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SONBHADRA: Union Petro-
leum and Natural Gas Min-
ister Hardeep Singh Puri 
on Saturday said petrol and 
diesel prices in the country 
have not effectively increased 
despite volatility in global 
crude oil markets.
Addressing a press confer-
ence during his visit to Son-
bhadra as part of the Cen-
tre’s campaign marking 12 
years of the Narendra Modi 
government, Puri further 
said that Sonbhadra in Uttar 
Pradesh is shedding its im-
age of being a backward re-
gion and is moving towards 
becoming a model district.
“If we look at the situation in 
real terms, there has been no 
increase in petrol and diesel 
prices in the country,” Puri 
said.
He said Prime Minister Nar-

endra Modi had reduced cen-
tral excise duty in November 
2021, May 2022 and again 
recently, resulting in the gov-
ernment bearing a burden of 
around Rs 10 per litre each 
on petrol and diesel.
Responding to a question on 
whether domestic fuel prices 
would be reduced in view of 

softer international crude oil 
prices, Puri said, “There are 
193 countries in the United 
Nations and only Japan has 
seen a lower increase in pe-
troleum prices than India.”
He said the overall increase 
in petrol and diesel prices 
had been limited to Rs 7.60 
and added that compared to 

prices prevailing during the 
Russia-Ukraine conflict that 
began in 2022, “there has ac-
tually been no increase.”
Referring to tensions around 
the Strait of Hormuz, the 
minister said oil marketing 
companies were incurring 
losses of about Rs 1,000 
crore per day, but the gov-
ernment ensured that the 
burden was not passed on to 
consumers.
“If compared with 2022 pric-
es, the rates are actually low-
er,” he said.
Puri said oil companies were 
holding inventories of crude 
purchased at higher prices 
and fuel prices could soft-
en once lower-priced crude 
reached refiners.
“At present, companies have 
stocks of crude oil bought at 
higher prices. When crude 

purchased at lower prices 
reaches them, there is a pos-
sibility of a reduction in fuel 
prices,” he said.
Highlighting development 
in Sonbhadra, Puri said the 
district had secured the top 
position in Government of 
India’s Delta Ranking pro-
gramme.
“Sonbhadra is moving out of 
the identity of backwardness 
and will soon establish itself 
as a model district,” he said, 
attributing the progress to 
the “double-engine govern-
ment” of the Centre and the 
state.
The minister said India had 
achieved unprecedented 
progress in infrastructure, 
energy, social security, wel-
fare and self-reliance during 
the past 12 years under Mo-
di’s leadership.

No real spike in petrol, diesel prices in India 
despite global crude oil market volatility: Puri

MUMBAI: Reliance Retail 
officially announced at the 
49th annual general meet-
ing (AGM) of the Mukesh 
Ambani-led Reliance In-
dustries Ltd on Friday that 
it plans to expand into man-
ufacturing and exports, be-
sides increasing its presence 
in fast-moving consumer 
goods (FMCG) categories.
Speaking at Reliance In-
dustries AGM, Chairperson 
Mukesh Ambani said, “Re-
liance Retail is now poised 
for another great leap for-
ward. Between Reliance Re-
tail and RCPL, we will add 
two powerful growth-boost-
ing platforms”.
The company will build two 
dedicated platforms for 
manufacturing and exports, 
as part of its broader push 
towards consumer goods 

space, he said, even as he 
unveiled an advanced man-
ufacturing platform which 
will manufacture beverages, 
daily essentials and fresh 
food.
“This category is in urgent 
need of waste reduction, 
hygiene promotion and 
higher safety standards. We 
will modernise by bringing 
our sourcing, cold-chain 
and distribution strength 
to fresh produce. This will 
give farmers fairer returns, 
shopkeepers dependable 
supply and every family 
fresher food at fairer pric-
es,” Mukesh Ambani said at 
the AGM.
Reliance Retail has part-
nered with 21 clusters 
across India to produce gar-
ments, even as it aims to do 
the same in the electronics 

sector, aiming to provide af-
fordable products including 
smartphones, smart eye-
wear as well as connected 
wearables.
The exports platform of Re-
liance Retail is an extension 
of the manufacturing verti-
cal, with the aim for scalable 
and strong FMCG business.
In Q4FY26, Reliance Re-
tail’s net profit remained 
little changed on sequential 
basis, according to an ex-
change filing on April 24.
The company posted its 
consolidated bottom line at 
Rs 3,574 crore in the quar-
ter ended March, compared 
to Rs 3,558 crore in the 
previous quarter. Revenue 
from operations rose mar-
ginally by 1percent to Rs 
98,457 crore from Rs 97,912 
crore in Q3FY26.

Reliance Retail to expand into 
Manufacturing, Exports, FMCG

LONDON: An Indian man 
who admitted smuggling 
migrants from the UK to 
France in the back of trucks 
has been jailed for more 
than five years by a court in 
south-east England.
Jaskirat Singh, 25, was 
prosecuted by the UK’s 
Crown Prosecution Service 
(CPS) over his role in facil-
itating the illegal movement 
of non-British nationals be-
tween December 2024 and 
March 2026.
Earlier this month, he 
pleaded guilty to conspiracy 
to facilitate illegal immigra-
tion.
Singh, who was sentenced 

by the Canterbury Crown 
Court on Thursday, is 
believed to have earned 
around 185,000 pounds 
through the illegal opera-
tions.
“The plot was exposed when 
11 Indian nationals were 
found hiding in the trailer 
of a lorry stopped at Dover 
in December 2024. The in-
formation they provided, 
along with four other In-
dians found in a separate 
lorry travelling to France in 
January 2025, led author-
ities to Singh and his ad-
dress in Wolverhampton,” 
the CPS said.
The CPS said an Immigra-

tion Enforcement-led inves-
tigation uncovered exten-
sive incriminating material 
on Singh’s mobile devices, 
including voice notes, im-
ages, messages and videos. 
Some of the images had 
been saved from TikTok 
and advertised crossings to 
France. He was sentenced to 
five years and three months 
after pleading guilty to one 
count of conspiracy to assist 
unlawful immigration to a 
member state.
“Jaskirat Singh played a key 
role in organising the illegal 
movement of people from 
the UK to France using lor-
ries, putting individuals at 

serious risk in the process,” 
said Peter Cockrill, District 
Crown Prosecutor for CPS 
South East.
“The evidence showed he 
was coordinating drivers, 
arranging payments and 
actively involved in a sus-
tained operation over many 
months,” said Cockrill, add-
ing: “We will now apply for 
a confiscation order to re-
cover as much of his crimi-
nal profit as possible.”
Singh was arrested and in-
terviewed by Immigration 
Enforcement officers and 
subsequently charged.
Among the evidence was 
a video, likely filmed by 

Singh, showing a large 
number of 20-pound notes 
spread out on a bed.
Another video, filmed by 
someone else, showed mi-
grants getting off a lorry in 
an unknown location, with 
the person filming saying, 
“UK to France”, suggesting 
it was a successful smug-
gling incident.
“Singh bragged in a voice 
message about success-
fully arranging for up to 
60 people to be driven to 
France every week over 
nine months, but it is not 
clear if he was exaggerating 
to get more business,” the 
CPS said.

Indian man jailed for over five years in UK-France people smuggling case

KURUKKSHETRA: An Interna-
tional Gita Seminar was held 
at the University of Tokyo, 
strengthening cultural and 
spiritual ties between India 
and Japan, the government 
said on Saturday.
The seminar was attended by 
scholars, academicians and 
dignitaries from both coun-
tries, and conducted with the 
support of members of the 
Kurukshetra Development 
Board and the Gita Jayanti 
Mela Authority, it said.
The seminar focused on the 
relevance of the Bhagavad 
Gita in modern times and its 
message of peace, harmony, 
duty and universal welfare.
Officials said the event was 

not merely an academic exer-
cise but a symbol of growing 
friendship and mutual under-
standing between India and 
Japan.
Haryana chief minister’s 
media advisor Tushar Saini, 
MLA Satpal Jamba, former 
vice-chancellor Dr Markand-
eya, and mayors Renu Bala 
Gupta and Shyam Lal Ban-
sal were among those who 
attended the seminar in the 
Japanese capital.
Organisers said the seminar 
reflected the increasing global 
interest in the Bhagavad Gita 
and helped take the message 
of Kurukshetra, the land asso-
ciated with the sacred text, to 
an international audience.

 International Gita 
seminar held at Tokyo

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa minister Ramesh 
Singh Arora on Saturday de-
manded strict punishment 
for those responsible for 
the murder of a Sikh couple 
inside a gurdwara in north-
west Pakistan.
The Sikh couple, identified 
as Jagannath and his wife 
Asma Wanti, were serving 
as caretakers of the gurd-
wara in Babu Mohalla in 
Mardan district, about 60 
km northwest of Peshawar. 
They were shot dead inside 
the gurdwara on Wednes-

day.
Addressing a press confer-
ence, Arora demanded that 
investigators uncover the 
motive behind the murder 
and examine all aspects of 
the case.
He said ensuring the safety 
of minority communities 
and their places of worship 
is a fundamental responsi-
bility of the state.
The minister for minority 
affairs also urged Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa police to con-
duct a thorough and impar-
tial investigation.

Arora said the killing has 
damaged Pakistan’s inter-
national reputation and 
caused distress among the 
Sikh communities around 
the world.
He called for exemplary 
punishment for the ar-
rested suspect and urged 
authorities to adopt a ze-
ro-tolerance policy toward 
crimes targeting religious 
minorities. The minister 
also demanded security for 
individuals who registered 
the FIR as well as for the 
families of the victims.

 Pak minister Arora demands strict punishment 
for those responsible for Sikh couple’s murder

WASHINGTON:  US Vice Pres-
ident JD Vance said on Sat-
urday he expects to travel to 
Switzerland within days for 
talks with Iran, adding that 
negotiations could take place 
as soon as Sunday as diplo-
matic efforts continue over re-
gional security tensions and a 
fragile ceasefire environment.
Speaking to Fox News, Vance 
said senior U.S. officials were 
already on the ground and that 
discussions with Tehran were 
progressing.
Vance said U.S. special envoy 
Steve Witkoff and presidential 
adviser Jared Kushner were 
already in Switzerland ahead 
of the talks, and expressed 
cautious optimism about the 
trajectory of negotiations.
“US special envoy Steve Wit-

koff and Jared Kushner were 
already on the ground for the 
talks,” he said, adding that 
discussions with Iran were go-
ing well and that Washington 

intended to give diplomacy a 
chance.
“I expect that I will leave 
sometime in the next couple 
of days, but you know it’s al-

ways a delicate coordination 
dance,” Vance said.
He also said he was confident 
that a ceasefire arrangement 
could hold, despite rising re-
gional tensions.
Addressing Iranian state-
ments about the Strait of Hor-
muz, Vance said, “There was 
no evidence Iran had taken 
steps to close the waterway,” 
following earlier announce-
ments from Iranian military 
authorities.
Separately, U.S. President 
Donald Trump said on Satur-
day that Iran had been “de-
feated militarily, with no Navy 
or Air Force,” in a post on 
Truth Social, as he defended 
his administration’s handling 
of Middle East tensions and 
ongoing diplomatic efforts.

“Funny how the Dumocrats 
like to say that Iran is in a 
stronger position today than 
they were three months ago,” 
Trump wrote.
“That’s why I call them the 
Dumocrats!!!” he added.
In a series of additional posts, 
Trump said Iran had “got away 
with ‘murder’ for 47 years” 
before his presidency and 
claimed that U.S. policy had 
shifted dramatically under his 
leadership.
“Then it all changed,” Trump 
wrote, saying Iran had been 
“completely defeated militari-
ly” in the war.
He also criticised former 
Democratic presidents Barack 
Obama and Joe Biden, accus-
ing them of weak leadership 
and failed deterrence policies.

Vance to visit Switzerland for Iran talks, Trump, Swiss weigh in
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NEW DELHI: Bench-
mark stock market indices 
opened sharply lower on 
Monday, with the Sensex 
tumbling over 1,000 points 
in early trade as investors 
reacted to surging crude oil 
prices, renewed tensions in 
West Asia and Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s ap-
peal to reduce consumption 
of imported goods such as 
petrol, diesel and gold.

The BSE Sensex was 
down 1,346.52 points to 
75,981.67 at around 3:20 
pm, while the NSE Nifty50 
slipped 369.15 points to 
trade at 23,807.00.

The selloff was broad-
based across sectors, with 
banking, aviation, jewellery 
and consumption-linked 
stocks witnessing heavy 
pressure amid concerns 
over rising crude oil prices 
and their impact on India’s 
economy.

Market sentiment weak-
ened after Brent crude pric-
es surged back above the 
$105-per-barrel mark fol-
lowing renewed uncertain-
ty surrounding the West 
Asia crisis.

At the same time, inves-

tors also reacted sharply 
to Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s recent appeal 
asking citizens to reduce 
consumption of petrol and 
diesel, avoid unnecessary 
foreign travel and cut de-
pendence on imports such 
as gold, edible oils and 
chemical fertilisers.

Analysts said the com-
ments signalled growing 
concern within the govern-
ment over India’s import 
bill and current account 
deficit at a time when crude 
prices are rising sharply 
again.

V K Vijayakumar said 

markets are currently fac-
ing pressure from two ma-
jor headwinds.

“The market will face 
pressure from two head-
winds today. One, the ex-
pected resolution of the 
West Asia crisis has again 
slipped away following 
President Trump’s rejec-
tion of Iran’s letter. Con-
sequently Brent crude has 
again spiked to $105 po-
tentially aggravating the 
current account deficit,” he 
said.

“Two, PM Modi’s ap-
peal to the nation to curb 
the consumption of pet-

rol/diesel, gold, chemical 
fertilisers and edible oil 
and refrain from avoidable 
foreign travel is a crisis 
management response to 
the current account deficit 
problem caused by high 
crude prices,” Vijayakumar 
added.

According to him, the 
Prime Minister’s comments 
are also being interpreted 
by the market as a sign that 
economic growth could face 
some pressure in FY27 if 
consumption slows down.

“This call for austerity 
has slightly negative impli-
cation for economic growth 
in FY27. Particularly, the 
industries related to the 
austerity call like petro-
leum, chemical fertilisers, 
gold, air travel, hotel and 
related sectors will be sen-
timentally impacted,” he 
said. The weakness was vis-
ible across several Nifty50 
stocks in early trade.

Titan emerged among 
the top losers on the index, 
falling 5.6% to Rs 4,256.50 
amid concerns around gold 
demand after the Prime 
Minister’s remarks on re-
ducing gold consumption.

Sensex plunges 1,313 pts, 
Nifty ends below 23,850

 What changes as Centre
 replaces MGNREGA with 

new rural jobs law from July 1
MUMBAI: The Centre on 
Monday announced that the 
Viksit Bharat Guarantee for 
Rozgar and Ajeevika Mis-
sion (Gramin) Act, or VB-G 
RAM G Act, 2025, will come 
into force across India from 
July 1, replacing the Mahat-
ma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Act 
(MGNREGA) after nearly 
two decades.The govern-
ment has pitched the new 
legislation as a “next-gen-
eration rural development 
framework” aligned with 
the Viksit Bharat 2047 vi-
sion, promising to expand 
guaranteed wage employ-
ment from 100 days to 125 
days annually while inte-
grating rural jobs more 
closely with infrastructure 
creation, climate resilience 
and village-level planning.
In a separate notification, 
the rural development min-
istry confirmed that the 
MGNREGA Act, 2005, will 
stand repealed from July 1, 
2026.

The Centre, however, 
assured that the transition 
would be “seamless and 
uninterrupted”.“Ongoing 
works under MGNREGA as 
on June 30 shall be saved 
and carried over to the new 
framework seamlessly,” the 
notification said.

MUMBAI: Net inflows 
into equity-oriented mutual 
fund schemes declined 5 per 
cent month-on-month to Rs 
38,440 crore in April, while 
contributions through Sys-
tematic Investment Plans 
(SIPs) also moderated, ac-
cording to data released 
by industry body AMFI on 
Monday, PTI reported.Equi-
ty mutual funds had attract-
ed net inflows of Rs 40,450 
crore in March.Monthly SIP 
contributions slipped to Rs 
31,115 crore in April from Rs 
32,087 crore in the previous 
month.Despite the moder-
ation in equity inflows, the 
mutual fund industry as a 
whole recorded a strong net 
inflow of Rs 3.22 lakh crore 
in April, reversing the Rs 2.4 
lakh crore outflow seen in 
March.The overall inflows 
were largely driven by debt 

mutual funds, which saw 
net investments of around 
Rs 2.5 lakh crore during the 
month.Among equity cat-
egories, flexi-cap funds led 
inflows with Rs 10,148 crore, 
followed by small-cap funds 
at Rs 6,886 crore and mid-
cap funds at Rs 6,551 crore.

Large-cap funds also saw 
inflows of Rs 2,525 crore 
during the month.While 
most equity categories re-
mained in positive territory, 
dividend yield funds and eq-
uity-linked savings schemes 
(ELSS) witnessed margin-
al outflows, largely due to 
profit booking and portfolio 
rebalancing.

Meanwhile, gold ex-
change-traded funds (ETFs) 
attracted Rs 3,040 crore in 
inflows in April, higher than 
the Rs 2,266 crore recorded 
in March.

Equity mutual fund inflows fall 
5% to Rs 38,440 crore in April; 

SIP contributions also ease

India has 60 days of 
crude, gas stocks; no 
shortage fears: Govt

NEW DELHI: The union 
government today sought 
to reassure citizens amid 
rising concerns over the es-
calating West Asia conflict, 
asserting that India has suf-
ficient reserves of key pe-
troleum products and that 
there is no reason for panic 
buying or fear of shortages.

Chairing the fifth meet-
ing of the Informal Group 
of Ministers (IGoM) on 
West Asia at Kartavya Bha-
wan in the national capital, 
Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh reviewed the evolving 
regional situation and di-
rected ministries to ensure 
that global disruptions do 
not impact Indian citizens.

The meeting was at-
tended by union minis-
ters including J. P. Nadda, 
Hardeep Singh Puri, Ash-
wini Vaishnaw, Kiren Riji-
ju, Kinjarapu Rammohan 
Naidu, Sarbananda Sonow-
al and Jitendra Singh.

Officials informed the 
ministers that India cur-
rently holds 60 days of 
crude oil reserves, 60 days 
of natural gas stocks and 45 
days of LPG rolling stock, 
ensuring that domestic de-
mand remains fully met 
despite turbulence in global 
energy markets.

MUMBAI: An overwhelm-
ing majority of the Philip-
pine House of Represen-
tatives voted on Monday 
to impeach Vice President 
Sara Duterte over allega-
tions of graft, corruption, 
bribery, misuse of state 
funds, and an alleged as-
sassination threat against 
President Ferdinand Mar-
cos Jr, throwing her an-
nounced 2028 presidential 
run into doubt.The House, 
dominated by Marcos al-
lies, voted 255-26 with nine 
abstentions to send the 
impeachment complaints 
to the Senate, which will 
convene as a tribunal for 
her trial. A guilty verdict 
would see Duterte removed 
from office and barred from 
elected office for life.The 
vice president, daughter of 
former president Rodrigo 
Duterte, has generally de-
nied any wrongdoing with-
out addressing the criminal 
allegations in detail.

In a significant devel-
opment minutes before 
the House vote, the Senate 
elected Senator Alan Peter 
Cayetano, a long-time ally 
of Vice President Duterte, as 

its new president. Cayetano, 
who served as foreign secre-
tary under former president 
Rodrigo Duterte, replaced 
Vicente Sotto III after a 13-9 
vote with two abstentions.
The change in Senate lead-
ership could play a crucial 
role in the outcome of the 
impeachment trial.

 Cayetano denied any 
connection between his 
election and the House 
vote.”I do not blame you 
if you’re saying that the 
change in leadership was 
due to the impeachment. It 
was not,” he said immedi-
ately after the Senate vote.

One of the most seri-
ous allegations in the com-
plaint includes private bank 

transactions flagged by the 
anti-money laundering 
agency of more than $110 
million.”The scale of these 
transactions cannot be rea-
sonably explained by lawful 
income, declared assets, or 
the businesses and profes-
sional activities attributed 
to the couple,” House mem-
ber Terry Ridon, one of the 
main complainants, said in 
a statement.The articles of 
impeachment also accuse 
Duterte of an alleged assas-
sination threat against Mar-
cos, his wife Liza Araneta, 
and former House Speaker 
Martin Romualdez.Under 
the Philippine constitution, 
an impeachment triggers 
a trial in the Senate, where 

a two-thirds majority vote 
is required to convict and 
remove her from office. A 
guilty verdict would also 
disqualify her from holding 
any government office.A 
previous impeachment 
motion against Duterte 
was passed by the House 
in 2025 with 215 votes, 
but was later voided by the 
Supreme Court over con-
stitutional technicalities.
Duterte and Marcos ran as a 
ticket in the 2022 elections, 
but their political alliance 
later unraveled, leading to 
a bitter split. Duterte has 
already declared her inten-
tion to run for president in 
2028.On May 7, Duterte 
said whatever the outcome 
of the impeachment “is 
written by God.””Based on 
our discussion earlier with 
former President Duterte, 
everything that happens in 
a person’s life is written by 
God. So, if I am impeached, 
that is written by God. If I 
am not impeached, see you 
tomorrow,” she told sup-
porters after visiting her 
father in The Hague, where 
he is facing an ICC trial over 
his deadly “war on drugs.”

Philippine House votes to impeach 
VP Sara Duterte for a second time

LONDON: British Prime 
Minister Keir Starmer on 
Monday vowed to “prove 
doubters wrong” and fight 
any leadership challenge as 
he unveiled a major politi-
cal reset following Labour’s 
heavy local election setbacks, 
warning that Britain faced 
“very dangerous opponents” 
and risked going “down a 
very dark path” if his party 
failed to respond decisively.

During a high-stakes 
speech aimed at stopping a 
growing rebellion inside his 
party, Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer refused to quit as 
Labour leader and insisted 
he would not “walk away” 
from office.

“I know I have my doubt-
ers, and I know I need to 
prove them wrong, and I 
will,” he added, stressing 
that Britain required “a big-
ger response” to mounting 
economic, geopolitical, and 
social challenges.

Speaking after bruising 
local election losses, Starmer 
admitted Labour had suf-
fered “very tough” results 
and accepted responsibili-
ty, but warned that internal 

division could hand power 
to Nigel Farage and Reform 
UK. Delivering what was 
widely seen as a make-or-
break speech for his lead-
ership, Starmer said, “The 
election results last week 
were tough. Very tough. We 
lost some brilliant Labour 
representatives. That hurts. 
And it should hurt.”

Starmer positioned his 
government as a bulwark 
against the rise of Nigel 
Farage and the growing in-
fluence of Reform UK, warn-
ing Labour members against 
internal divisions at a time of 
political volatility.

“We are not just facing 
dangerous times, but dan-
gerous opponents. Very dan-
gerous opponents,” he said. 
“If we don’t get this right, 
our country will go down a 
very dark path.”

In a speech blending 
policy announcements with 
a direct appeal to work-
ing-class voters, Starmer 
outlined plans for closer ties 
with Europe, including an 
“ambitious youth experience 
scheme” allowing young 
Britons to work, study, and 

live more easily across Eu-
rope.

“The last government was 
defined by breaking our re-
lationship with Europe. This 
Labour government will be 
defined by rebuilding our 
relationship with Europe,” 
he said, adding that Brit-
ain should be placed “at the 
heart of Europe.”

He sharply criticised 
Brexit architect Farage, say-
ing promises that leaving the 
European union would make 
Britain “richer,” “more se-
cure,” and reduce migration 
had “all proved to be false.”

“He took Britain for a 
ride,” Starmer said. “He’s 
not just a grifter, he is a 
chancer.”

The Prime Minister also 
announced that legislation 
would be introduced this 
week to allow the govern-
ment to take full public own-
ership of British Steel, sub-
ject to a public interest test.

“Public ownership in the 
public interest, urgent gov-
ernment on the side of work-
ing people, making Britain 
stronger with the hope of in-
dustrial renewal — that is a 

Labour choice,” he declared.
Starmer further pledged 

expanded apprenticeships, 
technical education invest-
ment, and a strengthened 
youth guarantee programme 
to ensure every young per-
son unable to find work 
would receive “a guaranteed 
offer of a job, training or 
work placement.”

Reflecting on criticism 
that Labour had lost touch 
with working-class commu-
nities, Starmer admitted vot-
ers were unconvinced that 
the government understood 
their struggles.

“I’m not sure they be-
lieve that we care. I’m not 
sure they believe that we 
see their lives,” he said, add-
ing that he had spent “too 
much time talking about 
what I am doing for work-
ing people and not enough 
time talking about why or 
who I stand for.” He also 
defended his government’s 
refusal to be drawn into mil-
itary escalation linked to the 
Iran conflict, saying Britain 
had avoided being “dragged  
into a war that is not in our 
interest.”

I will prove them wrong : Keir Starmer 
fights back amid leadership crisis

WASHINGTON: An Indi-
an business owner in Portu-
gal said in a street interview 
that he mainly hires Indian 
workers because Portuguese 
employees are “too expen-
sive” and communication is 
easier with people from In-
dia.Asked whether he only 
hires Indians, the man re-
plied: “Yes.” He said Portu-
guese workers cost more and 
described language as a bar-
rier when dealing with local 
employees. When the inter-
viewer asked the Indian man 
if the Portuguese are “lazy,” 
to which the man replied 

that they are not lazy, just 
expensive.The interviewer 
then asked whether he pre-
ferred working with Indi-
ans, to which the business-
man responded positively. 
During the conversation, he 
also expressed satisfaction 
with the growing Indian 
population in the town. The 
businessman said that he is 
happy that Indian people are 
increasing in the village he is 
working in. When the inter-
viewer asked the business-
man how he would feel if a 
large number of Portuguese 
people moved to India and 

started living there, the man 
said he would not like it. He 
said that he would not like 
Portuguese people “in ma-
jority” in his city in India.

The clip went viral on 
social media and was also 
shared by influencer Mario 
Nawfal. Indians working in 
foreign countries have al-
ways been a discussion of 
debate over immigration, 
labor costs, and integration. 
Social media users com-
mented that these practices 
were discriminatory toward 
Portuguese workers and 
the statements made by the 

Indian businessman were 
hypocritical.Moreover, in 
US, the ‘America First’ con-
servatives are already push-
ing for stricter immigration 
rules so that Indians cannot 
“replace” Americans in their 
own country. Many right-
wing influencers and Repub-
lican politicians have called 
for a revision of the visa sys-
tem so that foreigners can-
not find “loopholes” in the 
programme.Many Indians 
own businesses in wealthy 
countries such as the US, 
UK, Canada, Germany, and 
Australia.

Indian businessman in Portugal says he only hires 
Indians because Portuguese workers are ‘too expensive’

China condemns US sanctions 
as ‘illegal and not supported by 

international law’
BEIJING: Beijing has strongly opposed unilateral sanc-
tions by the United States targeting Chinese companies 
over alleged links to Iran, calling the measures “illegal and 
not supported by international law.” Chinese Foreign Min-
istry spokesperson Guo Jiakun said on Monday that China 
firmly rejects unilateral sanctions imposed by the US that 
are not authorized by the United Nations Security Coun-
cil. The remarks followed sanctions announced by the US 
Treasury Department on nine mainland Chinese and Hong 
Kong companies and individuals, accusing them of helping 
Iran’s military. The list includes 12 individuals and entities 
accused of involvement in procuring weapons and technol-
ogy for Iran’s military use.

He added that Beijing consistently requires Chinese 
companies to conduct business in accordance with laws 
and regulations and intends to firmly protect the legitimate 
rights and interests of Chinese enterprises.

Israel’s parallel war with Hezbollah intensifies 
as death count in Lebanon nears 3,000

BEIRUT: Israel’s parallel war with the Hezbollah militants in 
southern Lebanon continued well into the weekend, with the 
IDF warning more civilians to evacuate their villages as the 
death toll in the country almost totalled 3,000.

The spree of violence has continued unabated despite a 
ceasefire signed by the Lebanese and Israeli governments 
a month ago, as the Hezbollah has refused to recognise the 
ceasefire, thereby complicating efforts to broker a wider peace 
deal between Washington and Tehran. On Monday, Hezbol-
lah released video purportedly showing strikes on IDF troops 
in southern Lebanon, with the Iranian proxy group claiming 
to have conducted multiple “confirmed hits”. Issuing its latest 
warning to Lebanese citizens, the IDF warned residents of nine 
villages to evacuate their houses, following a controversial hit 
on Saturday in a village where no such warning was issued, 
leading to the deaths of eight people. Fighting between the 
IDF and Hezbollah has only further intensified in recent days, 
leading to mounting casualties with more than 450 people in 
Lebanon have been killed since the ceasefire was signed.
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MUMBAI:   Air India Group’s 
low-cost arm Air India Ex-
press is set to start interna-
tional flights from green-
field Navi Mumbai Airport 
to Abu Dhabi on July 15, 
with the opening of book-
ings for the inaugural flight 
likely to be announced on 
Saturday, according to a 
source.
On June 17, Navi Mumbai 
International Airport Ltd 
(NMIAL) chief executive of-
ficer BVJK Sharma told the 
media that the airport was 
looking to start internation-
al operations for passengers 
and freight services from 
July 15.
The Adani Group-owned 
Navi Mumbai Airport, in 

which the Maharashtra gov-
ernment’s urban planning 
and infrastructure devel-
opment agency Cidco also 
holds a 26 per cent stake, 
was inaugurated by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi in 
October last year.
It commenced domestic 
commercial operations on 
December 25, 2025.
Air India Express is set to 
start its international ser-
vices from NMIA to Abu 
Dhabi on July 15, and the 
bookings for the airline’s 
new overseas services are 
set to be opened from today, 
making it the first air carrier 
to launch international op-
erations from the greenfield 
airport, the source told PTI.

Other domestic and foreign 
airlines are likely to follow 
suit, he said.
Air India Express spokes-
person could not be con-
tacted for the comments.
“On July 15, we are starting 
with freighters, and we ex-
pect the freighters to ramp 
up to almost 18 weekly 
flights. Good news is also 
that there is movement 
on the passenger side and 
hopefully on July 15 inter-
national passenger flights 
will also start,” the NMIAL 
CEO had told reporters on 
the sidelines of the Brihan-
mumbai Customs Broker’s 
Association-hosted Logis-
tics Conclave in the finan-
cial capital.

 Air India Express set to open bookings for 
inaugural international flight to Abu Dhabi HYDERABAD:  Singareni Collieries 

Company Limited (SCCL) Chair-
man and Managing Director Dr. 
Buddhaprakash Jyoti on Friday as-
sured that adequate coal supplies 
would be maintained to thermal 
power stations across Telangana 
during the monsoon season to meet 
the State’s power requirements.
The assurance was given during 
a meeting with Telangana Power 
Generation Corporation Limited 
(TGGENCO) Chairman Dr. Harish 
at Singareni Bhavan here, where 
the two sides reviewed coal supply 
arrangements and preparedness 
for uninterrupted power generation 
during the rainy season.
The meeting discussed measures 
to ensure continuous coal supplies 
to all thermal power stations, in-
cluding the Yadadri Thermal Power 
Station, by maintaining sufficient 
stocks of quality coal.
Dr. Buddhaprakash Jyoti said near-
ly 93 per cent of Singareni’s coal 

production comes from open-cast 
mines, where heavy rains often af-
fect mining operations and produc-
tion.
However, he said the company had 
taken advance measures to mini-
mise disruptions and ensure unin-
terrupted supplies to power utili-

ties.
He said several precautionary steps 
had already been implemented 
across open-cast mines to mitigate 
the impact of the monsoon on pro-
duction and transportation activi-
ties. The officials also reviewed the 
existing coal stock position and the 

projected coal requirement of ther-
mal power stations during the rainy 
season.
SCCL currently supplies nearly 28 
million tonnes of coal annually to 
thermal power plants in Telanga-
na. Company officials informed 
the meeting that around 60,000 
to 70,000 tonnes of coal are being 
supplied daily to the State’s thermal 
power stations.
The SCCL CMD stressed that there 
should be no disruption in meeting 
Telangana’s power demand and em-
phasised the need to maintain coal 
quality standards without compro-
mise.
SCCL Directors L.V. Suryanarayana 
(Operations) and K. Venkateswarlu 
(Projects and Planning), General 
Manager (Coordination and Mar-
keting) T. Srinivas, TGGENCO Ex-
ecutive Director Nagya, Director 
Rajasekhar, Chief Engineer Laksh-
maiah and other senior officials at-
tended the meeting.

Singareni to ensure adequate coal supply to thermal plants during monsoon: CMD 


