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DDC Kulgam unveils Rs 1800 Grore
NABARD Credit Plan for 202627

EARTH NEWS SERVICE

KULGAM: District Develop-
ment Commissioner (DDC)
Kulgam, Shahzad Alam,
along with AGM NABARD
and other district-level of-
ficers, today unveiled the
Potential Linked Credit Plan
(PLP) document prepared by
NABARD for the financial
year 2026—27.

NABARD has envisaged
a credit potential of Y1800
crore for Kulgam district
for the year 2026—27 to be
achieved by banks, financial
institutions and develop-
ment departments operating
in the district.

This was revealed during
a District Level Consultative
Committee meeting held un-
der the chairmanship of the
DDC.

The meeting was attend-
ed by the Joint Director
Planning, AGM RBI, AGM
NABARD, Lead District
Manager (LDM), district of-

ficers from various depart-
ments and representatives
of banks functioning in the
district.

During the meeting, the
Deputy Commissioner for-
mally launched the Potential
Linked Credit Plan (PLP) for
the ensuing financial year.
AGM NABARD, Rouf Zargar
informed that the PLP would
form the basis for prepara-
tion of the Annual District
Credit Plan for the upcom-
ing year. He stated that the
PLP has been prepared in
alignment with the policies
of the Central and UT Gov-
ernments and reflects the
national priorities of the
Government of India to scale
up lending across various
sectors of the economy.

Providing details, the
AGM NABARD said that
NABARD has projected
a total credit potential of
X1800.45 crore for the dis-
trict for 2026—27 under
priority sectors. Sector-wise

“One Sport for One Child” vision
to transform student
participation in Sports; DC Athar

EARTH NEWS SERVICE

BUDGAM: A meeting re-
garding the “Youth En-
gagement and Empow-
erment Plan” was today
convened at the DC Of-
fice Complex Budgam
under the chairmanship
of Deputy Commission-
er (DC) Budgam, Athar
Aamir Khan to deliberate
upon structured initia-
tives aimed at channel-
izing the energy of youth
towards constructive and
nation-building  activi-
ties.

The meeting was at-
tended by the Joint di-
rector Planning Budgam,
ACD Budgam, Chief Ed-
ucation Officer Budgam,
District Youth Services &
Sports Officer Budgam,
Assistant Labour Com-
missioner Budgam, and
District Information Of-
ficer Budgam, among
other concerned officials.

At the outset, the DC
emphasised the need for
a coordinated and re-
sult-oriented approach
among all departments
to ensure holistic youth
empowerment. High-
lighting the importance
of sports activities, the
DC articulated a vision-
ary concept of “One
Sport for One Child.” He
underscored that every
student in the district
should be associated
with at least one sport,
so as to promote phys-
ical fitness, discipline,
team spirit, and mental
well-being among young
learners.

He stated that sports
are not merely extra-
curricular activities but
essential components
of overall education and
youth development.

The DC  directed

Chief Education Officer
Budgam to initiate the
preparation of a separate
and dedicated “Sports
Card” for each student
enrolled in government
and private education-
al institutions across
the district. He said, the
Sports Card shall record
the specific sport chosen
by the student, level of

participation, achieve-
ments, performance
tracking, and progress

over time.

The DC further said,
this database will enable
systematic = monitoring
and identification of
talent at an early stage,
facilitating targeted
coaching and advanced
training opportunities.

He  directed that
schools should encour-
age students to volun-
tarily select a sport based
on their interest and ap-
titude.

The District Youth
Services & Sports Of-
ficer was instructed to
ensure availability of
basic sports infrastruc-
ture and trained coaches,
wherever feasible, and
to organize regular in-
ter-school and zone-level
competitions to nurture
competitive spirit among
students.

The DC emphasized
that youth empowerment
must extend beyond
sports and academics to
include employability,
entrepreneurship, and
vocational skills.

The DC called for
transforming  Budgam
into a model district
in youth engagement,
where every child is ac-
tively involved in at least
one sport and is provided
with the necessary sup-
port to excel in life.

projections include ¥1192.13
crore for agriculture and
allied activities including
agriculture infrastructure;
3490.80 crore for MSME;
%1.93 crore for export credit;
%15.58 crore for education;
%45 crore for housing; ¥7.35
crore for renewable energy,
and %16.84 crore for social
infrastructure development.
The informal credit delivery
system for support to SHGs/
JLGs has been estimated at
%27.81 crore.

He further informed that
NABARD undertook the PLP
exercise after extensive con-
sultations with stakeholders
from agriculture, MSME and
rural development sectors.

Keeping in view the
available resources and in-
frastructure in the district, a
scientific assessment of cred-
it potential under various
priority sectors has been car-
ried out. The PLP highlights
sector-specific infrastructure
gaps and identifies critical

interventions required by the
Government and financial
institutions to fully harness
the district’s potential.

This year, NABARD has
leveraged technology to pre-
pare a digital PLP for more
efficient credit projections.
The new-generation docu-
ment features a standardized
structure, comprehensive
coverage and data indices,
significantly reducing manu-
alintervention and laying the
foundation for a data-driven
credit planning environ-
ment. NABARD’s PLP serves
as a catalyst for empowering
rural areas and supporting
stakeholders across the rural
ecosystem.

The DDC complimented
NABARD for accurately as-
sessing the district’s credit
potential and emphasized
that banks must focus on
priority sectors, particularly
agriculture and allied activi-
ties, to generate employment
opportunities in the district.
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GANDERBAL: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Ganderbal,
Jatin Kishore, today chaired
a meeting of the District Level
Implementation Committee
(DLIC) to review and approve
cases under Mission Yuva in
the district.

During the meeting, the
committee deliberated in
detail on the applications
received. After thorough
scrutiny, a total of 224 cases

including 223 Nano cases and
01 MSME case were approved
to enable aspiring entrepre-
neurs to establish and expand
their ventures across diverse
sectors.

Addressing the meeting,
the DC stressed the impor-
tance of timely processing
and disposal of cases to en-
sure that eligible youth re-
ceive financial assistance
without delay.

He directed the concerned
officers and banking insti-

DC Kulgam inspects multiple Government
Otfices, visits Libraries & Reading Rooms

EARTH NEWS SERVICE

KUPWARA: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Kulgam,
Shahzad Alam, today con-
ducted an extensive in-
spection of several key
government offices across
the district, including the
Employment & Counsel-
ling Centre, Tehsil Office
Kulgam, and various dis-
trict and tehsil libraries and
reading rooms.

During his visit to the
Employment & Counselling
Centre, the Deputy Com-
missioner directed the con-
cerned officers to establish a
Self Business Development
Unit (SBDU) Cell within

the campus to strengthen
self-employment opportu-
nities and facilitate aspiring

entrepreneurs. He empha-
sized the need for structured
career guidance, profession-

al counselling, and skill de-
velopment support for un-
employed youth to enhance
their employability and en-
trepreneurial capacities.
Highlighting the im-
portance of constructive
youth engagement, the DC
further instructed that the
Youth Engagement Centre
be developed into a centre
of excellence aimed at chan-
nelizing the energy of young
people into productive and
skill-oriented activities. He
noted that such initiatives
would help create a sup-
portive ecosystem for career
growth, innovation, and
sustainable livelihood gen-
eration in the district.

DC Athar chairs meeting on selection
of beneficiaries under PMMSY for 2025 26

EARTH NEWS SERVICE

BUDGAM: Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Budgam, Athar Aamir Khan today
chaired a meeting at the District Head-
quarters to review and finalize the se-
lection of beneficiaries under various
components of the Pradhan Mantri
Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY) for

the year 2025—26.

The meeting was convened by the
office of the Assistant Director Fish-
eries, Budgam, to deliberate upon
the applications received for estab-
lishment of fisheries-related units in
the private sector under the Centrally

Sponsored Scheme.

The department of Fisheries is
providing financial assistance under
PMMSY to promote entrepreneur-
ship, enhance fish production, gener-
ate employment, and strengthen the

fisheries sector in the district.

It was informed in the meeting that
wide publicity was ensured through
advertisement notices published in
leading local dailies and uploaded on
the district website to invite appli-
cations from eligible and interested
unemployed youth and individuals
intending to avail incentives under
the scheme. 220 Applications were

guidelines.

received in the office of Assistant Di-
rector Fisheries Budgam within the
stipulated timeline, out of which 106
are feasible. All the feasible 106 appli-
cations were approved in the meeting.

The meeting reviewed the tentative
targets allocated by the Directorate
for various components and exam-
ined the applications received under
different activities. Detailed discus-
sions were held regarding feasibility,
eligibility criteria, and government
share admissible under the scheme

The DC emphasized transparency,
merit-based selection, and timely pro-

cessing of cases to ensure that genuine
beneficiaries receive support. He di-
rected the concerned officers to strict-
ly adhere to scheme norms and en-
sure that the benefits reach deserving
applicants, particularly unemployed
youth, to boost self-employment and
livelihood generation in the district.
The DC further reiterated the
administration’s
strengthening the fisheries sector as a
viable source of income and directed
the department to provide necessary

commitment to

handholding and technical guidance

to selected beneficiaries for successful
implementation of their projects.

JRK witnesses rain deficit for seventh consecutive winter

EARTH NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: Jammu and
Kashmir witnessed a sev-
enth consecutive rainfall-de-
ficient winter this year, with
a 65 per cent departure from
the normal. Kishtwar and
Shopian districts recorded
the alarming deficit this win-
ter at 90 per cent and 82 per
cent, respectively.

“Jammu and Kashmir
has recorded its seventh
straight winter rainfall defi-
cit, with the core winter pe-
riod December 2025 to Feb-
ruary 2026 ending at a 65
per cent departure from the
normal,” the data gathered
by independent forecaster
Faizan Arif suggests.

Arif said the region re-
ceived just 100.6 mm of
precipitation against a nor-
mal of 284.9 mm during
the three months. The inde-
pendent forecaster said that
December, with a departure
of 78 per cent, saw the actual
rainfall of 13.0 mm against
the normal of 59.4 mm. Jan-
uary witnessed the actual of

73.4 mm against the normal
of 95.1 mm — a departure of
23 per cent, he said, adding
that some Western Distur-
bance activity in the month
prevented a total seasonal
collapse.
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With a departure of 89
per cent, in February, the
actual rainfall was 14.2 mm
compared to the normal
130.4 mm.

“February turned disas-
trous. With nearly 9o per

&

cent deficit, it was one of the

driest February months in
the recent record. This sharp
collapse dragged the entire
winter seasonal total down
to minus 65 per cent,” the
forecaster said.

According to district-wise
data, Kishtwar district in the
region was the highest rain-
fall deficit this winter at 9o
per cent, followed by Shopi-
an at 82 per cent. Srinagar
and Jammu districts re-
mained 64 per cent rainfall
deficit, Arif added.

According to him, the
data confirms that every
winter since 2019-20 has
ended below normal, mak-
ing this the seventh consec-
utive deficient winter season
in the state. The winter of
2019-20 saw a 20 per cent
deficit, 2020-21 (37 per
cent), 2021-22 (8 per cent),
2022-23 (34 per cent),
2023-24 (54 per cent), and
2024-25 (45 per cent), he
said.

Before that, the winter of
2018-19 had a 36 per cent
surplus precipitation, with
2016-17 of 29 per cent, and
2012-13 (14 per cent), he
added.

The data highlights a
sharp drying trend in core
winter precipitation, Arif
said.

The independent fore-
caster said, “With December
almost dry, January subpar,
and February collapsing
nearly 9o per cent below
normal, the snowpack gen-
eration window has weak-
ened substantially.” “Such
back-to-back winter deficits
reduce the natural melt-
water buffer that Kashmir
traditionally depends on
during late spring, summer
and autumn,” he said.

Arif asserted that the
seven consecutive deficient
winters indicate that this
is not random variability
alone, but a sustained shift
in seasonal precipitation
patterns.

The repeated winter
shortfalls since 2019-20
suggest that there is an in-
crease in the variability of
strength and frequency of
the Western Disturbances,
he said.

Arif also highlighted a
greater intra-seasonal con-
centration of rainfall events
and longer dry spells be-
tween active phases, he said.
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Rk cases approved under DLIC in Ganderbal

tutions to expedite sanction
and disbursement of cases
so that the beneficiaries can
commence their activities at
the earliest.

The DC further instructed
the Lead District Manager
and other officers to main-
tain close coordination and
ensure that all formalities are
completed in a time-bound
manner. Reiterating the ad-
ministration’s commitment
to youth empowerment, the
DC urged officers to provide

handholding support to ben-
eficiaries, including guidance
on project formulation, mar-
ket linkage and follow-up
support to ensure the sustain-
ability of the units established
under Mission Yuva.

The meeting was attended
by Additional District Devel-
opment Commissioner, Lead
District Manager, Functional
Manager DIC, officials from
Employment  Department
and other concerned officers
and officials.

complex in Srinagar.

urban households.

division.

department.

substandard goods.

their trade practices.

Director Agriculture Kashmir
Ispects Key Schemes af Lalmandi

SRINAGAR: Director Agriculture Kashmir (DAK),
Sartaj Ahmad Shah, today conducted a detailed
inspection of several flagship schemes at the Lalmandi

The visit focused on assessing progress under the
Floriculture Development Scheme, Kitchen Garden
Scheme, and Integrated Mushroom Development Cen-
tre (IMDC), while also reviewing overall preparations
for the upcoming agricultural season.

During the inspection, the Director visited various
sections of the Floriculture Development Scheme to
evaluate infrastructure, nursery operations, and ongo-
ing initiatives aimed at promoting commercial floricul-
ture and allied activities in the region. He emphasized
the importance of enhancing flower production, quality
standards, and market linkages to boost farmers’ in-
come under government-supported programs.

At the Kitchen Garden Scheme facility, the Director
reviewed seedling production, distribution mecha-
nisms, and promotional efforts to encourage household
and community-level vegetable cultivation. The scheme
continues to play a vital role in promoting self-suffi-
ciency in fresh vegetables, nutritional security, and
sustainable home gardening practices among rural and

The inspection also included the Integrated
Mushroom Development Centre (IMDC), where the
Director assessed spawn production, compost facilities,
training programs, and technical support extended to
mushroom growers. He directed officials to strength-
en extension services and ensure timely availability
of quality inputs to farmers interested in mushroom
cultivation as a high-value enterprise.

While interacting with officers and field staff, the
Director reviewed the overall readiness for the forth-
coming agricultural season, including input availability
(seeds, fertilizers, and planting material), pest and
disease management strategies, weather-adaptive prac-
tices, and farmer outreach programs. He stressed the
need for coordinated efforts to maximize productivity,
minimize post-harvest losses, and align departmental
activities with the objectives of the Holistic Agriculture
Development Programme (HADP) and other schemes.

The Director commended the dedication of the staff
at Lalmandi and called for sustained focus on inno-
vation, quality, and farmer-centric service delivery to
achieve the goals of sustainable agriculture in Kashmir

Market Checking Drive conducted in Handwara
{0 ensure fair pricing during Ramadan

KUPWARA: In a concerted efforts to regulate market
prices and prevent hoarding during the holy month of
Ramadan, the Tehsil Administration Handwara, under
the directives of Deputy Commissioner, (DC) Kupwara,
Shrikant Suse and in supervision of the Additional
Deputy Commissioner (ADC), Handwara, Javed Na-
seem Masoodi, conducted an extensive market check-
ing drive in Handwara Town today. The drive was led
by Tehsildar Handwara, Zeeshan Khan in collaboration
with the SDPO Handwara and officials from Revenue

The inspection covered various markets in Hand-
wara town to ensure that essential commodities were
being sold at fair prices and in adequate supply.

During the inspection, officials assessed the pricing
of staple food items, vegetables, dairy products to
government regulations. The team also checked for
any instances of hoarding, overpricing, and the sale of

Speaking on the occasion, Tehsildar Handwara
emphasized the importance of the drive stating the
primary objective of this initiative is to regulate the
availability of fresh and hygienic products for the
people during Ramadan. The Administration has urged
local shopkeepers and vendors to strictly adhere to the
prescribed price lists and maintain transparency in

The officials have assured that similar inspections
will continue in the coming days to safeguard consum-
er interests and prevent any unfair trade practices.




