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OpenAI, on Thurs-
day, September 17, 
introduced a legal 
industry-focused 

version of its latest and most 
powerful model, GPT-6 As-
tra. The Sam Altman-led 
company said that the model 
comes with settings, tools, 
and context tailored for 
professional legal work. The 
model will be initially avail-
able to a handful of law firms 
through Trusted Access in 
ChatGPT and Codex.

The launch of Astra 
comes amid a push by top 
AI companies into the legal 
segment. OpenAI said that 
the new system is designed 
to work along with a firm’s 
existing expertise, methods, 
and professional workflows 
instead of replacing them 
entirely.

OpenAI is also position-
ing data protection and pro-
fessional obligations as key 
parts of its legal offerings. 
According to the AI startup, 
its legal products are de-
signed around lawyers’ re-
sponsibilities like protecting 

client confidentiality as well 
as exercising independent 
judgement. Meanwhile, its 
legal offering comes with 
zero retention for API usage, 
while ChatGPT Enterprise 
comes with an ‘eyes-off’ hu-
man review posture by de-
fault.

The tool aims to con-
nect OpenAI’s models with 
those that law firms already 
use. The company has also 

highlighted partnerships 
with legal tech providers 
including Clio, DeepJudge, 
iManage, Intapp, Relativ-
ity and Thomson Reuters. 
These integrations can bring 
firm knowledge, case in-
formation, documents and 
established workflows into 
ChatGPT while retaining 
existing permissions and 
controls.

According to OpenAI, 

Astra for legal can support 
a wide range of legal tasks, 
from researching matters 
and analysing documents 
to drafting and reviewing 
deals. Its legal industry page 
also shows examples of work 
involving IPO, document 
review, deal diligence, and 
the use of a legal firm’s own 
precedents and playbooks.

The latest announcement 
comes as AI companies train 

their focus on profession-
al services, where massive 
volumes of documents and 
repetitive knowledge-work 
tasks make the technology 
relevant. However, for law 
firms, the broader pitch is 
just not about using an AI 
chatbot. OpenAI seems to be 
aiming at making its models 
part of the established legal 
workflows by combining AI 
reasoning with firm-spe-
cific knowledge, specialist 
databases, and profession-
al tools. At the same time, 
retaining lawyers wherever 
legal judgment is required.

Earlier this year, An-
thropic too expanded 
Claude’s reach in the legal 
sector with new tools and 
integrations aimed at law 
firms and lawyers. The an-
nouncement allowed Claude 
users to access 12 legal prac-
tice plug-ins covering areas 
such as litigation, employ-
ment and commercial law. 
Anthropic said the tools can 
be deployed through its Co-
work platform or embedded 
into law firms’ systems. 

OpenAI brings GPT-6 Astra to legal 
industry with tools for law firms

NEW DELHI: In the India 
squads named on Wednes-
day for the series against 
West Indies, Bhuvneshwar 
Kumar and Mohammed 
Shami could not find a 
place. Bhuvneshwar took 
28 wickets for IPL 2026 
champions Royal Challeng-
ers Bengaluru. On the oth-
er hand, Shami, who last 
played for India in 2025, 
has been performing well 
regularly at the domestic 
level. Former India star 
Aakash Chopra says the 
time may be up for Bhu-
vneshwar and Mohammed 
Shami as far as their inter-
national ambitions go. “So I 
think the writing is on the 
wall when you look at things 
from Shami and Bhuvi’s 
perspective. From the T20I 
perspective, you could have 
thought about Bhuvi. From 
the ODI perspective, you 
could have thought about 
Mohammed Shami. But 
you are not thinking about 

them,” Chopra said on his 
YouTube channel.

“And with so many 
teams, so much overlap, 
so many new players get-
ting opportunities, Auqib 
Nabi being named in the 
ODI team, Mayank Yadav 
and Prince Yadav coming 
into the T20I setup, and 
neither Bhuvi nor Shami 
being there, I think it tells 
us something. This is prob-
ably something we need to 
accept, make peace with, 

and keep moving on. That’s 
what I think.”

Meanwhile, India’s vet-
eran fast bowler Moham-
med Shami reflected on his 
recent accomplishment of 
competing in 100 first-class 
matches during the Duleep 
Trophy 2026 final for East 
Zone.

Shami, who has been out 
of the Indian team for quite 
some time now, called play-
ing 100 matches “always 
special” and highlighted 

that his hunger remains the 
same as before.

“100th match is always 
special, whether you score 
a hundred and raise your 
bat for the first time or you 
play in 100 matches, it is 
a very long journey, a long 
sacrifice and a goal of your 
life,” Shami said in a video 
shared by BCCI Domestic.

“It’s a dream to play 100 
first-class matches, make 
your state proud, play 
matches in different plac-
es, in different conditions 
and pick wickets; it’s a big 
thing, it’s a dream,” he add-
ed.

Shami’s 100th first-class 
game coincided with East 
Zone playing the Duleep 
Trophy final against South 
Zone, and East Zone went 
on to beat them. Shami was 
21 when East Zone won 
their maiden Duleep Tro-
phy title in 2012, and he 
was a vital cog in their third 
title 14 years later.

Mohammed Shami, Bhuvneshwar Kumar 
Told To ‘Move On’ After BCCI’s Latest Snub

A routine check of a 
giant Moon map 
led NASA scientist 
Robert Wagner to 

a discovery that had gone 
unnoticed. While study-
ing data on his computer 
screen, Wagner spotted an 
unusually large bright spot 
surrounded by a dark halo, 
suggesting that the lunar 
surface in that area had 
been disturbed, according 
to NASA.

Wagner, an image-pro-
cessing specialist from In-
tuitive Machines who works 
with data from NASA’s Lu-
nar Reconnaissance Orbit-
er Camera (LROC) system, 
said that he stopped every-
thing and began investigat-
ing the spot.

By comparing images of 
the Moon taken before and 
after the change, Wagner 
realised that he had found 
the largest newly formed 
crater ever discovered in 
the solar system. Scientists 
reported the discovery in 
Science Advances.

Officially named Mc-
Getchin after lunar scientist 
Tom McGetchin, the crater 

formed on the eastern edge 
of the Moon sometime be-
tween April 11 and May 22, 
2024. 

It was created after a 
comet or asteroid the size of 
a three- to six-story build-
ing hit the lunar surface.

The impact created a 
crater 728 feet wide, about 
the length of two football 
fields. 

Scientists estimate that 
an impact of this size hap-
pens on the Moon about 
once in a century or even 
longer.

For more than 17 years, 
NASA’s Lunar Reconnais-
sance Orbiter has been cir-
cling the Moon and using 
its seven instruments to 
study its topography, sur-
face composition, tempera-
ture and radiation environ-
ment.

During the mission, the 
spacecraft’s team has iden-
tified at least 1,000 new 
impact craters and flagged 
100,000 more surface 
changes caused by objects 
hitting the Moon or debris 
thrown out after impacts.

NASA Scientist Discovers Largest 
Newly Formed Crater On Moon

NAGOYA: Since the Indian 
contingent landed in Na-
goya (Japan) for the Asian 
Games 2026, the issue of ac-
commodation has been ab-
solute chaos. On Thursday, 
another nightmare unfold-
ed for the members of the 
Indian contingent. Gym-
nast Pranati Nayak and her 
coach, Ashok Mishra, faced 
a bizarre logistical challenge 
upon checking in to their of-
ficial accommodation when 
organisers informed them 
that they had been allocat-
ed the same room on the 
cruise ship. Unhappy with 
the mixed-gender accom-
modation between athletes 
and support staff, the duo 
was forced to escalate the 
issue immediately. De-
spite continuous efforts to 
reach local organisers and 
team officials, the situation 
remained unresolved for 
hours. it was only after the 
urgent intervention of the 
Indian Olympic Association 
(IOA) that alternative ar-
rangements were finalised 
around 1:30 am.

However, that was not 
the end of the chaos. When 
Ashok Mishra finally went 
to collect his keys for a sep-
arate room, hotel staff in-
formed him that his book-
ing could not be located in 
the register.

The cause was a minor 
administrative oversight 
in official paperwork: the 
letter “I” had been omitted 
from his name in the sys-
tem records. Rectifying the 

clerical error and verifying 
his accreditation took an-
other 45 minutes, keeping 
the coach waiting well past 
2:00 am before he was final-
ly able to rest in his room.

 Pranati confirmed that 
such an incident took place 
and was only resolved by 
around 2:00 am.

“Yes, there was a mix-up 
during the accommodation. 
It was resolved around 2:00 
am,” the gymnast said.

READ | Exclusive: Asian 
Games Chief Dismisses 
Backlash Over Container 
Housing, Accommodation 
Chaos

Ever since the Indian 
contingent arrived in Ja-
pan, several accommoda-
tion-related issues have 
been reported. Various 
athletes had to wait for 
hours before being allotted 
a room. Access to training 
and nutrition has also been 
an issue.

It has also been report-
ed that the members of the 
Indian kabaddi contingent 
experienced similar hotel 
mix-ups and delayed check-
ins upon their arrival, high-
lighting another episode of 
widespread administrative 
and coordination lapses 
during the team’s arrival 
phase.

With competitions set to 
begin, athletes and support 
staff are hoping that the off-
field administrative hiccups 
are behind them so they can 
pivot their focus entirely 
back to performance.

Asian Games 2026: Gymnast Pranati Nayak, Male 
Coach Given Same Room In Midnight Chaos In Japan
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16 Debutants, No Leroy Sane: 
Jurgen Klopp’s Germany Era Begins 
With Surprise 44-Man Squad
BERLIN: Germany coach Jurgen Klopp handed 
16 players their first call-ups on Thursday as he 
unveiled a 44-man squad for his first camp since 
taking over as coach in the summer. Teams are 
restricted to naming 20 outfield players and three 
goalkeepers for each match but the former Liv-
erpool manager took the unusual step of naming 
a larger squad. Klopp has split the group into 
two separate squads for Germany’s four upcom-
ing Nations League fixtures. The first group will 
be available for the games fixtures against the 
Netherlands in Amsterdam on September 24 and 
at home to Greece three days later in Augsburg. 
“It’s very unusual that you’ve got four games in 
two weeks with the national team,” Klopp said at a 
press conference in Frankfurt. 

“I want to get to know as many players as possi-
ble in that time... It’s not an A-team and a B-team, 
but the two squads have been created in a way that 
each fits well together.”

Klopp was named as the replacement for Julian 
Nagelsmann in July after the four-time World Cup 
winners were eliminated at the last-32 stage of the 
2026 World Cup, their third successive early exit 
from the tournament. 

“It really felt like you had the feeling after the 
World Cup that German football is on its knees 
and we have no talents, no footballers,” Klopp 
said. 

“In the past four weeks as we’ve been looking 
closely and plenty of talents have caught our eye. 

“It’s a squad for two or three years from now, 
not just for the next four international games.”

Leroy Sane, Deniz Undav, Leon Goretzka and 
goalkeeper Oliver Baumann have been left out, 
while veterans Manuel Neuer and Antonio Rudi-
ger have since retired from international football. 

Marc-Andre ter Stegen will be Germany’s num-
ber one option in goal. Klopp said the 2015 Cham-
pions League winner was the preferred option “for 
the moment”.  

Ter Stegen left Barcelona for Ajax on a sea-
son-long loan in the summer after a torrid run of 
injuries which restricted him to just 12 competi-
tive matches in the past two years. 

Bayern midfielder Joshua Kimmich, the most 
experienced member of the squad with 114 caps, 
has retained the captain’s armband. 

The 31-year-old is set to move from right-back 
to central midfield, where he plays at club level.

Undav, one of the few bright spots for Germany 
at the World Cup, has been omitted. German me-
dia reported the former Brighton forward will be 
given time off to recover from an Achilles tendon 
injury. 

Among the 16 potential debutants are Eintracht 
Frankfurt’s Younes Ebnoutalib, who was in the 
second division a season ago, along with Stuttgart 
defender Finn Jeltsch, Brentford midfielder Vitaly 
Janelt and Celtic midfielder Mika Baur. 

“There’s a couple of lads here who will surprise 
you, that’s clear, but we saw something in the lads, 
plenty of potential, and we want to be part of their 
development,” Klopp said. 

NEW DELHI: India and Afghanistan 
will lock horns one final time in the on-
going Friendship Cup 2026 on Thurs-
day when they face off in the third and 
final T20I at the Arun Jaitley Stadium 
in New Delhi. India lead the three-
match series 2-0 in what has been a his-
toric bilateral event, with Afghanistan 
hosting India on Indian soil. Ahead 
of the series finale, players from both 
teams, along with officials from their re-
spective cricket boards, gathered under 
one roof at a special event, Koh-E-Zafar 
(Mountain of Triumph), in New Del-
hi, hosted by the Afghanistan Cricket 
Board (ACB).

India captain Shreyas Iyer, Abhishek 
Sharma, and Ishan Kishan were invited 
on stage for a light-hearted chat along-

side their Afghanistan counterparts 
Ibrahim Zadran, Mohammad Nabi, and 
Gulbadin Naib.

During the event, Abhishek was 
asked to name an Indian cricketer who 
spends the most time in front of the 
mirror. However, instead of naming an 
Indian player, he mentioned his former 
Sunrisers Hyderabad teammate and Af-
ghanistan pacer Fazalhaq Farooqi.

“I am not sure about any Indian 
cricketers, but i feel among Afghanistan 
players, Fazalhaq Farooqi is the one. 
He spends a lot of time (looking him-
self in the mirror), looking at himself. 
Congratulations to him, he recently got 
married again,” said Abhishek during a 
free-wheeling chat.

“As far as the Indian team is con-

cerned, I feel it’s Shivam Dube,” he 
added.

Kishan was labelled the “biggest 
prankster in Indian cricket” by both 
Shreyas and Abhishek, while the world’s 
No. 1 T20I batter was quick to point the 
finger at leg-spinner Ravi Bishnoi.

The Afghanistan Premier League 
(APL) trophy was also on display during 
the evening, adding to the celebration 
of Afghanistan’s cricketing journey. The 
growth of Afghan cricket in recent years 
is reflected in the launch of APL, high-
lighting the country’s growing cricket-
ing talent and the continued develop-
ment of the sport. The league is slated 
to begin on 27 December 2026, with 
the upcoming season set to feature five 
teams.

TEXAS: Josh Allen gave 
Buffalo Bills fans plenty to 
celebrate on Sept. 17, 2026. 
He scored five touchdowns 
as Buffalo beat the Detroit 
Lions 41-31 in the first reg-
ular-season game at the new 
Highmark Stadium. But 
an unusual moment on the 
sideline quickly became an-
other talking point.

Amazon Prime cameras 
showed Allen appearing to 
chew smelling salts while 
getting ready to return to 
the field. The clip spread on-
line, with fans questioning 
whether the Bills quarter-
back had just broken an NFL 
rule.

The confusion came from 
the NFL’s smelling-salts 
policy. Before the 2025 
season, the league stopped 
teams and club personnel 
from providing or supplying 
ammonia inhalants during 
games, pregame activities 
and halftime. The policy 
followed concerns that the 

products could mask some 
concussion symptoms.

However, the NFL did 
not ban players from using 
their own smelling salts. The 
NFL Players Association 
clarified in August 2025 that 
the policy “does not prohibit 
player use of these substanc-
es.” The NFL also confirmed 
that interpretation to the 
union.

So, the clip alone did not 
show that Allen had broken 
the rule. The key question 
under the policy is whether 
the team supplied the prod-
uct.

Fans quickly turned the 
unusual scene into a joke.

One fan described Buffa-
lo’s performance by writing, 
“What the Bills are doing 
to the Lions is a developing 
true crime story.”

Another joked, “Uh oh! 
Gonna be an investigation 
into this! The NFL banned 
teams from providing smell-
ing salts to players.

Abhishek Sharma Names Cricketer Who Spends 
Most Time In Front Of Mirror: “Got Married Again”

“A Developing True Crime Story”: 
Josh Allen’s Awkward Smelling Salts 
Moment Has NFL Fans Talking


