
JAI MATA DI

SUNDAY,
27 September

2026
JAMMU

Pages 12     
Rs. 3.00

Vol: 14 |  Issue: 268
Regd. No.:  JK517/16-18 | 
RNI. No. JKENG/2013/53265

Too many of us
are not living

our dreams be-
cause we are liv-

ing our fears. 
–Les Brown

The Autonomy Report’s Missing Half: How a 
Political Narrative Became J&K’s “History”?

The State Autonomy
Committee Report of
2000 deserves to be
read again—not

merely for what it says, but
equally for what it leaves un-
explored.

Read carefully against
the documents reproduced
in the report itself, an impor-
tant question emerges: Was
the constitutional history of
Jammu and Kashmir gradu-
ally interpreted through the
political worldview of Sheikh
Mohammad Abdullah and
the National Conference, un-
til that interpretation itself
began to be treated as his-
tory?

This question must be
examined through records,
not slogans.

The report presents a
recognisable historical se-
quence: Dogra rule as autoc-
racy; National Conference as
the principal vehicle of pop-
ular emancipation; the ac-
cession as creating an excep-
tionally limited relationship
with India; Sheikh Abdullah
as one of the principal archi-
tects of that relationship; his
dismissal in 1953 as the great
constitutional rupture; and
subsequent extension of the
Indian Constitution as the
“erosion” of autonomy.

Indeed, the report de-
scribes autonomy as having
remained the “heartbeat” of
the people of the erstwhile
State and identifies its ero-

sion as a primary cause of
Kashmir's discontent.  (State
Autonomy Committee Re-
port)    

But Jammu and Kash-
mir was never Kashmir Val-
ley alone. Its constitutional
history belongs equally to
Jammu, Kashmir, Ladakh
and the territories lost in
1947. Any historical account
claiming to speak for the en-
tire erstwhile State must
therefore withstand exami-
nation from all these per-
spectives.

Who Actually Ac-
ceded J&K to India?

The first fact is beyond
ambiguity. The State Auton-
omy Committee itself
records that Jammu and
Kashmir acceded to India on
26 October 1947 when Ma-
haraja Hari Singh Ji signed
the Instrument of Accession.     

The Instrument repro-
duced in the same report be-
gins with Maharaja Hari
Singh Ji acting in exercise of
his sovereignty over the
State and declaring acces-
sion to the Dominion of In-
dia.     

Yet elsewhere, the Com-
mittee describes Jawaharlal
Nehru and Sheikh Abdullah
as the “two foremost archi-
tects” of the State's accession
to India.  (State Autonomy
Committee Report)    

This distinction matters.
Sheikh Abdullah's politi-

cal support for India was his-
torically important. Nehru's
role was enormously conse-
quential. But the constitu-
tional act of accession was
performed by Maharaja Hari
Singh.

Without his signature
there was no Instrument of
Accession.

A political leader sup-
porting accession and the
sovereign authority legally
executing accession are not
the same constitutional act.

That elementary distinc-
tion has too often disap-
peared from the political

telling of J&K's history.
The Maharaja, Who Is

Called an Autocrat Also Initi-
ated the Constitutional
Transition

There is an even deeper
contradiction inside the re-
port.

The document acknowl-
edges that on 30 October
1947 Maharaja Hari Singh
appointed Sheikh Abdullah
head of the Emergency Ad-
ministration and that his
proclamation of 5 March
1948 replaced it with a popu-
lar interim government
pending the creation of a
democratic constitution.     

The proclamation went
further.

The report itself records
the Maharaja's direction that
a National Assembly based
upon adult suffrage should
be convened and that repre-
sentation should, as far as
practicable, be proportion-
ate to population.     

Therefore, another ques-
tion must be asked.

If Mahaja Hari Singh Ji
was merely the obstacle to
democracy portrayed in later
National Conference politi-
cal literature, why does the
documentary record show
him formally creating the
constitutional machinery
through which representa-
tive government was to
emerge?

The answer need not be
that Mahaja Hari Singh Ji
was a modern democrat in
today's sense. He was a
hereditary ruler in an age
when hereditary rule was
disappearing across India.

But the opposite carica-
ture is equally inadequate.

The transition from
monarchy to representative
government in J&K was not
simply a revolution in which
the National Conference
wrested sovereignty from an
unwilling ruler. It also pro-
ceeded through constitu-
tional acts of the Maharaja
himself.

That part of the story de-
serves restoration.uP11
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Shivang Satya Gupta
Editor-in-Chief

KOLLAM: Union Home and
Cooperation Minister Amit
Shah on Friday said women's
empowerment through coop-
eratives was one of the core
objectives of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

He was speaking after in-
augurating various initiatives
of cooperative societies under
the National Cooperative Con-
sumers' Federation of India
Limited (NCCF) aimed at
strengthening and promoting
women's empowerment in the
cooperative sector at Kundara
here.

Before starting his speech,
Shah recalled that it was his
first visit to the state after Ker-
ala was renamed Keralam fol-
lowing the passage of a Bill in
Parliament.

Shah said farmers and
people associated with the co-
operative sector had been de-
manding the creation of a sep-
arate union ministry for
cooperation since uP11

Cooperatives significant for 
women's empowerment: HM

LoP meets Amit Shah, to 
discusses key J&K issues 
NEW DELHI: Leader of Opposition in the Jammu & Kash-
mir Legislative Assembly, Sunil Sharma, called upon Union
Home Minister Amit Shah in New Delhi and held detailed
discussions on a range of important issues concerning
Jammu & Kashmir. During the meeting, Sharma apprised
the Union Home Minister of matters related to the uP11

UNITED NATIONS:
Describing Pakistan as a
“puppet” regime, India has
ripped into the country’s
“falsehoods” and “deceit”
at the UN, warning that
continued terrorism by Is-
lamabad will have conse-
quences.

India exercised its
Right of Reply on Friday
night after Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
used the UN General As-
sembly podium to credit
US President Donald
Trump for his "timely in-
tervention" in the 2025
conflict with India, as he
again raked up the Kash-
mir issue in his address at
the world organisation.

First Secretary in the
Permanent Mission of In-
dia to the UN, Petal
Gahlot, said, “We heard
some hypocritical homilies
about democratic rights
and human values from a
regime whose capital at
this very moment is being
fortified against its own
people.”

“And that…is happen-
ing because this is a regime
of the army, by the army,
and for the army. Their
puppets may come and go
but let us have no illusion
who calls the shots. The re-
ality of Pakistan is ex-
pressed in its 27th Amend-
ment and the lifelong
immunity granted to its
real ruler,” Gahlot said.

She was referring to
the 27th Constitutional
Amendment passed in No-
vember last year by the
Shehbaz Sharif govern-
ment, which grants Pak-
istan’s Chief of Defence
Forces and Chief of the
Army Staff Field Marshal
Asim Munir lifelong im-
munity from any legal
prosecution.

“We are confident that
this Assembly will recog-
nise Pakistan and its poli-
cies for what they really
are; not what its represen-
tative mendaciously proj-
ects it to be. Reiterating
falsehoods year after year
does not make uP11

India rips into Pak’s 
‘falsehoods’ at UN

KOLKATA: The Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
on Saturday formally inaugu-
rated its new five-storey of-
fice, 'Keshav Smriti', in New
Town near Kolkata, nearly
four decades after its existing
state headquarters, 'Keshav
Bhavan', was established in
the metropolis.

RSS national general sec-
retary Dattatreya Hosabale
inaugurated the new build-
ing, which has been con-
ceived as an additional or-
ganisational centre to
accommodate the Sangh's
expanding activities in West
Bengal.

The new facility will
function as an annex build-
ing of 'Keshav Bhavan' lo-
cated in Maniktala, which
will continue to serve as the
South Bengal divisional
headquarters, according to

Sangh functionaries.
The five-storey building,

designed with a mix of mod-
ern facilities and traditional
organisational requirements,
has been equipped with ded-
icated spaces for meetings,
accommodation, dining,
archival preservation and
digital communication.

The new office comes 37
years after Keshav Bhavan
was established in 1989 in
Maniktala area of Kolkata.
RSS functionaries have said
the new facility was necessi-
tated by the expansion of or-
ganisational and social activ-
ities in the state and the
increasing pressure on the
existing headquarters.

The development comes
against the backdrop of a sig-
nificant expansion claimed
by the RSS in West Bengal
following the BJP's uP11

RSS expands “footprint”
with new office opening

Maintain constant vigil, step up 
intel-led Ops in J&K: Army Chief 
n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: Army Chief
General Dhiraj Seth has
stressed the need for con-
stant vigilance and sharper
intelligence-led operations
to stay ahead of emerging
terrorist threats in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Gen Seth, who visited
forward areas in north and
central Kashmir, including
Kupwara and Budgam, on
Friday, reviewed the opera-
tional preparedness of the
forces deployed in the re-
gion.

"General Seth visited
Rashtriya Rifles sector
headquarters under Srina-
gar-based Chinar Corps and
reviewed operational pre-

paredness for counter-ter-
rorist operations," the Ad-
ditional Directorate General
of Public Information
(ADGPI) said in a post on X.

The Army chief was
briefed on the prevailing se-

curity situation and the
measures instituted to "de-
tect, deter and decisively"
respond to terrorist threats.

Commending all ranks
for their professionalism,
commitment and uP11

n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir
Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha on
Saturday lauded the Armed Forces
Medical Services (AFMS) teams for
restoring eyesight to over 200 people
in Kupwara district.

AFMS doctors carried out over
220 sight-restoring surgeries during
a two-day camp near the Line of Con-
trol (LoC) in J-K's Kupwara district,
an official spokesman said on Friday.

The sight-restoring surgeries
were conducted during the 10th edi-
tion of a first-of-its-kind mega eye
surgical camp, held under Operation
Drishti, at an underground operation
theatre in Tangdhar in Kupwara -- a
shelling-prone zone, along the LoC in
north Kashmir on Thursday and Fri-

day. The lieutenant governor de-
scribed it as a remarkable achieve-
ment.

"Kudos to surgeons and person-
nel of Armed Forces Medical Services
for successfully conducting uP11

220 regain eye-sight;
LG praises Army docs

n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: Jammu and Kashmir
Director General of Police (DGP)
Nalin Prabhat on Saturday visited
Udhampur and took stock of the
ongoing anti-terror operations in
the higher reaches bordering
Kathua, a route used by infiltrating
terrorists in the past to penetrate
the hinterland, officials said.

The visit of the police chief
comes days after two Pakistani ter-
rorists affiliated with proscribed
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) outfit
were killed in a joint operation by
army, police and CRPF in Soan
area of Majalta on September 17.

Accompanied by Inspector
General of police, Jammu range,

Tejinder Singh, the DGP reviewed
the ongoing operations on Udham-
pur-Kathua faultline, Udhampur
police said in a post on X.

In another post, the police said
the officers also felicitated the

brave personnel, whose extraordi-
nary efforts fructified in neutrali-
sation of two Pakistani Jaish ter-
rorists, in Operation Soan.

Meanwhile, Army's northern
commander Lt Gen uP11

DGP Prabhat reviews ongoing Ops 
along Udhampur-Kathua faultline

CM’s Satehood Resolution 

Pre-1953 Autonomy demand 
has huge implications: J-K BJP 
n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: Former MLC and
BJP JK-UT spokesperson
Girdhari Lal Raina today
questioned Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah’s decision to
link the September 25 reso-
lution seeking restoration of
statehood with the National
Conference government’s
June 26, 2000 Autonomy
Resolution.

“The people of Jammu
Kashmir deserve a clear an-
swer: why is a demand for
restoration of statehood be-
ing formally linked to a res-

olution that sought restora-
tion of the constitutional po-
sition prevailing before
1953?” Raina asked.

He said the 2000 Auton-
omy Resolution was not
merely an administrative
proposal but sought sub-
stantial restoration of the
pre-1953 constitutional
arrangement, including
greater limitations on the
Union’s jurisdiction and re-
vival of the earlier constitu-
tional nomenclature.

“This is not routine po-
litical language. Constitu-
tional resolutions uP11

1st Aarogya Shikhar Samman

India poised to globally lead next gen
of medical practices:Dr Jitendra Singh
n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: Union Minister Ji-
tendra Singh on Saturday said
India is poised to globally lead
the next generation of medical
practices, with the country
making rapid advances across
the life sciences and emerging
areas of medical research and
technology.

Describing the present
phase as an exciting time for
medicine, the minister of state
in the prime ministers office
said the emergence of new
technologies is opening up
new possibilities in health-
care, but the challenge would

be to achieve an optimum syn-
ergy between technology-
driven practices and clinical
medicine.

He said the future of med-
ical practice would require an
optimum synergy between
technology-driven practices

and clinical medicine, with Ar-
tificial Intelligence (AI), ge-
nomics, quantum technolo-
gies and other emerging
technologies opening new
frontiers in healthcare.

Addressing the first Aaro-
gya Shikhar Samman – A
Medical Investiture Ceremony
organised by the Jammu and
Kashmir Chapter of the Inter-
national Medical Sciences
Academy (IMSA) here, the
minister said AI is proving to
be a major boon in several
therapeutic and diagnostic
procedures.

He referred to its ability to
reduce the time uP11

Sitharaman: 
Country can 
cross 10 pc
growth mark
BENGALURU: Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Saturday
expressed confidence that
India could achieve eco-
nomic growth of more
than 10 per cent, stressing
the need for greater adop-
tion of technology and in-
novation, while cautioning
against excessive scepti-
cism about the country's
prospects.

Speaking at a fireside
chat organised by the IIT
Madras Alumni Associa-
tion here, she said higher
economic growth would
help accelerate uP11

NEW DELHI: The Election
Commission on Saturday as-
serted that all SIR orders re-
ceived unanimous consent
from all three Commission-
ers and that the updates to
Form 6 for voter enrolment
were upheld by the Supreme
Court, as it sought to address
issues at the centre of a rag-
ing row over decision-mak-
ing in the poll panel and con-
cerns of voters who have
been issued notices or have
been left out.

After its first meeting fol-
lowing reports claiming dif-
ferences between Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar and the two Election
Commissioners, the EC said
the letters sent by commis-

sioners Sukhbir Singh
Sandhu and Vivek Joshi to
the Cabinet Secretary per-
tained to an officer on depu-
tation, rather than policy or
IT division matters.

The Indian Express had

reported that Sandhu and
Joshi wrote separately to
Cabinet Secretary TV So-
manathan after issuance of a
work allocation order within
the poll body that "threat-
ened to concentrate uP11

EC asserts all SIR decisions unanimous; 
Cabinet Secy letters not policy-related 


