LADUAKH

@firefurycorps

Eyes in the sky, dominance on the ground!

Fire & Fury Corps unveil a state-of-the-art
Drone Training Node-forging #Future-
ProofWarriors skilled in surveillance, tar-

get acquisition, and precision strikes. A
game-changing #ForceMultiplier for to-
morrow’s battles! Innovation fuels victory!
#DroneWarfare #YearofTechAbsorption

@lg_ladakh

LBA Vice President Ms Kunzes Dolma called
on Lt Governor Shri @KavinderGupta, re-
questing for formation of a UT-level Women

Commission in #Ladakh.
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ECO-TOURISM:
The ‘Ladakh STP Policy 2024’ N
o | launched by the UT Admin directs ~ RPN
~ | mandatory installation of STPs for V\ Canaxn J
hotels and guesthouses with 10 or Q}
more rooms.
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AGREEMENT:
On this day in 1947; Trade Agree-
ment signed between the Soviet
Union and Czechoslovakia.

TRUCK PROHIBITED:

As sign itself speaks the area desig-
nated is a no entry zone for Trucks or
HMV. These could be narrow lanes
or congested areas where entry of
heavy transport vehicle could obstruct
smooth flow of traffic.
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Tia village revives ancient craft
as LEHO launches ‘Community
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EARTH NEWS SERVICE

LEH: In a major boost to
cultural preservation and
rural livelihood develop-
ment, the Ladakh Environ-
ment and Health Organisa-
tion (LEHO) has launched
a community-based stone
carving workshop in Tia
village, Kargil, beginning 1
December 2025.

The initiative, rooted in
tradition and communi-
ty empowerment, aims
to revive the age-old art
of mani-stone crafting—a
practice deeply woven into
Ladakh’s spiritual and cul-
tural heritage.

The workshop has been
organized simultaneously
in two mohllas of Tia—
Pharka and Sara-Changri
Mohla—where an enthu-
siastic group of 13 women
and 40 men are under-
going hands-on training.
LEHO has equipped all
participating groups with
essential stone-carving
tools and resources, ensur-
ing that the skill-building
sessions run smoothly and
efficiently.

Local residents describe
the programme as a

much-needed platform
that not only strengthens
traditional craftsmanship
but also opens fresh ave-
nues for income genera-
tion. Trainers are helping
participants  experiment
with new designs and tech-
niques while maintaining
the essence of traditional
mani carvings, which hold
deep religious significance
in the region’s Buddhist
communities.

Beyond skill enhancement,
the workshop is fostering
a sense of cultural pride
among villagers—particu-
larly women and youth—
who now see stone carving
as both an artistic expres-
sion and a viable livelihood
option. Community leaders
say the initiative is already
sparking renewed interest
in preserving local heritage
while creating sustainable
employment pathways. As
the workshop progresses,
Tia village is witnessing a
quiet yet powerful reviv-
al of its artistic identity,
with LEHO’s support ce-
menting the foundation for
stronger community-led
development rooted in La-
dakh’s rich cultural legacy.

The

Earth News

Wednesday, December 10, 2025 | Leh
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EARTH NEWS SERVICE

LEH: Former Member
of Parliament (17th Lok
Sabha) and former Chair-
man/Chief Executive
Councillor of LAHDC Leh,
Jamyang Tsering Namgyal
met the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor of Ladakh, Kavinder
Gupta, at the LG Secre-
tariat in Leh, submitting
an official representation
requesting that all tender
works up to Rs 20.00 Crore
be reserved exclusively for
contractors registered un-
der the Administration of
UT Ladakh.

The representation, for-
warded on behalf of the
Ladakh Contractors Associ-
ation, Leh and other stake-
holders highlights the ur-
gent need to safeguard local
contractors, ensure fair
competition, and strength-
en the regional economy
and employment ecosys-
tem.

The request emphasises the
following issues: The Ga-
zette Notification dated 18

September 2025, restrict-

ing contractor registration
certificates to UT-Ladakh
jurisdiction only, has left
local contractors at a se-
rious disadvantage while
outside bidders increasing-
ly capture major tenders.
Growing inability of local
contractors to compete the
tender process is hurting
livelihoods and weakening
the local economy.

Given Ladakh’s unique
geography, harsh climatic
conditions and specialised
logistical requirements,
local contractors are best
equipped to deliver quali-
ty, timely and cost-effective
projects.

Therefore, the Ladakh
leader JTN’s representa-
tion urges the UT Admin-
istration to reserve tender
works up to Rs 20.00 Crore
exclusively for Ladakh-reg-
istered contractors in order
to support local entrepre-
neurship, stabilise employ-
ment, and retain public
expenditure within the re-
gion.

The demand is strong-
ly backed by the recently

formed Ladakh Infra De-
veloper Alliance (LIDA),
launched in May 2025,
comprising 14 associations
including civil and electri-
cal contractors, transport
unions and specialised
plant-operator groups.

LIDA maintains that de-
spite substantial contribu-
tions by local contractors to
infrastructure building and
employment  generation,
they are often sidelined af-
ter the introduction of on-

line tendering that allows
unrestricted entry of exter-
nal contractors.

The alliance has proposed
reservations for projects
valued between Rs 10—
Rs20 Crore for contractors
holding the Ladakh Resi-
dent Certificate (LRC).

The appeal comes at a time
when Ladakh is witnessing
wider demands for protec-
tion of local rights, includ-
ing the recently implement-
ed 85% job reservation for

Ex-MP JTN urges LG to reserve tender
works up to Rs 20 Cr for local contractors

Calls for protection of local economy, employment, infra devp

Ladakh residents and pro-
visions reserving one-third
seats in Hill Development
Councils for women.
Jamyang Tsering Namgyal
argue that applying similar
protections to infrastruc-
ture contracting is essential
to prevent external monop-
olisation, sustain local eco-
nomic balance and empow-
er Ladakhi youth.
Statement by Former MP
Jamyang Tsering Namgyal
reads, “Ladakh’s entrepre-
neurs and skilled workforce
have the capability, expe-
rience and commitment to
deliver world-class infra-
structure. Yet systemic dis-
advantages prevent them
from competing equally.
Reserving tender works up
to Rs 20 Crore is not merely
a demand — it is a neces-
sity for fair opportunity,
local empowerment and
sustainable development of
Ladakh. He added that the
reservation policy is criti-
cal at a time when Ladakh
is undergoing major infra-
structure expansion across
roads, bridges, power and

public works, while em-
ployment opportunities for
locals remain limited.
Demands Presented to
the Lt. Governor Kavinder
Gupta by Ladakh leader
Jamyang Tsering Namgyal
Reservation of tender
works up to Rs 20.00 Crore
exclusively for UT-Ladakh
registered contractors.
Mandatory inclusion of
LRC (Ladakh Resident
Certificate) in all tender el-
igibility criteria for works
within the financial limit.
Assurance that public
works planning prioritises
local employment, liveli-
hood, and capacity-build-
ing in alignment with the
“Local First” principle.

The representations are
currently under consider-
ation with the LG Secretar-
iat. Local contractors and
stakeholders are optimistic
that the Administration of
Union Territories of Lada-
kh will take prompt action
in the interest of Ladakh’s
regional economy, infra-
structure  stability and
youth employment.

Director Social Welfare tours
Anganwadi Centres in Shargole

EARTH NEWS SERVICE

KARGIL: Director Social and
Tribal Welfare, UT Ladakh,
Kunzes Angmo, conducted
a visit to several Anganwa-
di Centers today under the
ICDS Project Shargole.

The centers she visited
included Gongma Rg-
yalkhang, Youkma Rg-
yalkhang Wakha, Karamba
Khar, and Lotsum 1st.
Upon arrival, the Director
was warmly welcomed by
the CDPO Shargole and
staff members. Her vis-
it began at AWC Gongma
Rgyalkhang, where she in-
teracted with Anganwadi
Workers (AWW) and An-
ganwadi Helpers (AWH),
as well as beneficiaries. She
stressed the importance of
smooth service delivery to
the AWW.

Next, she visited AWC
Youkma Rgyalkhang, en-
gaging with AWW, AWH,

and beneficiaries, and in-
quired about their satisfac-
tion with the services pro-
vided.

At Karamba Khar she visit-
ed the AWC which was shift-
ed in a newly constructed
building. She inspected the
center and interacting with
AWWs, AWHSs, and benefi-
ciaries.

Later, she convened a meet-
ing with CDPO and staff
members of ICDS Project
Shargole at the CDPO Office
Shargole. During the meet-
ing, she emphasized key
priorities, including: chil-
dren's self-Aadhar enroll-
ment, APAAR ID creation,
ABHA Card creation for
beneficiaries, and exploring
co-location of Anganwadi
Centers in schools.

Finally, she visited AWC
Lotsum 1st, where she inter-
acted with AWW and AWH,
and thoroughly reviewed
registers and records.

Central Silk Board holds Sericulture Consultative workshop in Kargil;
Collaborative plan outlined for commercial sericulture development

EARTH NEWS SERVICE

KARGIL: The Central Seri-
cultural Research & Train-
ing Institute (CSR&TI),
Central Silk Board (CSB),
Ministry of Textiles, Gov-
ernment of India, Pamp-
ore, in collaboration with
the University of Ladakh,
organized a Consultative
Workshop on ‘Sericulture
Development in Ladakh’ at
the Baroo Conference Hall
in Kargil Tuesday.

The workshop drew par-
ticipation from nearly 100
stakeholders, including
heads and representatives
of all major line depart-
ments of the district.

The event was chaired by
Shri Mohd. Jaffer Akhoon,
Chairman and Chief Execu-
tive Councilor, LAHDC Kar-
gil, who lauded the efforts
of the Central Silk Board for
introducing sericulture to
Ladakh. While presenting
certificates to the trainees of
the 45-day Intensive Bivol-
tine Sericulture Training,
he expressed confidence
that the sector would soon
evolve into a sustainable
livelihood opportunity for
the people of Kargil.

He extended gratitude to
Shri P. Sivakumar, IFS,
Member Secretary, Central
Silk Board, and Smt. Pad-
mini Singla, TAS, Joint Sec-
retary (Fibre), Ministry of
Textiles, for advancing the
commitments made during
the “Ekta Event” held in Leh

in June 2025.

He assured that steps will
be taken to establish a seri-
culture wing within an ap-
propriate line department
until a full-fledged sericul-
ture department is set up
under LAHDC.

Aga Syeed Mujtaba Mus-
savi, Executive Councilor,
(Social ~ Welfare/Agricul-
ture/Animal & Sheep Hus-
bandry/ICDS), LAHDC
Kargil, reiterated the dis-
trict’s commitment to pop-
ularizing sericulture and
assured full cooperation to
CSB in its development pro-
grammes.

Addressing the gathering,
Dr. Sardar Singh, Director,
CSB-CSR&TI, Pampore,
noted that the Central Silk
Board remains dedicated
to promoting sericulture in
Ladakh. He informed that
CSB has been conducting
training programmes in
Kargil since 2016 and that
the region is now well-posi-
tioned to adopt sericulture
as a viable income-generat-

ing activity.

He underlined that the cli-
matic conditions of Kargil
and adjoining areas are
highly suitable for silkworm
rearing.

The workshop also featured
discussions on an agro-
based sericulture model,
the potential of seri-tour-
ism, and integrated farm-
ing systems. Dr Singh also
provided a detailed account
of Dbeneficiaries oriented
schemes of Silk Samagra-2,
a flagship programme of
MoT for promotion of Seri-
culture.

Spotlight of the event was
the participation of trained
farmers who displayed the
cocoons harvested during
their training period. Their
enthusiasm and willing-
ness to take up sericulture
commercially underscored
the sector’s growing accep-
tance.

Farmers also requested
continued support from
CSB and the Government of
Ladakh to sustain the mo-

mentum.

Sharing the resource out-
look, Shri Gulzar Ahmad
Khan, Scientist-D, CSB,
highlighted that more than
6,000 wild mulberry plants
are naturally available in
and around Kargil.

He announced CSB’s plan
to plant an additional 5,000
mulberry saplings in farm-
ers’ fields during the up-
coming plantation season
to strengthen the mulberry
base essential for sericul-
ture expansion.

The local coordinator of
NRLM clusters assured
that sericulture would soon
be integrated as a primary
livelihood activity under
NRLM.

Officials from KVK Kar-
gil, faculty members of the
University of Ladakh, and
representatives of all ma-
jor line departments of the
district also assured full
support for scaling up seri-
culture initiatives. Execu-
tive Councillors of LAHDC
Kargil, senior CSB scien-
tists, entrepreneurs, NGOs,
SHGs, and trained farmers
were among the active par-
ticipants.

The workshop concluded
with key recommendations
and a comprehensive road-
map for expanding sericul-
ture on a commercial scale
in Ladakh, marking a sig-
nificant step toward rural
livelihood generation and
economic development in
the region.

Apex Body calls for ‘healthy, transparent dialogue’ on draft proposal: reiterates fairmess in Sept 24 violence prohe
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LEH: Apex Body Leh,
Co-Chairman, Chhering
Dorjey Lakruk today urged
the people of Ladakh to en-
gage in a “serious, healthy,
and collective discussion”
on the recently released
draft proposal concerning
Ladakh’s  constitutional
safeguards, emphasising
transparency, public par-
ticipation, and democratic
spirit.

Lakruk addressed both
appreciation and criticism

e

emerging on social media
after the draft was made
public. “Many comments
are extremely positive
and we deeply appreciate
them,” he said. “At the
same time, some com-
ments are made just for
the sake of criticism. But
we will accommodate ev-
ery constructive view be-
cause public opinion helps
us refine the proposal.”

He reminded that this was
not the first document
submitted to the Govern-
ment of India. “We have

submitted various drafts
earlier—on Sixth Schedule,
on statehood, on assembly,
and other matters. Noth-
ing is hidden. Our research
and consultations are com-
pletely transparent.”

Apex Body members
stressed that instead of
“throwing sarcasm on
social media,” citizens
should join open forums
and contribute meaning-
fully. A public discussion
on the draft proposal has
been scheduled, and he
encouraged residents to
participate actively.

“Not everyone is an ex-
pert,” they said. “Public
discussions reveal insights
that even experts may
overlook. Tomorrow’s dis-
cussion will help us refine
the draft further.”
Clarifying misunderstand-
ings, they said this docu-
ment is not the final draft.
It is a framework proposal
based on Ladakh’s demand
for either Sixth Schedule
protections or statehood,

with comparative inputs
including Article 371 pro-
visions.

The leaders reminded that
even during the creation
of the LAHDC Act in 1997,
the final draft was pre-
pared only after detailed
consultations with the
Home Ministry’s depart-
ments. “This too is only a
framework proposal. The
final structure will emerge
after government-level
discussions.”

Further speaking on the
September 24 incident
probe, the Apex Body lead-
er revealed that over 50 af-
fidavits have been submit-
ted so far to the Judicial
Commission probing the
incidents of 24th (month
unspecified), describing
the response as “over-
whelming and encourag-
ing.”

He noted that the Com-
mission had set a deadline
for statements and evi-
dence submission, which
concluded yesterday, but

the inquiry itself remains
ongoing.

“We are grateful to the
people of Ladakh,” he said.
“This time, double the
number of people came
forward compared to the
previous submission pe-
riod. Their participation
shows how deeply the inci-
dent affected our society.”
He emphasized that the
inquiry must remain fair,
impartial, and transpar-
ent, adding that many vic-
tims are still recovering
from injuries and nine in-
dividuals continue to await
bail in Jodhpur.

He further said the Apex
Body will place addition-
al concerns before the
Commission—especially
regarding police deploy-
ment, alleged coercive
measures by certain agen-
cies, and gaps in the chain
of evidence.

“We want justice to pre-
vail. We want the court to
know clearly—from where
the bullet was fired, who

it hit, and how the events
unfolded. Even the challan
has not yet been submit-
ted. We will assist the in-
quiry in every possible way
so that the truth comes
out.”

The Apex Body Co-Chair-
man urged people to assist
with remaining evidence,
medical testimonies, and
professional inputs—from
doctors, nurses, paramed-
ics, lawyers, bar associ-
ations, and civil society
groups. “The inquiry does
not end today. We will
continue working to heal
the deep psychological and
emotional wound the inci-
dent caused. We hope the
public will keep cooperat-
ing with us.”

As Ladakh awaits the next
steps from the Judicial
Commission, the Apex
Body reiterated its com-
mitment to openness, par-
ticipation, and justice for
those killed, injured, de-
tained, and affected during
the unrest.

Various delegations

EARTH NEWS SERVICE

LEH: Lieutenant Governor
of Ladakh, Kavinder Gupta,
met several delegations at the
LG Secretariat to discuss key
local issues concerning wom-
en’s empowerment, health-
care, sports infrastructure,
and youth development.

Kunzes Dolma, Vice President
of the Ladakh Buddhist Asso-
ciation, sought the Lt Gov-
ernor’s intervention for the
establishment of a UT-level
Commission for Women—on
the lines of similar bodies in
other States and Union Terri-
tories—to effectively address
challenges faced by women
in Ladakh. A delegation led

call on LG Ladakh

|

by Nambardar Skurbuchan,
Paldan, also called on the Lt
Governor and submitted a
memorandum  highlighting
various public demands from
the region.

Another delegation from
Khaltse, headed by Ven. Pad-
ma Thinles, requested the Lt
Governor to consider the re-
location of an ongoing crick-
et field construction in their
village.

The Lt Governor assured all
delegations that the UT Ad-
ministration would examine
their concerns with priority
and take necessary steps to
ensure inclusive and com-
munity-focused development
across Ladakh.




