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NEW DELHI: Former Indi-
an cricket team spinner R 
Ashwin questioned the deci-
sion to not include Kuldeep 
Yadav in the playing XI for 
the third ODI encounter 
against England on Sunday. 
Kuldeep did not feature in 
any of the three matches 
against England and even 
during the home ODI se-
ries against Afghanistan, 
he played just one game 
where he went wicketless. 
Ashwin said that such ex-
clusions can end up im-
pact Kuldeep’s rhythm and 
confidence before point-
ing out that India’s batting 
looked quick even after not 
including Kuldeep. India 
went with four fast bowlers 
and only one spin bowling 
all-rounder in Axar Patel.
“The only defense for not 
playing Kuldeep usually is 
that the batting finishes at 
number 7, wonder how it 
feels to have Arshdeep at 
number 8 today! Adding 
Bumrah’s absence to that, 
one can only feel bad for 
Kuldeep. Trust me, this can 
affect the rhythm and confi-
dence of a bowler,” he post-

ed on X (formerly Twitter).
The Indian team manage-
ment has usually preferred 
Axar and Washington as 
they bolster batting depth. 
While Axar and Washington 
have justified their selection 
with all-round performanc-
es, Kuldeep’s primary skill 
continues to be overlooked 
due to his lower-order bat-
ting limitations.
The left-arm wrist-spinner 
has endured a tough run 

lately after having a chal-
lenging IPL 2026 campaign 
for Delhi Capitals. Post the 
tournament’s end, Kuldeep 
made a switch to Lucknow 
Super Giants via a trade deal 
which saw Rishabh Pant 
moving back to Delhi Cap-
itals. While Kuldeep boasts 
an incredibly impressive 
career record of 194 wickets 
in 121 ODIs, his continuous 
non-selection still leaves 
many people curious.

India (Playing XI): Rohit 
Sharma, Shubman Gill(c), 
Virat Kohli, Ishan Kishan, 
Shreyas Iyer, KL Rahul(w), 
Axar Patel, Gurnoor Brar, 
Prince Yadav, Arshdeep 
Singh, Prasidh Krishna
England (Playing XI): Ben 
Duckett, Jacob Bethell, Joe 
Root, Harry Brook(c), Jos 
Buttler(w), Sam Curran, 
Will Jacks, Gus Atkinson, 
Jofra Archer, Adil Rashid, 
Josh Tongue.

“One Can Only Feel Bad”: R Ashwin Slams 
India’s Playing XI Call Against England

LONDON: Europe’s top human rights 
body questioned the integrity of the 
World Cup and urged FIFA on Sunday 
to help build a stronger framework for 
the 2030 edition being played mostly 
in Spain and Portugal. “The next crisis 
has already begun. It has two names: 
money and power,” the head of the 
46-nation Council of Europe wrote 
Sunday in an open letter to its formal 
working partner FIFA hours before the 
final between Spain and Argentina in 
East Rutherford, New Jersey. Swiss 
politician Alain Berset cited FIFA 
suspending a ban for United States 
forward Folarin Balugun while under 
pressure from U.S. President Donald 
Trump and the risk of fraud in the soc-
cer body signing a prediction market 
as a World Cup sponsor.
When the rules bend under pressure, 
every result is open to doubt,” Berset 
wrote about Balogun being freed from 
a mandatory one-game ban to face 
Belgium with a quarterfinals place at 
stake. Belgium won 4-1.
“Political influence has also moved 
onto the field,” said Berset, who was 
twice a president of FIFA’s home 
country Switzerland. “The sanction 
suspended mid-tournament came af-
ter a head of state called the president 
of FIFA.”
FIFA signed a prediction market spon-
sor deal in April worth a reported $150 
million with ADI Predictstreet, one 
week after the Abu Dhabi-backed com-
pany was formally created. FIFA also 
has other commercial deals with the 
gambling industry for this World Cup.
Prediction betting has been criticized 
as rewarding insider trading, and Ber-
set noted that in soccer it allowed wa-
gers to be won on “moments a single 
player can produce without changing 
the score.”

is an open door to fraud,” he wrote. 
“And this World Cup has opened the 
door wider.”
The Council of Europe (CoE) aired 
its concerns publicly despite having a 
formal working agreement with FIFA 
signed by its president Gianni Infanti-
no in 2018.
The inter-governmental body, which 
created the European Convention on 
Human Rights, has a stated mission: 
“To promote democracy, human rights 
and the rule of law across Europe and 
beyond.
When signing the FIFA-CoE memo-
randum of understanding eight years 
ago, Infantino said: “It is a natural re-
lationship, as we share common values 
and goals: transparency, accountabil-
ity, integrity, safety in sport and re-
spect for human rights, for children’s 
rights.”
Infantino and Berset met in 2024 on 
the sidelines of the United Nations 
general assembly in New York.
FIFA’s disciplinary ruling on Balogun 
was fiercely criticized by European 
soccer body UEFA, which said the de-

cision “crossed a red line” in soccer’s 
rule of law and transparency. FIFA has 
yet to publish documents explaining 
the reasoning of its disciplinary judge 
from the United Arab Emirates.
“A sanction suspended under pres-
sure, within days, with no reasons giv-
en,” Berset wrote, before adding other 
concerns about the first 48-team, 104-
game World Cup.
“The authority of referees called into 
question. Racist abuse of players, some 
of it from elected officials. Betting on 
every pass, every card, every corner.”
The next men’s World Cup will be 
staged mostly in Europe, with Moroc-
co also co-hosting. Three South Amer-
ican neighbors, Argentina, Paraguay 
and Uruguay, are currently scheduled 
to host one game each at the start of 
the centenary edition in June 2030 
to mark the original 1930 World Cup 
host Uruguay.
“So here is my proposal to FIFA,” Ber-
set wrote. “A working dialogue that 
starts tonight, to build the integrity 
framework of the 2030 World Cup be-
fore it is played.”

Europe Human Rights Body Questions Integrity 
Of FIFA World Cup 2026: “Money And Power”

The shrinking of com-
puter chips has ex-
posed a stubborn 

problem: even when a semi-
conductor can carry elec-
tricity efficiently, getting 
that electricity into the ma-
terial can waste power and 
slow the device down.
Researchers in South Ko-
rea have now demonstrat-
ed a possible way around 
this obstacle. Their design 
allows electrical current to 
move smoothly from a con-
ductive region into a semi-
conducting region without 
crossing the conventional 
junction between two sep-
arate materials. The team 
also directly mapped the 
movement of charges at the 
nanometer scale, providing 
experimental evidence that 
the new interface does not 
disrupt the current.
The advance could support 
the development of smaller 
and more energy-efficient 
electronics, including AI 
processors, low-power de-
vices, and future logic chips.
The research was led by 
Professor Seungbum Hong 
of KAIST’s Department of 
Materials Science and En-
gineering, in collaboration 
with Professor Kibum Kang 
at KAIST and Professor 
Sung Beom Cho’s team at 
Sungkyunkwan University.

Why Contact Resistance 
Holds Back Smaller Chips
transistors depend on metal 
electrodes to deliver elec-
tricity into a semiconduc-
tor. However, the boundary 
where those materials meet 
can resist the movement of 
electrical charges. This con-
tact resistance consumes 
energy, produces heat, and 
limits how much perfor-
mance engineers can gain 
by making transistors 
smaller.
The problem is particular-
ly important for two-di-
mensional semiconduc-
tors. These materials can 
be only one or a few atomic 
layers thick, making them 
attractive for electronics 
that may eventually need 

to operate at dimensions 
beyond the practical lim-
its of conventional silicon. 
Yet their extreme thinness 
also makes it difficult to 
create efficient electrical 
contacts without damag-
ing or altering the semi-
conductor.
Instead of placing a sepa-
rate metal electrode on top 
of the semiconductor, the 
researchers created con-
ductive and semiconduct-
ing regions inside one con-
tinuous sheet of platinum 
diselenide (PtSe₂).
PtSe₂ is especially useful 
for this approach because 
its electronic behavior 
changes with thickness. 
Thicker regions can act as 
a semimetal, while thinner 

regions behave as a semi-
conductor. This allows dif-
ferent electronic functions 
to be built from the same 
underlying material rather 
than joining two unrelated 
materials together.
The resulting structure 
was monolithic, mean-
ing the PtSe₂ film contin-
ued across the boundary 
without a physical break. 
In principle, that seam-
less connection should 
give charges a more direct 
route into the semicon-
ductor and avoid some of 
the resistance created by 
conventional metal con-
tacts.
Watching Current Flow at 
the Nanoscale
test whether that was ac-
tually happening, the team 
used Atomic Force Mi-
croscopy (AFM). The tech-
nique moves an extremely 
fine probe across a surface 
to measure its physical 
and electrical properties at 
very small scales.
The researchers combined 
this approach with in-
plane current detection, 
allowing them to map how 
charges traveled from the 
semimetallic section into 
the semiconducting sec-
tion of the PtSe₂ film. The 
study was published in the 
journal Matter.

Scientists Overcome a Major Electrical 
Bottleneck in Next-Generation Semiconductors

 “Lionel Messi Will Reclaim Record”: 
Kylian Mbappe’s Stunning Remark 

Ahead Of FIFA World Cup 2026 Final
PARIS: France captain Kylian Mbappe believes Lionel 
Messi will reclaim the FIFA World Cup’s all-time scor-
ing record in Monday’s final against Spain, just hours 
after overtaking the Argentina legend on the competi-
tion’s overall scoring charts. Mbappe moved to the top 
of the all-time World Cup scoring list after netting twice 
in France’s thrilling 6-4 defeat to England in the third-
place play-off on Saturday. The brace took the 27-year-
old to 22 World Cup goals from just 22 matches, one 
ahead of Messi’s tally of 21. However, with Argentina 
set to face Spain in the final, Mbappe is convinced the 
eight-time Ballon d’Or winner will respond immediate-
ly. “Leo, he scores all the time. Tomorrow he will score, 
for sure,” Mbappe told Fox Sports after the match.
Both Messi and Mbappe began the 2026 FIFA World 
Cup chasing former Germany striker Miroslav Klose’s 
long-standing record of 16 World Cup goals. Messi first 
equalled and then surpassed Klose during Argentina’s 
campaign before reaching 21 goals, only for Mbappe to 
leapfrog him with his double against England.
Mbappe has enjoyed a sensational tournament in North 
America, taking his tally to 10 goals in eight matches. 
His overall World Cup tally now stands at 22 goals, 
having scored 12 across the 2018 and 2022 editions be-
fore adding 10 more in Canada, Mexico and the United 
States.
His latest strikes also strengthened his grip on the Gold-
en Boot race, leaving him two goals clear of Messi head-
ing into Monday’s final.
Despite the personal milestone, Mbappe admitted the 
record offered little consolation after France missed out 
on a podium finish.
“I just try to help my team every time. It’s certain that 
when you score so many goals in the World Cup, it el-
evates you to certain levels. But I would have preferred 
not to be the top scorer in history and play the match 
tomorrow,” he said.
France’s defeat to England ended Mbappe’s hopes of 
appearing in a second successive World Cup final, but 
the French captain will now watch with interest as Mes-
si gets one last opportunity to reclaim the title of the 
tournament’s most prolific scorer. If the Argentina cap-
tain finds the net against Spain, as Mbappe expects, he 
will once again move ahead of the Frenchman atop the 
World Cup’s all-time scoring charts.

On Sunday, LG Manoj Sinha attended the Ma-
hayajna Dharma Sammelan in Baramulla. In the 
Sanatan tradition, a yajna represents selfless sac-
rifice and shared responsibility aimed at fostering 
global peace. The Sammelan marks a spiritual 
rebirth for the region. It sends a powerful message 
of harmony and national unity from Baramulla 
across Jammu Kashmir and the entire country.


