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B'desh
Prez
resigns

DHAKA: Bangladesh Presi-
dent Mohammed Shahabud-
din, alongtime ally of de-
posed prime minister Sheikh
Hasina, resigned on Friday,
citing health complications,
two years ahead of the end of
his tenure.

Parliament Speaker
Hafiz Uddin Ahmed will
serve as Acting President for
90 days in accordance with
the Constitution, and a new
President must be elected
within that timeframe.

In his resignation letter
addressed to Speaker
Ahmed, 76-year-old Sha-
habuddin said he is "seri-
ouslyill" and suffering from
heart disease, high blood
pressure, diabetes and kid-
ney complications.

"Recently, medical tests
detected a disease called Au-
tonomic Neuropathy. Due to
thisillness, I sometimes lose
consciousness briefly. Be-
cause of the prevalence of
these diseases, I am P P11
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Govt to present strict Anti-Paper Leak Bill in Parl: Modi

Draft Bill proposes 10 yrs jail, Rs 10 Cr fine;
Pradhan's resignation non-negotiable; (JP

NEW DELHI: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi an-
nounced on Thursday that a
bill containing provisions for
strong action against paper
leaks will be introduced in
Parliament next week.

Inavideo message, Modi
also said the contours of the
bill will be discussed at a
meeting of the Union Cabinet
to be held on Friday, where
the proposed legislation will
be finalised.

"The cabinet will discuss
the issue of paper leaks on

Narco-terror funding case: ED
raids 9 locations in J-K, Punjab

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on Friday
conducted searches at nine lo-
cations in Punjab and Jammu
and Kashmir in connection
with a money laundering in-
vestigation linked to an alleged
narco-terror funding network
operating between the two re-
gions, officials said.

The searches were carried
out by the ED's Jammu Sub
Zonal Office under the provi-
sions of the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), at premises in Pun-
jab and areas near the Line of
Control (LoC) in Jammu and
Kashmir, they said.

The case is based on FIRs
registered by the Jammu and
Kashmir Police and Punjab
Police. The ED said the investi-

gation unearthed a well-or-
ganised, multi-layered net-
work involving Punjab-based
handlers Satnam Singh and
Manyjit Singh alias Maan and
Kupwara-based operatives
Safeer Ahmed and Kafeel
Ahmed, who allegedly facili-
tated the smuggling of heroin
from Pakistan into India
through LoC-adjoining areas.

The agency alleged that
Pakistan-based = handlers
linked to the banned terrorist
outfit Hizbul Mujahideen co-
ordinated with the Kashmir-
based accused to route heroin
consignments into India.

In one such case, investi-
gators found that 35 packets of
heroin were smuggled into the
country, of which five packets
were distributed locally while
the remaining 30 were con-
cealed inside a truck P> P11

Friday and taking sugges-
tions of the cabinet col-
leagues, further action would
be finalised.

"On Monday, when the
second week of the Monsoon
session of Parliament will be-
gin, a bill will be brought with
provisions for strong action
against paper leaks and we
will try to pass it as early as
possible," he said.

The prime minister said
he knows that paper leaks are
not asmall issue and for lakhs
of students and P> P11

UnionMoS
Ravneet Singh
Bitturesigns

NEW DELHI: President
Droupadi Murmu on Fri-
day accepted the resigna-
tion of Union Minister of
State for Railways and
Food Processing Indus-
tries Ravneet Singh Bittu,
an official statement said.

On the advice of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
the President accepted the
resignation of Bittu from
the Union Council of Min-
isters, with immediate ef-
fect, the statement said.
The President is at present
abroad on a three-nation
tour.

Bittu, who had been a
part of the Union Council
of Ministers since 2024, is
likely to focus on P> P11

SC to monitor
steps to curb
NEET exam
‘paper leaks’

NEW DELHI: The
Supreme Court on Fri-
day told the Centre that
it will closely monitor
the steps taken to curb
NEET examination pa-
per leaks, while under-
lining that ad hocism has
caused trouble for years.

Abench of Justices P
S Narasimha and Alok
Aradhe, which was hear-
ing a batch of petitions,
including one by the
Federation of All India
Medical Association
(FAIMA), told Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta
that the » P11

NTA sacks

47 officials,
may pursue
legal action

NEW DELHI: In ama-
jor crackdown in the
NEET paper leak contro-
versy, the National Test-
ing Agency terminated
47 officials and is set to
pursue legal and crimi-
nal action against some,
officials said on Friday.

The move comes a
day after Higher Educa-
tion Secretary Vineet
Joshi was shunted out to
the Panchayati Raj Min-
istry.

"The NTAissetto
undergo an overhaul and
more reformative ac-
tions will follow. P> P11
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Shah speaks to martyr’s son, assures support
LG meets family of Head Constable
martyred in Anantnag terror attack

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on Friday
spoke to the family of Jammu
and Kashmir Police head
constable Ashiq Hussain
Qureshi, who was martyred
in aterrorist attack in Anant-
nag district earlier this week.
Shah spoke to Qureshi's
son during the visit of BJP
MLA and Leader of Opposi-
tion Sunil Sharma to the resi-
dence of the slain policeman
in the Beerwah area of central
Kashmir's Budgam district.
Sharma said the Union
home minister assured the
family that the government
stands firmly with them.
"Visited the home of mar-
tyred Head Constable Ashiq
Hussain Qureshi in Budgam
to pay respects and offer
heartfelt condolences to his
family. Grateful to Hon'ble
Union Home Minister Shri
@AmitShah Ji for personally
speaking to the martyr's son
and assuring the family,"
Sharma said in a post on X.
He also posted a video of
the visit to the family, during
which the call was made, on

X.

Qureshi was on Amar-
nath Yatra security duty
when he was attacked around
12.30 pm at Srinagar's Lal
Chowk on July 22.

The Resistance Front, a
shadow group of the Pak-
istan-based Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT), has claimed responsi-
bility for the targeted attack
in a social media post shortly
after the incident, according
to officials.

Meanwhile, Jammu and
Kashmir Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha on Friday
visited the residence of Head

Constable Ashiq Hussain
Qureshi, who was martyred
in a terrorist attack, in
Budgam district and assured
his family that the adminis-
tration stands firmly with
them.

Sinha also assured full
support to the family until
Qureshi's son becomes eligi-
ble for a government job on
compassionate grounds.

The LG was accompanied
by Director General of Police
Nalin Prabhat, Inspector
General V K Birdi, and
Deputy Commissioner,
Budgam, Athar p> P11
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‘Bharat Saare Jahan Se Accha Tha, Hai, Aur Hona Hai’ says I]rlndresh Kumar
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B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
National Executive Member
and Chief Patron of the Mus-
lim Rashtriya Manch Dr In-
dresh Kumar categorically
stated that several years ago

Bharat was Vishwa Guru
and, even today, ‘Bharat
Saare Jahan Se Accha Tha,
Hai, Aur Hona Hai’.

Dr. Indresh Kumar was
Speaking at an event organ-
ised by the Muslim Rashtriya
Manch at Gurjar Desh Chari-
table Trust, Channi Himmat,

Jammu, on Friday wherein
he graced as the chief guest.
During the programme,
former special guests former
Deputy CM Dr Nirmal Singh,
Shivang Satya Gupta, Ali
Mohd Chechi, State General
Secretary, BJP ST Morcha
Jammu & Kashmir, and
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President of the Rashtriya
Gau Raksha Vahini Gau Seva
Sangh, Muslim Prakosht
Wing, Jammu & Kashmir
(JKUT), were honoured by
Dr. Indresh Kumar in recog-
nition of their organisational
and social work in Jammu &
Kashmir union p> P11

NH remains shut for third day;
all Yatras suspended onday 6

Families evacuated in Udh; 2 stranded in Kathua river rescued

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: Due to incessant
rains, the flash floods hit the
Barkuanda area of Udham-
pur district early Friday,
causing damage to several
houses and prompting the
evacuation of affected fami-
lies, officials said.

The district administra-
tion evacuated three affected
families to the government
middle school at Barkuanda
as a precautionary measure,
they said.

No casualties have been
reported so far, while officials
have launched an assessment

of the damage caused by the
flash floods and landslides.
In anotherincident, flash

floods hit Kadwah village in
Basantgarh tehsil, where
overflowing water P> P11

MEA: Beijing continuestoillegally
occupy territoriesin J&K,Ladakh

NEW DELHI: India on Fri-
day said it hasn't violated
China's sovereignty in any
manner but Beijing continues
to illegally occupy territories
in Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh, as New Delhi reacted
sharply to Chinese readouts

referring to issues such as sov-
ereignty in official readouts of
bilateral meetings.

India's remarks came in
response to a Chinese readout
of a meeting between Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S Jais-
hankar and his Chinese coun-

terpart Wang Yi in Manila on
Wednesday.

It mentioned that Jais-
hankar assured the Chinese
side about respecting China's
sovereignty, including issues
such as Taiwan and Tibet.

Sources said the external
affairs minister did not make
such comments as claimed by
the Chinese side.

"Let me say that the exter-
nal affairs minister said that
when it comes to sovereignty
issues, it is actually India that
should be and is raising
them," said External Affairs
Ministry spokesperson Rand-
hir Jaiswal answering a ques-
tion at a media briefing.

"India does not violate
China's sovereignty P> P11

Rains trigger
flood scare
across Valley

SRINAGAR: Intermit-
tent rains lashed many
parts of Kashmir for the
fourth consecutive day on
Friday, keeping water
levels in most rivers and
streams high and trigger-
ing a flood scare, officials
said.

The water level of the
Jhelum river, which had
crossed the flood > P11

Rs 15.22Cr
cleared for
grid station

SRINAGAR: The Jammu
and Kashmir government
on Friday approved a Rs
15.22 crore project to aug-
ment Kathua Grid Station
for strengthening power
supply in the region, an offi-
cial spokesman said.

The Government of
Jammu and Kashmir led by
Chief Minister Omar Abdul-
lah has approved the aug-
mentation of the Grid Sta-
tion at Kathua by enhancing
its capacity along with the
execution of allied infra-
structure works, at an esti-
mated cost of Rs 15.22
crore, the spokesman said.

He said the P> P11

Dr Farooq urges Centre
to table Statehood Bill

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: National Con-
ference president Dr Farooq
Abdullah on Friday called for
the introduction and passing
of a bill to restore the state-
hood of Jammu and Kashmir
during the ongoing Monsoon
Session of Parliament.
Reiterating the party's
longstanding demand, Ab-
dullah urged the Central gov-
ernment to honour its re-
peated commitments by
introducing and passing the
statehood restoration bill
during the ongoing session.
"People of Jammu and
Kashmir have waited long
enough. The restoration of
statehood is not merely a po-
litical demand but a consti-

tutional and democratic im-
perative," he said in a state-
ment.

The three-time chief
minister said that Parlia-
ment must seize this oppor-
tunity to fulfil the govern-
ment's solemn assurances
given repeatedly to the peo-
ple of Jammu and Kashmir
and restore their democratic
rights and dignity without
any further delay.

He also commended the
Omar Abdullah-led govern-
ment for its "prompt, com-
passionate and hands-on"
response in tackling the chal-
lenges arising out of the re-
cent inclement weather in
the Union Territory.

The elected govern-
ment's swift p P11

Protesters not ready to back down,
Centre' s response ‘decisive’ Omar

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah on Friday
asserted that the student
protesters are entitled to
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make their demands and it
is for the Centre to see
whether they want the youth
protest in Delhi to continue
or not.

He was referring to the
Cockroach Janta Party's

(CJP) statement about the
demand for the Union edu-
cation minister's resignation
being "non-negotiable".

Speaking to reporters
here, Abdullah also claimed
that the protest is no longer
just about the CJP.

"I feel the Centre should
engage in dialogue with
these youngsters on all the
issues because this is no
longer just about CJP. I
don't think the CJP has any
control over this protest
now. It has gone beyond
their control," he said.

The chief minister, who
was in Delhi on July 20
along with his party leaders
to protest over the P> P11
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