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Environmental Credibility Under Scrutiny: Phyang villagers

accuse HIAL of diverting centuries-old irrigation

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

LEH: A serious question
over environmental account-
ability in Ladakh has been

PHYANG WELFARE SOCIETY ALLEGES WATER
DIVERSION FOR ICE STUPA PROJECT HAS HURT
FARMERS IN PHYANG AND PHEY; SEEKS
ENFORCEMENT OF 2017 DM ORDER AND

stream

stream for agricultural pur-
poses.

The society alleged that,
despite the order, the stream
had once again been di-
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PMtolaunch 3.350-r
projectsin Ladakh today

LEH: Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi will inaugurate and
dedicate to the nation five
major development projects
worth around 3,350 crore in
Ladakh on 15 October 2026

My position is ex- raised by the Phyang Welfare RESTORATION OF TRADITIONAL WATERCOURSE b verted, causing fresh difficul- ada )
plicit. I do not support Society, which has accused ties for farmers. Ithasurged | Viavideoconferencing. He
restoration of Article the Himalayan Institute of  agricultural use, describing  ersof water required for agri- the administration to take will also address the gather-
370, application of the Alternatives, Ladakh (HIAL),  farming as the backbone of  culture. It further alleges that \\ cognisance of the alleged vi- ing on the occasion. The five
Sixth Schedule to the associated with so-called cli-  livelihoods in the two vil-  theIce Stupa project failed to i 1 ) olation and ensure that the projects will strengthen con-
proposed State, or state- mate  activist ~ Sonam  lages. deliver the promised benefits | watercourse remains avail- nectivity, improve energy in-
hood conditional on new Wangchuk, of diverting a The allegation raises an  to villagers, while the short- . ~| ableforagriculture. frastructpre, conserve cul-
regional constitutional centuries-old irrigation wa-  uncomfortable question for ~ age of irrigation water com- If the allegations are sub- tural heritage and enhance
ter stream towards barren water security in the region.

exceptions. I support full
statehood with the ordi-
nary powers, responsibil-
ities and accountability
of an Indian state. Pro-
tection of people's rights,
cultures and livelihoods
should operate through
the common Constitu-
tion, lawful reservations,

land for an Ice Stupa project,
allegedly causing hardship to
farmers in Phyang and neigh-
bouring Phey.

In aletter dated Septem-
ber 4, 2025, the society ap-
pealed to the administration
to intervene and ensure that
the watercourse is restored

an initiative associated with
environmental innovation
and climate adaptation: can
a project promoted in the
name of addressing water
scarcity be allowed to pro-
ceed at the alleged cost of the
traditional irrigation needs of
local farming communities?
According to the society,

pounded their difficulties.
The controversy is not
entirely new. In 2018, a re-
port documented objections
from downstream farmers in
Phey, which alleged that wa-
ter from Phyang Nallah was
being diverted during winter
to create Ice Stupas, prevent-
ing them from using the water

recharge groundwater. The
report quoted local farmers
expressing concern over the
impact on agriculture.

The Phyang Welfare So-
ciety's letter refers to an order
issued by the then District
Magistrate on May 8, 2017,
under Section 144, directing

stantiated, the issue would
extend beyond alocal dispute
over water allocation to ques-
tions of compliance with ad-
ministrative directions, pro-
tection  of  traditional
irrigation rights and the ac-
countability of projects oper-
ating in environmentally sen-
sitive areas. For farmers in a

Prime Minister will inau-
gurate the New Passenger
Terminal Building at Kushok
Bakula Rimpochee Airport,
Leh, built at a cost 0of 640
crore. Spread over 23,800
square metres, the modern
terminal is designed to han-
dle 35 lakh passengers annu-

ordinary legislation and and permanently securedfor ~ the diversion deprived farm-  to irrigate their fields and  the restoration of the water ~ cold-desertregion P11 ally. Incorporating P P11

harat's Himalayan competent publicinstitu-

frontier must be tions.
strong in the lives of its _Thisis a proposal for
people aswell asin the an I(IilteBgﬁated,Iflltllre-
infrastructure that con- ready Bharat. Its strate- i
nects its mountains. De- ~ gicpurposeis to connect mm:&ﬁlm oF
pendable roads, func- democratic participation L ADAKN
tioning hospitals, viable ~ with the practical capac-
livelihoods and account- 1ty to sustain communi-
able government give ties, maintain essential
border communities a services and respon_d to
durable stake in the na- disruption across diffi-
tion's future. Democratic ~ cult terrain. Its legf;;tl- ‘
confidence should be macy must come from
treated as part of the constitutional validity, A HISTORIC DAY FOR THE PEOPLE OF LADAKH
country's strategic public acceptance and
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through tunnels, high- tlement with strate-
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et oared  frameworl cleted au- INAUGURATION AND DEDICATION TO THE NATION OF
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promptly and answerfor ~ mote mountain settle-
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The demands for would depe_nd onthe
statehoodin Jammuand  confidenceitearns. No
HRI NARENDRA MODI
elected authority in future constitutional
Ladakh present an op- choices be}{gnd demo-

ortunity to examinethat  cratic consideration. 1

?nstitutitgnal future. They Its purpose would be H O N B L E P R I M E M I N I ST E R
invite a larger question: alneW(ll)egmmng: an
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ministrative and eco- swerable to the people, IN PRESENCE OF
nomic framework can an G_BCOIli)my conne.ct.ed to
serve every region fairl national opportunities,
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My proposal is JLK: difficult terrain.
Jammu, Ladakh and . Alongfs}de the reuni- ; 1 5TH O CTO B E R 202 6
Kashmir, reunited as a 1cation of Jammu, ‘
full-fledged Indianstate ~ Ladakh and Kashmir, In- 1
within the Constitution diamay examine
of India, founded on whether selected adjoin-
equal citizenship, effec- ing areas of Himachal
tive representation, re- Pradesh and Punjab
gional dignity, account- would benefit from inclu-
able government and sioninan expanded
shared prosperity. Jammu region. P11

With 4 times area Reduction of travel .
It will help

Llong term water
security and
improved
agricultural
sustainability,

time between Leh and
Zanskar to 4 hours
frlom 12 hours, giving
boost to
socio-economic
progress of the region

than the existing
terminal, new

tenminal building

will serve 35 lakh

passengers

It will strengthen|
energy security,
and improvel
power
transmission

preserve 5000
years old rich
cultural heritage

and unique|
identity of Ladakh

India, Russiahold 7thround
of "Special Mechanism' talks

298-km Nimoo-Padum-Darcha Road
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NEW DELHI: India and
Russia on Wednesday held the
seventh round of talks under

tional security.

“Both sides held wide-
ranging discussions on issues
of common interest, including
their impact on international
security. They reaffirmed their
commitment to strengthen
their ongoing cooperation un-
der the aegis of ‘India-Russia
Special and Privileged Strate-
gic Partnership’,” the press re-
lease stated.

During his visit to New
Delhi, Venediktov also called
on National Security Adviser
Ajit Doval, the Ministry said.

The latest round of talks
comes amid continued engage-
ment between New Delhi and
Moscow on regional security
and broader strategicissues.

Earlier on Wednesday, Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S Jais-
hankar described P> P11

the India-Russia Special
Mechanism on Pakistan and
Afghanistan in New Delhi,
reaffirming their commitment
to strengthening bilateral co-
operation under their Special
and Privileged Strategic Part-
nership.

Ministry of External Af-
fairsin a press release said that
the talks were co-chaired by In-
dia's Deputy National Security
Adviser Pavan Kapoor and
Russia's Deputy Secretary of
the Security Council Aleksandr
Venediktov.

According to the press re-
lease, the two sides held wide-
ranging discussions on issues
of common interest, including
their implications for interna-

40 Water Bodies Under
Project Amrit Him Sarovars

The Hanu Hydro Electricity Project &
Dha-Hanu-Khaltsi Transmission Line

India’s First Petroglyph
Conservation Park, Leh




