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Modi; India
has political
steadiness

NEW DELHI: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi asserted
on Friday that reforms in all
spheres are his government's
commitment and that India
continues to take several
steps to ensure continued
growth momentum.

Addressing the Economic
Times World Leaders Forum,
Modi also said India has po-
litical stability and continuity
inits policies, and the world
sees the country as a bright
spot of growth and hope.

"India continues to take
several steps to ensure con-
tinued growth momentum.
India is pushing ahead with
reforms across sectors and
reforms are our commit-
ment," he said.

The prime minister said
the world has many concerns
regarding growth as re-
sources are getting
weaponised, but India is be-
ing seen as a bright spot of
growth.

He said the NDA govern-
ment has a clear roadmap for
reforms, with a strong focus
on governance.p P11

Indiawon'thesafetillits
bordersaresecure:Shah

HM targets Mamata over border fencing delay
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JAMMU: Asserting that

SILIGURI: Asserting that neither the state
nor the country will be safe until its frontiers
are secured, Union Home Minister Amit Shah
on Friday slammed former West Bengal chief
minister Mamata Banerjee over the delay in
the India-Bangladesh border fencing, alleg-
ing that his "repeated pleas" to her forland to
erect the fences fell on deaf ears.

On the second day of his north Bengal
tour, Shah hit out at Banerjee while attending
a programme organised at the Sashastra
Seema Bal (SSB) frontier headquarters here
for the groundbreaking and foundation stone
laying ceremonies of various SSB projects.

"My desperate and repeated pleas to Ma-
mata Banerjee for land to set up border fences
by the BSF fell on deaf ears. I had been asking
for 1,129 acres of land to strengthen border
security since 2014. We received the land par-
cel only after the Adhikari government was
formed in the state," Shah said.

Stating that no previous CMs of the state
ever attended programmes of the SSB or the
BSF, Shah congratulated Chief Minister Su-
vendu Adhikari, who flanked the union home
minister on the dais, for breaking the glass
ceiling.

"Former CMs of Bengal never partici-
pated in SSB celebrations despite sending

them invitations. The SSB is not a political or-

ganisation. The force is beyond such consider-
ations," the union home minister said, indi-
cating that such indifference towards > P11

agriculture and allied sectors
are the next big frontier for

youth  entrepreneurship,
Jammu and Kashmir Lieu-
tenant Governor Manoj

Sinha on Friday inaugurated a
series of agri-infrastructure
facilities and urged young
people to develop innovative
solutions tailored to the re-
gion's climatic and local chal-
lenges.

Sinha also addressed the
launch of the startup out-
reach programme, which
brought together researchers,
innovators, young entrepre-
neurs and farmers from
across Jammu division.

The Lieutenant Governor
cautioned the youth of
Jammu Kashmir against sim-
ply replicating foreign mod-
els, urging them instead to
study their own fields, farm-
ers, climate and local chal-
lenges, and to build solutions
suited to the region's specific
needs.

"Today, there are start-
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LG inaugurates new infrastructure facilities at SKUAST-J

Agriculture next big frontier for
youth entrepreneurshlp Sinha

ups worldwide continuously
exploring new possibilities in
agriculture and allied sectors.
The biggest message from
these startups and new inno-
vations is that agriculture and
allied sectors themselves are
the next big frontier for inno-
vation," he said after the in-
auguration of a series of infra-
structure  projects at
Sher-e-Kashmir University of
Agricultural Sciences and
Technology (SKUAST) here.
Sinha said different coun-
tries have innovated for their
own problems, and now it is

time for Jammu Kashmir to

innovate for its own ques-
tions and challenges.
Startups globally are ex-
ploring new possibilities in
agriculture and allied sectors,
citing technology-driven ini-
tiatives in countries such as
the Netherlands, Israel, New
Zealand and Brazil, he added.
"The biggest message
from these startups and new
innovations is that agricul-
ture and allied sectors them-
selves are the next big frontier
for innovation," Sinha said,
urging students to under-

stand their own fields, farm-
ers, climate and local prob-
lems and customise solutions
accordingly.

The newly inaugurated
facilities include the Unnati
Girls Hostel, Centre for AI
and ML in Agriculture, Cen-
tre for Mushroom Research
and Innovation, Advanced
Sericulture Laboratory and
Centre for Digital Media and
Publication.

Describing the facilities
as more than physical infra-
structure, Sinha said they
represented a P> P11

B 26/11 Terror Attacks

Cops turn to MHA to serve
notice against Hafiz Saeed

MUMBALI: The Mumbai Po-
lice have approached the
Union Home Ministry to serve
the court proclamation orders
via Interpol against six ab-
sconding accused, including
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
founders Hafiz Saeed and
Zaki-ur-Rehman Lakhvi, set-
ting the stage to try them in ab-
sentia for their role in the 26/11
terror attacks.

The police, represented by
special public prosecutor
Ujjwal Nikam, submitted on
Friday an interim report on the
proclamation order issued in
July this year against the ab-
sconding accused for initiating
the process for trial in absen-
tia. "We have written to the

“MEA reasserts J&K,
Ladakh as "integral
and indivisible"
parts of India after
Islamabad's protest

Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) for taking necessary
steps in serving the proclama-
tion order, through Interpol,
against the accused residing in
Pakistan," Nikam told the spe-
cial court hearing terror cases.

"On August 3, the MHA _
had acknowledged our re- overUs envoy Ser
quest, and sought time for fil- gio Gor calling the
ing a status of the same," he " .
said. UT "part of India

Section 356 of the

NEW DELHI: India on Friday
took pot shot at Pakistan for sum-
moning the top US diplomat in Is-
lamabad over comments by US
Ambassador to New Delhi Sergio
Gor affirming that Jammu and
Kashmir is an integral part of In-
dia. "I see no reason to comment

Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita (BNSS), 2023, man-
dates full criminal trials in ab-
sentia for proclaimed offend-
ers, who have absconded to
evade trial and where there is
no immediate prospect of ar-
rest. The court P> P11

J&K indivisible part of India: MEA on
Pak's protest over US Envoy remarks

on Pakistan's frustration," Exter-
nal Affairs Ministry spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal.

Gor, during his visit to
Jammu and Kashmir, said on
Wednesday that the Union terri-
toryis animportant part of India.

Hours after his remarks, Pak- "Pakistan P> P11

istan's Foreign Office summoned
the US Charge d'Affaires in Islam-
abad and lodged a "strong de-
marche" over the comments made
by Gor, who is also the Trump ad-
ministration's Special Envoy to
South and Central Asia.

Demographicimbalance's impact
on harmony, youth protests: RSS

VISAKHAPATNAM: The demo-
graphic imbalance in some regions
and its impact on harmony, the recent
youth protests, and related systemic
failures were among the issues dis-
cussed during the three-day RSS coor-
dination meeting here, a senior Sangh
leader said on Friday.

Briefing reporters about the Akhil
Bharatiya Samanvay Baithak that con-
cluded here, Saffron outfit leader C R
Mukunda said the Jantar Mantar
protests reflect "failures" in the sys-
tem. It cannot be seen merely as an is-
sue of corruption and the government
must take steps to address these gaps.

Office-bearers and workers of 32
Sangh-affiliated organisations partic-
ipated in the coordination meeting,
which concluded on August 21.

On demographic changes, he said

certain communities were witnessing a
massive increase in their population
while others were decreasing and this
imbalance has been debated.

"The all-India coordination meet-
ing held wide-ranging discussions on
demographic imbalance, drug abuse,
youth concerns, systemic shortcom-
ings and the need for constructive ef-
forts by government and society,"
Mukunda said.

"Demographic change is happen-
ing. As we all know, all over the globe,
this is a very challenging thing. There
are many countries which are going
through an aging population chal-
lenge," he said.

However, he noted that India is
currently endowed with the world’s
largest youth population while its entire
population is also the largest P> P11

Omar inaugurates Waste to Wonder garden

CM backs Rahul Gandhi's role
in holding Govt accountable
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NEW DELHI: The 14th BRICS

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kash-
mir Chief Minister Omar Abdul-
lah on Friday inaugurated a
"Waste to Wonder' flower garden
near Polo View in Srinagar, high-
lighting the need to repurpose dis-
carded items and preserve green
spaces amid rapid urban expan-

sion.

Speaking at the inauguration,
the chief minister said the initia-
tive demonstrates how waste ma-
terials can be creatively reused to

enhance public spaces.

"If you walk around and look
here, you will see very peculiar
items which you could not have
imagined would be used in a park;

somewhere a tractor, a scooter, an
old Jeep, an Ambassador car, and
even an old refrigerator has been
used where plants have been

dullah said.

the Department of > P11

grown inside it to decorate it," Ab-

He said the core message from

Science, Technology and Innova-
tion (STI) Ministerial Meeting be-
gan here with an inaugural address
by Union Minister of State (Inde-
pendent Charge) for Science and
Technology and Earth Sciences and
MoS PMO, Personnel, Public
Grievances, Pensions, Atomic En-
ergy and Space, Dr. Jitendra Singh,
who defined India’s growing global
outreach in science, technology and
innovation under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
Welcoming the delegations
from BRICS member countries, Dr.
Jitendra Singh said India has cho-
sen “Building for Resilience, Inno-
vation, Cooperation and Sustain-
ability” as the theme of its BRICS
Presidency in 2026. The theme re-

flects the shared conviction that sci-
ence, technology and innovation
must serve humanity by enhancing
resilience, driving inclusive growth,
promoting sustainable develop-

[l BRICS Science Ministerial Meet

India eyes bigger global role in
science, innovation: Dr Jitendra

ment and fostering equitable part-
nerships among nations.

Dr. Jitendra Singh said the
world is undergoing rapid transfor-
mation driven by emerging P> P11

FIR filed
onpellet
gunvictim's
complaint

NEW DELHI: Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi on Fri-
day staged a dramatic six-
hour dharna at the Parlia-
ment Street police station
here demanding an FIR over
pelletinjuries to a youth dur-
ing the July 20 protest and
ended it only after police reg-
istered the complaint.

Gandhi raised the pitch
on the issue after 19-year-old
Sahil Lochab claimed that the
police was refusing to register
an FIR on his complaint de-
spite him suffering pellet
wounds including damage to
his eye.

Soon after the police reg-
istered the FIR late P> P11

Community solidarity ‘vital’ to

remove terror, drugs, graft: LG
Sinha lays foundat|on of Amnteshwar Sarovar
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JAMMU: Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha on Friday laid the
foundation stone of the Amritesh-
war Sarovar under the Jan Sanchay
Jan Bhagidari initiative at Dharpur,
Sunderbani, in Rajouri district.
During his visit, the Lieutenant
Governor paid obeisance at the Shri
Amriteshwar Shiv Temple, and
prayed for the peace, prosperity,

and well-being of one and all.

Addressing a public gathering,
the Lieutenant Governor com-
mended the local community and
the Shri Amriteshwar Shiv Mandir
Vikas Samiti for their collective ef-
forts in establishing and developing

the sacred site.

The Lieutenant Governor high-
lighted the vital role of community
solidarity in eliminating terrorism,
substance abuse and corruption,
while driving economic develop-

UT of Jammu Kashmir.

ment and a spiritual renaissance in

“India is going through a great
spiritual revival. This cultural wave
is felt across Jammup> P11
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