri dance.

He expressed concern that
many practitioners today
remain disconnected from
the origins, narratives, and
meanings embedded within
these art forms.

“While dance events are
frequently organized, the
intellectual and cultur-

al discourse surrounding
them is missing,” he ob-
served. “This gap weakens
the movement and could
have lasting consequences
for the future of our tradi-
tional dances.”

He further pointed out a
growing trend where Dogri
music is paired with gener-
ic or Bollywood-inspired
choreography, resulting in
a dilution of the region’s
distinct artistic identity.
Stressing authenticity and
research, he called upon
artists, institutions, and
cultural bodies to invest in
documentation, study, and
meaningful interpretation
of indigenous traditions.

A highlight of the evening
was Balwant Thakur’s
detailed narration of the
Jagarna tradition—an inti-

mate and expressive form
of dance deeply rooted in
the lives of Dogri women.
Traditionally  performed
during wedding ceremo-
nies, Jagarna unfolds on
nights when the groom
and male members of
the village depart for the
bride’s home. Left behind,
the women remain awake
through the night, engag-
ing in collective storytelling
through song and dance.
This shared artistic expres-
sion, rich with personal
narratives and emotion-
al depth, gave rise to the
unique form of Jagarna,
embodying both celebra-
tion and solidarity.

Thakur emphasized that
such traditions are not
merely performances but
living archives of com-

munity life, emotion, and
identity.

He urged both performers
and audiences to cultivate
a deeper understanding of
these origins, advocating
for a more informed and
sensitive engagement with
cultural practices.

The celebration concluded
on a note of inspiration and
introspection, with a col-
lective resolve to preserve
and promote the authentic
spirit of Dogri dance tradi-
tions.

On this International Day
of Dance, Natrang reaf-
firmed its commitment to
fostering artistic excellence
rooted in cultural aware-
ness, calling upon the artis-
tic community to prioritize
research, authenticity, and
meaningful storytelling.




