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Life isn't about
getting and hav-

ing, it's about
giving and being. 

–Kevin Kruse

200 operatives 
of ISI-backed 
terror group 
arrested: Shah 
NEW DELHI: Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on Mon-
day said that over 200 opera-
tives of the ISI-backed terror
group, Shahzad Bhatti Net-
work, were arrested ahead of
Independence Day, thwart-
ing plans of the group to
launch subversive attacks.

He said coordinated op-
erations were held across dif-
ferent locations in 14 states,
reflecting the country's zero
tolerance towards terrorism.

Substantial recoveries,
including IEDs, grenades
bearing Pakistan Ordnance
Factory markings, pistols,
live cartridges, and CCTV
cameras used for espionage,
were made from the ISI-
funded group, he said.

In a message on 'X', the
Home Minister said, "Modi
government destroyed the
ISI-backed terror group
Shahzad Bhatti uP11

Shri Budha Amarnathji Yatra commences 
amid tight security, LG flags off 1st batch
g Sinha visits Shri Ramakrishna Mahasammelan Ashram in Anantnag
n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU/SRINAGAR: The
annual pilgrimage to the an-
cient Shri Budha Amarnathji
shrine in Poonch district
commenced on Monday,
with Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha flagging off the
first batch of pilgrims from
Jammu amid religious fer-
vour and tight security
arrangements.

After performing a Pooja,
Sinha flagged off the pilgrims
from Bhagwati Nagar Yatri
Niwas around 6.30 am for the
230-km journey to Poonch,
officials said.

The 12-day Yatra to the
Shri Baba Budha Amarnathji
temple in Rajpura, Mandi
tehsil, will continue until Au-
gust 28 and culminate on
Raksha Bandhan.

"Blessed to flag off the sa-
cred Shri Budha Amarnath Ji
yatra today. This divine pil-
grimage is a transformative

experience for devotees", the
LG said on X.

He further said, "Praying
to Lord Shiva for a smooth,

safe, and spiritually fulfilling
journey for all pilgrims arriv-
ing from every corner of the
country. May Mahadev bless

every step of your sacred ya-
tra. Har Har Mahadev!"

The pilgrim convoys will
travel under police escort,
with additional central armed
police forces deployed along
the Jammu-Rajouri-Poonch
route, they said.

Multi-tier security and
surveillance have been put in
place across Rajouri and
Poonch, while special opera-
tions group personnel are
conducting search and verifi-
cation operations at several
locations, including lodging
sites such as Dashnami
Akhara, officials said.

Security forces have also
been deployed along the
Jammu-Rajouri-Poonch
highway, with search opera-
tions conducted at various lo-
cations as part of the security
arrangements.

Sinha, who attended the
inaugural function on Sun-
day, said the yatra was "not
merely a physical uP11

PM applauds newly-appointed office bearers

Ram Madhav, Smriti Irani 
in BJP's new national team

NEW DELHI: The BJP on
Monday overhauled its na-
tional team under party pres-
ident Nitin Nabin, bringing in
many new faces and some
prominent leaders like for-
mer Union minister Smriti
Irani as general secretary and
former RSS functionary Ram
Madhav as vice president.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi also congratulated the
newly-appointed national of-
fice bearers of the BJP and
said the team brings together
organisational experience,
energy and grassroots con-
nect. The party, which said it

has maintained the right bal-
ance between youth and ex-
perience, retained a few vet-
erans including former chief
minister of Rajasthan Va-
sundhara Raje Scindia, who
was named one of its 13 vice-
presidents.

Out of the total 65 names
of office bearers announced
on Monday, 51 are new. Six
are below 40 years, 15 are in
the 40-49 years age group,
and 21 are in the 50-59 years
age group. The office bearers
also include 10 women and
six leaders from minority
communities, party sources

said. They stressed that the
revamp was done keeping in
mind the BJP's preparations
for the assembly polls up to
2029 and the next general
elections.

Union Minister Piyush
Goyal has been named na-
tional treasurer. Incidentally,
his father Ved Prakash Goyal,
who served as a Union minis-
ter in the Atal Bihari Vajpayee
government, had also served
as the party's national treas-
urer for a long time.

Goyal is the only Union
minister who has been
brought into the uP11

“ Out of 65 names,
51 are new; 6 are
below 40 years,
15 are in 40-49
years age group;
21 are in the 50-
59 years age
group; and 10
women office
bearers 

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court on Monday asked the
Jammu and Kashmir adminis-
tration to pay compensation
and rentals to one of the de-
scendants of farmers whose
land was forcibly taken more
than 73 years ago for setting
up a police station at Kangan
in Ganderbal without any ac-
quisition proceedings.

Land measuring seven
kanals and 18 marlas at Kan-
gan was forcibly taken over for
constructing a police station
way back in 1953 without ac-
quiring it and without paying
the compensation.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice Surya Kant and Jus-
tices Joymalya Bagchi and V
Mohana took note of the plea

of one Abdul Rashid Wani
who approached the top court
through lawyer Mahfooz Ah-
san Nazki to challenge the
Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh High Court’s 2022 de-
cision.

The high court had dis-
missed a writ petition seeking
possession of land taken over
for a police station in Gander-
bal district in 1953, holding
that the claim suffered from
gross and unexplained delay
of 68 years.

On Monday, the top court
considered the fervent pleas
of Wani that though there was
a delay, he should not suffer
on account of state action
which was illegal.

The apex court uP11

SC asks J&K admin to 
compensate for land 
forcibly taken in 1953 

Police enquire 
into complaint 
against Gandhis 
NEW DELHI: Delhi Po-
lice on Monday said it was
enquiring into a complaint
alleging an incident during
the singing of 'Vande
Mataram' at the Independ-
ence Day function held at
the Congress headquarters
here on August 15.

The complaint was
filed at the IP Estate Police
Station on August 16 by an
advocate, seeking registra-
tion of an FIR against Con-
gress leaders Sonia Gandhi
and Rahul Gandhi.

"The complaint re-
garding the alleged inci-
dent during the singing of
Vande Mataram at the In-
dependence Day function
held at AICC uP11

Pension reforms to design admin 
system more efficient: Dr Jitendra

NEW DELHI: Union Min-
ister Jitendra Singh on Mon-
day said the government's
pension reforms are aimed
not only at providing ease of
living to pensioners but also
at making the administrative
system more efficient.

Addressing the 9th Na-

tional ANUBHAV Awards
Ceremony-2026 and the
60th Pre-Retirement Coun-
selling Workshop at Vigyan
Bhawan here, he said tech-
nology-driven pension serv-
ice delivery has brought
greater efficiency, while sav-
ing significant manpower and

financial resources.
Singh, the Minister of

State for Personnel, said re-
tiring employees are a na-
tional asset and called for
continued use of technology
and feedback from pension-
ers to make the pension sys-
tem simpler, more responsive
and aligned with changing so-
cial requirements.

He said the pension re-
forms were aimed not only at
providing ease of living to
pensioners but also at making
the entire administrative sys-
tem more efficient, according
to a Personnel Ministry state-
ment.

Singh said the govern-
ment has continued to sim-
plify pension procedures in
response to changing admin-
istrative and social uP11

n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: Army's Northern
Commander Lt Gen Pratik
Sharma on Monday visited
forward areas along the Line
of Control in the Poonch dis-
trict, underscoring the need
for continued vigilance and
adopting innovative ap-
proaches to address emerg-
ing security challenges.

The General Officer
Commanding-in-Chief re-
viewed the operational pre-
paredness of the formations
and also interacted with the
troops guarding the borders,
the Army said.

"Lt Gen Sharma visited
forward locations in Poonch
and reviewed the operational
preparedness of the forma-
tion. During the visit, he was
briefed on the prevailing se-

curity situation, operational
readiness and the challenges
of deployment in the rugged
terrain," the Army's Udham-
pur-based Northern Com-
mand said in a post on X.

The Army said the
Northern Commander inter-
acted with troops serving in
forward areas and appreci-
ated their resilience in main-
taining mission-readiness
despite the demanding ter-
rain and weather conditions.
He emphasised the need to
remain vigilant and foster
synergy.

Meanwhile, in another
post, the northern command
said students of the Higher
Defence Management course
visited the command head-
quarters at Udhampur. "The
scholar-warriors were
briefed on the uP11

Army Cmdr visits forward 
areas along LoC in Poonch

n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah on Monday said
people will take time to get
used to singing the national
song as it has been added to
official functions only this
year.

Commenting on the con-
troversy surrounding Con-
gress leaders' alleged disre-
spect to Vande Mataram,
Abdullah said there should be
no controversy as all verses of
the national song were sung.

"Congress also gave a clar-
ification from its side. It said,
look at the video, all three
verses of Vande Mataram

were sung there. So what is the
controversy here? They were
sung. It will take us a little time
to get used to it. This is the first
time that this has been in-
cluded. We are also adjusting a
little bit," Abdullah told re-
porters here.

A complaint filed with the
Delhi Police recently sought
registration of an FIR against
Congress leaders Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi for
alleged obstruction when
Vande Mataram was being
sung during the party's Inde-
pendence Day function at its
headquarters in Delhi.

The Congress has asserted
that there was no attempt to
stop the singing of the full ver-

sion, while maintaining that in
1937, a meeting of the Con-
gress Working Committee in
Kolkata decided that the ini-
tial stanzas of Vande Mataram
would be sung at the Congress
sessions.

Abdullah said Independ-
ence Day parade on Saturday
was the eighth he had at-
tended as the chief minister,
but the national song was
played for the first time.

"This was my eighth Inde-
pendence Day parade, but it
was for the first time Vande
Mataram was included in it. It
took me some time to under-
stand that first I will stand up,
Vande Mataram will play,
then I will unfurl the uP11

Omar: People may take time to 
adjust to singing national song 

CBI detains 
Sub-Inspector
in bribery case
JAMMU: The Central Bu-
reau of Investigation (CBI)
has arrested a Sub-Inspec-
tor of the Jammu and Kash-
mir Police in connection
with a bribery case here, of-
ficials said on Monday.

"The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has ar-
rested a Sub-Inspector of
Police Station Janipur in
Jammu, identified as SI
Danish Habib, a 2024-
batch officer, in a bribery
case," the CBI statement
said.

The CBI said the ac-
cused allegedly demanded a
bribe of Rs 20,000 from a
complainant for not uP11

BJP mounts massive attack on NC 
Govt, slams it for ‘false promises’ 
LoP Sunil accuses Govt for large-scale corruption
n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: Hundreds of BJP
workers, led by Jammu and
Kashmir party president Sat
Sharma, took to the streets
here on Monday to protest
against the National Confer-
ence-led government, accus-
ing it of failing to fulfil its
election promises and ad-
dress unemployment and de-
velopment issues.

Carrying placards and
party flags, the BJP activists
gathered at Dogra Chowk,
Maheshpura, and Panjtirthi
before marching separately
toward the Civil Secretariat

via Shalimar Road under the
leadership of Sharma, Mem-
ber of Parliament Jugal
Kishore Sharma, and Leader
of Opposition in the J-K As-
sembly Sunil Sharma, raising
slogans against the NC-Con-
gress alliance.

Several senior party lead-
ers demanded the resigna-
tion of Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah, alleging large-scale
corruption and complete fail-
ure of governance.

Protesters also set ablaze
effigies of the NC-Congress
government, while police and
paramilitary personnel were
deployed in large uP11

J&K Bank teams up with HDFC Life 
We believe greater choice, creates 
greater values: Amitava Chatterjee

LG Sinha bats for dialogue at 
interfaith event in Pulwama
n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: The Lieutenant
Governor, Shri Manoj Sinha today
attended the Mulaqat programme
in Pulwama, an initiative of Save
Youth, Save Future Foundation,
dedicated to fostering interfaith di-
alogue, harmony, and the preser-
vation of India’s shared heritage.

In his address, the Lieutenant
Governor emphasized that dia-
logue is not merely an exchange of
words but a bridge between hearts,
a means of nurturing trust and a
path to peace and prosperity.

Quoting ancient wisdom from
the Rig Veda- “Sangachchhad-
hwam Samvadadhwam, Sam Vo
Manamsi Janatam”, the Lieu-
tenant Governor reminded the
gathering that walking together,

conversing together and making
space for one another in our hearts
is the essence of India’s civiliza-
tional ethos. He noted that diver-
sity is not a weakness but the na-
tion’s greatest strength, a heritage

safeguarded through mutual trust
and respect. Mutual trust and re-
spect to all faiths and beliefs was
an integral part of our way of life.
The civilisation of our beloved
Bharat gave us a profoundly beau-
tiful message 6,000 years ago to
walk together, converse together
and make space for one another in
our hearts,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor said
that India’s soil has, for centuries,
welcomed faiths, cultures, and tra-
ditions from across the world,
weaving them into the fabric of the
country. He highlighted that this
confluence of traditions is visible
today in the philosophy of Vasud-
haiva Kutumbakam-the world is
one family-and in the ethos of
Kashmiriyat, which teaches that
true identity lies in uP11

4 years on run, 
‘Narco-Terror’  
operative held
SRINAGAR: The State In-
vestigation Agency (SIA)
Kashmir on Monday said it
has arrested an absconding
narco-terror operative in the
Jammu region.

Manoj Kumar Bhat alias
Pintu was arrested during a
special operation.

A spokesperson of the
agency claimed that the ar-
rest marks an important de-
velopment in the investiga-
tion of a wider narco-terror
conspiracy allegedly backed
by Pakistan or Pakistan-oc-
cupied-Kashmir-based oper-
atives of Hizbul Mujahideen.

"SIA Kashmir has uP11

n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: Reinforcing its cus-
tomer-centric approach to expand
access to financial protection, J&K
Bank has entered into a Corporate
Agency Agreement (CAA) with
HDFC Life - one of India’s leading
life insurance companies. The
strategic partnership will enable
the Bank’s customers to access
HDFC Life’s comprehensive suite
of products designed for various
life stages, ranging from Protec-
tion, Savings and Investment, Re-
tirement Planning, etc. 

The partnership was formally
announced in the presence of the
Bank’s MD & CEO Amitava Chat-
terjee, HDFC Life’s MD & CEO

Vibha Padalkar, Executive Direc-
tor & Chief Business Officer Vineet
Arora, Chief Operating Officer
Sameer Yogishwar, Chief Bancas-
surance Officer Lavneesh Gupta,

Group Head – Strategic & Key Al-
liances Anita Peshkar, SVP Ban-
cassurance Subrata Biswas and VP
Strategic Alliances Rohit Khatri.
The Bank’s Executive uP11


