
INBRIEF
SC quashes 
FIRs against 
CJP; march 
‘called off ’
NEW DELHI: The 
Supreme Court on 
Tuesday quashed all 
FIRs registered against 
students who partici-
pated in the Cockroach 
Janta Party-led protests 
across the country be-
tween July 20 and 25, 
prompting the group to 
call off its September 5 
march in the national 
capital.

A bench headed by 
Chief Justice of India 
Surya Kant also direct-
ed the Centre to provide 
within three months 
compensation to fam-
ilies of students who 
ended their lives over 
the NEET paper leak.

Closing the 4P11

Nepal flood 
death toll
“crossed”
1,000 mark
KATHMANDU: The 
death toll from the dev-
astating flash floods in 
Nepal rose to 1,003 on 
Tuesday, with security 
forces recovering more 
bodies from eight dis-
tricts of the country, of-
ficials said.

Rescuers struggled 
to trace those stranded 
amid intermittent rain-
fall and a fresh flood 
alert as water levels rose 
in rivers across eastern, 
central and western Ne-
pal.

Around 4,000 peo-
ple, including 583 for-
eigners and several 
security personnel, still 
remain missing, while 
nearly  4P11

JAI MATA DI

TUESDAY,
1 September

2026
JAMMU

Pages 12     
Rs. 3.00

Vol: 14 |  Issue: 242
Regd. No.:  JK517/16-18 | 
RNI. No. JKENG/2013/53265

Few things can help
an individual more

than to place re-
sponsibility on him,
and to let him know
that you trust him.  

–Booker T. Washington

INBRIEF
Justice Bhati
elevated as
CJ of J-K and
Ladakh HC

NEW
DELHI:
The
Supreme
Court Col-
legium on
Monday
recom-

mended the elevation of
three High Court judges as
Chief Justices of the Ra-
jasthan, Madhya Pradesh,
and Jammu and Kashmir
and Ladakh. Justice Dr.
Pushpendra Singh Bhati of
Rajasthan High Court recom-
mended as Chief Justice of
High Court of Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh.

The Collegium recom-
mendation was made at its
meeting held on August 31.
Justice Bhati’s appointment
will take effect after comple-
tion of the  uP11

Nepal floods:
Death “toll”
climbs 939,
4000 missing 
KATHMANDU: The death
toll from the flash floods in
Nepal rose to 939 on Mon-
day, with more bodies being
recovered, even as more than
4,000 people were missing.

Bodies were recovered
from eight affected districts
as rescuers raced against
time to search for those miss-
ing and rescue those
stranded on the sixth day
since the disaster.

An ice-rock avalanche
following a glacial collapse
near the Nepal-Tibet border
sent a torrent of water, mud
and debris uP11

PM calls for diplomatic end to West Asia crisis

Modi to Putin: Move from 
'endless war to end of war'
BISHKEK: Calling for an
immediate end to the Russia-
Ukraine conflict, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on
Monday urged Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin to move
from "endless war towards
end of war”, asserting that a
peaceful resolution of the
conflict is humanity's shared
priority.

In a meeting with Putin
on the sidelines of the Shang-
hai Cooperation Organisa-
tion (SCO) summit in this
capital city of Kyrgyzstan,
Modi said every day of war
sets the humanity back and
that India, the land of Gandhi
and Buddha, supports all ef-
forts towards peace and will
continue to do so.

The two leaders also ex-

tensively deliberated on on-
going cooperation in areas of
trade and investment and en-
ergy and fertiliser security
among others.

"We have always dis-
cussed the Ukraine issue.

When we last met, you had
extensively briefed me on all
aspects of it. India supports
all efforts for peace and will
continue to do so," Modi said
in his televised opening re-
marks at the meeting.uP11

India-Kyrgyz 
vow to boost 
Partnership
BISHKEK: Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi met Kyrgyz Pres-
ident Sadyr Zhaparov
on Monday and re-
viewed progress made
in bilateral relations as
the two leaders reaf-
firmed their commit-
ment to further
strengthening the
Strategic Partnership
between India uP11

Lt Guv chairs annual general meeting of J&K IRCS 

Sinha calls for stronger Red Cross 
net, wider humanitarian outreach 
n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha, on
Monday chaired the Annual
General Meeting of the In-
dian Red Cross Society, J&K
UT and reviewed its func-
tioning, activities and future
roadmap.

The meeting was at-
tended by Dr Mandeep K
Bhandari, Principal Secre-
tary to Lieutenant Governor;
Shubhankar Pratyush
Pathak, General Secretary,
Indian Red Cross Society

(IRCS), J&K; Deputy Com-
missioners (Presidents of
District Red Cross Units),
and officials of IRCS, J&K.

The Lieutenant Gover-
nor, who is the President of
the Indian Red Cross Soci-
ety, J&K UT, directed the
Deputy Commissioners to
intensify resource mobilisa-
tion and explore innovative
avenues for fund generation
to further strengthen hu-
manitarian and welfare ac-
tivities of the Red Cross So-
ciety.

He further directed

them to prepare comprehen-
sive district-wise annual ac-
tivity plans, identifying pri-
ority areas and
interventions, and submit
the same for effective imple-
mentation.

Emphasising the need to
take Red Cross services
closer to the people, the
Lieutenant Governor called
for greater outreach in far-
flung and border areas.

He advised the Deputy
Commissioners to explore
opening Diagnostic Centres
in remote areas, uP11

Medical interns strike over low 
stipend; seek hike to Rs 30,000

n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU/SRINAGAR:
MBBS and BDS interns
across medical colleges in
Jammu and Kashmir went
on an indefinite strike on
Monday, protesting a

monthly stipend of just Rs
12,300 -- around Rs 400 a
day -- and demanding it be
raised to Rs 30,000.

The protesting interns
claimed that their stipend
had remained unchanged for
nearly seven years despite re-

peated representations and
protests, even as medical in-
terns in several other states
receive substantially higher
amounts.

According to compara-
tive figures displayed by the
protesters, Odisha tops the
list with a monthly stipend of
Rs 44,319, while medical in-
terns in West Bengal receive
Rs 43,099 and in Assam at Rs
35,000.

The protesters assem-
bled on the lawns outside
medical college hospitals at
SKIMS Bemina and GMC
Srinagar, besides staging
dharnas at various locations
in Jammu, and said they had
been forced to stop work af-
ter their long-pending de-
mand failed to get a uP11

Sunita Kargotra 
gets addl charge 
of DG Prosecution
JAMMU: The Jammu and
Kashmir Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha on Mon-
day assigned the additional
charge of Director General
of Prosecution, J&K, to
Sunita Kargotra, Director
Prosecution, Jammu, with
immediate effect.

According to Govern-
ment Order No. 444-Home
of 2026, dated August 31,
2026, issued by the Home
Department, Sunita Kargo-
tra shall hold the charge of
Director General of Prose-
cution, J&K, till further or-
ders, in addition to her ex-
isting duties.

The order states that
she will take over uP11

'Green Forge' complex inaugurated at NABI

AI, advance simulation can reshape 
Agri-Biotech research: Dr Jitendra 

MOHALI: Union Minister
Dr. Jitendra Singh on Mon-
day inaugurated the first-of-
its-kind 'Green Forge' com-
plex at National Agri-food &
Biomanufacturing Institute
(BRIC-NABI) here, describ-

ing this as a milestone in ge-
netically modified crop rev-
olution.

Singh, the Minister of
State (Independent
Charge), Ministry of Science
and Technology and Min-

istry of Earth Sciences,
while addressing the na-
tional conclave on BioE3
(Biotechnology for Econ-
omy, Environment and Em-
ployment) said the newly
inaugurated Green Forge
facility, with its controlled
simulation chambers, will
enable the cultivation and
experimentation of geneti-
cally modified crops under
varied environmental con-
ditions, helping researchers
assess their suitability for
different locations.

Explaining the signifi-
cance of the facility, Singh
said that Green Forge pro-
vides simulation chambers
in which the uP11

NEW DELHI: India on
Monday rejected the Perma-
nent Court of Arbitration's
order setting aside its deci-
sion to suspend the Indus
Waters Treaty with Pakistan,
saying the "illegally-consti-
tuted" body has no jurisdic-
tion to comment on New
Delhi's sovereign decisions.

The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said India's
decision to hold the Indus
Waters Treaty (IWT) in
abeyance remains in force.

New Delhi decided to
put the IWT in abeyance as
part of a series of punitive
diplomatic and economic
measures unveiled soon af-
ter the Pahalgam terror at-
tack in April last year that
killed 26 civilians.

Pakistan had ap-
proached the Permanent
Court of Arbitration in The
Hague in March this year to
determine the status of the
treaty virtually challenging
India's action.

"Today, the illegally con-
stituted so-called Court of
Arbitration (CoA) has issued
what it termed as an award
concerning Interim Meas-
ures and Status of the Indus
Waters Treaty," the MEA
said.

"This so called Court was
constituted by the World
Bank in patent breach of the
terms of the Treaty and India
categorically rejects its so-
called award, just as it has
firmly rejected all prior pro-
nouncements by this uP11

India rejects PCA order 
on ‘suspension’ of IWT INS Nipun joins Indian Navy fleet

Navy Chief: Threat perception 
evolving amid strategic churn
MUMBAI: Amid the crisis in
West Asia, Navy chief Admiral
Krishna Swaminathan on
Monday said this is a period of
significant strategic churn,
with global maritime high-
ways under threat and the
maritime environment be-
coming increasingly con-
tested.

The threat perception is
constantly evolving, manifest-
ing in newer forms of chal-
lenge and complexity, he said.

Admiral Swaminathan
was speaking after the com-
missioning of the deep-sea

diving vessel INS Nipun into
the Indian Navy in Mumbai.

"We are living today
through a period of significant
strategic churn. The maritime

environment is becoming in-
creasingly contested, and the
threat perception is constantly
evolving and manifesting into
newer forms," uP11

India served world as 'Vishwa Guru', 
not 'Maha Shakti': Mohan Bhagwat
WASHINGTON: RSS
chief Mohan Bhagwat said
India’s civilisational tradi-
tions have always been
guided by the principle of
helping others without dis-
crimination and the coun-
try has served the world as
‘vishwa guru’ and not as a
‘super power’.

Addressing the ‘Hindu
Vishwa Bandhu – Embrace
the World in Friendship’
event organised by Cana-
dian Hindus for Outreach,
Relations and Dialogue in
Toronto on Sunday, Bhag-
wat said the Hindu world
view was universal in na-
ture and believed in the
principle of 'Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam’ or the entire
world is one family.

Bhagwat underscored

service as the defining fea-
ture of ‘Bhartiya’ civilisa-
tional ethos.

“Whenever Bharat has
been asked for help any-
where in the world, it has
never refused and it ex-

tends a helping hand even
without even being asked.
This is our tradition, the
DNA of Bharat. That is why
you may have heard the
saying–‘If Hindus awaken,
the world awakens'.” Bhag-
wat said.

Bhagwat also quoted
Sant Kabir’s couplets to as-
sert that all the knowledge
acquired by a person is
meaningless if he fails to
understand the message of
love.

“Kabir Maharaj says,
you may have read so many
books, and you are such a
vidwaan (scholar). It doesn't
mean anything if you don't
know those two and a half
letters, prem, or in English,
four letters – love,” Bhag-
wat said.uP11

NEW DELHI: Monthly
rainfall over India as a whole
during September is most
likely to be below normal, the
India Meteorological Depart-
ment said on Monday in its
monthly forecast.

The IMD also said that
India experienced the hottest
August in 2026 since 1901,
with the mean temperature
at 28.01 degrees Celsius.

The weather department
said that the rainfall is ex-
pected to be below 91 per
cent of the long period aver-
age (LPA) in September.

LPA refers to the rainfall
recorded over a particular re-
gion for a given period, such
as a month or a season, aver-
aged over a long period, typi-
cally 30 to 50 years.

For September, the LPA
is about 167.9 mm based on

data between 1971 and 2020.
The IMD also said that

during September, the
monthly average maximum
temperatures are likely to be
above normal.

Mrutyunjay Mohapatra,
Director General of Meteor-
ology at the IMD, said in a
statement that currently,
strong El Nino conditions are
prevailing over the equatorial
Pacific Ocean, with sea sur-
face temperature (SST) re-
maining above normal across
the central and eastern equa-
torial Pacific.

“These conditions are ex-
pected to strengthen further
in the coming months,” he
said.

According to Mohapatra,
India experienced the hottest
August in 2026 since 1901, as
the mean uP11

India witnessed hottest 
August since 1901: IMD

J&K draws up 5-year roadmap 
to maximise central assistance

n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: Jammu and
Kashmir has drawn up an ambi-
tious

five-year roadmap to max-
imise central assistance under
the Khelo India programme,
with the Union Territory aspir-
ing to secure in excess of Rs
1000 crore in the 2026-2031 pe-
riod for improving sports infra-
structure.

A five-year roadmap has
been prepared for seeking Rs
1000 crore to Rs 1200 crore
from 2026 to 2031 in central as-
sistance under Khelo India for
strengthening sports infrastruc-
ture, nurturing talent and build-
ing a comprehensive sports
ecosystem across the UT, an offi-
cial spokesperson said.

The spokesperson said the
roadmap was presented on
Monday before the UT Level Co-
ordination Committee (UTLCC)
in its first meeting chaired by
Chief Secretary Atal Dulloo.

Dulloo called for a focused,
district-driven approach to
leverage the national pro-
gramme for creating high-qual-
ity sports infrastructure and fa-
cilities across Jammu and
Kashmir.

Chairing the meeting, the
Chief Secretary directed all
deputy commissioners to lever-
age the rechristened Khelo In-
dia 2026-31 scheme to create
the best possible sports infra-
structure and facilities in their
respective districts, while ensur-
ing optimal utilisation of exist-
ing assets.

He called for prompt prepa-
ration of comprehensive district
sports plans and directed the
districts to submit the requisite
plans by September 15, 2026.

Dulloo observed that
Jammu and Kashmir has con-
sistently demonstrated remark-
able sporting talent and stressed
the need to provide young ath-
letes with the right platform, fa-
cilities, coaching and exposure
to hone their abilities uP11

“ UT eyes 
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“However many holy 
words you read, how-
ever many you speak, 
what good will they do 
you if you do not act on 

upon them?”
― Buddha

BISHKEK: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on Tues-
day urged the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation 
(SCO) to confront countries 
using terrorism as an in-
strument of state policy and 
reject “double standards” in 
the collective fight against 
terror financing and re-
cruitment, remarks widely 
viewed as a direct swipe at 

Pakistan.
In the presence of Paki-

stan Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif, Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping and many 
other global leaders, Modi 
said that “we cannot remain 
confined to an action-reac-
tion approach” in the fight 
against terrorism as terror-
ist activities continued to 
pose a serious  4P11 

PM credits 
people for 
7.8 percent 
GDP growth
NEW DELHI: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
on Tuesday applauded 
the country’s people for 
the 7.8 per cent GDP 
growth rate, calling the 
feat particularly impres-
sive, coming against 
the backdrop of global 
turmoil, geopolitical 
conflicts, and supply 
chain disruptions.

In a video message 
on Instagram, the prime 
minister also  4P11

nEARTH NEWS SERVICE
----------------------------------

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha on 
Tuesday chaired a high-lev-
el review meeting with se-
nior officials and assessed 
the security apparatus and 
strategic preparedness 
across the Union Territory 
of Jammu Kashmir.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Atal Dulloo, Chief 
Secretary; Nalin Prabhat, 
DGP; Chandraker Bharti, 
Principal Secretary Home 
Department; S.J.M.Gillani, 
Special DG Coordination 
PHQ; Dr Mandeep K. Bhan-

dari, Principal Secretary to 
Lieutenant Governor; M.K. 
Sinha, ADGP, CID; Sujit 
Kumar, IGP Kashmir; Te-
jinder Singh, IGP Jammu; 
Sarah Rizvi, IGP, Crime 

Branch; Divisional Com-
missioners; DIGs and other 
senior officials.

The Lieutenant Gover-
nor instructed the senior of-
ficials to maintain sustained 

pressure on terror networks 
and enhance ground-level 
operational synergy, calling 
for an aggressive area domi-
nation strategy to decisively 
eliminate emerging 4P11

nEARTH NEWS SERVICE
----------------------------------

SRINAGAR: J&K Chief Min-
ister Omar Abdullah on 
Tuesday met several offi-
cers, deputations and other 
individuals at the Civil Sec-
retariat here.

A group of newly induct-
ed IAS officers, including 
Babila Rakhwal, Shab-
nam Shah Kamili, Rachna 
Sharma, Leena Padha, Ra-
jinder Singh Tara, Munir 
ul Islam, Sajjad Hussain 
Gani, Anoo Malhotra, Nitu 
Gupta, Prediman Krishan 
Bhat, Bhawani Rakhwal 
and Anuradha Gupta made 

a courtesy call and met the 
Chief Minister. The officers 
were recently inducted into 
the Indian Administrative 
Service.

The Chief Minister con-

gratulated the officers on 
their induction into the 
country’s premier civil ser-
vice and wished them a 
successful tenure. He ex-
pressed hope  4P11

CM revamps 
J&K CTMFP 
SRINAGAR: In a ma-
jor leap forward for pub-
lic healthcare and social 
welfare, the Chief Minis-
ter led government has 
announced a compre-
hensive overhaul of the 
landmark Cancer Treat-
ment & Management 
Fund for Poor (CTMFP) 
to ease the out-of-pocket 
financial burden on poor 
and vulnerable  4P11

137 JKAS 
officers  
shifted in 
Admin
JAMMU: The Jammu 
and Kashmir government 
on Tuesday ordered the 
transfer of 137 officers, 
including Sports Council 
secretary Nuzhat Gul, as it 
carried out a major rejig of 
middle-rung bureaucracy.

“In the interest of 
administration, Nuzhat 
Gul, secretary, J&K Sports 
Council, is transferred 
and posted as secretary, 
J&K Advisory Board for 
Development of kisans, 
with immediate effect,” an 
order issued by the General 
Administration Depart-
ment said.

It said the officer shall 
be deemed to have been re-
lieved immediately 4P11

nEARTH NEWS SERVICE
----------------------------------

JAMMU: The Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
directed all administrative 
departments to transition 
all legislative work to the 
National e-Vidhan Appli-
cation (NeVA) portal ahead 
of the Assembly’s upcoming 
Autumn Session starting 
September 21.

Under a circular issued 
by the Department of Law, 
Justice, and Parliamen-
tary Affairs, government 
bills, legislative proposals, 
assembly questions from 
MLAs, and official replies 
will now be submitted, 
tracked, and processed dig-
itally to ensure completely 
paperless functioning.

To facilitate a smooth 
rollout, departments have 
been instructed to access 
their accounts daily, ap-
point dedicated NeVA nod-
al officers, and verify all dig-

ital submissions before the 
session begins.

The circular states that 
questions submitted by 
MLAs have already been 
forwarded to the concerned 
departments, and login cre-
dentials for departmental 
access to the NeVA portal 
have been created. “All Ad-
ministrative Departments 
are, therefore, requested 
to access their respective 
NeVA login accounts on a 
daily basis and ensure that 
Legislative Business con-

cerning their departments, 
including Government 
Bills, legislative proposals 
and amendments, replies 
to Assembly Questions, 
assurances, notices, ref-
erences and other related 
documents,is submitted, 
received and processed 
through the NeVA Por-
tal in accordance with the 
prescribed procedure and 
timelines,” it reads.

The government depart-
ments have been directed to 
upload  4P11

NEW DELHI: The Su-
preme Court on Tuesday 
asked all states and Union 
territories to consider en-
hancing the age of superan-
nuation of judicial officers 
in the district judiciary to 
62 years.

A bench comprising 
Chief Justice Surya Kant 
and Justices Joymalya Bag-
chi and V Mohana said that 
enhancing the age of retire-
ment would not create an 
additional financial burden 
on states as they are already 
in service.

Rejecting the submis-
sions against the 4P11

nEARTH NEWS SERVICE
----------------------------------

JAMMU: Rajesh Gupta, 
President Vishva Hindu 
Parishad (VHP), Jammu & 
Kashmir and Ladakh UTs,) 
has raised concerns over 
the future of the Citizens’ 
Co-operative Bank Ltd., 
Jammu, its employees, 
depositors and business 
account holders following 
the Reserve Bank of India’s 
(RBI’s) decision to impose 
comprehensive operation-
al restrictions on the bank, 
while questioning whether 
adequate support and inter-
vention had been extended 
by the Cooperative Depart-
ment and the Jammu and 
Kashmir administration.

In a statement, Rajesh 
Gupta said that the RBI, 

through directions issued 
on August 25, 2026, im-
posed restrictions on the 
bank with effect from the 
close of business on Au-
gust 27 for a period of six 
months, subject to review.

Under the RBI direc-
tions, the bank has been 
barred, without prior writ-
ten approval, from grant-

ing or renewing loans and 
advances, making invest-
ments, accepting fresh 
deposits, incurring fresh 
liabilities and undertaking 
several categories of pay-
ments or disposal of assets. 
The RBI has also fixed a 
withdrawal ceiling of ₹1.25 
lakh per depositor, while 
permitting essential day-
to-day expenditure such as 
salaries, rent and electricity 
charges.

The RBI action, accord-
ing to the statement, fol-
lowed concerns over the 
bank’s liquidity position 
and the absence of ade-
quate corrective measures 
despite prolonged supervi-
sory engagement.

Gupta said that the bank 
had already  4P11

nEARTH NEWS SERVICE
----------------------------------

SRINAGAR: Jammu and 
Kashmir is set to witness 
the politics of gherao on 
Wednesday as both the 
ruling National Conference 
and the BJP have decided 
to hold protests over vari-
ous issues.

While the NC said it will 
gherao the BJP headquar-
ters in Jammu and Srinagar 
over statehood issue, the 
BJP plans to gherao the 
civil secretariat here over 
the Omar Abdullah govern-
ment’s alleged failure to ful-
fil its electoral promises.

The NC announced that 
it will gherao the opposition 
BJP headquarters in Jam-
mu and Srinagar, demand-
ing accountability for the 
promises the Union govern-
ment made in Parliament 
and the Supreme Court re-
garding the restoration of 

statehood.
The NC’s protest an-

nouncement comes in re-
sponse to the BJP’s sec-
retariat gherao plan for 
Wednesday to protest 
against the alleged failure 
of the Omar Abdullah gov-
ernment to deliver on the 
promises made by it during 
the election campaign in 
2024.

The principal opposition 
party in Jammu and Kash-
mir had originally planned 
its secretariat gherao on 
July 20 but postponed it 
due to NC holding a peace-
ful sit-in at Jantar Mantar 
in Delhi to press for resto-
ration of statehood to J&K.

A BJP spokesperson said 
the youth of J&K are ask-
ing questions which the NC 
government must answer.

“On September 2, we 
shall raise the concerns 
over alleged backdoor 

appointments, job out-
sourcing, unemployment, 
corruption and unfulfilled 
commitments outside the 
Civil Secretariat, Srinagar,” 
he said.

The spokesperson said 
the youth of Jammu and 
Kashmir deserve jobs and 
transparency in the ap-
pointments.

In a post on X, the NC 
said, “The National  Confer-
ence will peacefully gher-
ao the BJP headquarters 
in Srinagar and Jammu 
tomorrow, demanding ac-
countability for the promis-
es made by the Union Gov-
ernment in Parliament and 
before the Supreme Court 
of India.”

“Our demands are clear: 
Constitutional guarantees, 
restoration of statehood, 
clearance of the reservation 
file, and justice for the peo-
ple of J&K. The 4P11

India projects 13 outcomes from SCO Summit
SCO must confront countries using 
terrorism as state policy tool: Modi

Sinha reviews security scenario in J-K
Maintain pressure on terror networks, 
emerging digital threats: LG to officials

Omar interacts with deputations, 
newly inducted IAS officers of J-K 

IGP Kashmir Sujit Kumar calls on CM Rajesh Gupta seeks ‘rescue plan’ for 
crisis-hit Citizens’ Cooperative Bank

	 n POLITICS OF GHERAO

NC to protest at BJP HQ, Oppn party 
to hold demonstration at Secretariat

SC asks states to  
consider 62 years  
retirement age of 
Judicial Officers

J&K Assembly goes paperless with 
NeVA Portal from Autumn Session 

The restrictions 
imposed by the 
Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) on 

The Citizens’ Co-operative 
Bank Ltd. (CCBL), Jam-
mu, should concern us for 
reasons extending far be-
yond one bank.

There are depositors 
whose savings are affect-
ed. There are sharehold-
ers who collectively own 
the cooperative institu-

tion. There are employees 
whose future is connected 
with it. And there is the 
larger question of public 
confidence in Jammu and 
Kashmir’s cooperative 
movement.

RBI has acted as a 
banking regulator and its 
concerns cannot simply 
be dismissed. If there are 
weaknesses in liquidi-
ty, capital, asset quality, 
governance or compli-
ance, the regulator is du-
ty-bound to protect de-
positors.

But regulation answers 
only one part of the ques-
tion. The other question is 
one of public policy:

Can Citizens’ Coopera-

tive Bank be revived, and 
has every reasonable pos-
sibility of revival actually 
been examined?

For Jammu & Kash-
mir, that question as-
sumes particular signifi-
cance because the Union 
Territory already has a 
major precedent for gov-
ernment-supported re-
construction of distressed 
cooperative banks.

Three District Cen-
tral Cooperative Banks 
— Jammu Central Coop-
erative Bank, Anantnag 
Central Cooperative Bank 
and Baramulla Central 
Cooperative Bank — were 
provided a combined re-
capitalisation package of 

approximately ₹366.93 
crore.

The distribution was 
substantial:

The purpose of the ex-
ercise was not to reward 
successful banks. It was 
precisely the opposite.

These institutions re-
quired intervention be-
cause their financial con-
dition had deteriorated 
and they needed recapi-
talisation and restructur-
ing to move towards regu-
latory viability.

That distinction is fun-
damental to the present 
CCBL debate.

SOME OF THE RES-
CUED BANKS HAD 
EVEN HIGHER NPAs

The financial condition 
of some of these institu-
tions was extremely seri-
ous.

Around March 2021, 
available government 
data indicated Gross NPA 
ratios of approximately:

Anantnag Central Co-
operative Bank — 17%; 
Jammu Central Cooper-
ative Bank — 38%; and 
Baramulla Central Co-
operative Bank — an ex-
traordinary 59%

Against this back-
ground, CCBL’s reported 
Gross NPA position of ap-
proximately ₹18.38 crore, 
or 21.26% of advances as 
of December 2025, de-
serves careful examina-

tion. Twenty-one per cent 
Gross NPA is undoubtedly 
serious.

But the experience of 
the three DCCBs demon-
strates something import-
ant:

A high NPA ratio did 
not, by itself, cause the 
Government to abandon a 
cooperative bank.

Baramulla DCCB, de-
spite an NPA ratio report-
edly approaching 59%, 
was provided a recon-
struction opportunity.

Jammu Central Co-
operative Bank received 
approximately ₹180.14 
crore; Anantnag received 
approximately ₹120.29 
crore; Baramulla  4P11
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“If J&K Could Recapitalise Three Distressed 
Cooperative Banks, Why Should Jammu’s 

Citizens’ Cooperative Bank Not Get a 
Transparent Revival Assessment?

Bank J&K share GoI/NABARD share Total 
Jammu Central Cooperative Bank ₹111.28 cr ₹68.86 cr ₹180.14 cr 
Anantnag Central Cooperative Bank ₹88.07 cr ₹32.22 cr ₹120.29 cr 
Baramulla Central Cooperative Bank ₹56.36 cr ₹10.14 cr ₹66.50 cr 
Total ₹255.71 cr ₹111.22 cr ₹366.93 cr 
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SRINAGAR: The Jammu 
and Kashmir Anti-Cor-
ruption Bureau (ACB) 
on Tuesday arrested two 
police officers here for 
allegedly demanding and 
accepting a bribe of Rs 
15000.

According to the ACB, 
a written complaint was 
lodged, alleging that PSI 
Karanjeet Singh, who 
was investigating an FIR 
at the Ram Munshi Bagh 
police station, demanded 
an illegal gratification of 
Rs 15000 for closing the 
case as “not admitted”.

Singh allegedly asked 
for the bribe through Sub 
Inspector Ravi Jee Bhat.

“On receipt of the com-
plaint, the ACB conducted 
verification of the allega-
tions, which prima facie 
established the demand 
for illegal gratification. 

Accordingly, Case FIR 
No. 12/2026 under Sec-
tion 7, Section 7A of the 
Prevention of Corruption 
Act, 1988 & Section 61(2)
BNS was registered at po-
lice station ACB Srinagar 
and an investigation was 
taken up,” the ACB said.

It said that during the 
course of investigation, 
a trap team was consti-
tuted which allegedly 
caught the accused Bhat 
red-handed while accept-
ing the bribe of Rs 15000 
on Singh’s behalf from the 
complainant.

“The bribe amount was 
recovered from the pos-
session of the accused in 
the presence of indepen-
dent witnesses and he 
was taken into custody in 
accordance with law, and 
his co-conspirator PSI 
Karanjeet Singh was sub-
sequently arrested by the 
bureau,” the agency said.

ACB detains two police 
officers for taking bribe 


