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JAMMU: In the wake of 
devastating rains and flash 
floods that left Jammu city 
grappling with destruction 
and displacement over the 
last few days, the empathic 
people of the city of tem-
ples braved the perils and 
stepped forward to provide 
solace and sustenance to 
those caught in the fury of 
nature.
Jammu district adminis-
tration, in close coordina-
tion with the Maharaja Gu-
lab Singh Brigade (MGSB) 
reached out to people 
across the city, and distrib-
uted essentials, including 
clean water and food to 

the needy, Wednesday eve-
ning.  
The reachout which com-
menced early Wednes-
day evening and was go-
ing on till past midnight, 
witnessed relief material 
being distributed among 
stranded rail passengers, 
survivors relocated to saf-

er shelters, and residents 
whose lives were upended 
by the natural calamity.
The joint relief effort was 
led by the Tehsildar and 
Naib Tehsildar Jammu, 
along with Shivang Satya 
Gupta, Chairman of MGSB, 
who along with President 
Rajay Singh Jamwal and 

other members of the Bri-
gade visited the hardest-hit 
areas including Gujjar 
Nagar, Peer Kho, and 
Bhagwati Nagar Yatri Ni-
was across the Jammu city.
The distribution of essen-
tial supplies was not mere-
ly an act of governance or 
social service; for the suf-

fering people, it 
was a moment of reassur-
ance that they were not 
abandoned in this hour of 
need.
For stranded railway pas-
sengers who had been 
waiting helplessly for as-
sistance, the arrival of re-
lief was nothing short of 

a blessing. Moreover, the 
survivors who were relo-
cated to safer shelters were 
given food, and other es-
sentials to meet over the 
immediate crisis.
The residents in flooded 
neighborhoods, who had 
watched their homes and 
belongings                 4P11

District admn, Maharaja Gulab Singh Brigade provide 
relief to rain-hit people, stranded passengers, survivors 
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JAMMU: Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha on 
Wednesday reviewed res-
cue and relief operations 
in flood-hit areas of Jam-
mu region and directed of-
ficials to take every possi-
ble measure to ensure that 
people staying in low-lying 
flood-affected areas are 
safely evacuated.
The Lieutenant Governor 
lauded the efforts of the 
Army, Air Force, National 
Disaster Response Force 
(NDRF), Central Armed 
Police Forces (CAPFs), 
district administration, 
police and State Disaster 

Response Force (SDRF) 
for minimising the loss of 
precious lives by swiftly 
evacuating people to safe 

locations.
Sinha chaired a high-level 
meeting to review the res-
cue and relief operations 

and the preparedness 
of the Union Territory’s 
administration and con-
cerned central agencies, 

including the Army, Air 
Force, NDRF and CAPFs, 
to deal with the situation 
arising                        4P11
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JAMMU: Chief Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah on 
Wednesday conducted an 
extensive tour of the Jam-
mu city to assess damages 
and oversee immediate 
relief measures in the 
aftermath of heavy mon-
soon rains and a flood 
situation in the Jammu 
region.
The chief minister, who 
visited the flood-affect-
ed areas in Jammu to 
take stock of the damage 
caused by the floods, as-
sessed the ground situa-
tion and issued directions 
to the administration to 
take all necessary steps to 

safeguard the lives of peo-
ple in vulnerable areas, an 
official spokesperson said.
Divisional Commissioner 
Ramesh Kumar and Dep-
uty Commissioner Rakesh 

Minhas briefed the chief 
minister on ongoing res-
cue operations, function-
ing of temporary shelters, 
supply logistics, and in-
ter-departmental   4P11

NEW DELHI: Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah on 
Wednesday said that two 
major security operations, 
Operation Sindoor and 
Operation Mahadev, have 
sent an unmistakable 
message to the architects 
of terrorism that there will 
be consequences for tar-
geting Indian citizens.
Shah said that while Op-
eration Sindoor “brought 
satisfaction among the 
people”, Operation Ma-
hadev transformed that 
satisfaction into “confi-
dence”.
The home minister said 

this while honouring 12 
members of the Army, 
who successfully carried 
out Operation Mahadev 
and neutralised terrorists 
involved in the Pahalgam 
attack. Four personnel, 

two each from Jammu and 
Kashmir Police and CRPF, 
were also honoured for 
being a part of the opera-
tion. The two operations 
were a direct response to 
a brutal                     4P11
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JAMMU: Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha on 
Wednesday reached out 
to people injured in the 
Vaishno Devi landslide, 
and said it was the result 
of a cloudburst and the pil-
grimage was already sus-
pended when it occurred.
He spoke to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah, 
and briefed them about the 
post-flood situation.
Interacting with reporters, 
Sinha said, “This has been 
a very unfortunate inci-

dent. Around noon yester-
day, a cloudburst occurred 
when the yatra was already 
suspended.
“Due to the cloudburst, 
several people were swept 
away by the waters. Many 

precious lives have been 
lost, and several others 
have been injured,” he said.
Earlier, Jammu and Kash-
mir Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah asked why offi-
cials did not stop pilgrims 

from treading the track 
when there was a warning 
of the calamity.
Sinha, who visited the in-
jured pilgrims at Narayana 
Hospital in Katra, said, “I 
have just met the injured 
persons. Thirteen of them 
are admitted to the hospi-
tal here; they are stable and 
are receiving the best pos-
sible treatment.”
The L-G said many of those 
who died in the landslide 
have already been identi-
fied, and arrangements are 
being made by the admin-
istration and the Shri Mata 
Vaishno Devi            4P11

LG reviews rescue, relief  operations; ensures 
evacuation of  people in flood-affected areas

CM tours flood-affected Jammu, 
reviews relief and recovery Ops

No trade under 
pressure: Bhagwat
NEW DELHI: Mak-
ing a strong pitch for 
self-reliance, RSS chief 
Mohan Bhagwat on 
Wednesday said that 
international trade 
should take place vol-
untarily and not under 
pressure.
Addressing a lecture 
series to mark the cen-
tenary of the Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS), Bhagwat said 
self-reliance was the 
key to all issues and 
stressed the need to 
prioritise indigenous 
(swadeshi) products.
“Being aatmnirbhar 
(self-reliant) does not 
mean stopping im-
ports.                   4P11

Vaishno Devi Yatra was suspended 
before landslide hit track: LG Sinha
Visits injured; Rs 11 lakh ex-gratia announced for victims

HM: Sindoor, Mahadev sent 
strong message to terrorists
AFs must be ready for longer conflicts: DM
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WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?

1984

2022

These two satellite images capturing Roopnagar, Janipur and adjacent areas, as were in 1984 and 2022 depict
the stark contrast between what has changed in last four decades. While in 1984, the areas—which faced
brunt of heavy rains yesterday—had a large number of Nallahs, in 2022, the Nallahs have almost disappeared,
thus obstructing the escape of rain water which later found its way into people’s houses. The question re-
mains, who is responsible: the mother nature, the residents of these areas, or those who were entrusted with
the responsibility of constructing housing colonies, and who chose this area for the same.

Kathua bridge restored, schools closed, 4 people rescued

Rains continue to lash Jammu
for second day, more predicted
Pak informed of Tawi flood alert on humanitarian grounds

n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: Widespread inter-
mittent rains lashed Jammu
for the second straight day on
Monday with weatherman
forecasting downpour during
the next two days, prompting
the government to suspend
work in all schools across the
division.

Many roads in the hilly ar-
eas were blocked by landslides
triggered by rains, while heavy
traffic remained suspended

along Jammu-Panthankot na-
tional highway for most part
of the day, owing to damage to
one tube of a vital bridge.

The affected tube of Sahar
Khad bridge, however, was re-
stored for vehicular traffic
later in the day, after the au-
thorities conducted a pay-load
test by placing 6 dumpers over
it for over four hours.

Authorities have issued
fresh advisories, asking people
to stay away from water bod-
ies and landslide-prone areas

amid the weather forecast pre-
dicted moderate to heavy rain-
fall at many places in Jammu,
Samba, Kathua, Reasi, Ud-
hampur, Rajouri, Ramban,
Doda and Kishtwar districts
with possibility of cloudbursts,
flash floods and landslides in
high altitude areas till August
27.

Mohammed Shafi (60),
his wife Reshma (50), daugh-
ter Parveena (28) and a two-
year-old grandchild were res-
cued after they were caught in a
flash flood in Ravi river near
Shahpur Kandi in Kathua dis-
trict following heavy rainfall in
hilly areas, a police spokesper-
son said.

He said the civilians, hail-
ing from Thein village of
Lakhanpur, were rescued in a
joint operation led by Kathua
Senior Superintendent of Po-
lice Shobhit Saksena.

In view of the damage to a
bridge at Logate Morh on
Jammu-Pathankot highway
due to overflowing of Sahar
Khad nallah, the light motor
vehicle traffic on the highway
was diverted through a uP11

Pen drives 
banned in 
govt offices 
SRINAGAR: To strengthen
cybersecurity, the Jammu
and Kashmir government on
Monday said it has decided to
prohibit the use of pen drives
on official devices at all ad-
ministrative departments in
the civil secretariat and
deputy commissioners' of-
fices across districts.

The use of public messag-
ing platforms such as What-
sApp or unsecured online
services like iLovePDF for
processing, sharing or stor-
ing official or confidential
materials has also been pro-
hibited to uphold data sover-
eignty and prevent security
breaches, a uP11

SC ‘No’ to advance 
Statehood hearing
n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: The Supreme
Court on Monday refused to
advance the date of hearing
on pleas seeking the restora-
tion of statehood to Jammu
and Kashmir, saying the
matter is already listed on
October 10.

On August 14, a bench
headed by Chief Justice B R
Gavai had sought within
eight weeks the Centre's re-
sponse on a separate plea
seeking restoration of state-
hood to the union territory.

“I am seeking early list-
ing of a contempt petition re-
lating to abrogation of Arti-
cle 370. Statehood was to be

granted to Jammu and Kash-
mir,” a lawyer told the bench
also comprising Justice N V
Anjaria.

“It is listed already on
October 10,” the CJI said on
Monday while refusing to ad-
vance the date of hearing.

“We are in the midst of a
constitutional bench hearing
(the bench is hearing a presi-
dential reference on fixing
timelines for governors and
the president),” Justice Gavai
said.

While seeking the Cen-
tre's response, the bench had
earlier said, "You also have to
take into consideration the
ground realities… you cannot
ignore what has uP11

2 days before US tariffs deadline… 

PM Modi stands firm, vows to 
protect farmers, entrepreneurs
AHMEDABAD: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on Mon-
day declared he can't compro-
mise on interests of farmers,
cattle-rearers, small-scale in-
dustries, cautioning "pressure
on us may increase, but we will
bear it", remarks coming two
days before the 50 per cent US
tariffs on Indian goods kick in.

Without taking names,
Modi asserted politics in the
world now largely revolves
around economic interests
where everyone is concerned
about just themselves even as
he pushed for swadeshi and

invoked Mahatma Gandhi.
"In such a scenario, I want

to tell small entrepreneurs,
farmers and cattle-rearers that
for Modi, your interest is para-

mount. My government will
never compromise on your in-
terests. No matter how much
pressure comes, we will bear
it. But, your uP11

Overcome challenges, make meaningful 
contribution in nation building: LG Sinha
n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: Asserting that
life is a continuous journey of
learning, Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha on Monday
exhorted upon the youth to
develop optimism and
courage to overcome chal-
lenges, capitalise on oppor-
tunities and make meaningful
contribution in nation build-
ing. 

He was addressing the
Convocation of Babasaheb
Bhimrao Ambedkar Bihar
University, Muzaffarpur, Bi-
har. Arif Mohammed Khan,
Governor of Bihar presided
over the Convocation Cere-
mony.

In his address, the Lieu-
tenant Governor congratu-

lated the management of
Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambed-
kar Bihar University, faculty
members, staff and graduat-
ing students, and extended

his best wishes.
He called upon the youth

to cultivate two key qualities
–positive mindset for change
and courage for greater

achievement and growth. He
said the optimism and coura-
geous personality enables
youth to overcome chal-
lenges and helps uP11

Search Ops 
along LoC
JAMMU: Security forces
have launched a search op-
eration after around half-a-
dozen drones from Pak-
istan were sighted hovering
over several forward areas
along the Line of Control
(LoC) in Poonch district,
even as another search op-
eration was launched along
LoC in Baramulla district of
Kashmir Valley.

In Jammu’s Poonch,
the movement of the drones
from across the border was
picked up over Balakote,
Langote and Gursai nallah
in Mendhar sector at 9.15
pm on Sunday, the officials
said.

They said the drones,
believed to be launched for
surveillance, were seen fly-
ing very high and uP11

J&K Bank holds Financial 
Inclusion camp in Samba

n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: Continuing its
mission to promote financial
inclusion across Jammu &
Kashmir, J&K Bank today or-
ganized an awareness camp
on Re-KYC and Social Secu-
rity Schemes at Village Nand-
pur in Samba district of

Jammu.
Amid a large gathering

people, the event was inaugu-
rated by the Regional Direc-
tor (RBI –Jammu) Chan-
drashekhar Azad, who was
also the Chief Guest. The
Bank’s General Manager &
Divisional Head (Jammu)
Ashok Gupta uP11

Our jawans killed terrorists based 
on their ‘Karma, not Dharma’: DM 
n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Monday
asserted that Indian forces
gave a "befitting reply" to
Pakistan during Operation
Sindoor and "our soldiers did
not kill terrorists based on
their religion, but because of
their deeds".

Addressing an event in
Rajasthan’s Jodhpur, Singh
also lauded the people of bor-
der areas for supporting the
administration and the
armed forces during the mili-
tary operation to avenge the
Pahalgam terror attack.

The Defence Minister
said that after the incident, he
called the service chiefs and

asked if they were ready for
the operation.

"The chiefs of all three
armed forces unanimously
replied, 'We are ready for any
operation.' This is India. The
prime minister gave the nec-
essary directives," he said.

"The target that was de-
cided was hit precisely, just as
planned. During Operation
Sindoor, our forces received
full support from all border
regions. India is a country
that not only considers peo-
ple within its uP11

CM: Society’s inclusive welfare our
responsibility, not an act of charity
n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah on Monday
said that welfare of all sec-
tions of society is the govern-
ment's main responsibility
rather than an act of charity.

Addressing a one-day
event on 'Empowering Com-
munities - Welfare for All' at
the Sher-i-Kashmir Interna-
tional Conference Centre
(SKICC) here, the chief min-
ister stressed that welfare
initiatives must be designed
to reach the most disadvan-
taged sections of society, in-
stead of benefitting only the
privileged few.

Stressing the importance
of inclusive growth, Abdul-

lah said the government's
policies are aimed at empow-
ering communities and en-
suring equitable develop-
ment.

Reaffirming his govern-
ment's commitment to inclu-
sive development, Abdullah

said while it is easy to deliver
schemes to those who al-
ready enjoy resources, edu-
cation and good health, the
true test of governance lies in
reaching the poor, the vul-
nerable, and those in far-
flung rural areas.uP11
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JAMMU/SRINAGAR: After re-
cord rains wreaked havoc in 
Jammu and Kashmir over the 
past two days, the death toll 
in related incidents rose to 41, 
most of them victims of the 
landslide on a Vaishno Devi pil-
grimage route, while there was 
some let-up in the showers on 
Wednesday, allowing relief ef-
forts to pick up pace.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah are personally monitoring 
the situation, while Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha and 
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah 
are leading the rescue and relief 
operations across Jammu and 
Kashmir.  
The water level in the swollen 
rivers across Jammu showed 
signs of receding from 11 AM, 
but the flood alert mark was 
breached by the Jhelum in 
Anantnag and Srinagar and wa-
ter entered several residential 

and commercial areas.
Jammu has recorded 380 mm 
of rainfall in the past 24 hours 
ending at 8.30 AM on Wednes-
day, which is the highest for 
a 24-hour period since 1910 
when the observatory was set 
up in the winter capital.

Massive damage has been re-
ported to public infrastructure, 
including several key bridges, 
private houses and commercial 
establishments, due to over-
flowing of water bodies and 
flash floods across the Union 
Territory, officials said, adding 

more than 10,000 people have 
been evacuated from low-lying 
flooded areas.
As torrential rains disrupted 
normal life, Education Minister 
Sakina Itoo announced that all 
educational institutes will re-
main closed across Jammu and 

Kashmir on Thursday in view of 
the inclement weather.
The Northern Railways ordered 
the cancellation of 58 trains to 
and from Jammu and Katra 
stations, while 64 trains were 
short-terminated or short-orig-
inated at various stations in the 

division.
Rail traffic, which was briefly 
restored on Wednesday morn-
ing with six trains departing 
from Jammu after a day-long 
suspension, has again been 
halted due to flash floods and 
heavy soil erosion in the Chakki 

river area, the officials said.
With the rain stopping in some 
areas, Chief Minister Omar Ab-
dullah rushed to Jammu from 
Srinagar to personally review 
the situation in the region.
Officials said that the phone 
and network                     4P11

Toll rises to 41 as Jammu battles record rains
PM, HM monitoring, LG, CM lead rescue Ops; Thousands evacuated; All edu instns closed
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SRINAGAR: Jammu and 
Kashmir Bank has held 
its 87th Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) of share-
holders at SKICC. On the 
occasion, the Bank an-
nounced a 215% dividend 
for FY 2024-25, marking 
the third consecutive year 
of rewarding shareholders 
in line with its strong and 
consistent performance.
MD & CEO Amitava Chat-
terjee chaired the AGM - 
themed ‘Driving Growth & 

Delivering Excellence’ - in 
presence of Bank’s Direc-
tors-on-Board including 
Principal Secretary to Gov-
ernment (Finance Depart-
ment) Santosh D Vaidya 
(IAS) – representing ma-
jority shareholder and 
promoter i.e. J&K Govern-
ment. Two directors joined 
the AGM virtually.
Amid a large number of 
valuable shareholders, the 
meeting was attended by 
the Bank’s Executive Di-
rector Sudhir Gupta, Chief 
General                     4P11


