THE MARKET WATCH

JAMMU P 9
Friday | May 22, 2026
MARK DASHBOARD

SENSEX TOP GAINERS / BSE TOP LOSERS / BSE TOPGAINERS/NSE | TOPLOSERS/NSE | cOMMODITIES
76,015.28 0 ITD Cementation Zen Tech Adani Ports SEZ Bharti Airtel GOLD (MCDX 10 GRM)
v-1312.91 (-1.69%) E 956.45, 141.00 1,528, -143.00 1,743, 85.30 1,827, -59.71 14,920.00
8 Dr Lal Pathlabs Kajaria Ceramic Adani Ent. Kotak Bank ¥ (1310.00)
' 1,573, 206.00 1,105, -83.16 2,486, 77.30 371.65, -11.66 SILVER (MCDX 1 KG)
N I FTY o R R Kabel Sapphire Foods Eicher Motors Dr. Reddys 2,65000.00
0 1,775, 204.00 193.77, -11.85 7,329, 220.00 1,287, -35.71 J (10000.00)
22,795.75 T HFCL Sona BLW Precision HUL ONGC
-319.91 (-1.38%) r 4 126.04, 10.00 575.45, -31.80 2,309, 58.40 292.90, -6.66 USD ($) / INR(Z)
M g Vedanta GRSE Jio Financial Services TCS 95.31
294.65, 23.10 2,778, -153.00 252.74, 6.38 2,431, -42.60 A (0.9)
[ ] ® ® ®

India-US trade deal likely within
weeks or months, says Envoy Sergio

NEW DELHI: The interim trade agree-
ment between India and the United
States is set to be finalised, US Ambas-
sador to India Sergio Gor said, adding

Gold, silver shrug off global weakness
amid US-Iran dlplomacy hopes

NEW DELHI: Gold and silver
prices edged higher in spot

tained and inclusive growth, bringing
tangible benefits to industries, work-
ers, and economies in both countries.
He also praised Indian firms for in-

cial Services Ltd, sentiment
improved after US President
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Research Analyst at Lemonn
Markets Desk, said, “Silver
also benefited from a pullback
in US Treasury bond yields
from multi-year highs, which
typically boosts demand for
precious metals as alterna-
tive investments. According
to Manav Modi, Commodities
Analyst, Motilal Oswal Finan-

ketmen.

The metal has remained vol-
atile since the central govern-
ment raised the import duty
on precious metals to 15 per
cent last week. Gold prices had
surged by Rs 8,550 in a day to
Rs 1,65,350 per 10 grams fol-
lowing the announcement of
a hike in import duty on the

Gor further noted that Indian com-
panies continue to expand in the US,
particularly in the pharmaceuticals,
manufacturing, and technology sec-
tors. He added that every week, CEOs
from American companies visit the
US Embassy in New Delhi expressing
interest in shifting their operations
from other countries to India.

It has been a year and a half since the
two sides began negotiations. To put
the timeline into perspective, Gor not-
ed that the trade deal between India
and the European union took nearly
19 years to conclude.

Ambassador Gor said the agreement
would strengthen supply chains, ca-
talyse new investment, and drive sus-

declined Rs 896 to Rs 1,59,110
per 10 grams as a recovery in
the rupee weighed on local
prices. Silver futures also de-
clined, with the most-traded
July contract plunging by Rs
4,965, or nearly 2 per cent, to
Rs 2,609,300 per kg in futures
trade.

precious metals. The metal
fluctuated between gains and
losses in subsequent sessions,
adding a total of Rs 150 since
the duty hike on Wednesday
last week.

“Gold traded firm on Thurs-
day following a recovery
from recent lows, bolstered

by improving optimism sur-
rounding US-Iran diplomatic
efforts, which positively in-
fluenced sentiment in the bul-
lion market,” Saumil Gandhi,
Senior Analyst - Commodities
at HDFC Securities, said.

Investor confidence increased
as expectations grew that ne-

India Inc’s Al push stuck in pilot
phase as execution gap widens

LIC profits rise 19.25 percent Y-o-Y
to reach Rs 57,419 crore in FY26

BENGALURU: India’s corporate
artificial intelligence (AI) push is
showing signs of strain as enter-
prises race to deploy pilot projects
but struggle to convert them into
scalable, production-grade out-
comes, highlighting a widening ex-
ecution gap in the country’s digital
transformation journey, industry
leaders said on Thursday.

Experts warned that while AT adop-
tion is accelerating across business
functions, many organisations are
still operating at an experimental
stage without clear evidence of pro-
ductivity gains or business impact.
The observations were made at a
closed-door media roundtable or-
ganised by Avaali Solutions on the
theme “India’s AI Moment: Enter-
prise Prioritisation Behind Scalable
Impact”.

Industry leaders said the current
phase of rapid experimentation

risks creating an imbalance be-
tween ambition and execution un-
less enterprises shift focus from
isolated pilots to structured, gover-
nance-led deployment.

Avaali Solutions Founder CEO
Srividya Kannan said India’s AI
opportunity is substantial, but its
realisation depends on enterprise
discipline and leadership align-
ment. “Al is expected to add like 1.7
trillion dollars to the Indian econo-
my by 2035. These are both sides of
the same coin. It depends on how
institutions, academia, corpora-
tions and individuals take owner-
ship and upskill themselves,” she
said replying to UNI questions.

She cautioned that failure to build
readiness at scale could lead to
adverse outcomes. “If we are not
able to do that at the pace it truly
deserves, the second outcome will
come true. That is not good for any-

one.” Kannan said AI must move
beyond isolated experimentation
to ecosystem-wide execution. “All
hands on deck is needed. We must
break barriers and move towards
ecosystem participation rather
than competition-driven silos.”
Nielsen Global Head (data and an-
alytics governance) Ohmna Sinha
said despite widespread enthusi-
asm, many organisations are still
unclear about the right use cases
for AI deployment.

“POCs are increasing across busi-
ness functions because there are
targets to introduce AI every-
where,” she said, adding that the
key question remains whether en-
terprises have done adequate due
diligence before implementation.
She noted that organisational
readiness and pace of institutional
change continue to lag behind tech-
nological advancement.

NEW DELHI: Life Insurance
Corporation of India (LIC),
India’s public sector life in-
surance company, on Thurs-
day posted Profit after tax
(PAT) of Rs 57,419 crore for
FY26, which is an increase of
19.25 percent Year-over-Year
(Y-0-Y).

The insurer announced a final
dividend of Rs 10 per equity
share of Rs 10 each for FY26.
LIC continues to be the lead-
er by market share in the In-
dian life insurance business
with an overall market share
of 56.66percent for FY26 as
compared to 57.05percent for
FY25.

“The Total Premium Income
for the year ended March 31st
2026, was Rs. 5,35,984 crore
as compared to Rs. 4,88,148
crore for the year ended

March 31st, 2025, reglstermg
a growth of 9.80 percent,” the
LIC statement said.

The Individual New Business
Premium for the year ended
increased to Rs. 67,676 crore
from Rs. 62,495 crore for the
comparable period of the pre-
vious year, registering an in-
crease of 8.29 percent.

The Individual Renewal Pre-
mium income for the year
ended March 31st, 2026, was
Rs. 2,71,609 crore as com-
pared to Rs. 2,56,541 crore
for the year ended March 31st,
2025, registering an increase
of 5.91percent.

A total of 1,84,41,175 policies
were sold in the individual
segment during the year end-
ed as compared to 1,77,82,975
policies sold during the year,
registering an

A

increase of

3.70percent.

Commenting on the results, R
Doraiswamy, CEO & M D, LIC
said, “Financial Year 2025-26
has been a satisfying year for
us, with strong overall growth
across every business vertical

leading to record performance
metrics. We have achieved a
Non Par share on APE basis
in our individual business of
more than 35 percent, and
our VNB margin is more than
21percent for the year.”
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Security forces kill 4 TTP

LONDON: Indian students

>

our borders,”

Indian students, workers lead ex1t trend as UK net migration falls

said UK Home

year were issued to Indians

and workers top the charts of
foreigners leaving the UK as
net migration data released in
London on Thursday reflected
a significant fall, nearly halved
when compared to the previ-

ous year.
According to the Office for
National Statistics (ONS)

analysis for 2025, around
51,000 Indians who came
for study reasons, 21,000 for
work reasons and 3,000 for
other unspecified reasons
led the exit trend followed by
Chinese students and workers
(46,000).

Ukrainians (18,000), Paki-
stanis and Nigerians (both

19,000 each) completed the
top five emigrating nationali-
ties, resulting in an overall net
migration fall to 1,71,000 last
year.

“Net migration is now at
1,71,000, down from a high of
9,44,000 under the Conser-
vatives. This government is
restoring order and control to

Secretary Shabana Mahmood.
“We will always welcome
those who contribute to this
country and wish to build a
better life here. But we must
restore order and control to
our borders. As these statis-
tics show, real progress has
been made, but there is still
work to do. “That is why I am
introducing a skills-based mi-
gration system that rewards
contribution and ends Brit-
ain’s reliance on cheap over-
seas workers,” she said.

Meanwhile, the highest
numbers of Health and Care
Worker visa extensions in
the year-ending March this

(107,3006), followed by Nigeri-
an (89,575) and Zimbabwean
(31,117) nationals.

Similarly, Indians led the
highest number of Skilled
Worker extensions at 89,851,
followed by Pakistani (16,607)
and Nigerian (13,409) na-
tionals. Among students, the
highest number of Graduate
Route visa extensions were
issued to Indians (70,371) and
they also held on to the posi-
tion as the most common na-
tionality being granted Spon-
sored Study visas to the UK at
90,425 — marking 23 per cent
of the total visa grants in the
category.

terrorists in NW Pakistan

PESHAWAR: Four terrorists
were killed by the security
forces in northwest Paki-
stan on Thursday, police
said.

The operation was car-
ried out based on intel
inputs regarding the hide-
out of terrorists belong-
ing to the banned terror
outfit  Tehreek-e-Taliban
(TTP) in Spinwam town of
North Waziristan district
in the restive Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa province, po-
lice said. According to the
police, one of them was a

wanted TTP terrorist mas-
termind of several attacks
on security forces and civil-
ians.

The gunned down terrorists
had also laid down a net-
work of underground bun-
kers, tunnels and explosive
traps in the area around
Bubali Mosque in Spinwam.
In a separate development,
two children - aged 10 and
12 - were killed in a sus-
pected drone strike in the
Shahai Tangai area of the
Bajaur district on Thurs-
day, police said. According

to preliminary reports cit-
ed by the police, the strike
was allegedly carried out by
the militants. The incident
caused widespread fear in
the area, while police and
security agencies launched
efforts to gather informa-
tion and investigate the
circumstances surrounding
the strike. Officials said fur-
ther details would be shared
after completion of the ini-
tial inquiry. Earlier this
week, security forces killed
22 terrorists in the North
Waziristan district.

Israel releases hundreds
of detained flotilla activists

JERUSALEM: Israel has re-
leased hundreds of activists
who attempted to breach its
naval blockade of Gaza, with
Israeli authorities currently
working on their deportation,
according to a legal organisa-
tion working with the flotilla.

The Israel-based legal advoca-
cy group, the Legal Center for
Arab Minority Rights in Israel,
or Adalah, said Thursday that
most of the international ac-
tivists were in transit to a civil-
ian airport near the southern
Israeli city of Eilat for deporta-
tion, reports Times Of Israel.

Releasing a statement
Wednesday, Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said that
he has instructed officials that
the activists be deported “as

soon as possible,” after briefly
criticising the country’s na-
tional security minister Ben
Gvir for releasing a provoc-
ative video post the flotilla’s
capture, where Gvir taunted
the detained flotilla activists
who were handcuffed and
kneeling, calling it inappropri-
ate behaviour.

Netanyahu said that while Je-
rusalem reserves the full right
to stop “provocative flotillas of
Hamas terrorist supporters,”
the conduct of National Secu-
rity Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir,
and the way he dealt with the
activists was “not in line with
Israel’s values and norms.”
The national security minister
had released videos Wednes-
day which showed him walk-

ing among some of the ap-
proximately 430 detainees. In
one, activists with their hands
tied behind their backs are
kneeling, their heads touching
the floor inside what appears
to be a makeshift detention
area on the deck of a ship.

The flotilla, which is com-
prised of more than 50 boats,
departed for the war-torn
enclave last week from Tiir-
kiye, near Cyprus. Organisers
said their mission’s aim was
to draw renewed attention to
the poor living conditions of
the nearly two million Pal-
estinians in the Gaza Strip,
who are now living in exile
from their homes post the en-
clave’s heavy bombing and the
Hamas threat lingering there.

Nepal PATS continued aisence from Parliament draws Strong protests irom Opposition Parties

KATHMANDU: Lawmakers
from multiple opposi-
tion parties on Thursday
raised slogans to protest
the continued absence
of Nepal Prime Minister
Balendra Shah ‘Balen’ in
Parliament to respond
to their questions, lead-
ing to an adjournment
as proceedings were dis-
rupted.

This is the third time
since the session started
last week that the oppo-
sition parties have ob-
structed the proceedings
in the House of Repre-
sentatives and boycotted
the Parliament meetings
to oppose Shah’s ab-
sence.

“Down with the autocrat-
ic ruler,” “Prime Minister

is responsible to (an-
swer) Parliament,” “Ad-
dress the demands of the
Opposition,” “Make the
Prime Minister account-
able to Parliament,” and
“Implement Parliament’s
regulation” were the var-
ious slogans shouted in
the House by members of
almost all the opposition
parties, including Nepali
Congress, CPN-UML --
the Communist Party of
Nepal (Unified Marxist—
Leninist), Shram San-
skriti Party and Rastriya
Prajatantra Party.

“Is the prime minister
an emperor of a sepa-
rate state?” asked Arjun
Narasingha KC, a senior
leader and Parliament
member from the Nepali

Congress during the Spe-
cial Hour in the House.
KC expressed dissatisfac-
tion over the prime min-
ister’s absence from the
House at a time when the
government should be
taking serious issues such
as disaster management.
KC also pointed out that
Shah is currently han-
dling the responsibilities
of the Home Ministry. “Is
the prime minister part
of this Parliament or not?
I do not know,” KC said.
“He seems more like the
emperor of some sepa-
rate island rather than an
integral part of this Par-
liament.”

Speaker D P Aryal ad-
journed the House for
half an hour as the op-

position lawmakers dis-
rupted the proceedings.
He also promised the
House that he would talk
to the prime minister and
ask him to appear to re-
spond to the questions
raised by the lawmakers.
“The Speaker reportedly
held talks with the prime
minister visiting the
PM’s Office at Singhdur-
bar during the adjourn-
ment. But as he failed
to bring Shah before the
Parliament, the opposi-
tion resumed obstructing
the House,” said Reena
Uprety, a lawmaker from
the Nepali Congress.
Meanwhile, the Shram
Sanskriti Party, led by
Harka Raj Rai, boycotted
the meeting.

This is not the first time
that the opposition law-
makers lodged a protest
demanding PM Shah to
appear in person to re-
spond to the questions.
On May 14 and 19 too
they had obstructed the
Parliament proceedings
and boycotted the Parlia-
ment meetings to oppose
the PM’s absence in the
House. Despite the boy-
cott by the Shram San-
skriti and sloganeering
by the Opposition, the
Speaker announced that
a finance related bill ta-
bled by Finance Minis-
ter Swornim Wagley on
Wednesday has been en-
dorsed. The House was
then adjourned till Tues-
day.




