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‘HPC outcome positive, next meet likely in 20 days’

Leh Palace to be developed as cultural destination 
to boost heritage tourism in Ladakh: Lt Guv Gupta
n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

LEH: Lieutenant Governor
Kavinder Gupta on Saturday
said that Leh Palace will be de-
veloped as a vibrant cultural
destination after its inclusion
in the list of 15 archaeological
sites proposed for focused her-
itage-based tourism develop-
ment in the Union Territory.

Thanking Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Union Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman for the initiative,
the Lieutenant Governor said
Ladakh holds strong potential
for tourism growth and her-
itage-led economic activity.

“I believe such an initia-
tive will help promote tourism
in the high-altitude region in
the coming years,” Gupta said.

The remarks came days
after a meeting of the High
Powered Committee (HPC)
on Ladakh, held in New Delhi
on February 4, which re-
mained inconclusive. Two
major civil groups from the
Union Territory — the Leh
Apex Body and the Kargil
Democratic Alliance — reiter-
ated their demands for state-
hood and inclusion of Ladakh
under the Sixth Schedule of
the Constitution.

The meeting was chaired
by Nityanand Rai, who also

heads the committee.
Addressing reporters

here, the Lieutenant Governor
said he remained optimistic
about the outcome of the dia-
logue process and indicated
that the next round of discus-
sions is likely to be held within
the next 20 days.

He said the talks are being
conducted within the frame-
work of the Constitution and
in the national interest,
adding that engagement with
stakeholders is expected to
lead to a constructive out-
come.

During the February 4
meeting, both Ladakh-based
groups also demanded the re-
lease of activist Sonam
Wangchuk and 70 other de-
tainees.

Wangchuk was detained
under the National Security
Act on September 26 last year,
two days after protests over
the demand for statehood and
Sixth Schedule status turned
violent, leaving four persons
dead and around 90 injured in
the Union Territory. The gov-
ernment had accused him of
inciting the violence.

Gupta declined to com-
ment on the demand for
Wangchuk’s release, saying
the matter is presently before
the Supreme Court uP11

JAMMU: The recent Indo-
US deal is in India’s interest,
Ladakh Lt Governor Kavin-
der Gupta said on Saturday,
asserting that the pact will
benefit the people and help
the BJP-led government fo-
cus more on its goal of ‘Viksit
Bharat’ by 2047.

He also condemned the
bombing of a mosque by ter-
rorists in Pakistan and said,
“The incident is a lesson for
the neighbouring country
which is promoting terror-

ism across the globe”.
“The India-US trade

agreement is a welcome step
as it will help us achieve the
goal of 'Viksit Bharat', and
will benefit the people, in-
cluding farmers, create job
opportunities and give us ac-
cess to a much larger mar-
ket,” the LG told PTI here.

He said that although
the United States took time
to adopt this approach, over-
all it demonstrated the suc-
cess of the Indian uP11

'Indo-US trade deal 
in our nation’s favour'

KUALA LUMPUR: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Saturday said India is seen as
a “trusted partner for
growth” and it was reflected
in the recent trade deals it
has agreed with various
countries, including the UK,
USA and the EU.

Addressing a community
programme here, Modi said
the Indian diaspora served as
a living bridge between India
and Malaysia and announced
a new consulate in the archi-
pelago nation and the Thiru-
valluvar Scholarship to en-
able students to study in
India.

Modi, who arrived in
Kuala Lumpur on Saturday
on a two-day visit, referred to
the trade deals India agreed

with various countries and
said India is seen as a
"trusted partner for growth".

“Trust has become In-
dia’s strongest currency,”
Modi said, citing trade deals
with the UK, UAE, Australia,
New Zealand, Oman, the EU
and the US.

Malaysia is home to
nearly three million people of
Indian descent, the second
largest in the world, with an
overwhelming majority of
Tamil origin.

Greeting the Indian com-
munity members in different
languages, the prime minis-
ter made it a point to high-
light the singing abilities of
his Malaysian counterpart
Anwar Ibrahim, particularly
his love of Tamil songs uP11

Trust has become India's 
strongest currency: Modi 

n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

KARGIL: The AN-32 Kargil
Courier Service commenced
operations on Saturday for
the winter season, restoring
air connectivity for the re-
mote district during the
months when surface trans-

port remains largely cut off
due to snowfall and extreme
weather.

The first flight of the sea-
son marked the resumption
of the Indian Air Force–oper-
ated service, which remains
the only dependable link be-
tween Kargil and uP11

AN-32 Courier Service starts in 
Kargil, 82 Passengers Airlifted

DG ITBP visits forward BOPs in Sub-Sector South, 
reviews security, interacts with troops and locals
n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

LEH: Director General of the
Indo-Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP), Shatrujeet Kapur, un-
dertook an important visit to
forward Border Out Posts
(BOPs) along the Northern
borders in Sub-Sector South
of Ladakh, where he inter-
acted with deployed jawans
and reviewed the ground situ-
ation, significantly boosting
the morale of troops sta-
tioned in extreme high-alti-
tude conditions.

During the visit, the ITBP
chief personally met person-
nel deployed at forward loca-
tions and appreciated their
dedication and professional-
ism while operating in one of

the world’s most challenging
terrains. ITBP troops guard
long stretches of the
India–China border in high-
altitude regions where BOPs
are located between about
9,000 and 18,800 feet, often
facing extreme temperatures
and harsh weather condi-

tions.
Kapur’s interaction with

the jawans focused on opera-
tional preparedness, welfare
measures, and motivation,
reinforcing the leadership’s
commitment to ensuring that
troops guarding the borders
remain uP11

‘RSS not against 
anyone, does 
not seek power’
MUMBAI: RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat on Saturday said the
Sangh is not "against any-
one", and does not seek
power or aim to become a
"pressure group", but its ob-
jective is to unite society.

Dr Keshav Baliram
Hedgewar identified several
shortcomings in society in-
cluding the lack of unity and
it finally led him to found
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh in 1925, Bhagwat said,
speaking at a programme or-
ganised to mark the organisa-
tion's centenary.

Saturday was day one of
the two-day lecture series ti-
tled '100 Years of uP11

Enterprising Ladakh debuts at Enchanting Ladakh exhibition

Sea Buckthorn, Wool products, Zanskar Ghee among 11 
Ladakhi brands showcase local products at National Fair 
n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI/LEH:
A total of 11 brands de-
veloped under the En-
terprising Ladakh pro-
gramme presented
their products at the
7th edition of Enchant-
ing Ladakh, being held
at Delhi Haat, New
Delhi, from February 1
to February 15, mark-
ing the programme’s
first participation at
the nationally recog-
nised exhibition.

Enterprising
Ladakh is an initiative
of Ms. Bhanu Prabha,

IAS, Secretary, Depart-
ment of Higher Educa-
tion, Union Territory of
Ladakh, and is being
implemented under
the vision of Dr. Sunil
Shukla, Director Gen-
eral, Entrepreneurship
Development Institute
of India.

The brands show-
cased products created
by participants drawn
from colleges, univer-
sities and Industrial
Training Institutes of
Ladakh, along with
young entrepreneurs,
Self-Help Groups and
experienced business

owners. The exhibition
provided them a direct
interface with cus-
tomers and buyers
from different parts of
the country, enabling
wider market exposure
for locally developed
goods.

The product range
on display reflected the
growing diversity of
enterprise in the re-
gion. Items included
3D models, crocheted
products, Khataks,
Ladakhi cookies,
sheep-wool articles, lo-
cally prepared cakes,
sea uP11


