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It’s not theyearsinyour
life that count. It’s thelife

inyouryears.

—Abraham Lincoln

UN not able
tomovethe
‘needle’on
reforms: India

UNITED NATIONS: The
UNSC's 80-year-old struc-
ture, ill-equipped to address
contemporary challenges,
hasbeen ineffective in ending
human suffering due to rag-
ing conflicts across the globe,
India has said, asitalso
called for the financial archi-
tecture to evolve to better
serve the priorities of devel-
oping countries.

India’s Permanent Rep-
resentative to the UN, Am-
bassador Harish Parvatha-
neni, was addressing the
informal meeting of the Gen-
eral Assembly, ‘Taking Stock
of the Pact for the Future —
Ministerial Roundtable two:
Making Multilateralism Fit
for the Future’, here Tuesday
when he made the remarks
regarding the effectiveness of
the United Nation's Security
Council (UNSC).

“Public perception about
the UN has changed ad-
versely in the recent past, pri-
marily due to the Security
Council’s inability to mean-
ingfully intervene in P> P11
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(entrerollsoutRs1.9 LakhCrore
Semicon, mobileproductionpush

NEW DELHI: The Union
cabinet on Wednesday ap-
proved two major manufac-
turing initiatives with a com-
bined outlay of nearly Rs 1.9
lakh crore (USD 22 billion)
to expand India's semicon-
ductor ecosystem, scale up
mobile phone production
and strengthen its position
as a global electronics man-
ufacturing hub.

The government ap-
proved the Rs 1.271akh crore
(USD 14.6 billion) Semicon
2.0 programme to accelerate
semiconductor design and
manufacturing capabilities,
alongside the Rs 62,500
crore Mobile Phone Manu-
facturing Scheme (MPMS)
aimed at increasing domes-
tic production, boosting ex-
ports and deepening local
value addition in the mobile
phoneindustry.

The semiconductor pro-
gramme builds on the first
phase of the India Semicon-
ductor Mission, and will fo-
cus on six key areas: chip de-
sign, semiconductor
equipment and materials,
fabrication facilities, ad-

Jammu Railway Station
goes fully ‘operational’
with all seven platforms

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: Jammu Tawi Rail-
way Station is now fully opera-
tional with all seven platforms
following the commissioning
of newly constructed plat-
forms 6 and 7 under the sta-
tion redevelopment project,
boosting the station's capac-
ity to handle train operations
and passenger traffic more ef-
ficiently, an official said on
Wednesday.

Along with platforms 6
and 7, the northern railways
Jammu Division has also
made platforms 4 and 5 fully
operational, the official said.

"With the commissioning
of Platforms 6 and 7, the ca-
pacity for simultaneous halt-
ing and operation of more

trains at Jammu Tawi Station
has increased. This will make
train movement smoother, re-
duce halting time, and pro-
vide relief to passengers from
overcrowding," a railway
spokesperson said.

He said with platforms 4
and 5 also becoming opera-
tional, a total of seven plat-
forms are now active at the
station.

"The opening of the new
platforms will provide better
facilities to passengers travel-
ing to and from Jammu and
Kashmir and will strengthen
regional connectivity," the
spokesman said.

He also requested passen-
gers to check train schedules
and platform information
from station P> P11

UK-India FTA:
New 'Gold
Standard' for
Global Trade

NEW DELHI: The UK-
India free trade agree-
ment that took effect on
Wednesday sets a "new
gold standard" for global
trade deals as it delivers
sweeping sectoral bene-
fits and sends a powerful
messagein P> P11

vanced packaging and test-

ing, research and develop-
ment, and talent develop-
ment.

"The Union cabinet un-
der the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
approved Rs 1.27 lakh crore
for Semicon 2.0," Minister
for Electronics and Informa-
tion Technology Ashwini

Vaishnaw said at a news
briefing.

The government expects
the new scheme to attract in-

vestments of around Rs 4

lakh crore and lead to semi-
conductor production worth
Rs 2 lakh crore during the
scheme period.

India is also expected to
export chips worth Rs 1lakh
crore.

"Guidelines of the
schemes will be published in
about 20 days," the minister
said.

Vaishnaw said the
scheme will support the in-
digenous production of chips
designed in India with do-
mestic ownership.

In contrast to the previ-
ous plan, the new » P11
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Pollceattach Rs1.50(Cr
assetsof three peddlers

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

KULGAM: In a significant
action under the ongoing
100 Days Campaign, Kulgam
Police in coordination with
the Revenue Department,
have attached immovable

properties with an estimated
market value of
approximately ¥1.50 crores
in District Kulgam as part of
sustained efforts to curb un-
lawful activities and disman-
tle the infrastructure sup-
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Governor Manoj Sinha Ji to eradicate
» drug menace from union territory of J&K.

GRP nabs 3 inter-State
traffickers with Opium

JAMMU: Government Railway Police (GRP) Jammu on
Wednesday claimed they have arrested three inter-State al-
leged drug peddlers and recovered 287-gram opium-like
substance worth Rs 2 lakh from their possession.

The accused were identified as Bishan Dev alias Bishnu of
House number 366, Gali Number 1, Tehsil and District
Faridkot, Punjab; Vikas of Sansi Colony, Kapoorthala, tehsil
and district Faridkot, Punjab; and Vishal of Mohalla Bagh-
wala, district Jalandhar, Punjab.

GRP Jammu said the trio has been accordingly »> P11
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The EARTH NEWS joins the campaign
launched by Honourable Lieutenant

B Shri Amarnathiji Yatra-2026
LG visits Bhagwati Nagar base camp,

says treat devotees as 'divine guests'

“ Sinha pushes
Jammu tourism,
local crafts
promotion

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: Jammu and Kash-
mir Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha on Wednesday
visited the Bhagwati Nagar
Yatri Niwas here and re-
viewed the facilities and serv-
ices put in place for Shri
Amarnathji Yatra pilgrims.
The lieutenant governor
held a meeting with senior of-
ficials of the Jammu and
Kashmir Police, Army, secu-

rity forces, Shri Amarnathji
Shrine Board and civil admin-
istration to assess the
arrangements at the base
camp.

"I visited Bhagwati Nagar
Yatri Niwas in Jammu today
to review the facilities and
services in place for the ongo-
ing Shri Amarnath P> P11

D6CISFevaluates
security measures

JAMMU: The Director
General of the Central
Industrial Security Force
(CISF) Praveer Ranjan
on Wednesday reviewed
the security arrange-
ments for the ongoing
Shri Amarnathji Yatrain
Jammu.

The pilgrimage has
crossed the three-lakh
mark footfall within 12
days of its commence-
ment. The 57-day annual
pilgrimage to the P> P11

Over 6K pilgrims
leavebasecamp

JAMMU: A fresh batch
of 6,251 pilgrims left the
Bhagwati Nagar base
camp here early Wednes-
day for the twin base
camps of the Shri Amar-
nathji cave shrine in
south Kashmir amid
multi-tier security
arrangements, officials
said.

The 14th batch com-
prised 3,266 pilgrims
heading for the tradi-
tional 48-km P> P11

BhairavYatra
joinsintangible
heritagelist

JAMMU: The Bhairav Ya-
tra of Rajouri has been offi-
ciallyincluded in the Na-
tional Inventory of
Intangible Cultural Her-
itage of India.

Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha welcomed it
asa "proud moment" and
congratulated the Rajouri
Administration and the
Department of Culture,
J&K, for securing the pres-
tigious recognition.

Rajouri's centuries-old
Bhairav Yatrais a sacred
procession held annually
in the main markets of the
border district just before
Holi.

Dedicated to Lord Kala
Bhairava, the vibrant festi-
val preserves the » P11

Hole in field triggers search
near 1B; no tunnel detected

2 shells found; search conducted at B’la

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU/SRINAGAR: A
search operation was launched
on Wednesday following the
discovery of a suspicious hole
in an agricultural field near the
International Border (IB) in
Samba district of Jammu and
Kashmir, triggering fears of a
cross-border infiltration tun-
nel, officials said.

After a detailed inspection,
the possibility of a tunnel was
ruled out, the officials said.

Following the informa-
tion, a joint team of the Army,
Border Security Force and po-

lice rushed to the scene at
Jarain village in Ghagwal area
and initiated a thorough
search and digging operation
to verify the nature of the suspi-
cious hole.

The officials said the site
was immediately cordoned off,
while technical experts exam-
ined the suspected opening to
determine whether it was
linked to a cross-border tunnel
used for infiltration of terror-
ists.

They said the suspected
opening was found to be
merely a hole in the ground
and there was no evidence of

any underground tunnel or
cross-border infiltration route.

Security forces continue to
maintain heightened vigilance
along the border, which has
witnessed tunnel-digging at-
tempts by Pakistan-based ele-
ments in the past, the officials
said.

Early this month, the BSF
undertook a massive anti-tun-
nelling operation along the IB
to detect and prevent any
cross-border infiltration at-
tempts through underground
tunnels.

Between 2011 and 2021,
the BSF unearthed »> P11

Dr Jitendrareleases
Rs1500 CrforBRCP

NEW DELHI: Union Min-
ister Dr Jitendra Singh on
Wednesday released Rs 1,500
crore under the third phase of
the Biomedical Research Ca-
reer Programme (BRCP) to
expand support for outstand-
ing biomedical researchers
across different career stages,
and promote collaborative
and translational research.
The BRCP was first initi-
ated in 2008 by the Depart-
ment of Biotechnology in
partnership with the London-
based Wellcome Trust, a
charitable foundation fo-
cused on health research. Its
third phase has a total outlay
of Rs 1,500 crore, including
Rs 1,000 crore from the De-
partment of Biotechnology

and Rs 500 crore from the
trust.

In a statement, Singh
said, "The Biomedical Re-
search Career Programme
has evolved far beyond a fel-
lowship initiative and has es-
tablished itself as one of In-
dia's most respected scientific
career platforms."

He added that the initia-
tive had strengthened re-
searchers not only through fi-
nancial support but also by
enhancing their scientific cre-
dentials, international visibil-
ity, and professional oppor-
tunities.

Since its launch, BRCP
has supported more than 500
researchers, strengthened
biomedical research P> P11

Al reshapes job market, defining
new economic landscape° Sinha

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: Dr. Suresh
Awasthi Smriti Nyas in
Varanasi on Wednesday or-
ganised a commemorative
event to observe his 20th
Punya Smriti Diwas. Lieu-
tenant Governor, Manoj
Sinha delivered the keynote
address on “Al: Effects and
Side Effects”.

The Lieutenant Governor
paid his heartfelt tribute to
Dr. Awasthi, a remarkable
personality who embodied
knowledge and humility. He
said Dr. Awasthi was a distin-
guished scholar and a vision-
ary who saw political science
as a powerful instrument for

shaping society and strength-
ening the nation. The Lieu-
tenant Governor observed
that Dr. Awasthi inspired in-
dependent thinking and his
ideals remain timeless, and it
is imperative that the

younger generation emulate
his thoughts and values,
channeling them into the no-
ble task of nation building.

In his keynote address,
the Lieutenant Governor said
that AI has changed the way
we educate and hire the
workforce and it has funda-
mentally reshaped the job
market, defining the eco-
nomic landscape of our era.
He said there are moments in
history when human civiliza-
tion enters a new age.

“The invention of the
wheel, the development of
printing, the steam engine,
the discovery of electricity,
the spread of computers and
the internet, each P> P11

WPRfamilies
reiterateland
Rightsdemand

JAMMU: Members of the
erstwhile West Pakistani
Refugees (WPRs) commu-
nity on Wednesday de-
manded early grant of land
ownership rights and release
of one-time settlement bene-
fits.

The members claimed
that hundreds of eligible fam-
ilies have yet to receive the re-
lief promised by the govern-
ment.

The demands were raised
during a gathering here un-
der the leadership of the West
Pakistani Refugees chairper-
son Labha Ram Gandhi.

"Around 902 P> P11

J-K Bank powers Mission YUVA
with above 30K loan sanctions

(1 Signs salary
package
MoU with IA
MultiVentures

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: Reinforcing
its unwavering commitment
to the Government of
Jammu & Kashmir's flag-
ship employment initiative,
J&K Bank has crossed the
landmark milestone of
30000 loan sanctions under
Mission YUVA, taking the
cumulative number of sanc-
tioned cases to 30,063. The
Bank has also disbursed
loans in more than 26580

Economic and

Social
I'ransformation

~J&K Bank

cases, reflecting sustained
efforts to convert entrepre-
neurial aspirations into vi-
able enterprises on the
ground.

The milestone under-
scores the Bank's proactive
role in implementing Mis-
sion YUVA by extending
timely financial support to

aspiring entrepreneurs and
enabling livelihood genera-
tion across the Union Terri-
tory.

Congratulating the staff
on the achievement, MD &
CEO Amitava Chatterjee
said, "Crossing the mile-
stone of 30,000 sanctions
under Mission P> P11

Ex-Sarpanch
diesas boulder
crushescar

JAMMU: A former
sarpanch was killed after a
boulder fell on his car on the
Jammu-—Srinagar National
Highway in Ramban district
on Wednesday, police offi-
cials said.

Mohd Igbal Tantray (60)
was driving from Seri village
to Ramban town when the
boulder rolled down the hill-
side and struck his vehicle
near Trishul Morh, the offi-
cials said.

Station House Officer
(SHO), Ramban, Vikram
Singh Parihar said the rock
struck Tantray on the head,
leaving him critically injured.

He was rushed to the dis-
trict Hospital Ramban, where
doctors declared him P> P11

Nochangeinplanfor Statehood protest: (M

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah said on
Wednesday that the National
Conference will proceed with
its plan to protest the delay in
restoring statehood in Delhi,
despite the recent death of
his uncle, Sheikh Mustafa
Kamal.

Abdullah earlier an-
nounced a fresh phase of
protests beginning July 20
against the Centre in the na-
tional capital over the "unex-
plained delay" in restoring
statehood to the Union terri-
tory.
"There will be no change
in that," Abdullah told re-
porters after visiting his un-
cle's residence to pay condo-
lences. His uncle was also the

additional general secretary
of the National Conference.

Abdullah said his uncle
would not have wanted the
party to change the pro-
gramme.

"Kamal sahib would not
have wanted any change in
that. His health condition de-
teriorated on July 11, and the
doctors told us that he might
not survive that day. Still,
party president Farooq Ab-

dullah directed us that what-
ever happens to Kamal, the
party will continue with its
July 12 programme (in
Jammu). So, since we were
not ready to cancel the July
12 programme, this (protest
in Delhi) will definitely go
on," he said.

When asked whether the
party had received permis-
sion for the July 20 protest at
Jantar Mantar in Delhi, the
chief minister said no per-
mission had been granted
yet.

"Not yet. We have been
kept waiting. As T have stated,
we know how to keep pa-
tience," he said.

Abdullah said if permis-
sion at Jantar Mantar is de-
nied, the party will keep an
alternate plan ready for the
protest. "We will wait, P> P11



