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It is never too
late to be what

you might
have been. 
–George Eliot
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The EARTH NEWS joins with the campaign 
launched by Honourable Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha Ji to eradicate 
drug menace from union territory of J&K. D
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Over two dozen ‘illegal’ structures demolished, 
60 kanals forest land retrieved; probe ordered
n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: Police and the for-
est department on Tuesday
carried out an anti-encroach-
ment drive in the outskirts of
Jammu city and demolished
around 20-30 structures to re-
trieve nearly 60 kanals of
prime forest land, officials
said.

Officials of the forest de-
partment, Forest Protection
Force, revenue department
and the police launched the
operation to evict alleged en-
croachers from the forest area.

Despite resistance from
the alleged encroachers, the
drive continued for nearly
three to four hours, during
which around 20-30 struc-
tures, mostly kaccha construc-
tions, were demolished in the
Mahamaya forest belt, they
said.

Officials said that nearly
60 kanals of land, worth
crores of rupees in the Raika
Bandi forest belt of the lower
Shivalik range, were re-
claimed during the operation.

The affected families
staged protests against the ac-

tion and termed the demoli-
tion drive "unjustified". They
alleged that the drive was car-
ried out without any prior no-
tice.

The officials said there
were hardly few structures in
this Mahamaya forest belt five
to six years ago but not scores
of illegal structures have come
up while new constructions
continue.

Officials said that the forest
department will undertake
mapping of tribal settlements
and other habitations in forest
areas across Jammu to check
further encroachments.

“All such areas will be
photographed and video-
graphed and the records will
be uploaded on official web-
sites after verification of doc-
uments,” an official said.

“We will not allow any for-
est land to be encroached
upon and all illegal occupa-
tions will be removed,” the offi-
cial added.

Meanwhile, Minister for
Forests Javed Ahmed Rana
reached out to people affected
by an anti-encroachment
drive in a forest area on the
outskirts of Jammu city on
Tuesday. He ordered a probe

into the Forest Department's
action, urging Lieutenant
Governor (L-G) Manoj Sinha
to act against the police and
file an FIR against them for al-
leged excesses during the op-
eration.

"I will request the L-G to
order filing of an FIR against
police officers for excesses
committed against people.
Law and order is under his ju-
risdiction. The police used
force and did not allow people
to offer prayers,” he alleged.

Police and Forest depart-
ment teams conducted a ma-
jor anti-encroachment drive
in the Raika Bandi forest belt
of the lower Shivalik range on
the outskirts of Jammu city.

The team demolished
over 30 structures and re-
trieved nearly 60 kanals of
prime forest land valued at
several crores, officials said.

"I have just returned from
Pir Panjal and ordered a probe
into the role of the Forest De-
partment," Rana told re-
porters.

"They are members of our
society, and I have said earlier
that because of their uP11

Sinha joins Padyatra in Pulwama

Narco-terrorists will be hunted down: LG 
n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha on
Tuesday issued a stern warn-
ing to the narco-terror
ecosystem in Jammu and
Kashmir, saying narco-ter-
rorists and drug-peddlers
can no longer hide and will
be hunted down even in their
deepest hideouts.

"Narco-terrorists and
drug peddlers can no longer
hide. The law enforcement
agencies are on their trail.
We will hunt you down even
in your deepest hideouts.
Our mission is not just ar-
rests but the complete de-
struction of narco-terror em-
pire and tearing out the very
roots from which this poison
spreads," the LG said.

He made these remarks

while addressing a gathering
in south Kashmir's Pulwama
district where he led a padya-
tra (foot-march) as part of
the 100-day 'Nasha Mukt J-
K Abhiyaan'.

Sinha said that over the
last 39 days, across different
districts of Jammu Kashmir,
neighbours became each

other's support and most im-
portantly long-standing si-
lence that hung over the UT
began to break.

"Today that silence has
turned into a loud, collective
outcry against drugs. Our
fight is against a vast narco-
terror network fuelled by
fear, greed, and uP11

Property 
worth 
Rs 1.5 Cr 
attached 
SRINAGAR: Property
worth Rs 1.5 crores belong-
ing to a notorious drug ped-
dler was on Tuesday at-
tached in Srinagar, police
said.

Continuing its intensi-
fied crackdown against
drug trafficking and nar-
cotics-related activities un-
der the ongoing 'Nasha
Mukt Jammu & Kashmir
Abhiyaan', Srinagar police
has attached a residential
house along with adjoining
land measuring seven mar-
las worth approximately Rs
1.50 crore, a police
spokesperson said.

He said the uP11

Three IAS, 
JKAS officers 
transferred 
JAMMU: The Jammu and
Kashmir Government on
Tuesday ordered transfers
and postings of several IAS
and JKAS officers in a fresh
administrative reshuffle
across the Union Territory.

According to Govern-
ment Order No. 938-
JK(GAD) of 2026 issued by
the General Administration
Department (GAD), Anil
Banka, IAS (AGMUT:2015),
who was serving as Special
Secretary to the Government,
Finance Department, has
been transferred and posted
as Director, Industries uP11

Gen Dwivedi: Op Sindoor 
showcased ‘smart power’

NEW DELHI: Under Op-
eration Sindoor, Indian
forces dismantled terror in-
frastructure, punctured a
long-standing strategic as-
sumption, and then stopped
"deliberately and purpose-
fully", and it reflected "smart
power" in its most complete
expression, Army Chief Gen

Upendra Dwivedi said on
Tuesday.

In his address at a semi-
nar hosted at the Manek-
shaw Centre here, he also
said that twelve months ago,
India offered the world a
"partial answer" to the so-
called smart power ques-
tion.uP11

NCW moves 
to establish 
office in J-K
SRINAGAR: The Na-
tional Commission for
Women has proposed to
open offices in the coun-
try's Union territories and
is awaiting approval from
the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs in this regard, Chair-
person Vijaya Rahatkar
said on Tuesday.

"We recently sent a
proposal to the ministry to
open commission offices
in the UTs. We are waiting
for the necessary approval
and permission in this re-
gard," Rahatkar, who is
here to hold public hearing
of complaints, told re-
porters.uP11

LG Sinha honours Nari Shakti 
with Lal Ded National Award 
n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: The Lieu-
tenant Governor Manoj
Sinha on Tuesday attended
the “Lal Ded National Award
Ceremony” at Srinagar. The
prestigious award event was
organised by Sarhad, Pune. 

Speaking on the occasion,
the Lieutenant Governor said
the Nari Shakti, honored by
Lal Ded National Award, has
achieved remarkable accom-
plishments in their respective
fields. He said the blessings of
saints like Lal Ded have nur-
tured and preserved the na-
tion’s vision, its arts, litera-
ture, music, folk traditions,
and deep spiritual wisdom.

“By setting new stan-
dards in their fields, remark-
able women achievers have
helped shape the soul of soci-
ety. Women empowerment

must be a top priority for both
society and government. We
must also prioritize women in
innovation and entrepre-
neurship so enterprises led by

them become stronger,” the
Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor
said in today's world, Lal
Ded’s message can uP11

Putin lands
in China for 
talks with Xi 
BEIJING: Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin arrived
in Beijing on Tuesday night
on a two-day state visit for
talks with his Chinese coun-
terpart Xi Jinping, days af-
ter US leader Donald
Trump travelled to China.

Xi and Putin will ex-
change views on bilateral
ties, cooperation in various
fields, as well as interna-
tional and regional issues of
mutual interest, the Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry said.

This is Putin's 25th visit
to China, foreign ministry
spokesperson Guo Jiakun
told a media briefing here
on Monday, emphasising
close strategic ties between
Russia and China as well as
strong friendship and rap-
port between the two lead-
ers.

"The two sides will take
this visit as an uP11

KUPWARA/BIJNOR
(UP): A case each was filed in
Uttar Pradesh and Jammu
and Kashmir on Tuesday in
the alleged religious conver-
sion of an 18-year-old barber
in Kupwara district of the
Union territory, officials said.

According to a complaint
by the father of the teenager,
Krishna Kumar, his son Vishal
had gone to work at a salon in
Ganderbal (Jammu and Kash-
mir) around three years ago,
along with Wasim, a resident
of Kajiwala village.

Kumar, a resident of
Khanjahanpur Bahadur vil-
lage in Bijnor, had claimed

that Vishal is 17 years of age.
According to the com-

plaint, on May 15, a cleric at
the Markazi Jamia mosque in
Ganderbal allegedly made
Vishal recite the 'kalma', fol-
lowing which his religion was
changed.

Kumar also stated that
during a phone conversation,
Vishal told him that he had
"come too far" and would not
return to Hinduism.

A Bijnor Police officer said
a video related to the incident
has also gone viral on social
media.

The complainant alleged
that after the alleged uP11

UP, J-K police probe 
barber’s conversion


