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Stop Diarrhea campaign gains momentum in J&K

ed sanitation drives and highlighted
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SRINAGAR: The Stop Diarrhea cam-
paign is making significant strides,
with numerous awareness drives con-
ducted in various districts of Jammu &

Kashmir.

These efforts are part of the ongoing
campaign under the Swachh Bharat
Mission-Gramin (SBM-G), aiming to
reduce diarrhea cases, improve public
health, and alleviate the financial bur-
den of medical bills on families.

The campaign, spearheaded by the Di-
rectorate of Rural Sanitation, Depart-
ment of Rural Development and Pan-
chayati Raj J&K, under the supervision
of Secretary RD&PR, Dr. Shahid Igbal
Choudhary has involved special aware-
ness and Information, Education, and

Communication (IEC) drives.
These initiatives have

engaged
school-going children, senior citizens,
social workers, SHGs, former PRI
members, Block Development Officers
(BDOs), and field staff, ensuring the
widespread dissemination of crucial

{ ““

health information.

munities,

Interactive sessions were held in
schools to educate children about the
importance of hand washing, safe
drinking water, and proper sanitation
practices. BDOs and field staff have
been instrumental in mobilizing com-
conducting  door-to-door
awareness drives, distributing educa-
tional materials, and engaging with
residents on preventive measures.

Director General Rural Sanitation,

Anoo Malhotra remarked, “The Stop
Diarrhea Campaign is essential in our
mission to protect public health. By
involving school children, senior cit-
izens, social workers, SHGs and our
dedicated field staff, we are making
sure that the message of hygiene and
prevention reaches every household.
This collaborative effort is vital in re-
ducing diarrhea cases and improving
the overall health of our communities.”
The awareness drives have also includ-

the importance of timely medical in-
tervention.

The public response to the campaign
has been overwhelmingly positive,
with communities expressing their
gratitude for the valuable information :
and support provided.

As the Stop Diarrhea Campaign con-
tinues to expand, the focus remains on
sustaining these efforts to ensure every
child and family in Jammu & Kashmir
’ has the knowledge and resources to
' .se | prevent and manage diarrhea effec-
2= | tively. This initiative not only aims to
reduce the incidence of diarrhea but :
also to improve the overall health of
people and save families from the fi-
nancial strain of medical bills.
Pertinently, Stop Diarrhea campaign
is to create awareness towards the use
and promotion of ‘Safe Water and San-
itation’ at village/ panchayat level. The
8 weeks of campaign started from 1st
July to 31st August 2024 to address
root-cause of diarrheal and its associ-
ated diseases.

DC Kupwara chairs Rent
Assessment Committee meeting
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KUPWARA: In order to fi-
nalize the various Rent
Assessment Cases of the
buildings under-utilization
of different Government
Departments, a meeting of
the District Rent Assess-
ment Committee (DRAC)
was held under the chair-
personship of Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Kupwara,
Ayushi Sudan here.

During the DRAC meeting,
as many as 37 rent cases of
buildings presently used by
Government Departments
including School Educa-
tion, Handicraft & Hand-
loom, Social Welfare, Food
Civil Supplies and Con-
sumer Affairs, Health, Skill
development, Ayush, R&B,
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Department of Libraries
and Research, Medical
College and Police Depart-
ment were put forth before
the Committee for fixing of
monthly rent.

The Committee deliberat-
ed on all the rent assess-
ment cases in detail and

each case was examined
thoroughly keeping in view
various administrative and
other necessities.

On the occasion, out of
the total 37 cases, 27 cas-
es were approved while 10
other cases were scheduled
to be put up again due to

some technical deficien-
cies.

The Chairperson DRAC
meticulously reviewed the
functioning of GMC boys
and Girls hostels from
rented accommodations
and took stock of facilities
being provided.

She also took the appraisal
of the availability of food
store buildings for dump-
ing of winter stocks at far-

Machil, Jumgund, Kamka-
di and Budnumbal.

The DC impressed upon
the Officers to ensure that
vacant govt. buildings are
occupied for official pur-
poses and rented accom-
modation remains the last
option. She emphasized
that government buildings
should be constructed by
concerned departments on
priority. Meeting was at-
tended by Principal GMC
Handwara, Dr. Khursh-
eed, CPO Kupwara, Parvaiz
Ahmed, CMO, CEO, Exec-
utive Engineers and other
concerned officers.
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KU organises 2-day
orientation programme on

SRINAGAR: To enhance the
digital pedagogical skills
of the wuniversity faculty
members and encouraging
a culture of innovation in
education, the Educational
Multimedia Research Cen-

itre (EMRC), University of

Kashmir (KU), in collabora-
tion with the Department of
Communication and Jour-
nalism (DCJ), Central Uni-
versity of Kashmir (CUK),
Thursday inaugurated a two-
day orientation programme

i here.
: Titled,

‘Orientation  Pro-
gramme on the Development
of Massive Open Online
Courses/Digital ~ Content’,
the programme focuses on
the development of Mas-
sive Open Online Courses
(MOOCs) and digital con-

: tent for the faculty of Central
i University of Kashmir.

Nearly 70 faculty members
from CUK are attending
the programme that will be
equipped with the necessary
skills and knowledge to de-
velop and deliver effective
digital content, ultimately

! enhancing the quality of ed-
off areas of Karnah, Keran, :

ucation provided to students.
In her message, KU
Vice-Chancellor, Prof Nilofer
Khan said while the essence
of education lies in the hu-
man connection between
teacher and student, inte-
technology-based

“We must harness the pow-
er of digital tools to enhance
pedagogical practices, mak-
ing education more accessi-
ble, flexible and effective,”
she reiterated. KU Registrar,
Prof Naseer Igbal, empha-

i sised the importance of in-
: tegrating digital content in

higher education to meet the
evolving needs of students.

tional teaching, however, as
educators and academicians,
we have to encourage peo-
ple and promote technolo-
gy-based learning at all aca-
demic levels to stay relevant
in today’s rapidly-changing
dynamics of education sys-
tem,” he said. Dean, Aca-
demic Affairs, CUK, Prof
Shahid Rasool, highlighted
the pivotal role of digital and
open learning in democratis-
ing education like the online
and blended modes of teach-
ing-learning.

“The role of a teacher is con-
stantly changing and is be-
coming more challenging as
today’s teacher has to deal
with the ‘digital natives’.
However, COVID was a
game-changer in introducing
technology into education
that gave our teacher a wider
reach,” he said adding that
technology allows flexibility
of time and convenience in
academic pursuits. Direc-
tor, EMRC, Dr Salima Jan,
outlined the genesis of plat-
forms like SWAYAM and
noted the objectives of such
learning modes and models.
“We are living in a world
where knowledge is no lon-
ger confined to the pages of

opment

|
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ctbooks but rather acces-
sible at the tap of a screen,”
she said adding that it is
the teachers who strength-
en communities by enabling
them to navigate the ever-in-
volving landscape of digi-
tal platforms and embrace
emerging technologies.
Producer at EMRC and Co-
ordinator of the programme,
Ajaz-ul-Haque,  discussed
the practical aspects of
MOOC development, shar-
ing insights on content cre-
ation, engagement strategies
and the technological tools
necessary for effective on-
line teaching. “We all have
a thread in common and
that thread is technology.
As teachers we sing our re-
spective songs, but under a
common music in the back-
ground that is technology,”
he said adding that with
technology we raise the slo-
gan of change and “before we
embrace the change, we need
to understand it first”.
Dr Tariq Abdullah, Producer
at EMRC, proposed the for-
mal vote of thanks while as,
Mohammad Faheem Ul Is-
lam, Academic Coordinator,
DTH (SPANDAN), EMRC,
conducted the proceedings
of the inaugural function.

No Tents will be
allowed in Gulmarg
without permission: GDA

SRINAGAR: Citing environ-
mental concerns and illegal
activities, the Gulmarg De-
velopment Authority (GDA)
on Thursday informed that
no tents will be allowed in
Gulmarg without proper per-
mission.

Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
Gulmarg Development Au-
thority, Waseem Raja. In a
communique said that to
protect the eco-fragile zone of
Gulmarg and maintain its sta-
tus as a world-famous tourist
destination, the installation
of tents will now require prior
permission from the GDA.
The directive comes in re-
sponse to the increasing
number of tents being set up
without proper authoriza-
tion, leading to issues such
as littering, illegal parking
on green slopes, lighting fires
on greens, and law and order
problems. Visitors wishing
to install tents in Gulmarg
must apply for permission via
email at gulmarggda@gmail.
com or through WhatsApp at
8803993001. No tents will be
allowed without prior approv-
al from the GDA, the commu-

nique added.

ADC Kupwara stresses for

timely completion of projects
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KUPWARA: On the in-
structions of the Deputy
Commissioner, Kupwara,
Ayushi Sudan, the Addi-
tional Deputy Commis-
sioner ADC) Kupwara, M
Rouf Rahman today had
an extensive tour to the
border area of Keran to
take stock of the situation,
efficient delivery of public
services and review the
functioning of Tehsil Level
offices at Mini Secretariat
Keran.

The ADC took an extensive
review of achievements of
different departments and
emphasized on focusing
on efficient public service
delivery.

During the visit, the ADC
held an interactive meeting
with the people including
Senior citizens, Market As-
sociation, Tourist Players,
Lumberdars, Chowkidars
and other stakeholders of
Keran who apprised the
ADC about the issues being
faced by people of Keran
and Tourists visiting the
area. Key issues raised in-

cluded the mobile network
connectivity, parking area,
road connectivity, macada-
misation and cleanliness.
The ADC gave a patient
hearing to the grievances of
the public and assured ear-
ly action on all the genuine
demands in a time bound
manner. He emphasized
the importance of inter-de-
partmental coordination
and stressed the need for
timely completion of ongo-
ing developmental projects
in the area.

DC Athar asks officers to ensure

suspended in Anantnag

timely completion of JJM work
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KULGAM: To evaluate the
progress of the Jal Jeevan
Mission (JJM) in the dis-
trict, Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Kulgam, Athar Aamir
Khan today chaired a meet-

i ing with concerned officers

| | of the Jal Shakti Depart-

A /

The ADC impressed upon
the Officers and field func-
tionaries to work with zeal

and added dedication to ‘:
i JJM, the district has a total

facilitate the people of this
border area with efficient
public services delivery so
that people and tourists
do not face any inconve-
nience.

The meeting was attended
by Tehsildar Keran, SHO
Keran, Principal, HSS Ker-
an, NT, Health, R&B, RDD,
Forest, Food, Education &
Revenue officials.

ment at mini-secretariat,
here.

During the meeting, the DC
reviewed both the physical
and financial progress of the
works being executed under
the Jal Jeevan Mission in
the district.

The Executive Engineer
gave a detailed brief of all
works to the chair. It was
also informed that under the

of 143 schemes encompass-
ing 213 works, with several
works already completed.

Emphasizing the impor-
tance of JJM as a flagship
program aimed at cover-
ing all households, officers
were instructed to work in
coordination to ensure the
smooth execution of JJM

i works in their respective

areas by the DC. Various
issues and bottlenecks were
comprehensively discussed
during the meeting imped-
ing the speedy completion
of few projects.

The DC instructed the
concerned to ensure time-
ly completion and target
achievement under Jal Je-

evan Mission. He instruct-
ed for strict measures like
penalties and blacklisting of
contractors/firms failing to
meet project conditions and
deadlines.

The meeting was attended
by JDP-Zahid Sajjad; Exec-
utive Engineers, AEEs and
other officers.

License of medical
establishment

ANANTNAG: In ajoint oper-
ation, the Drug Control Au-
thority Anantnag and local
police conducted inspections
of over 20 medical establish-
ments in the Achabal area.

During the inspection, most
of the establishments were
found to be compliant, while

% i GM Medicate Achabal was
2 : found violating license con-

ditions and dispensing ex-
pired medication to a patient
as such action was taken
against the erring. The li-
cense of the erring has been
suspended for a period of
10 days, and the authorities
have issued a stern warning,
indicating that further vio-
lations could lead to perma-
nent license cancellation.

% i Following the inspections, an
{ awareness program was con-

ducted at the Achabal town
hall to educate pharmacists
about Good Pharmacy Prac-
tices, medication handling,
storage, and legal regula-
tions under the Drugs and
Cosmetics Act. The local po-
lice also participated in the
event. This action highlights
the authorities’ commitment
to ensuring the quality and

i safety of medication.

DLSA reviews cases of 41 under trial prisoners
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SRINAGAR: The District
Legal Services Authority
(DLSA) Srinagar, under
the aegis of J&K Legal Ser-
vices Authority, successful-
ly convened the inaugural
2nd quarterly meeting of
the Under Trial Review
Committee (UTRC) in the
office chamber of the Prin-
cipal District & Session
Judge (Chairman DLSA)
Srinagar.

The meeting, chaired by
Jawad Ahmed, Principal
District & Session Judge
(Chairman DLSA) Sri-
nagar, witnessed active
participation from key
stakeholders, including
senior officials from the
judiciary, police, adminis-
tration, and medical frater-
nity.

The committee reviewed
the cases of 41 under tri-
al prisoners, engaging in
thorough discussions and
deliberations to ensure fair

and expedited trials.
Each case was meticu-
lously examined, and after
thoughtful consideration,
the committee formulated
suitable recommendations
tailored to the specific cir-
cumstances of each indi-
vidual. The meeting aimed

to streamline the criminal
justice system and uphold
the principles of equity and
justice.

Chairman of the meeting,
emphasized the paramount
importance of UTRC gath-
erings in ensuring fair and
expedited trials for under

trial prisoners. He under-
scored the need for regular
initiatives such as these to
strengthen the criminal

justice system and protect

the rights of under trial
prisoners.

The meeting was attended
by Ashish Mishra, S.S.P Sri-
nagar; Syed Ahmad Katar-
ia, ADC Srinagar; Sheikh

tral Jail Srinagar; Jahangir
Ahmad Bakshi, Secretary
DLSA Srinagar; Meena
Gowhar, Public Prosecut-
ing Officer, Srinagar; Dr.

cal Officer, Central Jail Sri-
nagar; Saad Ganie, Chief
Legal Aid Defense Counsel
and Zulfi Tasneem, Deputy
Legal Aid Counsel. DLSA

Srinagar is committed to i

ensuring that the rights of
under trial prisoners are
protected, and that they
receive fair and speedy
trials. The UTRC meetings
are a crucial step towards
achieving this goal.

Indian Army’s Skill Development Center
Along LOC Empowers Women in Gurez Valley

Tauseef Ahmad

BANDIPORA: In a com-
mendable initiative aimed at
empowering the women of
Gurez Valley, along the Line
of Control (LOC) the Indian
Army, in collaboration with
the Healing Touch Founda-

i tion, an NGO dedicated t
Zulfikar Azad, SSP, Cen- 1on, an edicated to

improving the quality of life
in the remote areas of the
valley, has established a skill
development center. This
center focuses on providing

. c I ! vocational training, enabling
Sheikh Athar Senior Medi- :

the women of Kanzalwan
area in Bandipora district to
live a livelihood through de-
tergent making.

One of the beneficiaries of
this one-of-its-kind initiative
shared her experience: “Pre-
viously, we were confined to
household chores, but now,
with the Indian Army-spon-
sored center, we are not only
earning for our families but

i also acquiring new skills.
i These skills empower us to

,{ [

teach other girls in our com-
munity as well.”

She further explained, “The
detergent we produce un-
der the brand name ‘Har-
mukh Sheen’ is distributed
to various areas in the Gurez
Valley, where it has received
positive feedback. We aim
to expand our sales to other
parts of the district and the
entire valley in the future.”
Another young participant
expressed her gratitude,
saying, “We are thankful to

36 Rashtriya Rifles for cre-
ating such opportunities for
us to earn our livelihood. We
hope that more opportuni-
ties like this will be created
in the future, allowing us
to learn and master various
other skills. Our detergent
is chemical-free, gentle on
clothes, and competitively
priced compared to other
products in the market.”

This initiative by 36 Rash-
triya Rifles and Healing
Touch Foundation not only

ke ¥
provides financial inde-
pendence to these girls but
also instills confidence and
a sense of purpose. By em-
powering these young wom-
en with practical skills, the
program fosters a culture
of self-reliance and com-
munity development in the
Gurez Valley. The skill de-
velopment center stands as
a beacon of hope, promising
a brighter and more pros-
perous future for the women
of this region.




