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Holding on to anger
is like grasping a hot
coal with the intent of
throwing it at someone
else; you are the one
who gets burned.

-Buddha
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andmark success in Zojila Tunnel;
blast breakthrough last 2.> metres

Golden day in India’ s_mfrastructure h|story Gadkari

B FEARTH NEWS SERVICE

MINIMARG (LADAKH): The
Zojila tunnel connecting
the Kashmir Valley to La-
dakh took a crucial step to-
wards completion on Tues-
day with a blast breaking
through the last 2.5 metres
of the high-altitude infra-
structure project that cuts
through the Himalayas.

With this, the two ends
of the world’s longest sin-
gle-tube bi-directional by-
pass, which will cut travel
time from 1.5 hours to 15
minutes, have now been
connected, officials said.

“Breakthrough in the 2.5
metre distance in the tun-
nel has been successfully
achieved,” an official said.

The breakthrough has
brought the decades-old
dream of all-weather con-
nectivity between the Kash-
mir Valley and Ladakh clos-
er to reality.

Union Minister for Road
Transport and Highways
Nitin Gadkari pressed the
remote button, blasting the
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SRINAGAR: Lieu-
tenant Governor Manoj
Sinha on Tuesday joined
the Union Minister for
Road Transport and
Highways Nitin Gad-
kari at the breakthrough
ceremony of the historic
Zojila Tunnel. The
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Omar pushes
for direct air
link to Kargil

MINIMARG: Jammu
and Kashmir Chief Min-
ister Omar Abdullah on
Tuesday appealed to
Union minister Nitin
Gadkari to use his influ-
ence to launch direct air
connectivity to Kargil.
Speaking at the break
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NH-44 to get
new two-tube
tunnel project

JAMMU: Union min-
ister Jitendra Singh on
Tuesday announced that
a proposal to construct a
new two-lane tube tun-
nel parallel to the ex-
isting Dr Syama Prasad
Mookerjee tunnel on the
Chenani-Nashri stretch,
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India urges world to hold Pak
accountable for PoJK violence

‘Massacre can’t be passed off as Military Op’

NEW DELHI/UNIT-
ED NATIONS: India on
Tuesday came down hard
on Islamabad for its “bru-
tality” against people in
Pakistan-Occupied ~ Jam-
mu-Kashmir (PoJK) and
called on the international
community to hold that
country accountable for its
“abuses”.

India’s reaction came as
over 20 people were report-
edly killed in police action
on protesters in several

parts of PoJK. External Af-
fairs Ministry spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal, slamming
Pakistan, said there have
been “desperate” attempts
by Islamabad to cover up
its “failings” and deflect
attention away from its al-
leged human rights abuses.
“We continue to see in
this context, a pattern of
fake news and videos ema-
nating from Pakistan. [tis a

desperate attempt by
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Kashmiris
protest at
Bradford

LONDON: Kashmiri
protesters on Tuesday
staged a demonstration
in front of the Pakistani
Consulate in Bradford,
the UK, over the firing
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Army fires
atPakdrone
along LoC

JAMMU: Army troops
opened fire at a Pakistani
drone after it intruded into
Indian territory in Poonch
district, but it returned to
Pakistan-occupied Jammu
Kashmir (PoJK) after brief-
ly hovering over some for-
ward Indian posts, officials
said on Tuesday.

The drone was spotted
over some forward Indian
posts in the Balakote area
of the Mendhar sector late
Monday night, the offi-
cials said. They said Indian
Army troops fired around
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NIAraidsin
terror-gangster
nexus probes

NEW DELHI: The Na-
tional Investigation Agency
(NTA) on Tuesday searched
multiple locations in Pun-
jab and Haryana in connec-
tion with three terror-gang-
ster network cases related
to Pakistan-based terrorist
Shahzad Bhatti.

NIA teams conducted
coordinated searches at
multiple premises at 18
locations in nine districts
of the two states and ex-
amined several persons to
gather relevant informa-
tion.

They also seized several
digital devices and docu-
ments, along with infor-
mation linked with various
communication networks,
financial transactions and
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FROM MEMORIES: Glimpse to Kashmir's
‘darkest days’ through R P Singh's vision

B EARTHNEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: Senior BJP leader
and party national spokes-
person R.P. Singh has re-
called a 1992 episode from
his days with The Indian
Express, describing how
terrorists had allegedly
banned the newspaper’s
edition in the Kashmir Val-
ley during the height of the
insurgency and how the
restriction was later lifted
after his intervention.
According to a video
shared by Singh on social
media, he was associated
with The Indian Express
at the time and was sent to
Kashmir by the newspaper
management to look into
the matter. The episode re-
lates to March 1992, when
terrorist groups reportedly

prohibited circulation of
the Delhi edition in the Val-
ley and ordered the news-
paper’s Srinagar-based
correspondent to leave
Kashmir, alleging “biased
and distorted reporting.”
Singh said he stayed
at Hotel Ahdoo’s near Dal
Lake during his visit and

spent 21 days working to re-
solve the issue. He claimed
that the ban was eventually
withdrawn and the news-
paper’s correspondent re-
sumed work in Srinagar.

The incident occurred
during one of the most vi-
olent phases of terrorism in
Jammu and Kashmir, when
journalists and media or-
ganisations were operat-
ing under severe pressure.
Historical accounts from
that period record numer-
ous instances of threats,
intimidation, restrictions
on newspaper distribution,
kidnappings and attacks
targeting journalists and
editors.

In his recollection,
Singh argued that the ban
on The Indian Express
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Govt ropes in J&K Bank to provide Rs 5L
accident cover, benefits to Dally Wagers

B EARTHNEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: The Govern-
ment of Jammu & Kashmir
as per its commitment to
inclusive financial empow-
erment today entered into
a significant Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU)
with J&K Bank to extend a
host of banking, insurance
and credit-related bene-
fits to daily-rated workers,
contractual employees, and
other casual workers en-
gaged by the Government.
The occasion was graced
by the Chief Secretary, Atal
Dulloo and was held in

the presence of Financial
Commissioner (Additional
CS), Finance, Shailendra
Kumar, J&K Bank MD &

CEO, Amitava Chatterjee,
CGM, Ashutosh Sareen and
other senior officials of the
Government and the Bank.

General Manager (RAM/
GSS/DLM) Rakesh Mago-

tra signed the agreement
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Drug peddler’s house valued
Rs 1.10 Cr attached in Kathua

B EARTHNEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: The Disrict Po-
lice on Tuesday attached
a property worth over Rs
1.10 crore belonging to an
alleged drug peddler in
Kathua district, officials
said.

The attached property
was a double-storey house
in Ramkot in Billawar and
belonged to Mohd Arif, a
local, they said.

Officials said the prop-
erty was attached under
the provisions of the Nar-
cotic Drugs and Psycho-
tropic Substances (NDPS)
Act after it was identified
as having been allegedly
acquired through pro-
ceeds from drug sale.

The EARTH NEWS joins the campaign
launched by Honourable Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha Ji to eradicate
drug menace from union territory of J&K.

B ‘&\91 POLICE Ky, B{

Q\" POLICE STATION BILLAWAR &% Mukt Bharat Abhiyan
ATTACHMENT NOTICE

THIS IS INFORMATION FOR GENERAL PUBLIC
THE HOUSE OF MOKD AR S0 KASHOOR AL RO RAMKOT
TEHSIL RAMKOT DISTRICT KATHUA
| nmmmuznsmznunmszcnnnesvmm F NOPS ACT 198
| Note |

JK ABHIYAAN

Police, Team
NMBA intensify
anti-drug drive

GANDOH: Gandoh
Police, in collabora-
tion with Team Nasha

(NMBA), intensified its
anti-drug awareness
campaign through a se-
ries of awareness and
counselling sessions for
students in the Gandoh
area of district Doda on
Tuesday.

As part of the ini-
tiative, an awareness
programme was organ-
ised at Police Station

The action was carried
out under the supervision
of Senior Superintendent
of Police (SSP) Kathua
Mohita Sharma.

According to police, the

Gandoh, where DySP

property was estimated | Bhalesa Lov Karan,
to have a market value of | NMBA Brand Ambassa-
around Rs 1.10 crore. dor Vinay Thakur and SI

They said Mohd Arif
has been involved in
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Kalasha Devi interacted
with students and
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Census: A Guarantee of Privacy
Your Information is Completely Secure

Let us fulfill our responsibility
and participate in the Census

7 First Phase of VCensus 2027 ;
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Trust and Participation

=  Give correct information

= Give information without fear

= Support the nation's development
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Your Information
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= Will remain confidential

= Will be used only for Nation-Building
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