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NEW DELHI: The ICC is consider-
ing another expansion of the Men’s 
T20 World Cup, with the tourna-
ment likely to grow from 20 to 24 
teams from the 2032 edition as part 
of a broader strategy to widen crick-
et’s global footprint, according to a 
report by The Telegraph.

The report said discussions had 
gathered momentum after the suc-
cess of the 2026 edition in India 
and Sri Lanka, with the governing 
body keen to increase opportunities 
for emerging cricket nations while 
tapping into new markets. The 
move would represent the second 
major expansion of the competition 
in little over a decade, following 
an increase from 16 to 20 teams in 
2024.

According to the report, the 
ICC’s ambition is to stage a 32-team 
T20 World Cup, mirroring the ex-
pansion seen across several global 
sporting events. Administrators are 
expected to take a phased approach, 
first increasing the field to 24 teams 
before assessing the feasibility of 
a further expansion in the years 
ahead.

The report also said the ICC 
viewed the T20 format as the most 
effective vehicle for growing the 
game internationally, particular-
ly with cricket set to return to the 
Olympic programme at the 2028 
Los Angeles Games after more than 
a century’s gap. A larger World Cup 
is expected to provide greater ex-
posure and qualification opportu-
nities for Associate nations while 
strengthening the sport’s pres-
ence in developing markets. Any 
change would not affect the next 
two tournaments. The 2028 edition 
in Australia and New Zealand and 
the 2030 event are expected to re-

tain the existing 20-team format, 
with the proposed expansion only 
coming into effect from 2032 if ap-
proved.

The ICC had only recently ap-
proved a revamped format for the 
20-team T20 World Cup from the 
2028 edition, replacing the Super 
Eight stage with a Super 10 and 
Eliminators while retaining the 
number of participating teams. The 
changes were aimed at creating 
more meaningful contests and im-
proving the tournament structure.

The ICC would not be the first 
global sporting body to increase 
the size of its marquee tournament. 
FIFA expanded the men’s World 
Cup from 32 to 48 teams beginning 
with the 2026 edition, hosted by the 
United States, Canada and Mexico. 
The expanded tournament brought 
more emerging football nations 
into the competition and opened up 
fresh commercial and broadcast op-
portunities.

The expanded format produced 
some surprise results, with Cape 
Verde emerging as one of the stories 

of the competition after progressing 
from the group stage and nearly 
knocking reigning champions Ar-
gentina out in the Round of 32.

The men’s T20 World Cup fea-
tured 16 teams until the 2022 edition 
before the tournament expanded to 
20 in 2024, giving more Associate 
nations a chance to compete on the 
biggest stage. Teams such as the 
USA, Scotland and the Netherlands 
featured in the expanded competi-
tion, underlining the ICC’s push to 
broaden the game’s reach beyond 
its traditional strongholds. A larger 
tournament, however, would also 
raise questions around scheduling, 
tournament length and the already 
congested international calendar. 
With franchise leagues occupying 
an increasingly significant space 
in the cricket calendar, accommo-
dating a larger World Cup without 
placing additional demands on 
players and bilateral commitments 
is expected to be one of the ICC’s 
biggest challenges. The ICC has not 
officially announced any change to 
the competition’s format.

Men’s T20 World Cup could get 
even bigger from 2032: Report

For years, astron-
omers have been 
puzzled by a 
strange mystery 

about the Sun. Studies 
suggested that the Sun 
contained much less silver 
than expected, but new re-
search now indicates that 
the missing silver may 
have been there all along, 
hidden by the way light 
behaves, reported Space.
com.

The findings were pub-
lished in the journal As-
tronomy & Astrophysics. 
Although hydrogen and he-
lium make up about 98.5% 
of the Sun’s mass, scien-
tists study tiny amounts 
of heavier elements such 
as silver because they help 
explain how stars and gal-
axies have evolved over 
time. Silver is believed to 
form during powerful super-
nova explosions.

Sema Caliskan, the lead 
author of the study and now 

a postdoctoral researcher 
at the University of Liege in 
Belgium, said that by study-
ing the light of stars of differ-
ent types and ages, research-
ers hope to understand 
where silver is formed in the 
universe and how it has been 

distributed throughout the 
Milky Way over time.

Scientists expected the 
amount of silver in the Sun 
to match that found in an-
cient CI chondrite meteor-
ites, which formed from the 
same material that created 

the Sun around 4.6 billion 
years ago. However, obser-
vations of the Sun’s light 
repeatedly showed much 
lower silver levels.

To investigate the mys-
tery, Caliskan and her team 
created detailed comput-

er simulations of silver 
atoms using the Tetra-
lith supercomputer in 
Linkoping, Sweden. Un-
like earlier studies, their 
model included complex 
“non-equilibrium effects” 
that influence how silver 
atoms absorb light.

The researchers found 
that these effects could 
explain why astronomers 
had been measuring less 
silver than expected. Their 
model suggests that the 
Sun contains about 55% 
more silver than previous 
observations indicated.

While the result does 
not perfectly match the 
silver levels found in CI 
chondrite meteorites, it is 
close enough to rule out 
any unusual explanation. 
The researchers said the 
missing silver was likely 
hidden by the effects of 
physics rather than actu-
ally being absent from the 
Sun.

Study Reveals The Sun Contains More Silver Than Scientists Previously Thought
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Ajaya Babu wins silver, India’s 6th 
weightlifting medal at 2026 CWG
NEW DELHI: Ajaya Babu lifted a total of 330kg to win 
silver in men’s 79kg weightlifting. Ajaya lifted 149kg in 
snatch and then 181kg in clean and jerk. Malaysia’s Erry 
Hidayat Muhammad won gold with a total lift of 331kg, 
which was a Games record. England’s Chris Murray 
won bronze after heaving 325kg. Hailing from Andhra 
Pradesh’s Vizianagram district, Ajaya Babu lifted a Games 
record 149kg in snatch and 181kg in clean and jerk for a 
total of 330kg to win the second prize, narrowly missing 
out on gold to Malaysia’s Erry Hidayat Muhammad, who 
totalled a Games record 331kg (147 + 184) during a grip-
ping contest on Monday night.

This was India’s sixth medal in weightlifting in the 
current edition of the Games. Rishikanta Singh opened 
the account first with a silver medal before Mirabai Chanu 
won her third consecutive CWG gold. Ayaya’s silver is the 
third weightlifting medal for India on Monday alone, with 
Gyaneshwari Yadav having won silver and Bindyarani 
Devi winning bronze earlier in the day. First, Hidayat lifted 
181kg to smash the Games record, the Indian then bettered 
it within seconds by lifting 181kg in his final attempt to 
break the record again for 330kg. Hidayat did one better, 
breaking the record again with a lift of 184kg in his final 
attempt to win the gold medal. Earlier, after a failed second 
attempt at 149kg, Ajaya Babu made a fine comeback to 
lift the weight in his final try and set a new Games record, 
finishing at the top of the heap at the end of snatch section 
ahead of England’s Chris Murray (148kg) and Malaysia’s 
Erry Hidayat Muhammad (147kg). 

GENEVA: The 2026 
World Chess Champion-
ship between reigning 
world champion Gukesh 
D and challenger Javokh-
ir Sindarov will be held in 
Geneva, Switzerland, from 
November 25 to December 
15, the world chess govern-
ing body FIDE confirmed 
on Tuesday.

Both players will be 20 
years old when the event be-
gins, making it the youngest 
World Championship con-
test in history.

Gukesh, the grandmaster 
from Chennai, will defend 
the crown he won in Singa-
pore in December 2024. He 
defeated China’s Ding Liren 
in the 14th and final classi-
cal game to become the 18th 
world champion and the 
youngest player ever to hold 
the title.

Sindarov earned his shot 
at the crown by winning the 
FIDE Candidates Tourna-
ment 2026 in Cyprus. The 
Uzbek grandmaster secured 
first place with a round to 
spare, adding to his victo-
ry at the 2025 FIDE World 
Cup.

The championship 
will consist of 14 classical 
games. The first player to 
score 7½ points will be de-
clared the winner, with no 
further games played once 
that score is reached. If the 

scores are tied after all 14 
games, the champion will be 
decided through tiebreaks.

FIDE said further de-
tails on match regulations, 
schedule, tickets, spectator 
access, media accreditation, 
and accompanying events 
will be announced in due 
course.

FIDE interim presi-
dent Viswanathan Anand 
welcomed the announce-
ment: “Several countries 
expressed strong interest 
in hosting the match, in-
cluding India, the United 
States, and Cyprus. After 
carefully considering all 
proposals, FIDE decided to 
stage the match on neutral 
soil and bring it to Geneva, 

a city with a historic tra-
dition of bringing nations 
and cultures together. We 
look forward to welcoming 
the global chess community 
to Switzerland. Local fans 
will have the opportunity 
to experience world-class 
chess in person, while mil-
lions around the globe can 
follow the battle online as 
the duel for the highest title 
unfolds.”

“This is a truly special 
day for Swiss chess,” said 
André Vögtlin, President 
of the Swiss Chess Feder-
ation (SSB), commenting 
on Geneva’s selection as 
host. “Twenty-two years 
after Brissago, an event of 
global chess significance is 

returning to Switzerland. 
For us, this is far more than 
wonderful news – it’s a de-
fining moment for chess in 
our country, one that fills 
us with both joy and moti-
vation.”

Vögtlin added that host-
ing an event of this magni-
tude is both a great honour 
and a unique opportunity. 
“It’s a unique opportunity 
to raise the public profile of 
chess in Switzerland even 
further and to inspire new 
players to take up our sport. 
Over the coming weeks, 
we’ll be sharing regular up-
dates on how we’re using 
this mega-event to boost 
the popularity of the ‘royal 
game’ in our country.”

Geneva to host Gukesh vs Sindarov World 
Chess Championship match in Nov-Dec 2026

The EXIA exoskel-
eton system from 
German Bion-
ic, which can be 

worn by handlers on both 
the apron and in the car-
go warehouse, employs 
AI-powered sensors to 
analyse lifting movements 
and provide active back 
support when required.

It provides adaptive lift-
ing assistance of up to 38kg, 
the airport said, reducing 
strain on lower backs while 
allowing employees to 
move around naturally.

Henk Koolman, man-
ager handling at MST, in-
formed: “For us, innova-
tion is about making work 
safer, healthier and more 
enjoyable for our people. 
Our ground handling teams 
are essential to the daily 
operation of the airport.

“With EXIA, we are 

investing not only in ad-
vanced technology, but 
above all in the people 
whose commitment keeps 
our operation moving every 
day.”

Offering EXIA to its han-
dlers is just one example 
of how Maastricht Aachen 
Airport – the Netherlands’ 
second-largest cargo air-

port – is seeking to deploy 
smart technology where it 
can deliver measurable val-
ue for employees, custom-
ers and airport operations.

The airport said it is 
looking to introduce practi-
cal innovations that create 
“a safer, more efficient and 
future-ready working envi-
ronment”.

Maastricht Aachen adopts AI-powered 
exoskeleton for cargo handling


