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MoE proposes review

of TET exams

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: The Ministry
of Education (MoE) has pro-
posed to undertake compre-
hensive measures pertaining
to the Teacher Eligibility Test
(TET). MoE in an office mem-
orandum said that the review
is related to TET and pro-
posed legislative review in
view of emerging issues con-
cerning teachers and teacher
eligibility “The Ministry of
Education, Government of
India, has taken note of vari-
ous representations and is-
sues being raised by teachers,
teacher associations, educa-
tional institutions and other
stakeholders regarding the
implementation of the TET
requirement,” it reads.

The Ministry further said
that it has also taken note of
the directions and observa-
tions of the Supreme Court
concerning the requirement
of TET for teachers covered
under the Right of Children to
Free and Compulsory Educa-
tion Act 2009.

“In view of the represen-
tations received from various
stakeholders and with a view
to ensuring a transparent, fair
and workable framework for

teacher eligibility, the Gov-
ernment proposes to under-
take a comprehensive review
of the existing arrangements
relating to TET,” MoE said.
The Ministry said that the
measures proposed for con-
sideration of TET includes ex-
amination of the existing TET
eligibility and qualification
framework as well as exami-
nation of issues relating to
teachers who are already in
service and are required to
acquire TET qualification;
MOoE also said that the
consideration of measures
shall ensure that TET exami-
nations are conducted peri-
odically and at reasonable
intervals. The Ministry has
further proposed to review
the examination of the prac-
tical difficulties faced by
serving teachers in obtaining
TET qualification. MoE said
that there must be a consulta-
tion of State Governments,
Union Territory Administra-
tions, NCTE, educational ex-
perts and other stakeholders.
It also said that the govern-
ment will review whether ap-
propriate amendments to the
relevant statutory provisions
are necessary in the larger
publicinterest.

Dr.Ashfaq Ahmad Kailam assumes
Chargeas DlrectorAHD Kashmir
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SRINAGAR: Dr. Ashfaq
Ahmad Kailam today offi-
cially assumed charge as the
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Director of Animal Hus-
bandry Department (AHD),
Kashmir, at the departmen-
tal headquarters GawKadal,
Srinagar.

Upon his arrival at the
Directorate, Dr.Kailam was
warmly received by the sen-
ior officers, technical ex-
perts, and administrative
staff from across the divi-
sion. The officers extended
their congratulations and
expressed full cooperation
in driving the department’s
developmental goals for-
ward.

Immediately after tak-
ing over the operational re-
sponsibilities, the incoming
Director chaired an intro-
ductory meeting with key
departmental heads. During
the interaction, Dr.Kailam
outlined his core priorities
including strengthening
healthcare infrastructure,
administrative efficiency,
besides farmer welfare and
livestock productivity. Dr.
Kailam emphasized team
collaboration, urging all
staff members to work with
dedication, transparency,
and accountability to
strengthen the rural econ-
omy dependent on animal

Chadoora sees simultaneous work
on main bridge, footbridge
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BUDGAM: Work on the
main bridge and the newly
taken-up footbridge in
Chadoora over Nallah Doo-
dganga is progressing simul-
taneously, with Sub-Divi-
sional Magistrate (SDM)
Chadoora directing the con-
cerned Roads and Buildings
(R&B) Department and exe-
cuting agency to expedite the
pace of work and ensure mini-
mum inconvenience to the
general public. The SDM con-
ducted an on-site inspection
of both projects. He was ac-
companied by the Executive
Engineer (ExEn), R&B De-
partment, and the concerned
Junior Engineer (JE).

The inspection comes af-
ter the main bridge was com-
pletely closed for public move-
ment to facilitate its
dismantling and reconstruc-
tion. The bridge had remained
closed to vehicular traffic for
nearly 10 months following
the development of cracks,
while pedestrian movement
continued until the disman-
tling process began.

With the main bridge now
inaccessible and construction
work also underway on the
footbridge, residents are fac-
ing difficulties in crossing the
river and moving between the
two sides of the area.

Taking note of the situa-
tion, the SDM directed the
R&B Department to put in
place an interim ramp/tem-
porary diversion to facilitate
pedestrian movement until
the footbridge is completed.

Speaking to the media
during the inspection, the
SDM said the works had been
taken up on the directions of
the administration and that
the footbridge was an imme-
diate requirement considering
the difficulties being faced by
the public.<"The temporary
ramp is being constructed to
provide reliefto people during
the intervening period," he
said, directing the concerned
department to ensure that the
arrangement is completed at
the earliest. The temporary
arrangement is being taken up
on priority, with the SDM stat-
ing that the ramp is expected
to be completed by Friday and

provide immediate relief to
the people.

The SDM further directed
the concerned agency to expe-
dite the construction of the
footbridge and set mid-No-
vember as the target for its
completion. The footbridge is
being treated as an immediate
requirement to restore dedi-
cated pedestrian connectivity
between the two sides.

"The footbridge is an im-
mediate requirement consid-
ering the difficulties being
faced by the public. We have
set mid-November as the tar-
get for its completion,” the
SDM said. Meanwhile, work
on the main bridge is also un-
derway following the com-
mencement of the disman-
tling process. The SDM
directed the executing agency
to maintain the pace of work
and adhere to the stipulated
timeline for its reconstruction.
The ongoing works are partic-
ularly significant for pedestri-
ans, including school-going
children, elderly persons,
women and other residents
who need to cross the river for
their daily activities.

DC Budgam stresses speedy, quality execution
of developmental projects in Chadoora
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BUDGAM: Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Budgam, Athar
Aamir Khan, today conducted
an extensive tour of Chadoora
and reviewed various ongoing
and proposed development
projects.

Among other projects, the
Deputy Commissioner in-
spected New Bus Stand, New
Bus stand shopping complex,
main bridge, new footbridge
and planned Revenue Com-
plex having SDM Office and
Tehsil Office.

During inspection of New
Bus Stand, the Deputy Com-
missioner reviewed the facil-
ities available for the public.
He also inspected the New
Bus Stand Shopping Complex
and reviewed the progress of
the ongoing work.

During tour, the Deputy
Commissioner also visited the
Main Bridge and reviewed the
repair works being carried out

there. He also inspected the
new footbridge and took stock
of its progress. He directed
the concerned departments to
ensure timely completion and
proper quality of works.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner also inspected the site
of the new planned Revenue
Complex, which will house
the SDM Office and Tehsil Of-
fice. He directed the con-
cerned officers to take neces-
sary steps for early execution
of the project.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner also took serious note
of illegal mining in Nallah
Doodhganga and directed the
District Mineral Officer to in-
tensify monitoring and take
strict action against viola-
tions. During the visit, the
Deputy Commissioner inter-
acted with local people and
delegations and heard their
issues and demands. He as-
sured that genuine issues
would be examined for neces-
sary redressal.

He directed all concerned
officers to closely monitor the
works and ensure their timely
completion.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner was accompanied by
SDM Chadoora, Joint Direc-
tor Planning Budgam, Tehsil-
dar, Executive Engineer R&B
Division Chadoora, Executive
Engineer Irrigation, ARTO
Budgam, Executive Officer
MC Chadoora and other con-
cerned officers.

Cluster University Srinagar, Rapture Biotech
join hands to strengthen sk111 development
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SRINAGAR: Cluster Uni-
versity of Srinagar signed a
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) with Rapture
Biotech to strengthens indus-
try—academia linkages across
biotechnology and allied life
sciences.

The agreement will create
pathways for student skill de-
velopment, research, training
and career advancement.
Both institutions will align ac-
ademic learning with current
industry requirements. The
initiative supports employa-
bility, innovation and applied
research within the region.

The MoU was signed on
14 September 2026 at Cluster
University of Srinagar. Regis-
trar Prof (Dr) Wilayat Hus-
sain Rizvi in presence of Vice
Chancellor, Prof Mohammed
Mobin, signed for the univer-
sity and Ambika Slathia, Di-

rector of Rapture Biotech,
signed for the company. Con-
troller Examinations, Prof
Khurshid Ahmad Mir and PS
to Vice Chancellor, Dr. Ubaid
Sidique, besides Senior rep-
resentatives from both organ-
isations witnessed the signing
ceremony.

The agreement covers
biotechnology, botany, chem-
istry, biochemistry, microbi-

ology, geography, geology,
pharmaceutical chemistry
and zoology. It also includes
other life-science disciplines.
Activities will include student
and faculty exchanges, joint
academic initiatives and
hands-on laboratory training.

Project and dissertation
support will be extended to
undergraduate, postgraduate
and doctoral students. Intern-

ships, workshops and techni-
cal skill exchange will be de-
livered through structured
programmes. Placement sup-
port, startup incubation and
mentorship will be offered to
aspiring student entrepre-
neurs.

The partners will collabo-
rate on research publications
and share intellectual prop-
erty from joint work.

Cluster University Srinagar signs MoU with
NIELIT for NSDF allgned sk|II programmes
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SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER
18: Cluster University of Srina-
gar (CUS) signed Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MoU)
with National Institute of Elec-
tronics & Information Technol-
ogy (NIELIT) J&K for National
Skills Qualifications Frame-
work (N'SQ F)-aligned skill de-
velopment for a preiod of three
years.

The MoU will strengthen
digital skilling, employability
and emerging technology readi-
ness among learners.

The collaboration will use
the NIELIT Digital University
Platform for technology-en-
abled education. It will support
online, blended and other mutu-
ally agreed learning
modes.<The MoU was signed
on 15 September 2026 at Cluster
University of Srinagar. Regis-
trar Prof (Dr) Wilayat Hussain
Rizvi, in presence of the Vice
Chancellor Prof Mohammed
Mobin, signed for the university
and Ashaq Hussain Dar, Direc-
tor NIELIT, signed for the Insti-
tute. Controller Examinations,
Prof Khurshid Ahmad Mir and
PSto Vice Chancellor Dr. Ubaid
Sidique, besides Senior repre-
sentatives from both organisa-
tions witnessed the signing cer-
emony. The partnership will
facilitate courses in Artificial In-
telligence, Data Science, Cyber
Security and Cloud Computing.
Other areas include Internet of

’Ihmgs, Blockcham ARand VR,
semiconductor technologies
and digital governance. The col-
laboration also covers electron-
ics, information technology and
other emerging technology do-
mains. Students, faculty, staff,
professionals and eligible learn-
ers may benefit from these pro-
grammes. Credit transfer and
academic integration will follow
applicable institutional and reg-
ulatory norms. The NIELIT
platform provides learning
management, digital content
and virtual laboratory facilities.
Tt also supports artificial intelli-
gence enabled learning, learner
analytics and online assess-
ments. The partners will jointly
develop course content, assign-
ments and laboratory manuals.
They will also facilitate faculty
development, internships,
project work, research and in-
dustry engagement. Work-
shops, seminars, webinars,
bootcamps and hackathons
will be organised under the
partnership. The MoU fur-
ther provides for training of
trainers and institutional coor-
dinators. It includes capacity
building for administrators
supporting platform based aca-
demic programmes. NIELIT
will support course delivery, as-
sessments, certification and
learner progress reporting. The
Cluster University will identify
learners, facilitate enrolment
and obtain necessary academic
approvals.

Cold storagebookings fill up across Kashmir ahead of peak apple season
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SRINAGAR: Cold storage
capacity across Kashmir has
been almost entirely booked
months before the apple sea-
son is set to peak, with grow-
ers who failed to reserve
space in advance now strug-
gling to find storage for their

produce.
The rush follows last sea-
son's experience, when

growers who stored their
crop instead of selling dur-
ing the peak arrival period
secured significantly better
prices amid weak market
conditions.

Cold storage operators
said a major portion of their
capacity was reserved sev-
eral months ago, shortly af-
ter last season's stored pro-
duce was cleared, while the

remaining space has also
been largely booked in re-
cent weeks. Most units are
expected to begin receiving
fresh produce from next
week.

Growers said the early
booking of storage space has
become a necessity rather
than a choice for many farm-
ers. "We have seen what
happened last year. During
the peak season, rates were
under pressure, while prices
improved later. This year,
growers have therefore
booked storage space much
earlier. Those who have not
made arrangements in ad-
vance are now struggling to
get space," a grower said.

Another grower said last
year's market was un-
favourable when a large
quantity of apples arrived to-

gether due to highway dis-
ruption. "Those who had the
option of keeping their pro-
duce in cold storage waited
for better market conditions
and were able to sell at com-
paratively better prices
later," he said.

Cold storage unit hold-
ers said bookings began sev-
eral months ago, with grow-
ers reserving space soon
after last season's stored
produce was cleared.

"Most of our capacity was
booked months in advance.
The response has been much
stronger this year because
growers who stored their ap-
ples last season received rela-
tively good returns. The re-
maining capacity has also
been booked now," a cold
storage operator said.

Another unit holder said

most facilities are making
preparations to receive the
crop from next week.

"Several units are sched-
uled to start receiving pro-
duce from next week. Since
capacity is limited, growers
cannot wait until the last mo-
ment to make bookings. The
demand this year is signifi-
cantly higher than what we
witnessed earlier," he said.

Growers said cold storage
has increasingly emerged as
an important option for man-
aging market risk, particu-
larly when arrivals are con-
centrated within a short
period.

"Cold storage gives grow-
ers some flexibility. Instead
of selling the entire crop im-
mediately when arrivals are
high and rates are weak, they
can store part of the produce

and wait for the market to
improve. But this option is
useful only when storage is
booked in advance," another
grower said.

The growers, however,
maintained that cold storage
alone cannot resolve all the
challenges confronting the
horticulture sector and
called for better market
management, transporta-
tion facilities and timely
market information to help
them make informed deci-
sions. With the new apple
season approaching its peak,
the early exhaustion of cold
storage bookings has also
highlighted the growing de-
pendence of growers on con-
trolled storage facilities to
protect themselves against
sharp fluctuations in market
prices.

SKUAST-K holds 73rd BoM Meeting
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SRINAGAR: Sher-e-Kashmir Uni-
versity of Agricultural Sciences and
Technology of Kashmir (SKUAST-K)
held its 73rd Meeting of the Board of
Management (BoM) at the VC Secre-
tariat, SKUAST-K, with Vice-Chancel-
lor Prof. Nazir Ahmad Ganai chairing

the meeting.

The meeting was attended by Prof.
Vice-Chancellor,
SKUAST-Jammu; Dr. Rajbir Singh,
Deputy Director General, Agricultural
Extension, ICAR; Dr. Cherukamulli
Srinivasa Rao, Director, ICAR-IARI;
representatives from Director Gen-
eral, Codes; Special Secretary, Agri-
culture Production; Special Secretary,
Planning and Monitoring; Director
Extension, SKUAST-K; Dean, Faculty
of Forestry; officers of the university;
and a progressive farmer, among oth-

B.N. Tripathi,

ers.

port, outlining

During the meeting, Vice-Chan-
cellor Prof. Nazir Ahmad Ganai pre-
sented the University's progress re-

developments and the roadmap for its
next phase of transformation.

In his address, Prof. Ganai said
SKUAST-K has achieved the goal set
in 2022 of moving from ‘Local to Na-
tional’ and is now repositioning its
goalpost from ‘National to Global’. He
said the next phase of transformation
would focus on six key pillars: student
diversity, faculty diversity, curriculum
transformation, research and innova-
tion, world-class infrastructure, and
financial sustainability.

Outlining the University's 2030
roadmap, he identified targets includ-
ing raising international student en-
rolment to 5 percent and the share of
students from other States and Union
Territories to 35 percent. He also set
targets of expanding the University's

institutional

(CQPMDC).

intellectual property rights (IPR) port-
folio to over 250, taking its
250-plus, and attracting more than 50
faculty members from outside the
Union Territory, including Professors
of Practice and Adjunct Faculty, to
strengthen faculty diversity.

Among the major decisions, the
Board approved the establishment of
the Centre for Faculty Training and
Pedagogy Research (CFTPR) under
the Centre for Quality Education,
along with the Centre for Quality Plant
Material Discipline and Certification

Aspart of academic restructuring,
the Board approved the renaming of
several divisions. The Division of
Floriculture and Landscaping was re-
named the Division of Floriculture,
Ornamental Breeding and Landscap-
ing Innovation. The Division of Fruit
Sciences was renamed the Division of
Fruit Breeding, Technology and Inno-

H-index to

vation, while the Division of Vegetable
Sciences was renamed the Division of
Vegetable Breeding, Technology and
Innovation.

On the recommendations of the
Selection Committee, the Board ap-
proved the appointment of Deans and
Directors in various academic and ad-
ministrative positions, including Ed-
ucation, Research, Planning and Mon-
itoring, Students Welfare, Faculty of
Agriculture, Horticulture, Veterinary
Sciences and Fisheries.

The Board also approved direct

appointments of Associate Professors

and Professors across 14 departments,
along with Career Advancement
Scheme (CAS) promotions of Associate
Professors and Professors in 31 disci-
plines.

The Board also approved select
recommendations of the Academic
Council and considered matters re-
lated to statutory amendments.
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KUPWARA: Additional
Secretary, Rural Develop-
ment & Panchayati Raj
(RDD&PR), Waseem Raja,
undertook a tour of Machil
Block in Kupwara district
and inspected various ongo-
ing development works being
executed under different
schemes.

During the visit, he re-
viewed the progress of works
on the ground and stressed
upon timely completion,
quality execution and effec-
tive monitoring, particularly
in view of the approaching
winter.

The visit provided an op-
portunity to assess the imple-
mentation of rural develop-
ment initiatives in the
challenging border and hilly
terrain of Machil valley and
to identify areas requiring fo-
cused intervention.

He also interacted with
local residents in villages
close to the Line of Control
(LoC) and listened to their
concerns and developmental
needs.

During the visit, empha-
sis was laid on timely comple-
tion, quality execution and
effective monitoring of
works, particularly in view of
the approaching winter.

Additional Secretary ap-
preciated the innovative ap-
proach adopted for the im-
plementation of VB-GRAM G
at Malik Bela, the last village
close to the Line of Control
(LoC). He also inspected the
geotagged PMAY-G houses
and interacted with the bene-
ficiaries.

The Additional Secretary
further inspected the play-
ground at Machil, con-
structed under MGNREGA,
and reviewed the ongoing
flood-protection crate works
aimed at safeguarding the
area from flood-related dam-
age.

Earlier, on reaching
Machil, the Additional Secre-
tary chaired a meeting of offi-
cers and field functionaries of
the Machil Block to review
block wise progress on vari-
ous ongoing development
works, payments made to
labourers and other progress
indicators under VBGRAM
G, PMAY-G and district
Capex.

The Additional Secretary
was accompanied by ACD
Kupwara, Abdul Rashid,
BDO Machil, Mohammad
Rafiq Poswal, and other offi-
cers.



