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Definiteness of

purpose is the

starting point of

all achievement. 
–W. Clement Stone

RS clears Bill 
to criminalise 
‘disrespect’ to 
Vande Mataram

NEW DELHI: The Rajya
Sabha on Wednesday passed
a bill to make insult to the na-
tional song 'Vande Mataram'
a criminal offence, ending the
over week-long impasse by
taking up legislative agenda
amid the Opposition's uproar
over police action against
students protesting NEET
paper leak.

The Opposition, led by
the Congress, staged a walk-
out as Deputy Chairman
Harivansh allowed the mem-
bers to speak on 'The Preven-
tion of Insults to National
Honour (Amendment) Bill,
2026' after lunch, despite up-
roar in the House.

Replying to the discus-
sion on the bill, Minister of
State for Home Affairs
Nityanand Rai said uP11

LS Passes Anti-Paper Leak Amendment Bill 
Dr Jitendra rejects charges against Amit
Shah; says no bullet fired on protesters

NEW DELHI: Lok Sabha
on Wednesday approved a
bill to amend the anti-paper
leak law with stricter punish-
ment with government as-
serting that the measure was
taken as it is "open to learn-
ing from experiences".

The Public Examination
(Prevention of Unfair Means)
Amendment Bill, 2026 was
introduced in the uP11

SALIENT FEATURES OF BILL
1. Empowers all state governments and Union Territory (UT) administrations to des-
ignate any sessions court to be a special fast-track court to try offences under the
proposed law.
2. To provide that the proceedings in such Special Fast Track Courts are continued on
day-to-day basis and the trial be completed within a period of three months from the
date of filing of the charge sheet.
3. To empower the central government to also constitute special task force for inves-
tigation of any offence.
4. To provide that the investigations for offences under the legislation are completed
within a period of two months.
5. To empower all state governments and UT administrations to appoint one or more
special public prosecutors for conduct of cases under the legislation.
6. To provide for appeal mechanism as against any judgment, sentence or order to a
bench of two judges of the high court, and for disposal of the same within a period of
three months from the date of admission of appeal.
7. Under the new law, individuals involved in paper leaks or unfair means in exams
will get jail terms for a minimum of five years and a maximum of 10 years, and a fine of
up to Rs 50 lakh.
8. For organised crimes, the bill proposes a minimum sentence of seven years and a fine
of up to Rs 10 crore.

Toll rises to 37 in unrest: JAAC 

BJP seeks UNHRC probe into 
killings by Pak forces in PoJK
n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: The Jammu and
Kashmir BJP on Wednesday
urged the United Nations Hu-
man Rights Council and the
Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Hu-
man Rights to take cogni-
sance of the reported killing
of protesters in Pakistan-oc-
cupied Jammu & Kashmir
(PoJK) and ensure those re-
sponsible are held account-
able.

According to the Joint
Awami Action Committee
(JAAC), a collective of activist
groups, 37 unarmed peaceful
protesters and people, includ-
ing women and children who
were not even protesting,
have been killed by Pakistani
forces in PoJK in the last two

days. The claim could not be
independently verified.

It said the violence
erupted on Monday when the
JAAC launched a long march,
coinciding with the first
phase of polls for the so-
called legislative assembly in
PoJK.

Expressing anguish and
grave concern over the re-
ports of civilian casualties
and the use of excessive force
against peaceful protesters,
J&K BJP's Human Rights
Cell co-convenor Sarfraz
Hamid Rather said the situa-
tion warrants the immediate
attention of the international
community.

"It is deeply disturbing
that despite grave human
rights violations (by Pakistan
forces), the response of global

human rights institutions ap-
pears muted," he said in a
statement here.

He asserted that human
rights are universal, indivisi-
ble, and inalienable, and can-
not be protected selectively
based on geography, political
considerations, or strategic
interests.

The BJP leader called
upon the UNHRC, OHCHR,
and other credible interna-
tional human rights organi-
sations to take immediate
cognisance of the reported in-
cidents, ascertain the facts
through an independent and
impartial process, and ensure
that a fair, transparent, and
credible investigation is con-
ducted.

Those responsible must
be held accountable in uP11

n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: Delivering an-
other quarter of steady finan-
cial performance, J&K Bank
today posted a net profit of Rs
424.18 Cr for the quarter
ended June 30, 2026. The
Bank announced the financial
results after the Board of Di-
rectors approved the quarterly
numbers in a meeting held to-
day at the Bank’s corporate
headquarters.

Business Growth 
Continuing its strong

growth trajectory, the Bank's
advances grew by 25% YoY to
Rs 130503 Cr during the quar-
ter while the deposits in-
creased by 17% year-on-year
to Rs 173420 Cr. Conse-

quently, the Bank's total busi-
ness registered a healthy
growth of over 20%, crossing
the historic milestone of Ru-
pees Three Trillion and at Rs
303923 Cr as on June 30,

2026. 
Speaking on business

growth, MD & CEO said,
"Crossing the landmark mile-
stone of Rs 3 trillion in total
business marks uP11

J-K Bank posts net profit of Rs 424 Cr IFFJK’26: 50 
nations send 
875 entries 
SRINAGAR: The inaugu-
ral International Film Festi-
val of Jammu and Kashmir
(IFFJK) 2026 has received
875 film submissions from
around 50 countries so far,
reflecting the growing inter-
national interest in the
Union Territory's cinematic
initiative, an official
spokesperson said on
Wednesday.

The film submission
window will remain open
till Thursday, giving film-
makers a final opportunity
to register their entries for
the festival's maiden edi-
tion. The festival, being or-
ganised by the uP11

Chhari Mubarak taken to Pahalgam for rituals

2,051 pilgrims leave base camp 
for Shri Amarnath Ji pilgrimage 
n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: Rituals for
'Chhari Mubarak', age-old
traditions associated with the
annual Shri Amarnathji Ya-
tra, formally began on
Wednesday, Mahant Deep-
endra Giri said.

'Chhari Mubarak', the
saffron-robed silver mace of
Lord Shiva, was taken from
its abode at Dashnami Ak-
shara here to Pahalgam in
Anantnag district for the
Bhoomi Pujan ritual.

Chanting Vedic hymns, a
group of sadhus led by Giri,

custodian of the holy mace,
left for Gauri Shankar Tem-
ple, Pahalgam, where the
bhoomi pujan of the holy

mace will be held, Girri said.
He said the holy mace

will stop at Martand temple
in Mattan area for a uP11

NEET Leak: 
Court takes 
chargesheet 
on record
NEW DELHI: The desig-
nated fast-track court to deal
with criminal cases linked to
paper leaks and the use of
other unfair means in public
examinations on Wednesday
took on record the CBI's
chargesheet in the NEET pa-
per leak case.

Special Judge Anu
Grover Baliga, took on record
the agency's final report
against the 13 accused and
granted the CBI time to file
annexures.

The CBI said that around
20,000 pages of uP11


