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KATRA/JAMMU: With 
the objective of spreading 
awareness among the pub-
lic about the glory, pres-
ervation, and promotion 
of the Sanskrit language, 
while also sensitizing so-
ciety to the serious social 
evil of drug abuse, the Shri 
Kailakh Jyotish avim Vedic 
Sansthan Trust, Jammu & 
Kashmir, organized a grand 
Sanskrit Shobha Yatra and 
anti-drug awareness rally in 
Katra on Thursday as part 
of Sanskrit Month celebra-
tions. 

The event conveyed a 
positive and inspiring mes-
sage through the combined 
themes of the glory of San-
skrit and the resolve to 
build a “Drug-Free Society.”

The Shobha Yatra com-
menced from Fawara 
Chowk, Katra, and passed 
through various prominent 
routes of the town before 
concluding at the Shri Mata 
Vaishno Devi Spiritual De-
velopment Centre, Katra. 

During the yatra, mes-
sages were conveyed re-
garding the preservation 
and promotion of the San-

skrit language, while youth 
and people from all sections 
of society were encouraged 
to stay away from drugs and 
adopt a healthy, cultured, 
disciplined, and positive 
way of life. A special lec-
ture was also organized at 
the conclusion of the pro-
gramme. Deputy Inspector 
General (DIG) Shiv Kumar 
Sharma, who attended the 
event as the chief guest, de-
scribed Sanskrit as a foun-
dational language of India’s 

rich cultural, spiritual, and 
intellectual heritage. 

He said that Sanskrit is 
an invaluable legacy of In-
dian civilization. He called 
upon the youth to stay away 
from drugs and embrace 
positive thinking, disci-
pline, and Indian values. He 
said that young people have 
the most important role 
to play in building a drug-
free society and that such 
awareness programmes 
can play a significant role 

in bringing about positive 
social change.

SP Kameshwar Puri said 
that Sanskrit is a power-
ful medium for connecting 
with India’s ancient knowl-
edge tradition and cultural 
heritage. He stated that the 
fight against drug abuse is 
not the responsibility of the 
administration alone, but a 
collective responsibility of 
every section of society. 

He appealed to the 
youth to stay away from 

drugs and move forward in 
the direction of education, 
values, discipline, and na-
tion-building.

Mahant Rohit Shas-
tri, President of the Shri 
Kailakh Jyotish avim Vedic 
Sansthan Trust and a recip-
ient of the State Award, said 
that Sanskrit is not merely 
an ancient language but the 
foundation of Indian cul-
ture, knowledge, spiritual 
consciousness, and values. 

He said that the Shobha 

Yatra organized as part of 
Sanskrit Month served as 
an effective medium for 
connecting the youth with 
India’s glorious culture and 
heritage while also creating 
public awareness against 
drug abuse.

Mahant Rohit Shastri 
further said that, in the 
present era, protecting 
young people from social 
evils such as drug abuse 
and connecting them with 
Indian culture and values 
is a collective responsibili-
ty. With this objective, the 
Shobha Yatra prominent-
ly conveyed the powerful 
message of a “Drug-Free 
Society” alongside the pro-
motion and celebration of 
Sanskrit.

He expressed his grat-
itude to all the social and 
religious organizations, ed-
ucationists, youth, and local 
residents who contributed 
to the success of the pro-
gramme. 

He said that the cam-
paign for the preservation 
and promotion of Sanskrit, 
as well as the movement 
against drug abuse, would 
be taken forward on an even 
broader scale in the future.

Sanskrit Month: Grand Sanskrit Shobha 
Yatra, anti-drug awareness rally organised 

Anil Bhardwaj appointed 
J&K President of UVSM 
JAMMU: Anil Bhardwaj 
has been appointed State 
President of the Jammu and 
Kashmir unit of the Akh-
il Bhartiya Udyog Vyapar 
Suraksha Manch, according 
to a communication issued 
by the organisation’s national 
leadership.

The appointment was 
announced in a letter dated 
August 17 and signed by 
National President Gopal 
Sharan Garg and National General Secretary Surendra 
Chaudhary.

The organisation cited Bhardwaj’s involvement in 
social service, business and social activities, along with 
his commitment to the organisation and the interests of 
the business community, while entrusting him with the 
responsibility of heading its J&K unit.

The national leadership said the organisation works 
for the interests of small, medium and large traders as 
well as micro, small and medium enterprises, and seeks 
to raise issues concerning the business community be-
fore the government and concerned departments.

In the appointment communication, the organisation 
expressed confidence that Bhardwaj would work in ac-
cordance with its constitution, objectives and principles 
and contribute towards protecting traders’ interests, 
strengthening the organisation and expanding its activi-
ties in the region.

Bhardwaj has also been urged to uphold the dignity 
and discipline of the organisation and discharge his 
responsibilities with dedication, honesty and commit-
ment, while giving due importance to national, social 
and business interests.

The national office-bearers conveyed their best 
wishes to Bhardwaj for his tenure as State President of 
the J&K unit.
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JAMMU: The Indian Institute 
of Management Jammu is set 
to mark a significant milestone 
as it celebrates its 10th Anni-
versary on 22 August 2026 at 
Mandapam, IIM Jammu. 

The day-long celebration 
will commemorate a decade of 
academic excellence, institu-
tional growth, innovation, re-
search, industry engagement 
and societal impact, while 
setting the vision for the Insti-
tute’s next decade.

The roadmap for the cele-
brations and the future plans 
of IIM Jammu were shared 
during a Press Conference 
held on 20 August 2026 at 
IIM Jammu, presided over by 
Prof. B. S. Sahay, Director, IIM 
Jammu. 

The Press Conference re-
flected not only on the In-
stitute’s remarkable journey 
since its establishment in 
2016, but also outlined its as-
pirations and priorities for the 
years ahead.

The Press Conference was 
graced by Prof. Shakti Ku-
mar Gupta, Honorary Distin-
guished Professor; Prof. Jabir 

Ali, Dean, Faculty & Research; 
Prof. Nitin Upadhyay, Dean 
Academics; and Prof. (Dr.) Lt. 
Gen. (Retd.) Sunil Kant, Chair-
person, MBA (Healthcare), 
IIM Jammu and Shri Shailesh 
K Lohiya, Librarian, IIM Jam-
mu. The Inaugural Ceremony 
will be graced by Shri Manoj 
Sinha Ji, Hon’ble Lieutenant 
Governor of Jammu and Kash-
mir, as the Chief Guest. The 
programme will commence 
with the ceremonial lighting of 
the lamp and Saraswati Van-
dana, followed by the felicita-
tion of distinguished guests. 
Prof. B. S. Sahay, Director, IIM 
Jammu, will deliver the Wel-
come Address, followed by an 
address by Shri Sriram Dan-
dekar Ji, Former Chairman, 
Board of Governors, IIM Jam-
mu, and the Presidential Ad-
dress by Padma Shri Dr. Mil-
ind Kamble, Chairman, Board 
of Governors, IIM Jammu.

A major highlight of the in-
augural ceremony will be the 
release of Coffee Table Books 
documenting significant mile-
stones and achievements of 
IIM Jammu’s ten-year journey 
by the Chief Guest, Shri Manoj 
Sinha. 

The Valedictory Address 
will be delivered by Kavinder 
Gupta, Governor of Himachal 
Pradesh, who will grace the oc-
casion as the Chief Guest.  Ju-
gal Kishore Sharma, Member 
of Parliament, will grace the 
occasion as the Guest of Hon-
our. Looking towards the next 
decade, IIM Jammu aims to 
further strengthen its position 
as a leading B-school globally, 
with greater emphasis on re-
search excellence, innovation, 
technology-enabled learning, 
industry and international col-
laborations, interdisciplinary 
education, entrepreneurship, 
leadership development and 
impactful engagement with 
society. 

Looking ahead, IIM Jam-
mu’s vision for the next de-
cade is closely aligned with 
the national aspiration of 
building a Viksit Bharat @ 
2047. The Institute aims to 
strengthen its contribution to 
nation-building through ex-
cellence in management edu-
cation, cutting-edge research, 
innovation, entrepreneurship, 
leadership development and 
meaningful industry–aca-
demia collaboration.  
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DODA:  Six trained MAI-
TRIs (Multi-Purpose Arti-
ficial Insemination Techni-
cians) under the Rashtriya 
Gokul Mission (RGM) were 
provided with Artificial In-
semination (AI) kits and oth-
er essential equipment at the 
Office of the Chief Animal 
Husbandry Officer (CAHO), 
Doda.

The programme was 
graced by Deputy Director, 
Central Animal Husband-
ry Department Jammu Dr. 
Adris Ahmed Malik as the 
Chief Guest in the presence of 
Chief Animal Husbandry Of-
ficer Doda Dr. Irfan Ali Wani.

During the programme, 
all six trained MAITRIs were 
provided with AI kits, cryo-
cans, diplomas, marks cards, 
identity cards and other es-
sential materials required for 
providing Artificial Insemi-
nation services in the field. 
The MAITRIs completed 
their specialized training at 
Bathinda, Punjab and are 
now equipped to deliver AI 
services in their respective 
areas.

The deployment of trained 
MAITRIs at the grassroots 
level is expected to signifi-
cantly strengthen doorstep 
livestock breeding services, 
particularly in far-flung and 
remote areas where livestock 
farmers often face difficulties 
in accessing timely Artifi-
cial Insemination facilities. 
Their availability within local 
communities will facilitate 

prompt and accessible breed-
ing services for livestock own-
ers and contribute towards 
improving the productivity 
and quality of the local live-
stock sector.

The initiative will also 
create opportunities for 
self-employment and live-
lihood generation for the 
trained MAITRIs, enabling 
them to utilize their technical 
expertise while contributing 
to livestock development in 
their respective communi-
ties. By bringing scientific 
breeding services closer to 
farmers, the MAITRIs will 
play an important role in 
enhancing livestock produc-
tivity and strengthening the 
economic well-being of rural 
households. The officers ap-
preciated the efforts of the 
trained MAITRIs and encour-
aged them to discharge their 
responsibilities with dedica-
tion, sincerity and profession-
alism, keeping the interests of 
livestock farmers at the fore-
front.

The programme highlight-
ed the Department’s contin-
ued efforts towards expand-
ing quality livestock breeding 
services in rural and remote 
areas. The trained MAITRIs 
were encouraged to make ef-
fective use of their skills and 
equipment and extend timely 
AI services to livestock own-
ers, thereby supporting im-
proved animal productivity, 
strengthening the rural live-
stock economy and contribut-
ing to the overall objectives of 
the Rashtriya Gokul Mission.

DC Rajouri reviews progress of PMGSY 
Roads in Darhal, subdivision Thanamandi
RAJOURI: Deputy Commissioner 
Rajouri Abhishek Sharma Thursday 
chaired a meeting to review the status 
and progress of PMGSY road projects in 
Darhal, subdivision Thanamandi.

The meeting was attended by ADDC 
Malikzada Sheraz Ul Haq, CPO Ma-
qsood Ahmed, SDM Abid Hussain Shah, 
DFO Mohd Naveed, Executive Engineer 
PMGSY Shahid Mustafa, AEE PMGSY 
Ahtjaz Shafeeq Choudhary and other 
concerned officers. During the meet-
ing, the status of eight PMGSY roads in 
Darhal, subdivision Thanamandi was 
reviewed in detail.

It was informed that work on six 
roads is presently in progress, while 
two roads are awaiting requisite forest 
clearance.

The Deputy Commissioner directed 
the concerned officers to ensure close 
coordination and timely resolution of 
issues affecting the execution of the 
projects. He directed the DFO concerned 
to fast-track the forest clearance process 
for the two pending roads to facilitate 
commencement of work at the earliest.

The DC also directed the executing 
agencies to expedite the pace of work 
on all ongoing projects and ensure their 
timely completion while maintaining the 
prescribed quality standards. He em-
phasized that all concerned departments 
must work in close coordination to re-
move bottlenecks and ensure improved 
road connectivity.
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BANIHAL: In a major step 
towards improving elec-
tricity supply in the Bani-
hal-Gool constituency, MLA 
Banihal Sajjad Shaheen 
today inaugurated the aug-
mented Receiving Station 
at Banihal constructed at an 
estimated cost of 1.25 Crore 
u Der UT Capex. 

The capacity of the Re-
ceiving Station has been 
enhanced from 6.3 MVA to 
10.6 MVA. Shaheen said the 
augmentation will provide 
much-needed additional 
capacity and help reduce 
the overloading of the sta-
tion, particularly during the 
winter months when power 
demand increases consider-
ably.

Shaheen said that the 
focus is not limited to Bani-
hal alone and that a broader 
plan is being implemented 
to strengthen the power 
network across the constit-
uency.

He informed that the 
Receiving Station at San-
galdan has already been 
augmented from 3.15 MVA 
to 6.3 MVA, while the aug-
mentation of the Khari Re-
ceiving Station from 3.15 
MVA to 6.3 MVA is current-
ly in progress and will be 
completed shortly.

He further said that an 
additional 50 MVA trans-
former at Grid Station 
Tethar is also being in-
stalled shortly, which will 
further increase the capac-
ity and reliability of the 
power supply network in 
the area.

“People have been facing 
the problem of overloaded 
receiving stations for a long 
time. We are working to 
address this issue in a sys-
tematic manner so that the 
power infrastructure keeps 
pace with the growing re-
quirements of our people,” 
Shaheen said.

He said that new Re-
ceiving Stations at Chamal-

was, Neel, Kaskoot and 
Kawna are also planned to 
strengthen the distribution 
network in these areas. The 
new infrastructure, he add-
ed, will particularly help in 
reducing power disruptions 
caused by the snapping 
of long transmission lines 
during heavy snowfall and 
harsh winter weather.

Shaheen said the com-
bined impact of these proj-
ects would significantly 
improve the power scenar-
io across the Banihal-Gool 
constituency and provide 
people with a more stable 
and reliable electricity sup-
ply. The MLA expressed 
his gratitude to Chief Min-
ister Omar Abdullah for 
his continued support to 
the development initiatives 
being undertaken in Bani-
hal. He said that the Chief 
Minister’s support has been 
instrumental in taking for-
ward important infrastruc-
ture projects in the constit-
uency.

IIM Jammu to celebrate 10 years of excellence, 
innovation and impact on Aug 22, 2026 

Power Infra gets major boost; Receiving Stations 
being strengthened to ease overloading: Shaheen
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Six MAITRIs provided AI 
Kits, essential equipment under 
Rashtriya Gokul Mission


