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Happinessis not
something ready-
made. Itcomes from
yourownactions.

—Dalai Lama

Govt limits
diesel sales
to 200 litres

NEW DELHI: The govern-
ment has capped diesel sales
toavehiclein aday at 200
litres and restricted indus-
trial, commercial, and insti-
tutional users from buying
petrol and diesel from petrol
pumps in a bid to prevent lo-
cal shortages amid global
supply disruption, according
to an official order.

Retail outlets can sell
diesel only into a vehicle tank
or PESO-approved con-
tainer, and not more than
200 litres per customer or ve-
hicle per day.

Also, industrial, commer-
cial and institutional con-
sumers will nolonger be al-
lowed to buy petrol or diesel
from retail outlets. They must
source their fuel from their
own consumer pumps.

The restrictions, which
will be in place for up to 9o
days, follows abnormal de-
mand growth, particularly
that of diesel, in some pock-
ets after bulk users started
buying fuel from petrol
pumps due to the pricing dif-
ference. While diesel at petrol
pumps costs P> P11
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Shah directs agencies for “foolproof”
security during Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra

B ‘Robust arrangements must be ensured at tourist spots’

ikl g1

NEW DELHI: Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
on Friday said a multi-lay-
ered, impregnable security
grid should be established by
CAPFs, the Jammu and
Kashmir Police and all secu-
rity agencies along the Shri
Amarnath Ji Yatra route and
at tourist places to ensure a
peaceful pilgrimage.
Chairing a meeting on
the preparedness for the
revered Yatra starting on
July 3, Shah said the tradi-
tional security apparatus
should be further strength-
ened through the extensive

use of drones, CCTV moni-
toring, surveillance systems
and other modern technolo-
gies.

The meeting was at-
tended by National Security
Advisor (NSA) Ajit Doval,
Jammu and Kashmir Lt
Governor Manoj Sinha,
Army Chief Gen Upendra
Dwivedi, Home Secretary
Govind Mohan, Intelligence
Bureau Chief Tapan Kumar
Deka, Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) Director Gen-
eral GP Singh, besides other
senior security and adminis-
trative officials.

The 57-day pilgrimage to
the 3,880-metre-high cave
shrine in the Himalayas re-
quires a massive security de-
ployment, with the Central
and Union Territory agen-
cies working in close tan-
dem.

Pilgrims will travel
through the traditional 48-
km Nunwan-Pahalgam
route in Anantnag district
and the shorter but steeper
14-km Baltal route in Gan-
derbal district.

Shah directed that locals
and animals associated with
the pilgrimage should be reg-
istered.

Identity cards featuring
QR codes should be issued,
and proper arrangements
should be made for every-
thing from pilgrim registra-
tion to healthcare services,
he said.

The home minister said
senior officers from the vari-
ous CAPFs and the Jammu
and Kashmir Police should
continuously monitor the
arrangements at the camp
sites during the P> P11

Shri Shiv Mahapuran Katha enters day 7/
Shri Shiv Mahapuran reflects exceptional
rellglous |deals Swami Vishwatmanand Ji

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

POONCH: The devotees
brimmed with spiritual seren-
ity and fervour attended the
seventh day of the Shri Shiv
Mahapuran Katha at Shri Kr-
ishan Temple at Krishna

Ghati area in Poonch district
on Friday. Scores of devotees,
from all walks of life, partook
with enthusiasm in the reli-
gious congregation.

The holy Katha began un-
der the guidance of His Holi-
ness Atal Pethadeshwar Ra-

jguru Acharya Mahaman-
daleshwar Shri Shri 1008 Shri
Swami  Vishwatamanand
Saraswati ji Maharaj on June
6,2026.

Pertinent to mention, a
huge "Kalash Yatra" was
taken out with great zest and

zeal at Yogitila, Krishna
Mandir, Krishna Ghati,
Poonch.

The Yatra commenced
from Gurudwara Sahib near
Krishna Ghati headed by His
Holiness Atal Pethadeshwar
Rajguru Acharya P> P11

Sinha, Omar
mourndemise
of JKAS Officer

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha has
expressed deep grief over the
untimely passing of Shri Mo-
hammad Younis Mir, an offi-
cer of the Jammu and Kash-
mir Administrative Service
(JKAS).

In a condolence message,
the Lieutenant Governor has
said:

"Saddened to learn of the
untimely demise of Shri Mo-
hammad Younis Mir. He was
a committed officer who
served the people of P> P11

CM takes up airport closure issue
with Defence, Aviation Mmlsters

NEW DELHI: Chief Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah has sep-
arately met Union Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh and
Union Minister for Civil Avi-
ation Kinjarapu Rammohan
Naidu in New Delhi and
raised concerns over the pro-
posed closure of Srinagar In-
ternational Airport from Oc-
tober 1 to 16, 2026,
scheduled under Phase I1I of
the runway resurfacing proj-
ect.

During the meetings, the
Chief Minister underscored
the importance of maintain-
ing uninterrupted air con-
nectivity to Jammu & Kash-
mir, particularly during the

peak autumn tourism season
when the Valley attracts a
large number of visitors from
across the country.

While acknowledging

that the resurfacing works
are essential for operational
safety and fully respecting
the operational assessment
of the Indian Air P> P11

TZR 7727 £/ T7ZL ST

Vol: 14 | Issue: 164

Regd. No.: JK517/16-18 |
RNI. No. JKENG/2013/53265

W NASHA MUKT
JK ABHIYAAN

The EARTH NEWS joins the campaign
launched by Honourable Lieutenant

Governor Manoj Sinha Ji to eradicate
» drug menace from union territory of J&K.

intoxicant capsules seized in Doda

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: Police on Friday
claimed to have busted an
online drug supply network
in Doda district and seized
2,000 pregabalin capsules
meant for illegal distribution.

The operation was car-
ried out as part of the ongo-
ing crackdown against drug
abuse and illegal trafficking
of pharmaceutical intoxi-
cants under the drug-free
Jammu and Kashmir cam-
paign.

Police said they received
specific information regard-
ing the illegal procurement
and distribution of Prega-

balin-IP 300 mg capsules
through online platforms and
courier services.

Acting on the input, po-
lice launched surveillance
and intelligence-gathering
operations to verify the infor-
mation and identify those in-
volved.

Based on the intelligence,
they apprehended a suspect,
identified as Sarmad Ali
Khan, a resident of Khanpura
Phagsoo and presently resid-
ing at Nai Basti Thathri, im-
mediately after he collected a
suspicious parcel from a
courier centre.

During examination, the
parcel was found to contain

2,000 pregabalin capsules
packed in 200 strips of 10
capsules each, police said.

They added that the
medicine, though prescribed
for medical use, is often mis-
used as an intoxicating sub-
stance. The consignment was
seized on the spot, and a case
was registered under the rele-
vant provisions of law.

The accused was later
produced before the Execu-
tive Magistrate First Class
(EMIC), Thathri, who re-
manded him to six days'judi-
cial custody at District Jail
Bhaderwah, they said.

Police said the operation
exposed an illegal > P11

One Kg
Ganja
seized

JAMMU: Continuing its
sustained drive against
drug trafficking under the
ongoing Nasha Mukht J-K
Abhiyaan, Jammu (Rural)
Police achieved another
success by apprehending
adrug peddlerin the ju-
risdiction of Police Station
Domana.

On specific informa-
tion received through reli-
able sources, a police
party of Police Station Do-
mana laid a naka near
Shiv Temple, Muthi and
intercepted one P> P11

Police solve 2 NDPS cases;
626 gm heroinrecovered

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: Continuing its
sustained drive against drug
trafficking and substance
abuse, Jammu Police
achieved a major success by
registering two separate
cases under the NDPS Act
involving recovery of com-
mercial quantity heroin in
the jurisdiction of Police
Station Bahu Fort.

In the first case, during
the intervening night of
10/11 June 2026, a police

party of Police Station Bahu
Fort, while conducting rou-
tine naka/night checking in
the Narwal area, intercepted
a suspicious Hyundai i20
vehicle (White Colour). Dur-
ing checking, one person
identified as Mushtaq
Ahmed Sheikh S/o Abdul
Majeed Sheikh R/o Persha
Mohalla, Bijbehara, District
Anantnag was appre-
hended. Upon personal
search, 309.78 grams of
heroin-like substance was
recovered from his P> P11

Residential house worth
Rs15.85 lakhs attached

\

T{RER DISTRICT POLICE PULWAMA [=)

POLICE STATION KAKAPORA
A otice
Attachment Drds 026 of PS Kakay

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

PULWAMA: Continuing
its sustained crackdown
against drug trafficking and

its financial networks, Police

in Pulwama has attached a
single-storey  residential
house worth Rs 15.85 lakh
belonging to a drug P P11

Impersonator
claiming tobe
|B officer held

JAMMU: A man allegedly impersonat-
ing an Intelligence Bureau (IB) official
was held by police in Kathua district, offi-
cials said.

The accused was identified as
Ankush, a resident of Kathua district, they
said. Acting on specific information, po-
lice on Thursday morning intercepted a
two-wheeler being ridden by the suspect
and subjected him to verification.

During checking, the identity card he
was carrying was found to be fake, they
added.

Preliminary investigation revealed
that the man had been introducing himself
to people as an Intelligence Bureau offi-
cial, the officials added.» P11

Rajnath: India won’t let Sindhu
waters reach patrons of terror

HYDERABAD: Defence Minister Ra-
jnath Singh on Friday condemned Pak-
istan's support for terrorism and said
the NDA government would not allow
the waters of the Sindhu river to reach
those who sponsor it.

Addressing an 'Intellectuals Meet'
organised in Hyderabad by Telangana
BJP, he said that through Operation
Sindoor, the government had shown the
world that it knows how to respond to
those who do not understand the lan-
guage of peace and harmony—in their
own language.

He criticised Congress and other
opposition leaders for questioning Oper-
ation Sindoor and the bravery of sol-
diers, saying the government had stated
it would stop the supply of grain and wa-
ter to Pakistan if terror attacks were car-

ried out against India.

"After the Pahalgam terror attack,
by suspending the Indus Waters Treaty,
we said that those whose P> P11

|Ilring Back PoJK: Bharat should save its people from atrocities of Pakistan

INKING THE TRUTH
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Shivang Satya Gupta
Editor-in-Chief

of the Indian subcontinent
history. Decades after the

1947 aggression, the people
livinginthese areas continue
toface political uncertainty,
economic challenges andal-
legations of human rights vi-
olations. For India, the ques-

tion of PoJK is not merely
about territory but also

about the people who have

been separated from their

historical, culturaland emo-

tionalroots.
Therecentdiscussions

around PoJK have once again

heissue of Pakistan-
occupied Jammu and
Kashmir (PoJK) con-
tinuestoremainone
of the most sensitive and his-
torically significant chapters

brought attentionto the his-
torical circumstances under
which Jammu, Kashmirand
Ladakh were divided. When
India gained independencein
1947, the princely state of

’s Jammu and Kashmirac-
ceded toIndia afteranarmed
invasion by Pakistan-backed
forces. The attackresultedin
the occupation of a signifi-
cant portion of the erstwhile
Jammu & Kashmir State by
Pakistan. Since then, there-
gion has remained divided,
with generations growing up
amid conflict and political
uncertainty.

Historically, theregions
currently under Pakistan’s
control were deeply con-
nected with the erstwhile

Jammu and Kashmir state.
Areas such as Mirpur, Kotli,
Rawalakot, Bhimber, Haveli
and parts of Poonch had
strong historical links with
Jammu. Theseregions were
not merely geographical
units but part of ashared cul-
turaland social identity that
existed before the conflict
changed the course of his-
tory.

The people of Jammu, in
particular, carryadeep emo-
tional connect with these ar-
eas. Thousands of families
weredisplaced and migrated
toIndia during the conflict,
leaving behind homes, prop-
ertiesand ancestral lands.
The pain of displacement
and separationbecamea

long-lasting reality for many
families who struggled for re-
habilitation and recognition.
Overtheyears, reports
and accounts from PoJK
have highlighted concerns
related to governance, politi-
calrepresentation,economic
developmentand freedom
of expression. Critics have re-
peatedly alleged that local
voices in Pakistan-occupied
areas have been suppressed
and that people have faced
restrictions whiledemanding
greaterrights and develop-
ment opportunities.
Therecent protests and
publicdissatisfactionre-
ported from parts of PoJK
have once againdrawn at-
tention towards these con-

cerns.Inthe age of technol-
ogy and social media, events
that were earlier limited to
regional boundaries are now
reaching aglobal audience.
Images and videos emerging
from these areas have trig-
gered debates over gover-
nance and the aspirations of
local populations.

India has consistently
maintained that Pakistan’s
control over these territories
isillegaland hasreiteratedits
stand that the entire region
of Jammu and Kashmirisan
integral part of India. The In-
dian governmenthas also
highlighted the need for de-
velopment, connectivity and
empowerment of border
communities, arguing that

peace and prosperity should
remain the ultimate goal for
all people of theregion.

The transformation wit-
nessed in Jammu, Kashmir
and Ladakhinrecentyears
has also become part of this
broader discussion. Infra-
structure projects, improved
connectivity, expansion of
education and healthcare fa-
cilitiesandincreased focus
onborderdevelopment have
changed the landscape of
these Union Territories. Sup-
porters of the government
argue that similar opportuni-
ties should reach people liv-
ing across theLine of Control
(LoC) aswell.

The history of Jammu and
Kashmirisalsodeeply »> P11




