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HARARE: India wrapped 
up the T20I series vs Zim-
babwe with one game in 
hand as they took an unas-
sailable 2-0 lead against the 
hosts with a 90-run win at 
Harare on Saturday. Chas-
ing 219, Zimbabwe did not 
look comfortable, losing 
wickets at regular junc-
tures, ultimately scoring 
just 129.

This was also skipper 
Shreyas Iyer’s first series 
win after taking over as 
India captain, having lost 
the previous two series 
vs Ireland and England. 
Abhishek Sharma took 3 
wickets while Prince Ya-
dav and Yash Thakur took 
2 scalps each while all the 
others except Mayank Ya-
dav chipped in with a wick-
et apiece.

Earlier, Ishan Kishan 
and Tilak Verma led an 

intent-filled batting effort 
with well-paced 81 and an 
unbeaten 60 respective-
ly. Asked to bat first India 
were in early trouble at 29 
for two.

But Kishan first made 
66 runs for the third wicket 
with skipper Shreyas Iyer 
(25) and then a 94 for the 
subsequent wicket with Ti-
lak as the tourists overcame 
the early wobble. Kishan 
paced his innings to a nice-

ty as he focused on giving 
some stability to Indian 
innings. The left-hander 
brought his fifty in 31 balls, 
but the next 31 runs came in 
13 balls as he pressed on the 
accelerator.

The onside play was the 
hallmark of his innings, 
peppering the regions 
around mid-wicket with 
constant big hits.

Off-spinner Brian Ben-
nett was clobbered for two 

fours to that part of the field 
while pacer Brad Evans was 
punished for 4, 4 and a 6 
through the onside.

Tilak, on the other hand, 
doused the talks about his 
strike-rate for now, playing 
a sensational supporting 
innings and reached fifty in 
23 balls.

The left-hander smoked 
Zimbabwe’s best bowler 
Blessing Muzarabani for 
three fours in a row, and 
the third one was a peach 
– a nice, little dab behind 
the point using the bowl-
er’s pace. Brute power was 
on display too when Tilak 
lifted Evans for a six over 
mid-wicket.

Their assault was so 
faultless as India amassed 
61 runs in the last five overs 
to place themselves at a safe 
distance from Zimbabwe at 
this point.

India defeat Zimbabwe by 90 runs, 
Shreyas Iyer wins first series as captain

Children’s health is no lon-
ger influenced only by what 
they eat, how much they 
exercise or whether they 

get enough sleep. The digital world 
that they are growing up in is be-
coming equally important.

The World Health Organization 
(WHO) has now urged governments 
across the world to recognise social 
media, online gaming and gener-
ative artificial intelligence (AI) as 
major determinants of children’s 
health. In a joint message, WHO 
Director-General Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus and French President 
Emmanuel Macron called for stron-
ger regulation of digital platforms 
and age-appropriate safeguards to 
protect young users.

The warning comes as evidence 
continues to grow linking excessive 
digital exposure to anxiety, depres-
sion, poor sleep, aggression, lone-
liness and also suicidal behaviour 
among children and adolescents. 
WHO also highlighted rising con-
cerns over online sexual exploita-
tion, AI-generated child abuse im-

agery, misinformation and targeted 
digital marketing aimed at young 

users. While conversations around 
children’s mental health often fo-

cus on diagnosed conditions, ex-
perts say the earliest warning signs 

are way too subtle. As per Dr Nand 
Kumar, Professor of Psychiatry at 
AIIMS, children rarely visit a psy-
chiatrist because they are spending 
too much time on screens. Instead, 
the impact slowly becomes visible 
in their everyday lives.

A nationwide survey conducted 
by the National Council of CBSE 
Schools (NCCS), covering nearly 
6.3 lakh respondents, found that 
74% of CBSE students spend more 
than two hours a day on screens 
for non-academic purposes, while 
21% spend over four hours daily on 
mobile phones, gaming and social 
media.

In fact, teachers are also notic-
ing the effects inside classrooms. 
Nearly 69% reported declining 
concentration and attention spans, 
63% are going through anxiety and 
irritability, and 66% said children 
were participating less in outdoor 
activities.

The Economic Survey 2025-26 
has also identified digital addic-
tion as an emerging public health 
concern in our country, especially 

among young people aged 15 to 24 
years. It links excessive screen use 
with anxiety, depression, low self 
esteem, cyberbullying, compulsive 
scrolling, gaming disorders and 
social withdrawal. This concern is 
shown in the growing demand for 
mental health support as well. Since 
its launch in October 2022, the gov-
ernment’s Tele-MANAS helpline has 
received more than 32 lakh calls, 
highlighting the increasing need for 
mental health interventions across 
the country. Keeping in mind these 
risks, many states have begun im-
plying stricter rules. Karnataka has 
proposed banning social media ac-
cess for children below 16 years of 
age, Andhra Pradesh has also sug-
gested restrictions for those under 
13, while Goa is exploring similar 
measures. During his recent visit to 
Australia, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi also praised Canberra’s deci-
sion to prohibit children under 16 
from accessing platforms such as 
Instagram, Facebook and X, say-
ing India is studying the move and 
drawing lessons from it.

WHO Warns Social Media, Gaming And AI Are Affecting Children’s Health
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NASA Study Finds Mars Auroras Form 
Through A Process Similar To Earth’s

Scientists are learning more about how auroras 
form on Mars. A new study by NASA has found 
that some Martian auroras are created through 
a process similar to the one that produces au-

roras on Earth, helping researchers better understand 
the Red Planet, reported NASA.

The findings, published in Nature Communications, 
show that the same mechanism that moves and accel-
erates charged particles into Earth’s atmosphere also 
takes place on Mars, although on a much smaller scale 
because the two planets have different magnetic fields.

The discovery is based on data collected by NASA’s 
MAVEN (Mars Atmosphere and Volatile Evolution) 
mission. Although NASA declared the mission con-
cluded on June 3 after the spacecraft became unrecov-
erable following a loss of communication on Dec. 6, 
2025, scientists continue to use its data for research 
and future Mars missions.

On Earth, a process known as the Dungey cycle 
occurs when the Sun’s magnetic field reconnects with 
Earth’s magnetosphere, sending charged electrons into 
the atmosphere and creating auroras. The new study 
found that a smaller version of this cycle is taking place 
over Mars’ strong crustal magnetic fields.

Lead author Shaosui Xu, an associate research 
physicist at the Space Sciences Laboratory at the Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley, said the team knew that 
magnetic reconnection was happening on Mars but did 
not expect it to work like the Dungey cycle.

Unlike Earth, Mars does not have a global magnetic 
field. Instead, it has many small magnetised regions 
in its crust that formed around four billion years ago 
when lava cooled in the presence of the planet’s an-
cient magnetic field.

Scientists used several instruments aboard the 
MAVEN spacecraft, including the Magnetometer, Solar 
Wind Electron Analyzer, and STATIC instrument, 
to study the magnetic fields, electrical currents, and 
plasma flows that helped explain how these localized 
auroras form.

Xu said the team pushed the limits of the STATIC 
instrument to collect the data they needed and that it 
became the final piece of the puzzle in understanding 
these localized auroras.

MAVEN principal investigator Shannon Curry 
said the discovery changes how scientists think about 
Martian auroras and marks another important step in 
understanding why Mars and Earth evolved so differ-
ently despite being governed by the same underlying 
physics. She added that she was proud of the team’s 
work and excited to uncover more insights into the Red 
Planet and its evolution.

The findings also improve scientists’ understanding 
of how the solar environment interacts with Mars, 
which is important for future robotic and crewed 
missions.

CALIFORNIA: FIFA 
president Gianni Infanti-
no won’t be investigated by 
the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) for US 
President Donald Trump’s 
role in overturning the sus-
pension of an American 
player after he had received 
a red card in the previous 
match, the Olympic body 
has said. The IOC said that 
decisions made during the 
World Cup was beyond its 
jurisdiction and it hence 
cannot investigate Infanti-
no’s alleged lack of political 
neutrality.

The statement comes af-
ter a complaint was made 
by a London-based NGO 
formally complained to 
the IOC ethics commission 
about Infantino. United 
States forward Folarin Ba-

logun had been handed a 
red card in their round of 
32 match against Bosnia 
and Herzegovina. However, 
the mandatory one-game 
ban was then overturned 
by FIFA. In the minutes 
after FIFA announced the 
decision, reports emerged 
of Trump having influ-
enced the decision. Trump 
later admitted to having a 
conversation with Infanti-
no over telephone to allow 
Balogun to play in USA’s 
round of 16 fixture against 
Belgium, which they lost 
4-1.

The IOC’s Olympic Char-
ter cites neutrality among 
“fundamental principles of 
Olympism” for sports bodies 
like FIFA and its 100-plus 
members, which has includ-
ed Infantino since 2020.

No formal investigation 
will be opened, the IOC said, 
because the complaint by 
rights group FairSquare did 
not relate to FIFA’s or Infan-
tino’s specific relations with 
the Olympic body.

The complaint “refers 
only to (FIFA’s) decisions on 
its governance and its man-
agement, including its rela-
tions with government, and 
to (FIFA’s) implementation 
of the rules of its sport,” the 
IOC said in a statement.

“Consequently, the com-
plaint falls outside the IOC 
ethics commission’s juris-
diction,” the statement said.

The ethics body does not 
have independent powers 
to start investigations and 
sanction officials, but can 
make recommendations 
to the IOC executive board 
chaired by President Kirsty 
Coventry. She attended the 
World Cup final last Sun-
day at East Rutherford, New 
Jersey.

Action has been taken 
against just one IOC mem-
ber in the past eight years 
for unethical conduct: 
Sheikh Ahmad al-Fahad 
al-Sabah, a key power bro-
ker who built a reputation as 
the “kingmaker” of Olympic 
elections.

No IOC scrutiny for Infantino over 
Trump’s intervention at FIFA World Cup

KOLKATA: The Brazil national football 
team could be heading to India for an in-
ternational friendly, with Kolkata emerg-
ing as the likely host. According to a report 
from ESPN Brasil, the Brazilian Football 
Confederation (CBF) is in advanced talks 
with Indian organisers to bring the five-
time world champions to the subcontinent.

The discussions between the CBF and 
Indian stakeholders reportedly began 
during the ongoing FIFA World Cup 2026. 
The driving force behind Brazil’s interest in 
playing in India is the massive support the 
Seleção received from Indian fans during 
the tournament, with images of passionate 
supporters flooding social media.

According to the report, Brazil are 
scheduled to play three friendlies between 
the end of September and the beginning 
of October. Two games have already been 
confirmed against Australia – on Septem-
ber 25 in Townsville and September 29 
in Brisbane. The CBF is now negotiating 
a third fixture, which could potentially be 
hosted in India.

While Brazil’s opponent for the pro-

posed match has not yet been finalised, 
ESPN Brasil reported that there were also 
strong demands to host the team in Ban-
gladesh, Singapore, and Qatar. However, 
negotiations have only progressed with In-
dia at this stage.

Should the one-off match be finalised 
and played in Kolkata, it would add an-
other chapter to the city’s long and storied 
relationship with Brazilian football. Pele 
famously played at Eden Gardens with 
New York Cosmos against Mohun Bagan in 
1977, before returning to the city decades 
later.

Brazil’s World Cup 2026 Heartbreak
The ongoing World Cup campaign end-

ed in disappointment for the five-time 
champions, with Norway delivering a 
knockout blow in the Round of 16. Despite 
high hopes and a star-studded squad, Bra-
zil’s journey came to a crushing halt earlier 
than expected. Vinícius Júnior was in sen-
sational form throughout the tournament, 
scoring four goals and providing an assist, 
but his individual brilliance could not carry 
the team past the Norwegian challenge.

Brazil vs India football match in Kolkata? CBF 
in advanced talks for historic friendly: Reports

KOLKATA: Sahal Ab-
dul Samad’s 52nd minute 
strike and some dogged 
defending towards the end 
of the match helped Mohun 
Bagan Super Giant beat 
East Bengal in the opening 
match of the 2026 Durand 
Cup at the Salt Lake Stadi-
um in Kolkata on Saturday. 
In what was an end-to-end 
game, Samad turned in the 
ball after it was squared 
to him by Kiyan Nassiri 
from the right to put Bagan 
ahead.

East Bengal attacked 
with everything they had 
and Vishal Kaith pulled off 
a couple of big saves to keep 
Bagan’s lead intact. Both 
sides are being led by new 

coaches, althought East 
Bengal’s Antonio Lopez Ha-
bas knows all about the in-
tensity of this fixture as he 
coached Bagan for a num-
ber of seasons in the past. 

Panagiotis Dilmperis, on 
the other hand, has coached 
Punjab FC for the past two 
seasons and so has been in 
India long enough to know 
that there are no dead rub-

bers or friendly matches 
when it comes to Kolkata 
derbies. He celebrated the 
result like he won the Du-
rand Cup itself.

Just over two months 
ago, East Bengal and Mo-
hun Bagan SG played a 
thriller of a match in the 
Indian Super League (ISL). 
The match ended in a 1-1 
draw, with Jason Cum-
mings equalising for Bagan 
five minutes after Edmund 
put East Bengal in front. 
The result worked in East 
Bengal’s favour, with the 
red and yellow brigade win-
ning the title for the first 
time, their first national 
league title overall in 22 
years.

Mohun Bagan SG start season with 1-0 win over East Bengal in Durand Cup


