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NEW DELHI: More than 200 
people were evacuated from 
an IndiGo aircraft at the 
Chandigarh airport on Tues-
day after a passenger’s pow-
er bank kept in a seat pocket 
caught fire and filled the cab-
in with smoke, according to 
sources.
The incident happened soon 
after the A321 aircraft landed 
from Hyderabad. It operated 
flight 6E-108.
“After landing during taxi 
into the bay at Chandigarh, 
a power bank kept in a pouch 
in the seat pocket by a pas-
senger seated on 39C caught 
fire. Aircraft was stopped in 
the bay,” aviation watchdog 
DGCA said in a statement.
The regulator said cabin crew 
used two fire extinguisher 
bottles to put out the fire, and 
all six slides of the aircraft 
were deployed to evacuate 
the passengers.
The Directorate General of 

Civil Aviation (DGCA) also 
said that no passenger injury 
has been reported.
However, in a statement, 
IndiGo said there was an 
incident involving a cus-
tomer’s personal electronic 
equipment catching fire was 
reported when the IndiGo 
aircraft was stationary after 
landing.
“In the interest of safety, an 
immediate evacuation was 
carried out, and all the rele-
vant authorities were imme-

diately informed. All custom-
ers have been safely moved 
to the terminal and are being 
attended to by the team to 
ensure their well-being,” the 
statement said.
According to the sources, 
there were more than 200 
people on the aircraft, includ-
ing 6 crew members.
Initially, sources had said 
that smoke emanated from 
an overhead bin due to the 
power bank catching fire.
In November last year, DGCA 

advised airlines to prohibit 
the use of power banks for 
charging portable electronic 
devices during flight, in view 
of safety concerns arising 
from lithium battery-related 
incidents.
A passenger who was on 
board the aircraft told the 
media that the incident took 
place as soon as the flight had 
landed.
The passenger said his wife, 
who was also on the flight, 
suffered a twisted ankle 
during the evacuation of 
passengers. He also men-
tioned that his wife and other 
passengers were evacuated 
using sliders. According to 
him, smoke started to come 
out from the power bank of 
a person on the last seat, and 
the air hostess used a fire ex-
tinguisher to put out the fire. 
But a lot of smoke filled up in-
side the plane, and there was 
panic, he added.

 Power bank catches fire inside IndiGo 
plane at Chandigarh airport; all evacuated

MUMBAI: The rupee recov-
ered from all-time intra-day 
low to settle at 95.18 against 
the US dollar, higher by 5 
paise, on Tuesday on pos-
sible RBI intervention after 
investors retreated from 
riskier assets amid renewed 
clashes in the Gulf and tar-
geting of UAE infrastruc-
ture, which reignited supply 
chain fears.
Forex traders said Brent oil, 
hovering near USD 110 per 
barrel, is maintaining pres-
sure on oil-importing econ-
omies like India. Moreover, 
factors such as unabated 
foreign capital outflows 
amid rising geopolitical un-
certainties dented investor 
sentiments further.
At the interbank foreign ex-
change market, the rupee 
opened at 95.30 against the 
US dollar, then lost ground 
and touched an all-time low 

of 95.44 in intra-day trade. 
The rupee finally settled for 
the day at 95.18, registering 
a rise of 5 paise over its pre-
vious close.
On Monday, the rupee fell 
39 paise to close at an all-
time low of 95.23 against 
the US dollar.
“We expect the rupee to 
trade with a negative bias 
on rising global crude oil 
prices as the Strait of Hor-
muz continues to remain 
closed. Dollar demand from 
importers and ongoing geo-
political tensions between 
the US and Iran may also 
pressure the rupee.
“However, RBI intervention 
may support the rupee at 
lower levels. USDINR spot 
price is expected to trade in 
a range of 95.10 to 95.55,” 
said Anuj Choudhary, Re-
search Analyst at Mirae As-
set ShareKhan.

“The rupee’s fresh all-time 
(intra-day) low... is a direct 
reflection of the unrelenting 
pressure from West Asia. 
Hormuz remains the single 
biggest factor governing 
oil and gas prices, and el-
evated crude is exerting a 
dual squeeze on the rupee,” 
Anindya Banerjee, Head of 
Commodity and Currency 
Research, Kotak Securities, 
said.
Meanwhile, the dol-
lar index, which gauges 
the greenback’s strength 
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, was trading at 
98.47, up 0.10 per cent.
Brent crude, the global oil 
benchmark, was trading 
lower by 1.57 per cent at 
USD 112.64 per barrel in fu-
tures trade.
On the domestic equity 
market front, Sensex de-
clined 251.61 points to set-

tle at 77,017.79, while the 
Nifty fell 86.50 points to 
24,032.80.
Foreign Institutional Inves-
tors sold equities worth Rs 
3,621.58 crore on Tuesday, 
according to exchange data.
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Tuesday strongly 
condemned the attacks on 
the United Arab Emirates’ 
port city of Fujairah that 
resulted in injuries to three 
Indian nationals.
Modi’s sharp denunciation 
of the attacks came a day af-
ter the Indians were injured 
after drone strikes caused a 
fire at a major oil industry 
zone in Fujairah. The UAE 
had accused Iran of carry-
ing out the strike.
The attack on Fujairah city 
came as the ceasefire be-
tween the US and Iran came 
under strain in the Strait of 
Hormuz.

Rupee rises 5 paise to close 
at 95.18 against US dollar

UNITED NATION:  India re-
ceived more than 137 billion 
dollars in remittances in 
2024, the top remittance re-
cipient country in the world 
and the only nation to sur-
pass 100 billion dollars, the 
UN agency on migration 
said.
“India consistently leads as 
the top recipient of remit-
tances, followed by Mexico,” 
the World Migration Report 
2026, released by the Inter-
national Organization for 
Migration (IOM) on Tues-
day, said.
In 2024, India, Mexico, the 
Philippines and France were 

the top four remittance re-
cipient countries globally.

“India, however, continued 
to be well above the rest, re-

ceiving more than USD 137 
billion, and remained the 
only country to surpass USD 
100 billion,” the report said.
Since 2010, India has been 
the top remittance receiving 
country in the world, when 
it had received 53.48 billion 
dollars, which grew over the 
years to 68.91 billion dollars 
in 2015, 83.15 billion dollars 
in 2020 and 137.67 billion 
dollars in 2024.
The report said that the 
distribution of remittanc-
es varies across regions as 
well, with South Asia es-
timated to experience the 
highest growth in 2024 

at 11.8 per cent, driven by 
continued strong inflows to 
India, Pakistan and Bangla-
desh.
High-income countries are 
almost always the main 
source of international re-
mittances. For decades, the 
United States of America 
has consistently been the 
top remittance-sending 
country in the world, with 
a total outflow surpassing 
USD 100 billion in 2024. It 
was followed by Saudi Ara-
bia (over USD 46 billion), 
Switzerland (around USD 
40 billion) and Germany 
(nearly USD 24 billion).

India remains top remittance recipient country in world with USD 137 bn: UN

NEW YORK: India and Philippines 
have discussed collaboration on the 
shared issues of mobility and migra-
tion on the sidelines of a forum being 
organised in New York.
Minister of State for External Affairs 
Kirti Vardhan Singh met Secretary of 
the Department of Migrant Workers 
of Philippines Hans Leo Cacdac on 
Monday.
“Pleased to meet H.E. Mr. Hans Leo 
Cacdac Secretary (Minister), De-
partment of the Migrant Workers of 
Philippines. Discussed collaboration 
on the shared issues of mobility and 
migration,” Singh said in a post on X.
Singh is leading India’s delegation to 
the second International Migration 
Review Forum (IMRF) being organ-
ised under the UN General Assembly 
from May 4 to 8.

India is one of the world’s largest 
sources of migrant workers, making 
such discussions significant for la-
bour mobility and overseas employ-
ment.
The Ministry of External Affairs said 
in a statement last week that Singh 
would deliver India’s “national state-
ment” at the Plenary session of the 
IMRF. India will also organise and 
host a side-event highlighting its 
achievements in the area of digital 
innovations in migration governance.
The IMRF is an intergovernmental 
forum to review progress on a UN 
agreement on migration and how it 
links to wider sustainable develop-
ment goals. It typically concludes 
with the adoption of a progress dec-
laration. The first IMRF was held in 
2022.

India, Philippines discuss collaboration 
on mobility and migration

ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan 
Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif on Tuesday strong-
ly condemned missile and 
drone attacks on the civilian 
infrastructure in the United 
Arab Emirates.
The UAE said on Monday 
that it was targeted by Ira-
nian strikes, including one 
on its vital Fujairah energy 
hub that wounded three 
Indians. “Pakistan strongly 
condemns the missile and 
drone attacks on civilian 
infrastructure in the United 
Arab Emirates last night. I 
express full solidarity with 

His Highness Mohamed Bin 
Zayed,” PM Shehbaz said in 
a post on X.
He also said that Pakistan 
“stands firmly with our 
Emirati brothers and sisters 
as well as with the Govern-
ment of the United Arab 
Emirates at this difficult 
time”. He said that it is es-
sential that the ceasefire be 
upheld and respected, to 
allow necessary diplomatic 
space for dialogue leading 
to enduring peace and sta-
bility in the region. The at-
tacks came amidst uneasy 
calm in the region after the 

US and Iran agreed on a 
ceasefire last month, which 
is still holding. Pakistan has 
been trying to make per-
manent peace between the 
two sides, but the process is 
moving slowly.
The UAE’s Foreign Ministry 
strongly condemned what 
it called “renewed unpro-
voked Iranian aggression” 
using missiles and drones.
In a statement, the ministry 
said that these “attacks con-
stitute a dangerous escala-
tion, an unacceptable act 
of aggression, and a direct 
threat to the UAE’s.

Pakistan PM Shehbaz condemns 
missile and drone attacks on UAE

NEW DELHI: Aditya Birla group 
chairman Kumar Mangalam Bir-
la will now steer the debt-ridden 
Vodafone Idea as its new non-ex-
ecutive chairman, a company fil-
ing said on Tuesday.
He will replace Ravinder Tak-
kar, who has stepped down from 
the position but will continue 
to assist Birla as non-executive 
vice-chairman, according to the 
filing.
Vodafone Idea said that the 
board of directors has “Approved 
the appointment of Mr. Kumar 
Mangalam Birla, a Non-Execu-
tive Director, as the Non-Execu-
tive Chairman of the Board of Di-
rectors of Vodafone Idea Limited 
with effect from 5th May 2026.”

The board has also approved the 
appointment of Takkar “as the 
Non-Executive Vice Chairman of 
the Board of Directors of Voda-
fone Idea Limited with effect 
from 5th May 2026”.

Kumar Mangalam Birla takes charge as 
non-executive Chairman of Vodafone Idea

WASHINGTON: US Defense Secretary 
Pete Hegseth insisted the “ceasefire is 
not over” even though both sides have 
exchanged fire in the Strait of Hormuz.
Hegseth maintained that the “ceasefire 
remains intact,” even as Iranian forces 
have carried out more than 10 attacks 
on US positions since its announce-
ment of “project freedom”, actions 
officials described as below the thresh-
old for resuming full-scale combat op-
erations.
The United States Central Command 
(CENTCOM) has established an en-
hanced security area on the southern 
side of the Strait of Hormuz to safe-
guard commercial shipping and en-
sure freedom of navigation amid on-
going tensions with Iran, Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Dan 
Caine said on Tuesday.
“Project Freedom is designed to pro-
tect commercial shipping and help 
restore the flow of commerce through 

the strait,” Caine said, adding that the 
secured zone is being guarded by US 
land, naval, and air assets.
The development comes as the fragile 
ceasefire between the United States 
and Iran continues to hold despite 

repeated low-level incidents in the re-
gion.
Hegseth said the maritime mission in 
the Strait of Hormuz is “separate and 
distinct” from ongoing military oper-
ations, describing ‘Project Freedom’ 
as a defensive and temporary effort 
aimed at protecting commercial ves-
sels from Iranian aggression.
When asked whether Iran’s small boat 
fleet poses a significant threat or is 
merely a nuisance in the Strait of Hor-
muz, Hegseth said the “threat must be 
taken seriously,” stressing that even 
smaller-scale maritime actions can im-
pact security in the strategic waterway.
Hegseth added that the US strategy 
toward Iran remains “laser focused” 
and emphasised that Washington will 
not allow itself to be distracted from its 
objectives in the region.
“Project Freedom is defensive in na-
ture, focused in scope and temporary 
in duration, with one mission: pro-

tecting innocent commercial shipping 
from Iranian aggression,” Hegseth 
said, drawing a careful line between 
the escort operation and the broad-
er military campaign, Operation Epic 
Fury, that preceded the ceasefire.
Two US commercial vessels have al-
ready transited the strait under the 
new framework. Six ships that at-
tempted to violate the blockade of 
Iranian ports, Hegseth said, “were all 
turned around.”
Hanging over all of this is a ticking le-
gal clock. Under the War Powers Act of 
1973, the president has 60 days to con-
duct military operations without con-
gressional authorization — a deadline 
many lawmakers place at May 1, based 
on Trump’s notification to Congress 
on March 2. Hegseth argued Tuesday 
that the ceasefire stops the clock en-
tirely, meaning Trump would not need 
congressional approval if hostilities 
resumed.

US establishes enhanced security zone in Strait of Hormuz; ceasefire still holds: Pete Hegseth

NEW DELHI: The government 
on Tuesday announced an 
Emergency Credit Line Guar-
antee Scheme (ECLGS) with 
an outlay of Rs 18,100 crore to 
provide relief for MSMEs and 
airlines impacted by the West 
Asia conflict.
The scheme -- expected to help 
in providing additional cred-
it flow of Rs 2.55 lakh crore, 
including Rs 5,000 crore for 
airlines -- was approved by the 
Union Cabinet on Tuesday.
Briefing the media on the Cabi-
net decisions, Information and 
Broadcasting Minister Ashwini 
Vaishnaw said the ECLGS 5.0, 
having an outlay of Rs 18,100 
crore, would help airlines as 
well as MSMEs impacted by the 
West Asia crisis.
“The scheme has been brought 

to address the stress in MSME 
and airline sectors due to the 
West Asia conflict,” he said.
According to the minister, pas-
senger airlines would be eligible 
for up to 100 per cent of peak 
credit up to Rs 1,500 crore while 

institutions can access up to 20 
per cent of fund-based working 
capital up to Rs 100 crore.
In an official release, the gov-
ernment said the scheme aims 
to enable businesses to tide over 
the challenges arising from the 

West Asia conflict.
“Additionally, this is expected to 
help businesses maintain their 
operations, protect jobs, and 
sustain supply chains. The pro-
posed credit guarantee scheme 
is a major step to help business-
es, particularly MSMEs and air-
line sector, to ensure their addi-
tional working capital needs are 
catered by the banks and finan-
cial institutions,” it said.
By providing timely liquidi-
ty, the government said the 
scheme would sustain the busi-
nesses and prevent job losses. It 
will also promote uninterrupted 
domestic production and main-
tain the resilience of the ecosys-
tem.
“The scheme aims to provide 
credit guarantee coverage of 
100 per cent for MSMEs and 

90 per cent for non-MSMEs as 
well as airline sector, to Mem-
ber Lending Institutions (MLIs) 
by National Credit Guarantee 
Trustee Company Limited (NC-
GTC) for the amount in default 
under the additional credit 
facility extended to the eligi-
ble borrowers to tide over any 
short-term liquidity mismatch-
es in view of West Asia crisis,” 
the release said.
There will be conditions for 
availing the loans. The tenor 
for the airline sector would be 
seven years from the date of 
first disbursement, including a 
moratorium of two years, and 
for MSMEs and non-MSMEs, 
it would be five years from the 
date of first disbursement, in-
cluding one year of moratori-
um.

West Asia conflict: Govt announces credit line guarantee scheme for airlines, MSMEs
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MUMBAI: Benchmark 
indices Sensex and Nifty 
ended higher on Monday, 
helped by buying in blue-
chip stocks and state poll 
results moving towards an 
outcome in line with market 
expectations.

The 30-share BSE Sen-
sex climbed 355.90 points 
or 0.46 per cent to settle at 
77,269.40. During the day, 
it jumped 997.25 points or 
1.29 per cent to 77,910.75. 
The 50-share NSE Nifty 
rallied 121.75 points or 0.51 
per cent to end at 24,119.30.

From the 30-Sensex 
firms, Adani Ports, Hindu-
stan Unilever, Reliance In-
dustries, Larsen & Toubro, 
Eternal and Maruti were 
among the biggest gainers.

Bharti Airtel, Kotak Ma-
hindra Bank, Tata Consul-
tancy Services and ITC were 
among the laggards from 
the pack. “Investor senti-
ment remained supported 
by a favourable election 
outcome in West Bengal 
and a better-than-expect-
ed Q4 earnings, helping 
markets look past Middle 
East-related concerns.

“However, intermittent 
profit booking persisted 

amid uncertainty surround-
ing the US ‘Project Free-
dom’ initiative to reopen 
the Strait of Hormuz,” Vi-
nod Nair, Head of Research, 
Geojit Investments Limit-
ed, said. While the resolu-
tion path may take time, 
optimism around gradual 
progress continues, he said, 
adding that crude prices 
holding below USD 110 are 
providing near-term com-
fort. 

Brent crude, the global 
oil benchmark, jumped 1.48 
per cent to USD 109.8 per 
barrel.

In Asian markets, South 
Korea’s benchmark Kos-

pi and Hong Kong’s Hang 
Seng index ended high-
er. Markets in Japan were 
closed due to a holiday.

Markets in Europe were 
trading mostly lower. US 
markets ended mostly high-
er on Friday.

“Early trends from key 
state election results pro-
vided a supportive domestic 
trigger, while easing geopo-
litical concerns, like signs of 
progress in US-Iran discus-
sions, helped cool crude oil 
prices. This, combined with 
strength in global markets 
led by a record run in US 
tech indices, created a fa-
vourable risk environment,” 

Hariprasad K, Research An-
alyst and Founder, Livelong 
Wealth, said.

Stock-specific momen-
tum added to the upside, 
with leaders like Maruti 
Suzuki and Hindustan Uni-
lever driving gains on the 
back of strong operational 
updates, he said.

Foreign Institutional 
Investors (FIIs) offloaded 
equities worth Rs 8,047.86 
crore on Thursday, ac-
cording to exchange data. 
Domestic Institutional In-
vestors (DIIs), however, 
were buyers as they bought 
stocks worth Rs 3,487.10 
crore.

Stock exchanges were 
closed on Friday for Maha-
rashtra Day.

On Thursday, the Sen-
sex tumbled 582.86 points 
or 0.75 per cent to settle at 
76,913.50. The Nifty dived 
180.10 points or 0.74 per 
cent to end at 23,997.55 
It is a big day for India as 
markets open after a long 
weekend. Indian equities 
sustained themselves as the 
counting in Assam, Kerala, 
Tamil Nadu, West Bengal, 
and Puducherry was under-
way. 

Sensex, Nifty open week higher 
as amid new Gulf proposal NEW DELHI: India’s 

manufacturing activity 
showed a mild recovery in 
April, with growth in new 
orders and output improv-
ing sequentially, though the 
pace remained among the 
slowest in nearly four years, 
PTI reported.The season-
ally adjusted HSBC India 
Manufacturing Purchas-
ing Managers’ Index (PMI) 
rose to 54.7 in April from 
53.9 in March, signalling 
continued expansion but 
marking the second-slow-
est improvement in over-
all operating conditions in 
close to four years.In PMI 
terms, a reading above 50 
indicates expansion, while 
below 50 denotes contrac-
tion.“India’s manufacturing 
PMI rose to 54.7 in April, up 
from 53.9 in March, but still 
marking the second-slowest 
improvement in operating 
conditions in nearly four 
years,” said Pranjul Bhan-
dari, Chief India Econo-
mist at HSBC. The survey 
showed that growth in new 
orders and output strength-
ened compared with March, 
though both indicators re-
mained weaker than levels 
seen over the past three-
and-a-half years.Partici-
pants cited advertising ef-

forts and resilient demand 
as factors supporting sales 
and production, but noted 
that competitive pressures, 
the Middle East conflict and 
delays in client approvals 
constrained growth.“Spill-
overs from the Middle 
East conflict are becoming 
more evident, particular-
ly through inflation: input 
costs increased at the fast-
est pace since August 2022, 
and output prices rose at the 
quickest rate in six months,” 
Bhandari said, adding that 
“output, new orders and 
employment all grew mod-
erately, pointing to con-
tinued resilience in India’s 
manufacturing sector.”

New export orders rose 
sharply at the start of the 
fiscal year, recording a sev-
en-month high, with firms 
reporting stronger demand 
from markets including 
Australia, France, Japan, 
Kenya, mainland China, 
Saudi Arabia, the UAE and 
the UK.On the cost front, 
companies reported ris-
ing prices for aluminium, 
chemicals, electrical com-
ponents, fuel, leather, pe-
troleum products and rub-
ber, with many attributing 
the increases to the Middle 
East war.

Manufacturing PMI rises 
up to 54.7 in April, Iran war 

pushes input costs higher
MUMBAI: The Bombay 
High Court has allowed Gra-
sim Industries and UltraT-
ech Cement to present addi-
tional documents on record 
in their trademark dispute 
case with a company called 
Saboo Tor Pvt Ltd over the 
use of the word “Birla”, rec-
ognising that they are rele-
vant to decide the case, but 
they could not be produced 
earlier despite due diligence.

Earlier, the court had re-
fused to restrain Saboo Tor 
from using the trademark 
like ‘Birla TMT’, during the 
pendency of the trademark 
dispute case.

While refusing interim 
relief, a single judge had 
found that Grasim Indus-
tries and UltraTech Cement 
had not supported their 
claims with documents. The 
court had also observed ear-
lier, that “there is not a sin-
gle document on record” to 
show prior use of the “Bir-
la” trademark by the Birla 
group, its distinctiveness, or 
how the two companies de-
rived rights to use it.

A division bench com-
prising Justice Bharati Dan-
gre and Justice Manjusha 
Deshpande passed the latest 
order while hearing an ap-

peal against the refusal to 
grant an interim injunction.

Grasim Industries and 
UltraTech Cement had 
sought permission to place 
additional documents on 
record, which include a 
scheme of arrangement be-
tween Indian Rayon and 
Industries Ltd and Grasim 
Industries Ltd, a Madhya 
Pradesh High Court order 
approving amalgamation, as 
well as trademark records 
relating to “Birla White” ce-
ment. 

Both the companies had 
argued that these documents 
are material which would 
address the deficiencies not-
ed earlier, adding that these 
could not be produced at 
the time of filing the case, 
because they were not trace-
able. Lawyers of the com-
pany called Saboo Tor had 
opposed the request made 
by Grasim Industries as well 
as UltraTech Cement, and 
argued that both the compa-
nies were seeking to fill gaps 
in their case after failing to 
secure interim relief. Their 
earlier statement that all 
relevant documents in their 
possession had already been 
presented, was cited by Sab-
oo Tor’s lawyers.

Grasim, UltraTech to 
present papers in ‘Birla’ 
trademark dispute case

WASHINGTON: The United 
States’ “Project Freedom” involves 
a large-scale military operation in-
volving guided-missile destroyers, 
more than 100 aircraft and rough-
ly 15,000 personnel, underscoring 
the urgency displayed by certain 
countries to support merchant ves-
sels seeking safe transit through the 
Strait of Hormuz.

Yet despite its scale and fire-
power, it is unlikely to offer a last-
ing solution to the growing insta-
bility in one of the world’s most 
critical maritime chokepoints.

According to US Central Com-
mand (CENTCOM), the mission 
extends far beyond escorting com-
mercial vessels. Instead, it rep-
resents a broader effort to restore 
freedom of navigation in the stra-
tegically vital waterway, through 
which nearly a quarter of global 
seaborne oil, along with significant 
volumes of LNG, fuel and fertiliz-
ers, passes each day.

In a statement, CENTCOM said 
its forces would begin supporting 
the initiative from May 4 to ensure 
safe passage for global shipping 

through the strait, which carries 
roughly a quarter of the world’s 
seaborne oil trade along with sig-
nificant volumes of LNG, fuel and 
fertilizers.

The operation will deploy Ar-
leigh Burke-class guided-mis-
sile destroyers, considered the 
backbone of the US Navy along-
side land- and sea-based aircraft, 
multi-domain unmanned platforms 
and thousands of service members. 
“Our support for this defensive 
mission is essential to regional se-
curity and the global economy as 
we also maintain the naval block-
ade,” CENTCOM Commander Ad-

miral Brad Cooper said.
The plan is being undertaken 

under US President Donald Trump 
orders to help ships stranded due 
to the ongoing US-Iran conflict exit 
the Strait of Hormuz, warning that 
any interference would be met with 
force.

The destroyers are unlikely to 
escort merchant convoys direct-
ly through the strait, instead, they 
are expected to support air defence, 
surveillance and mine-clearing ef-
forts. Some US warships in the re-
gion are already engaged in enforc-
ing a blockade of Iranian ports from 
the Arabian Sea.

Air power will play a central 
role, with armed helicopters and at-
tack aircraft positioned to counter 
threats such as small hostile boats 
or coastal missile systems. Un-
manned platforms, including ae-
rial and maritime drones, are also 
expected to provide reconnaissance 
and rapid-response capabilities.

The deployment comes amid 
severe disruption in the Strait of 
Hormuz since the escalation of the 
Iran conflict began on February 28 
. Iranian restrictions coupled with 
US naval actions have effectively 
stalled commercial traffic, leaving 
hundreds of oil tankers and LNG 
carriers stranded.

“Project Freedom” is being 
framed as a temporary measure to 
ease congestion and stabilise global 
energy markets by enabling limited 
transit of non-Iranian commercial 
vessels.

The initiative is touted as a 
short-term risk-management effort 
rather than a permanent resolution 
to the underlying conflict, which 
continues to pose significant risks 
to global trade and energy security.

US ‘Project Freedom’ deploys guided-missile 
destroyers, 100 aircraft to reopen HormuzTEHRAN: Iran’s mili-

tary has warned US forces 
against attempting to enter 
the Strait of Hormuz fol-
lowing President Donald 
Trump’s announcement 
of “Project Freedom”, an 
operation intended to help 
guide ships out of the stra-
tegic waterway.

The US military, how-
ever, emphasised that the 
effort would not constitute 
a formal “escort mission” 
as “guided-missile destroy-
ers, over 100 land- and sea-
based aircraft, multi-do-
main unmanned platforms, 
and 15,000 service mem-
bers” will support “Project 
Freedom.”

In response, Major Gen-
eral Ali Abdollahi, head of 
Iran’s Khatam al-Anbiya 
Central Headquarters, the 
unified command of the 
country’s armed forces, 
said Iran would target “any 
foreign armed force” seek-
ing to approach or enter 
the strait, “especially the 
aggressive US army.” He 
reiterated that Iran has “re-
peatedly” asserted the strait 
is under its control and 
vowed that its forces would 
safeguard its security “with 
full strength.”

“We maintain and firm-

ly manage the security of 
the Strait of Hormuz with 
full strength and call on 
all commercial ships and 
oil tankers to refrain from 
transiting without coordi-
nation with the armed forc-
es stationed in the Strait of 
Hormuz, so that their secu-
rity is not endangered,” Ab-
dollahi said.

The waterway is under 
the control of Iran’s armed 
forces, and any “aggressive 
action by America to dis-
rupt the situation will only 
result in further compli-
cations and endanger the 
security of vessels” in the 
area, Abdollahi added.

Ali Abdollahi also said 
that Iran has “repeatedly” 
stated that the strait “is 
under the control” of its 
armed forces, and that safe 
passage must be coordi-
nated with them “under all 
circumstances.” The state-
ment was shared by the 
Iranian state broadcaster 
IRIB.

President Donald 
Trump has announced 
a naval mission, dubbed 
“Project Freedom,” aimed 
at guiding stranded com-
mercial vessels out of the 
Strait of Hormuz, with op-
erations set to begin within 

a few hours, Monday morn-
ing, West Asia time.

In a statement, Trump 
said multiple countries, 
most of them not involved 
in the ongoing West Asia 
conflict, had requested US 
assistance to help free ships 
stuck in the congested and 
volatile maritime corridor. 
“Countries from all over the 
world have asked the Unit-
ed States if we could help 
free up their ships, which 
are locked in the Strait of 
Hormuz,” he said, describ-
ing the vessels as belonging 
to “neutral and innocent 
bystanders.”

Trump stated that US 
forces would escort ships 
from non-involved nations 
“safely out of these restrict-
ed waterways,” enabling 
them to resume normal 
commercial operations. He 
added that the initiative 
would benefit not only the 
United States but also Iran 
and the broader West Asia 
region.

According to the an-
nouncement, US represen-
tatives have been instructed 
to inform concerned na-
tions that Washington will 
use its “best efforts to get 
their ships and crews safely 
out of the Strait.”

Will attack US forces if it tries to enter 
Strait of Hormuz: Iran military

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s 
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar 
discussed the situation in 
West Asia and Islamabad’s 
diplomatic efforts for peace 
and stability in the region 
with his Iranian counterpart 
Seyed Abbas Araqchi, offi-
cials here said on Monday.

Dar and Araqchi held a 
telephonic conversation late 
Sunday night, the Foreign 
Office said in a statement.

“The discussion focused 
on the regional situation 
and Pakistan’s ongoing dip-
lomatic efforts for peace and 
stability in the region,” it 
said. Araghchi appreciated 
Pakistan’s constructive role 
and its mediation efforts 
between the concerned par-
ties.

Dar, who is also the 

Deputy Prime Minister, 
reaffirmed Pakistan’s com-
mitment to promoting 
constructive engagement, 
underscoring that dialogue 
and diplomacy remain the 
only viable path toward 
peaceful resolution of issues 
and achieving lasting peace 
and stability in the region 
and beyond.

The development comes 
after US President Donald 
Trump said on Saturday 
that he was reviewing a fresh 
Iranian proposal aimed at 
ending the conflict, while 
expressing scepticism about 
the prospects of a deal.

According to reports, 
Iran has sent a 14-point 
proposal via Pakistan in re-
sponse to a nine-point US 
proposal.

Pakistan is mediating the 
peace talks between the US 
and Iran.

The Iran war, triggered 
by joint strikes by the US 
and Israel on February 28, 
has been on hold since April 
8, with one round of peace 
talks having taken place in 
Islamabad since then.

Pakistan hosted the first 
round of direct talks be-
tween Iran and the US in Is-
lamabad on April 11, but the 
two sides failed to reach an 
agreement to end the war.

On April 21, Trump ex-
tended the two-week cease-
fire with Iran indefinitely to 
give Tehran more time to 
prepare a unified proposal 
to end the war, just hours 
before the truce was set to 
expire.

Pak foreign minister Ishaq Dar discusses 
regional situation with Iranian counterpart ISLAMABAD: The US has 

evacuated 22 crew members 
held aboard an Iranian con-
tainer vessel to Pakistan and 
will hand them over to Ira-
nian authorities on Monday, 
Pakistan’s foreign ministry 
said. Pakistan called the re-
patriation of the crew as “a 
confidence-building mea-
sure by the United States of 
America” aimed at easing 
tensions.

The vessel, Iranian 
flagged - M/V Touska, part 
of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran Shipping Lines (IRISL), 
was seized by US forces in 
the Gulf of Oman last month 
after, according to US Cen-
tral Command, it attempted 
to bypass a naval blockade 
despite repeated warnings. 
US forces fired at the engine 

room of the vessel, which 
was already sanctioned by 
the US.

Iran condemned US ac-
tion and termed it as an act 
of “piracy.”

Pakistan said the crew 
were moved into its custo-
dy on Sunday night and will 
be repatriated to Iran on 
Monday. It also noted that 
the ship will be returned to 
its original owners after re-
pairs, and that the process is 
being coordinated with both 
US and Iranian authorities 
as part of ongoing diplomat-
ic efforts.

“These returns are being 
coordinated in tandem with 
the support of both the Ira-
nian and US sides, “ CNN 
quoted Pakistan’s foreign 
ministry as saying. 

COLOMBO: An Indian 
Navy submarine, Sindhuke-
sari, has arrived at the port 
of Colombo for Operational 
Turnarounds, the Sri Lank-
an Navy said in a statement 
issued on Monday. The Sri 
Lankan Navy welcomed the 
Indian submarine with full 
naval traditions on its ar-
rival on Sunday.  The sub-
marine’s crew is scheduled 
to participate in a variety of 
programmes organised by 
the Sri Lanka Navy, includ-
ing visits to several tourist 
attractions in the island 

nation. “#INSSindhukesari, 
a submarine of the #Indi-
anNavy, arrived at the Port 
of #Colombo for Operation-
al Turnarounds and was 
welcomed by the @srilan-

ka_navy with full 
naval honours,” 
High Commis-
sion of India in 
Sri Lanka posted 
on social media. 

The navies 
of India and Sri 
Lanka have re-
cently executed 
deep-sea dives, 
enhancing joint 

capabilities in underwater 
search, rescue and salvage 
operations, as part of a bi-
lateral naval exercise held 
off the coast of Colombo.

Indian submarine Sindhukesari 
arrives in Sri Lanka

US evacuates 22 crew members 
on seized Iranian ship to Pakistan


