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Few things can help
an individual more

than to place re-
sponsibility on him,
and to let him know
that you trust him.  

–Booker T. Washington

INBRIEF
Nepal Floods: 
Toll surges to 
1,200 mark 
KATHMANDU: The death
toll from Nepal's devastating
flash floods crossed 1,200 on
Wednesday, as rescuers bat-
tled rain and debris to trace
those believed to be trapped
in the tunnels along the
course of the Bhotekoshi
river and underground pow-
erhouses.

Prime Minister Balendra
Shah said the disaster's link
to climate change must be
strongly raised with the inter-
national community, as sym-
bolic funerals were held by
families of locals still missing
after last week's flash floods.

According to Nepal's Na-
tional Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion and Management Au-
thority, the death toll has
reached 1,204 as more bodies
were recovered from eight
districts affected by the flood,
while 4,216 people remain
missing a week after uP11

IWT: Pak urges India for constructive talks 

India condemns destruction 
of Hindu temple in Pakistan

NEW DELHI/ISLAM-
ABAD: India on Wednesday
unequivocally condemned
the reported destruction of a
Hindu temple in the Narowal
region of Pakistan, demand-
ing that Islamabad promptly
investigate the incident and
hold those responsible fully
accountable.

New Delhi also said that
Pakistan must take immedi-

ate remedial measures to re-
store the "desecrated temple"
and fulfil its primary obliga-
tion to guarantee the safety,
security and well-being of all
its minority citizens and their
cultural heritage.

"We have noted with
deep concern the disturbing
reports of the destruction of
a historic Hindu temple in
village Siraj, Narowal, Pak-

istan. We unequivocally con-
demn this reprehensible act
of vandalism against a cen-
tury old minority place of
worship," External Affairs
Ministry spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said.

"The apparent apathy of
authorities and failure to pro-
tect this century-old temple
is alarming," he said.

Jaiswal said such inci-
dents are a "stark reminder"
of the continuing "vulnerabil-
ity" of minority communities
and the "egregious viola-
tions" of their religious free-
doms and places of worship
in Pakistan.

Jaiswal was responding
to media queries on the inci-
dent.

"We call upon the Gov-
ernment of Pakistan to con-
duct a prompt and transpar-
ent investigation uP11

“ The apparent
apathy of 
authorities 
and failure to 
protect this 
century-old 
temple is 
alarming," 
MEA said.

Political Face-Off: BJP, NC hit the 
streets with ‘rival’ protests in Srg

n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR/JAMMU: In the first ma-
jor political protests after the abroga-
tion of Article 370 in 2019, the ruling
National Conference and the opposi-
tion BJP came out on the streets on
Wednesday accusing each other of
failing to deliver on promises made to
the people of Jammu and Kashmir.

The NC accused the BJP-led Cen-
tre of not fulfilling its promise to re-
store Statehood to J-K, while the BJP
alleged that the NC government
failed to deliver on its electoral prom-
ises. Police stopped the NC protest-
ers from marching towards the BJP
headquarters in Jawahar Nagar to
press for the restoration of State-
hood after its ministers, MLAs, lead-
ers and workers assembled in large
numbers near the Gindun Sports
Complex in Rajbagh. The party had
proposed to 'gherao' the BJP office to
protest against the Centre over the
delay in restoring statehood uP11

NC activists 
detained outside 
BJP HQ in Jammu

LoP to Omar: 
Resign, seek 
mandate on 
‘Statehood’
The BJP on

Wednesday
held a protest
against the
Jammu and
Kashmir gov-
ernment, with
Leader of Opposition in the As-
sembly, Sunil Sharma, daring
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
to resign from his uP11

BJP facilitated, 
NC repressed: 
Omar ‘slams’ 
administration 

Jammu and
Kashmir

Chief Minister
Omar Abdul-
lah on
Wednesday ac-
cused the po-
lice and the ad-
ministration of adopting
different standards while deal-
ing with protests by the BJP
and the National uP11

Mufti says 
law applied 
‘choosily’ to
pol parties
As the BJP

and NC
held counter
protests here,
PDP president
Mehbooba
Mufti on
Wednesday ac-
cused authorities in Jammu
and Kashmir of adopting dou-
ble standards on protests by
various political uP11

n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: The Crime
Branch on Wednesday
raided the residence of the
prime accused in the rape-
and-death case of a 15-year-
old tribal girl in Kishtwar,
while authorities dismissed a
second sanitation worker
from the hospital in the case,
officials said.

The case was handed
over to the Crime Branch on
August 29 following wide-
spread condemnation and
protests. A minor was raped
allegedly by her school
teacher over several months
before she died during a
pregnancy termination pro-

cedure on August 20.
The Special Investigation

Team (SIT) of police has ar-
rested a total of seven per-
sons, including the main ac-
cused, his brother, two
hospital sanitation workers
and a nurse, in connection
with an FIR registered at
Chatroo police station under
relevant provisions of the
POCSO Act, BNS and the
SC/ST (Prevention of Atroci-
ties) Act.

The officials said a Crime
Branch team raided the resi-
dence of the prime accused
along with the house of his
brother.

The raids were carried
out as part of the uP11

n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: Chief Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah today
called upon engineers, sci-
entists and academic insti-
tutions to harness Jammu
and Kashmir’s abundant
biomass resources to de-
velop locally suited, eco-
nomically viable and envi-
ronmentally sustainable
solutions for reducing de-
pendence on fossil fuels and
decarbonizing the economy.

The Chief Minister was
addressing the inaugural
session of the 41st National
Convention of Chemical En-
gineers and National Semi-
nar on “Biomass: A Sustain-
able Resource for

Decarbonizing the Econ-
omy”, organized under the
aegis of the Chemical Engi-
neering Division Board of
The Institution of Engineers
(India) (IEI) in association
with the Department of
Chemical Engineering, NIT
Srinagar, at the IEI J&K
State Centre here.

Deputy Chief Minister
Surinder Kumar Choud-
hary, Vice Chancellor Uni-
versity of Kashmir Prof.
Nelofer Khan, Director NIT
Srinagar Anurag Mishra,
Chairman IEI J&K State
Centre Ferdous Ahad Bhat,
Chairman Chemical Engi-
neering Division Board, FIE,
Prof. G. Madhu, besides en-
gineers, uP11

CB raids prime accused's 
house in rape-death case

CM calls for biomass solutions 
to decarbonize J-K’s economy

NEW DELHI: Veteran
Congress leader and former
Union minister Karan Singh
on Wednesday suggested the
setting up of a Himalayan au-
thority by Himalayan nations
to help save the mountain
range and urged Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi to take
the initiative.

He also termed the four-
laning of highways to con-

nect the Char Dhams in Ut-
tarakhand "reprehensible",
saying the Government of In-
dia must adopt a proactive
role in saving the Himalayas
from destruction.

Singh also expressed
deep sympathy with the peo-
ple of Nepal over the loss of
lives after the disaster, saying
he has a special attachment
with the country as his late
wife hailed from the place.

"The cataclysmic events
in Nepal have led to a consid-
erable loss of life and prop-
erty. I would like to express
my deep sympathy with the
people of Nepal in this hour
of tragedy," Singh said, not-
ing that his late wife was from
Nepal, and thus, he has a spe-
cial attachment with that
"beautiful country" uP11

Dr Karan Singh proposes
for Himalayan authority 

Corruption 
complaints 
surpass 70K 
NEW DELHI: More than
70,500 corruption com-
plaints were received
against government bodies
last year, with banks and
the Railways topping the
chart, according to a report
by the Central Vigilance
Commission (CVC).

Out of the 70,584 com-
plaints received by the
chief vigilance officers
(CVOs) – who act as the
distant arm of the Commis-
sion – 64,905 were dis-
posed of as on December
31, 2025, the report said.

“The remaining 5,679
complaints were under
process at the end of 2025,
including 2,002 for more
than three months,” the
CVC annual report “uP11

Energy security tied to national 
security, autonomy: Dr Jitendra 
NEW DELHI: Addressing
the 6th International Climate
Summit 2026—India’s En-
ergy & Food Security Mis-
sion, organised by the PHD
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry on Wednesday,
Union Minister of State (In-
dependent Charge), Ministry
of Science and Technology
and Ministry of Earth Sci-
ences; Minister of State,
PMO, Dr. Jitendra Singh,
said that the energy security
is inseparable from national
security, strategic autonomy
and economic resilience. 

He said that in the pre-
vailing environment of
geopolitical uncertainties,
disrupted supply chains and
volatile energy markets, it is
imperative for India to be-

come increasingly self-re-
liant, indigenous, affordable
and technology advanced in
the energy sector.

Dr Jitendra Singh said
that technological advance-
ment and self-reliance are
closely interlinked, and af-
fordability is equally impor-

tant for ensuring that the
benefits of emerging tech-
nologies reach their full po-
tential. He said that with the
emergence of an AI-driven
data-centre era, India would
require affordable as well as
clean sources of energy to de-
rive maximum outcomes
from these technologies.

The Minister described
the present period as a time
of transition towards a secure
and sustainable energy fu-
ture, including a transition
towards clean energy. He
said that as India seeks to as-
sume a greater global role, it
would also have to keep pace
with global trends and tech-
nological developments in
the energy sector.

Highlighting the uP11

n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: The Jammu and
Kashmir Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) on Wednes-
day arrested a Junior Assis-
tant posted in the office of
the Assistant Commissioner
in Jammu for allegedly de-
manding and accepting a
bribe of Rs 15,000 for is-
suance of a marriage certifi-
cate, officials said.

The accused was identi-
fied as Ajay Kumar, a resi-
dent of Gango Chack, Gajan-
soo, Jammu, they said.

The ACB said a com-
plaint was received alleging
that Kumar had demanded
Rs 20,000 from the com-
plainant for the issuance of
the certificate. Following ne-

gotiations, the accused al-
legedly agreed to accept Rs
15,000, they said.

The complainant, un-
willing to pay the bribe, ap-
proached the ACB, following
which a case was registered
and the bureau constituted a
team. The accused was al-
legedly caught red-handed
while demanding and ac-
cepting Rs 15,000 from the
complainant, they said.

The bribe money was re-
covered from his possession,
and the accused was arrested
on the spot.

Later, searches were also
conducted at the residential
premises of the accused. Fur-
ther investigation in the case
is underway, the agency said.

Pertinently, uP11

ACB arrests Junior Assistant 
for receiving Rs 15,000 bribe

J-K Bank drives youth empowerment with 
3,100+ disbursements in 'Big Week' blitz

n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: Marking an-
other significant milestone in
regional youth empower-
ment, J&K Bank and Mission
YUVA today celebrated the
‘Big Week Campaign,’ culmi-
nating the successful credit
disbursement to over 3,100
aspiring entrepreneurs.

Held at the Bank’s Corpo-
rate Headquarters, the clos-
ing ceremony was co-
presided over by  MD & CEO,

J&K Bank Amitava Chatterjee
and Secretary to Government,
Labour & Employment and
Revenue Department, Kumar
Rajeev Ranjan (IAS)  in the
presence of Director Employ-
ment and Mission Director,
Mission YUVA, Harvinder
Singh (IAS). The event was
also attended by Chief Gen-

eral Manager Ashutosh Sa-
reen, General Managers San-
jay Gupta and Suresh Kumar
Chowdhary; Deputy General
Managers Rosy Tikoo,
Shamim Ahmad and Abdul
Majid besides other senior of-
ficers. The Bank’s divisional
heads and all zonal and clus-
ter heads across J&K uP11

“ Govt-Bank
collaboration
key to Mission
YUVA 
success: MD 

n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: The online RTI
portal for Jammu and Kash-
mir has received more than
65,000 RTI applications and
9,000 first appeals in 19
months since its launch,
highlighting the increasing
use of online mechanisms by
citizens across the Union ter-
ritory for accessing informa-
tion, officials said.

The figures were dis-
closed by the General Ad-
ministration Department
(GAD) in response to an RTI
application filed by Jammu-
based RTI activist Raman
Kumar Sharma.

According to the official
reply issued on August 27,
the J&K RTI online portal
was officially launched on
January 10, 2025, to facili-

tate citizens in filing Right to
Information (RTI) applica-
tions online.

“According to the avail-
able records, the portal re-
ceived 65,243 RTI applica-
tions between January 10,
2025, and August 26, 2026,”
the GAD said, adding that
9,033 first appeals were also
received during the same pe-
riod.

The J&K portal was
launched by Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah in 2025
whereas the Central online
portal has been operational
since 2013.

On queries about the
number of public authori-
ties, central public informa-
tion officers (CPIOs) and
first appellate authorities on-
boarded on the J&K portal,
the GAD said the uP11

AYODHYA (UP): The Shri
Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust that oversees
the management and opera-
tions of the Ram temple on
Wednesday appointed re-
tired Air Marshal Jeetendra
Mishra as its first CEO, for-
mer treasurer Govind Dev
Giri as new general secretary
and Mahesh Bhagchandka as
treasurer at a meeting held
here.

Mishra, who headed the
Western Air Command dur-
ing Operation Sindoor, was
selected from a shortlist of
three candidates after the
trust's selection committee
scrutinised 5,585 applica-
tions, trust officials said.

The trust also inducted
Madan Mohan Pandey of Ay-
odhya, Bhagchandka of Delhi
and Dr Nirmala Yadav of
Shikohabad as new trustees.

The meeting was held in
two sessions, with the newly
inducted trustees joining the
second session online, in-
terim secretary Krishna Mo-
han said.

Mishra, who hails from
Deoria district in Uttar
Pradesh, has served in the In-
dian Air Force receiving sev-
eral military decorations, in-
cluding the Yudh Seva
Medal. Pandey is an advocate

who represented Ram Lalla
Virajman in the Ram Jan-
mabhoomi case, while Yadav
is a retired college principal
and academician.

According to a statement
issued by the trust, the selec-
tion committee was tasked
with shortlisting three candi-
dates for the CEO's post
within a month.

Krishna Mohan said the
committee submitted three
names including that of Air
Marshal Mishra. After con-
sidering the three names, the
trust decided to appoint
Mishra as its first CEO, he
said.

The other shortlisted
candidates were retired Major
General Sanjay Pratap Singh
Bisht and Shruti Hardwari.

The meeting was at-
tended by the trust's presi-
dent Mahant Nritya uP11

Op Sindoor to Ram Temple: Retired Air 
Marshal appointed as Trust’s first CEO

RTI portal records over 65K 
applications in 19 months


