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MUMBAI:  India actively ne-
gotiated with the European 
Union to open its market 
for seafood exports, helping 
the country overcome chal-
lenges arising from steep 
US tariffs, Union Commerce 
and Industry Minister Piy-
ush Goyal said on Sunday.
Addressing reporters here, 
he said the government an-
ticipated disruptions and 
acted swiftly to secure alter-
native markets for Indian 
exporters.
“Our government works 24 
hours. Often, even before 
a problem arises, we begin 
planning and action,” he 
said.
Goyal said the US decision 
to impose 50 per cent tariff 
on Indian seafood had dealt 
a major blow to exports and 
caused distress among fish-
ermen.
“When America imposed 
a 50 per cent tariff on In-

dian seafood, our exports 
suffered a big setback. Fish-
ermen were very worried. 
The Centre responded by 
engaging with the Europe-
an Union and addressing 
regulatory bottlenecks that 
had earlier restricted Indian 
shipments,” he pointed out.
Several Indian fishing es-
tablishments had been del-
isted by the EU in the past, 
but India used quality con-
trol orders and standards to 

push for their restoration, 
he said.
“We took a firm approach 
and used quality control 
mechanisms. Today, more 
than 125 Indian fishery es-
tablishments have been 
registered,” he said, adding 
that this helped India re-
gain access to a large and 
stable market.
The minister said the stra-
tegic move yielded results, 
with seafood exports re-

cording a growth of around 
12-14 per cent last year de-
spite global uncertainties. 
He stressed that opening up 
the EU market was crucial 
given its massive import 
demand and importance in 
global trade.
Highlighting the broader 
approach, Goyal said India 
was focusing on securing 
long-term trade opportu-
nities through free trade 
agreements and global part-
nerships.
“If India has to become a 
developed nation, our in-
ternational agreements 
must lay the foundation for 
the next 20-25 years. Ex-
panding exports, boosting 
manufacturing and creating 
employment opportunities 
remain key priorities, and 
gaining access to major 
global markets is essential 
to achieve these goals,” the 
senior BJP leader asserted.

India got EU market opened for seafood through 
active talks amid US tariff challenge: Goyal

NEW DELHI: Childless wom-
en are perceived as a perfect 
fit to be ideal workers by 
organisations because of 
their image of middle-class, 
professionally educated, ca-
reer-oriented women who 
can negotiate well with gen-
der roles, a research by Goa 
Institute of Management 
(GIM) has found.
The research published in 
the prestigious internation-
al journal “Equity, Diversity 
and Inclusion” is a study 
on workplace microaggres-
sions, revealing new in-
sights into how underlying 
gender norms shape the ev-
eryday experiences of child-
less women professionals.
The study revealed that 
workplace interactions with 
colleagues can reinforce ex-
clusion. By challenging the 
general equation of wom-
anhood with motherhood, 
the study positioned child-

lessness as a valid yet over-
looked identity in organisa-
tional discourse.
According to Shelly Pandey, 
Assistant Professor at GIM, 
the research found that 
many times, organisational 
cultures operate on unspo-
ken assumptions linking 
femininity with mother-
hood.
“We found that these cul-
tures often lead to margin-
alisation of women who 
do not conform to this ex-
pectation, be it by choice 
or circumstance. The team 
applied the concept of mi-
croaggression to document 
and analyse the experiences 
of 45 middle-class, profes-
sionally engaged childless 
women from different cities 
in India,” she told PTI.
Through the qualitative 
study, the researchers found 
that, at the organisational 
level, childless women are 

perceived as a perfect fit for 
ideal workers, yet their ideal 
worker image is loaded with 
various expressions of mi-
croaggression.
“The study found that work-
place norms often frame 
motherhood as central to a 
woman’s identity, sidelin-
ing alternative life choices. 
Childless women encoun-
ter subtle exclusion both 
institutionally and inter-
personally, including from 
other women colleagues 
because of their image of 
middle-class, professionally 
educated, career-oriented 
women who can negotiate 
well with gender roles.
“There exists a moral un-
dertone in how childless-
ness is perceived, often 
casting it as incomplete or 
socially deviant. These bias-
es remain largely invisible 
yet contribute to persistent 
tensions between personal 

identity and professional 
expectations,” she said.
Research scholar Gyan-
da Girisha explained that 
whether someone is child-
less, childfree, a mother, 
or single, each person has 
a distinct identity that de-
serves recognition and in-
clusion.
“Reproductive choice is 
simply a personal decision 
and should not define one’s 
legitimacy or identity in 
the workplace. In our re-
search we found that micro-
aggressions are built into 
workplace culture and are 
repeated through daily con-
versations and behaviours 
that question women’s le-
gitimacy, commitment, 
and identity if they are not 
mothers.
“The research brings atten-
tion to a less-discussed dy-
namic: the role of women 
employees themselves.

Childless women perceived as perfect fit to be 
ideal workers by employers: B school research

SINGAPORE: Performers at a 
cultural festival in Singapore 
this weekend went home with 
an unusual reward – boxes of 
mangoes – as India expanded 
efforts to promote the exports 
of the fruit through community 
events.
Mangoes from different states 
were presented for songs, danc-
es and musical programmes 
during the “Threads of Indian 
Tradition” festival, held in the 
Nee Soon public housing estate 
in north-east Singapore.
This was the second such man-
go promotion festival organ-
ised this month by the High 
Commission of India in Sin-

gapore. The first one was held 
between May 1 and 3 at another 
public housing estate on the 

east coast, where over 6,000 
visitors sampled 10 varieties of 
Indian mangoes.

“Our endeavour has been to in-
troduce a diverse range of glob-
ally renowned Indian mangoes 
to our Singaporean friends,” 
High Commissioner of India 
Shilpak Ambule said on Sun-
day.
The two rounds of the mango 
promotion festival organised 
this year have been “received 
with enthusiasm,” he said. “We 
plan to do more such events in 
this mango season. We are not 
just showcasing Indian man-
goes, but giving a glimpse of 
Incredible India to our Singa-
porean friends, with the hope 
of bringing them even closer 
to India. Tanuja Mohindru, 

a homemaker who has been 
living in Singapore for more 
than a decade and is a regular 
volunteer at such communi-
ty festivals, told PTI that the 
presentation of mango boxes 
to performers at the recent cul-
tural event has “sparked great-
er buying interest” beyond the 
Indian diaspora.
“I have performed at dozens 
of events but it is the first time 
that I have been felicitated with 
a carton of mangoes, my fa-
vorite fruit,” said local musical 
star Thanesh (goes by a single 
name), who collaborated with a 
band of musicians at the week-
end festival.

 Indian mangoes become prize in Singapore Cultural Festival

COLOMBO: India and Sri Lanka 
on Sunday agreed to expedite 
implementation of the post-Dit-
wah reconstruction package of 
USD 450 million that New Del-
hi offered after one of the worst 
natural disasters hit the island 
nation. The issue was discussed 
when Indian High Commission-
er in Colombo Santosh Jha met 
Sri Lanka’s Labour Minister and 
Deputy Minister of Finance & 
Planning Anil Jayantha Fernan-
do here. “Agreed to expedite im-
plementation of the post-Ditwah 
reconstruction package of USD 
450 million,” Jha said in a post 
on X. On November 27 last year, 
Sri Lanka was hit by Cyclone 
Ditwah that affected over 3 mil-

lion people, caused widespread 
flooding and landslides, and re-
sulted in over 640 deaths.
India, as the first respond-
er, launched ‘Operation Sagar 
Bandhu’ on November 28 to 
provide relief, recovery assis-
tance and restore connectivity 
in Sri Lanka. That was in addi-
tion to the medicine and field 
hospitals that India set up in the 
island nation.
On December 23, India an-
nounced a reconstruction pack-
age of USD 450 million for Sri 
Lanka, as External Affairs Min-
ister S Jaishankar met with the 
island nation’s top leaders and 
assured Delhi’s steadfast com-
mitment to Colombo’s rebuild-

ing post-cyclone.
The assistance package included 
USD 350 million in concession-
al Lines of Credit and USD 100 
million of grants.
Jha further added that he dis-
cussed other bilateral projects 
by reviewing their progress. 
“Briefed him on the progress on 
various bilateral projects.”
Indian projects currently in Sri 
Lanka cover housing, health, 
water, infrastructure and tech-
nology in addition to the cul-
tural sector. The two sides also 
discussed and exchanged ideas 
on potential collaboration in 
domains of modern financial 
frameworks and cyber security, 
Jha added.

India, Sri Lanka agree to 
expedite Ditwah relief package

LONDON: Catherine West, a 
former Indo-Pacific minister 
in British Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer’s government, has 
given Labour ministers an 
ultimatum to unite behind a 
successor after the party’s di-
sastrous local election results.
The Labour MP from 
north London on Saturday 
launched a ‘stalking horse’ 
leadership bid aimed at en-
couraging a stronger con-
tender to emerge.
West said that Labour’s poor 
performance in Thursday’s 
elections for local councils 
across England and devolved 

administrations in Wales 
and Scotland was a “message 
from the working people” and 
the party must act to keep Re-
form UK leader Nigel Farage 
out of Downing Street.
“I was honoured to serve 
under Keir Starmer’s leader-
ship, both in Opposition and 
in Government. All of us in 
the Labour Party are thankful 
to Keir for the 2024 General 
Election and the good work 
since. I personally get on well 
with Keir,” said West.
“But his approach is not cut-
ting through, and the results 
over the past 48 hours are 

nothing short of disastrous. 
Unless things change, we risk 
Nigel Farage becoming prime 
minister. That’s why, with 
regret and significant sad-
ness, I firmly believe that Keir 
should outline his intention 
to resign as Prime Minister 
and oversee an orderly transi-
tion. “The Labour Party need 
the chance to have an honest 
conversation about how we 
deliver the change we prom-
ised in 2024, and that re-
quires new leadership which 
understands the urgent and 
real concerns of people across 
the UK,” she said.

Former UK Min challenges 
PM Starmer’s leadership

NEW DELHI:  Shriram Finance 
Limited (SFL), a non-banking fi-
nancial company (NBFC) on Sun-
day announced that Moody’s Rat-
ings has upgraded the company’s 
long-term Corporate Family Rating 
(CFR) to investment grade “Baa3” 
from “Ba1” and revised the outlook 
to “Stable” from “Positive”, accord-
ing to a company statement here.
A ‘Baa3’ rating is the lowest in-
vestment-grade level, which 
shows moderate credit risk, me-
dium-grade quality, and potential 
vulnerability.
The upgradation reflects the 
strengthening of Shriram Finance’s 
credit profile following the strategic 
equity investment by MUFG Bank. 
This is also due to the company’s 
strong underlying franchise, di-

versified funding profile, improved 
financial flexibility, and prudent 
balance sheet management.
This upgradation follows a series 
of rating upgrades last month from 
CRISIL Ratings Limited, ICRA Lim-
ited, and India Ratings & Research.
Additionally, on April 14, Fitch Rat-
ings upgraded SFL’s Long-Term 
Foreign- and Local-Currency Issuer 
Default Ratings to BBB- (minus) 
from BB (positive), with a stable 
outlook, removing the company 
from Rating Watch Positive.
Moody’s noted that the acquisi-
tion of 20pc equity stake by MUFG 
Bank has strengthened the compa-
ny’s credit profile, capital position, 
financial flexibility and access to 
domestic and international capital 
markets.

Moody’s upgrades SFL’s long-term 
corporate family rating to “Baa3”

DHAKA: Bangladesh’s High 
Court on Sunday rejected a bail 
petition of Hindu monk Brah-
machari Chinmoy Krishna Das 
since he is being tried in a lower 
court in connection with a law-
yer’s murder in 2024.
Das, a spokesperson for the 
Bangladesh Sammilita Sanatani 
Jagran Jote, was arrested from 
Dhaka’s Hazrat Shahjalal Inter-
national Airport on November 
25, 2024 for alleged sedition.
He was jailed after he was de-
nied bail by a court in the south-
eastern port city of Chattogram, 
which prompted his followers 
to protest in Dhaka and other 
places the next day. The protest 
turned violent in Chattogram, 
where the lawyer, a junior gov-
ernment prosecutor Saiful Is-
lam Alif, was killed.
“The High Court bench rejected 

our bail petition as recording of 
witnesses testimony is under-
way in the trial (lower) court in 
Chattogram,” Das’ lawyer Apur-
ba Kumar Bhattacharya told 
reporters.

Bhattacharya said the two-
judge bench of Justice KM Za-
hid Sarwar and Justice Sheikh 
Abu Taher, however, set Mon-
day for hearing bail petitions on 
four other cases against Das.

Chattogram Divisional Speedy 
Trial Tribunal on January 19 
indicted Das, a former ISKCON 
leader, and 38 others in connec-
tion with the death of the lawyer 
in Chattogram and opened a tri-
al against him.
Prosecutors in Chhattogram 
earlier said 39 people were ac-
cused of Alif’s murder while 23, 
including Das, were in custody 
to stand the trial in person with 
the remaining 16 absconding.
Das’ lawyer sought the bail say-
ing the monk was languishing 
in jail for a long time with ail-
ments.
Earlier on April 30 last year, the 
High Court granted him bail in 
the sedition case for allegedly 
insulting Bangladesh’s nation-
al flag but the Supreme Court’s 
apex Appellate Division subse-
quently stayed the bail order.

Bangladesh’s HC rejects detained Hindu monk Chinmoy Krishna Das’s bail petition 

NEW DELHI: India’s private cap-
ital expenditure surged 67 per 
cent year-on-year to Rs 7.7 lakh 
crore in September 2025 from 
Rs 4.6 lakh crore a year earlier, 
signalling a broad-based revival 
in the country’s investment cy-
cle, according to the Confeder-
ation of Indian Industry (CII).
In a statement, CII said its anal-
ysis of nearly 1,200 companies 
from the CMIE Prowess data-
base showed manufacturing 
remained the key driver of the 
capex push, contributing Rs 3.8 
lakh crore — nearly half of to-
tal private investment. Sectors 
such as metals, automobiles 
and chemicals led the manufac-
turing expansion.
The services sector accounted 
for Rs 3.1 lakh crore, or around 
40 per cent of total private in-

vestment, supported by strong 
spending in trading, communi-
cations and IT/ITeS.

“The 67 per cent jump in private 
capex to Rs 7.7 lakh crore is, by 
some distance, the most im-

portant signal yet that India’s 
investment cycle has decisively 
turned,” said Chandrajit Baner-
jee, Director General, CII.
He noted that capacity utili-
sation rose to 75.6 per cent in 
the third quarter of FY26 from 
74.3 per cent in the previous 
quarter, while new order books 
increased 10.3 per cent year-on-
year. Bank credit growth also 
averaged close to 14 per cent in 
the second half of FY26, com-
pared with around 10 per cent 
in the first half of the fiscal year.
Alongside the investment data, 
CII unveiled a five-point action 
agenda aimed at supporting 
the economy amid the ongoing 
West Asia crisis and global un-
certainties. The industry body 
proposed a phased rollback of 
the Rs 10 per litre cut in central 

excise duty on petrol and diesel 
over the next six to nine months 
as crude oil prices stabilise.
“A calibrated phased resto-
ration of the fuel excise will pro-
gressively relieve the exchequer 
of a very substantial burden 
without disrupting consumer 
sentiment, and industry is pre-
pared to absorb a meaningful 
share of input cost pressures 
within its own margins,” Baner-
jee said.
CII also suggested a voluntary 
energy conservation compact 
under which member compa-
nies would target a 3-5 per cent 
reduction in fuel and power 
consumption over the next two 
quarters.
“Every barrel saved at the facto-
ry gate is a barrel less the coun-
try has to import,” he added.

India’s private capex jumps 67 pc to Rs 7.7 lakh cr, signals investment revival: CII
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CHANDIGARH:  The Punjab 
government has set a bench-
mark in tax revenue with the 
highest-ever monthly collec-
tion of Goods and Services 
Tax (GST) at 2,987.38 crore 
in April, Finance Minister 
Harpal Singh Cheema said on 
Friday.
“The state has recorded a gross 
GST collection of Rs 2,987.38 
crore alongside a net GST col-
lection of Rs 2,725.08 crore. 
This exceptional performance 
reflects a remarkable year-on-
year net GST growth of 70.70 
per cent, translating to an im-
pressive increase of approxi-
mately Rs 1,129 crore over our 
collections in April 2025,” the 
minister for finance, planning, 
excise and taxation said.
Elaborating on Punjab’s posi-
tion in the country, the min-
ister said, “According to Gov-
ernment of India data, Punjab 
has recorded a staggering 66 
per cent growth in post-set-
tlement GST, surging from 

Rs 1,795 crore last year to Rs 
2,987 crore. This establishes 
us as the highest-growing state 
in the country, significantly 
outperforming the all-India 
growth average and leading all 
north Indian states.”
Providing context on the fis-
cal metrics, the state finance 
minister said, “While the year-
on-year comparison is influ-
enced by an abnormal IGST 
adjustment of Rs 859 crore 
from April 2025, neutralising 

this factor reveals an adjusted 
gross growth of 12.57 per cent 
and an adjusted net growth of 
10.97 per cent.”
“This clearly demonstrates 
our sustained, organic im-
provements in core tax admin-
istration and compliance,” he 
said, according to an official 
statement.
Attributing this financial mile-
stone to rigorous administra-
tive measures, the minister 
said, “Our robust GST growth 

is directly supported by inten-
sified enforcement activities 
across Punjab. Through the 
extensive leverage of data ana-
lytics, coordinated field action, 
and intelligence-based inspec-
tions, we have successfully im-
posed penalties exceeding Rs 
175 crore.
He further said that during a 
special anti-evasion operation 
in the iron and steel sector 
this April, the state executed 
a record enforcement drive by 
detaining nearly 200 vehicles 
in a single day.
Reiterating Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Singh Mann-led 
Punjab government’s commit-
ment to strengthening the rev-
enue base in the state, Chee-
ma emphasised, “Punjab’s 
top ranking in GST revenue 
mobilisation is a testament to 
the taxation department’s fo-
cused strategy, which perfect-
ly combines technology-driv-
en enforcement with genuine 
taxpayer facilitation”.

Punjab records highest-ever GST 
collection of Rs 2,987.4 cr in April

SURAT:  Gujarat Chief 
Minister Bhupendra Pa-
tel on Friday held one-
on-one meetings with the 
top envoys of Japan and 
Singapore in India on the 
sidelines of a regional 
industrial development 
and investment confer-
ence in Surat.
He inaugurated the 
two-day Vibrant Guja-
rat Regional Conference 
(VGRC) for South Guja-
rat at the Auro University 
campus in the diamond 
city.
On the sidelines of the 
conference, Patel held an 
important meeting with 
Japan’s Ambassador to 
India Ono Keiichi and 
discussed ways to further 
strengthen bilateral eco-
nomic cooperation, an 
official release said.
The ambassador congrat-
ulated the Chief Minister 

on the successful conduct 
of the conference and 
reaffirmed Japan’s com-
mitment to enhancing 
economic collaboration 
with Gujarat, the release 
said.
He emphasised that Jap-
anese companies are 
particularly interested in 
partnering in the semi-
conductor sector. Keiichi 
expressed the need for 
government support in 
developing supply parks 
for supporting industries 
related to semiconduc-
tors.
The Chief Minister high-
lighted the availability of 
skilled human resources 
and a strong skill ecosys-
tem in the state, as per 
the release.
The ambassador spoke 
about his positive experi-
ence while working with 
the Gujarat government 

and expressed eagerness 
for future collaboration. 
The discussion between 
Keiichi and the CM also 
covered new opportu-
nities in bulk drug and 
medical device parks in 
Gujarat, the release add-
ed.
Singapore’s High Com-
missioner to India, Si-
mon Wong, also met Pa-
tel. The diplomat noted 
that Singapore’s invest-
ment in Gujarat has been 
continuously growing, 
according to the release.
He highlighted that Sin-
gapore has made signifi-
cant investments in GIFT 
City in Gandhinagar and 
expressed confidence 
that the financial services 
centre will emerge as a 
hub for USD-INR bond 
issuance in the coming 
years, it said.
The high commission-

er shared ideas about 
setting up data centres 
in GIFT City and devel-
oping sandboxes for AI 
fintech and data locali-
sation. The city-state in 
Southeast Asia is keen 
to collaborate with India 
as it emerges as a global 
data and financial hub, 
he told the Gujarat CM.
Gujarat’s ease of doing 
business policies have 
made project implemen-
tation simpler, attracting 
both domestic and inter-
national investors, said 
Patel.
The Gujarat government 
is organising regional 
conferences across the 
state. These conferences 
are aimed at regional 
industrial development, 
promoting investments 
in various sectors as well 
as enhancing global en-
gagement.

Gujarat CM meets envoys from 
Japan and Singapore in Surat

KATHMANDU: National uni-
ty can be strengthened by fol-
lowing Lord Buddha’s guiding 
principles of tolerance and 
mutual goodwill, Nepal Presi-
dent Ramchandra Paudel said 
on Friday, on the occasion of 
Buddha Purnima.
The Himalayan nation is ob-
serving the 2570th Buddha 
Jayanti, or the birth anniver-
sary of Lord Buddha, who 
was born in Lumbini, Nepal, 
around the 6th century BC.
Buddha Jayanti is celebrated 
on Baishakh Poornima or the 
full moon day in the month of 
Baishakh of the Lunar calen-
dar every year.
The birth anniversary of the 

Buddha, regarded as the mes-
senger of non-violence and 
peace, is being celebrated 
across the country with hopes 
for peace.

Traditional pujas are per-
formed by Buddhists, with 
lamas and Buddhist gurus 
conducting ceremonies in 
Chaityas, monasteries, viha-

ras, and other sacred sites.
Various programmes are be-
ing organised at important 
pilgrimage sites like Lumbini, 
Swayambhu, and Bouddha to 
commemorate the day.
In his message on the occa-
sion, President Ramchandra 
Paudel said that national uni-
ty could be further strength-
ened by maintaining toler-
ance and mutual goodwill 
amid religious, social and 
cultural diversities, abiding 
by the messages and guiding 
principles of Lord Buddha, 
the proponent of non-vio-
lence and peace.
Extending his greetings to all 
through social media, Prime 

Minister Balendra Shah said 
that Nepal, blessed by the 
birth of Buddha, has always 
been in favour of non-violence 
and peace.
“The path shown by the Bud-
dha is the path to end suffer-
ing by seeking knowledge,” he 
said.
“As a ray of light enters, dark-
ness automatically disap-
pears; likewise, our journey 
should be in search of the light 
of knowledge, should be on 
the path to solve problems,” 
said Shah.
Buddha’s birth, enlighten-
ment, and Mahaparinirvana 
(death) all occurred on the full 
moon day of Baisakh. 

Nepal’s top leadership stresses unity, peace on Buddha Purnima

COLOMBO:  Sri Lanka 
on Friday appointed a 
four-member foreign ex-
perts panel to conduct an 
autopsy of a senior govern-
ment official who was found 
dead at his residence weeks 
after he was suspended 
from his job.
According to the police, the 
official, Rangana Nishantha 
Rajapaksa, 48, is suspected 
to have committed suicide 
in his house at Kuliyapitiya 
in the northwest region.
Rajapaksa’s body was 
found with cut injuries in 
the backyard of his house, 
the police said.
He was posted as an Assis-
tant Director at the Exter-

nal Resources Department 
of the Ministry of Finance.
He was among six officials 
suspended in March in 
connection with the loss of 
USD 2.5 million allegedly 
linked to the hacking of the 

Finance Ministry account 
-- a case in which an inves-
tigation is underway.
Sri Lanka’s main oppo-
sition Samagi Jana Bala-
wegaya (SJB) last week 
turned the heat on the gov-

ernment over the loss of 
funds caused by the alleged 
hacking. Secretary to the 
Treasury Harshana Suri-
yapperuma has confirmed 
that USD 2.5 million from 
the Treasury account was 
hacked in connection with 
a foreign debt repayment to 
Australia in January.
This was a part payment of 
a larger USD 22.9 million 
debt settlement.
Sri Lanka recovered from 
an economic crisis around 
four years ago when the 
country almost entirely ran 
out of foreign exchange, 
leading to external debt 
default worth billions of 
dollars.

Sri Lanka appoints panel for autopsy 
of suspended govt official found dead 

BEIJING: China plans to ex-
pand its low-earth orbiting 
space station, potentially 
more than doubling in size, 
as the rival International 
Space Station (ISS) is set to 
be phased out by 2031.
Currently, China’s Tian-
gong and the ISS, a collab-
orative project involving 
NASA along with the space 
agencies of Russia, Europe, 
Japan and Canada, are in 
orbit.
NASA plans to retire ISS, 
the largest human-made 
structure in space and serve 

as a continuously occupied 
laboratory orbiting Earth, 
which will make the Chi-
nese space station one of its 
kind orbiting Earth.
China built its space sta-
tion after it was reportedly 
excluded from the Interna-
tional Space Station (ISS) 
over concerns that its space 
programme is manned by 
the People’s Liberation 
Army (PLA).
It is currently the only coun-
try to have a space station 
which became operational 
in 2022. The station is rela-

tively small compared to the 
football court-sized ISS, in 
which several internation-
al astronauts have carried 
out over 3,000 experiments 
since its operationalisation 
in 1998.
NASA plans to retire the 
ISS in early 2031, using a 
dedicated de-orbit vehicle, 
being developed by SpaceX, 
to guide it into a controlled 
re-entry over the South Pa-
cific, according to reports.
When the ISS, which is a 
collaborative project of sev-
eral countries.

China plans to expand its space 
station as NASA phases out ISS

BHOPAL: Madhya Pradesh Con-
gress chief Jitu Patwari on 
Friday targeted the Union gov-
ernment over LPG prices, say-
ing that after the elections, the 
common people are facing the 
brunt of inflation.
Despite the promises made 
during the elections to reduce 
inflation, the prices of essential 
commodities are continuously 
rising, he said at a press confer-
ence.
Since February, there has been a 
significant increase in the pric-
es of commercial gas cylinders, 
which has increased operational 
costs for hotels, restaurants and 
small businesses, affecting the 
common consumer, he said.
The rising prices of cooking gas 

have affected household bud-
gets of the poor and middle 
class, and the people are fac-
ing hardships due to inflation, 
unemployment and economic 
challenges, the Congress leader 
said.
The BJP government and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi were 
responsible for the rising in-
flation and unemployment, he 
claimed.
The Congress will continue to 
raise the voice of the people on 
these issues, Patwari added.
The price of commercial LPG 
was hiked by the steepest ever 
Rs 993 per 19-kg cylinder on 
Friday.
Prices of domestic cooking gas 
LPG remained unchanged.

MP: Congress slams Centre over 
inflation, cooking gas prices

PESHAWAR: At least 13 ter-
rorists have been killed by 
Pakistani security forces 
along the Afghanistan bor-
der in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
province, the military’s me-
dia wing said on Friday.
The terrorists, belonging 
to Fitna-al-Khwarij, were 
killed in Mohmand and 
North Waziristan districts 
on April 28 and 29, the In-
ter-Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR) said.
Fitna al-Khawarij is a term 
the state uses to refer to the 
banned Tehreek-i-Taliban 
Pakistan (TTP).
In Mohmand district, move-
ment of a group of khwarij 
trying to infiltrate through 
the Pakistan-Afghanistan 

border was picked up by the 
security forces.
The troops effectively en-
gaged the group and eight 
khwarij were killed, the 
statement said.
In another engagement, the 
troops effectively foiled an-
other infiltration attempt 

by a group of khwarij along 
the Pakistan-Afghanistan 
border in North Waziristan 
district and after intense 
fire exchange, five terrorists 
were neutralised. Sanitisa-
tion operations were being 
conducted to eliminate any 
other terrorist found in the 

area. The statement high-
lighted that the counter-ter-
rorism campaign under the 
vision “Azm-e-Istehkam,” 
approved by the Federal 
Apex Committee on the 
National Action Plan, will 
continue at full pace. “The 
Afghan Taliban regime 
must fulfil its obligations 
and deny the use of Afghan 
soil by khwarij and involve-
ment of its citizens in ter-
rorism inside Pakistan,” the 
statement added. Despite 
record militant deaths, Pa-
kistan saw a sharp escala-
tion in militant violence in 
2025, with terrorist attacks 
rising by 34 per cent and 
terrorism-related fatalities 
increasing.

13 terrorists killed in Pak’s Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa along Afghan border

AMARAVATI: The Andhra 
Pradesh government on Friday 
operationalised the Andhra 
Pradesh Sustainable Electric 
Mobility Policy 4.0 by notify-
ing five model e-mobility cities 
aimed at promoting green ur-
ban transport systems.
Municipal Minister PG Naraya-
na said the government is com-
mitted to promoting ‘Ease of 
Living and Ease of Doing Busi-
ness’ through future-ready ur-
ban infrastructure and sustain-
able mobility systems.
He said the initiative will help 
improve transport efficiency 
and reduce pollution.
“Government of Andhra 
Pradesh has issued orders 
operationalising the Andhra 
Pradesh Sustainable Electric 
Mobility Policy (4.0) 2024-29 

by notifying five Model E-Mo-
bility Cities across the State, 
marking a major step towards 
building a sustainable, technol-
ogy-driven, and future-ready 
urban mobility ecosystem,” said 
an official press release.
Principal Secretary S Suresh 
Kumar said the initiative marks 
a transformational shift in ur-
ban mobility planning by inte-
grating clean energy, advanced 
infrastructure and sustainable 
transport systems, while high-
lighting the state’s long-term 
carbon neutrality vision.
Under the framework, Vi-
sakhapatnam, Rajahmundry, 
Vijayawada, Nellore and Tir-
upati have been identified as 
model cities representing dif-
ferent administrative regions 
for implementing electric mo-

bility ecosystems.
The policy envisages devel-
opment of EV charging infra-
structure, green routes, battery 
swapping stations, zero emis-
sion zones and integrated urban 
mobility systems to accelerate 
electric vehicle adoption.
According to officials, the plan 

includes one EV charging sta-
tion per 3x3 km grid within cit-
ies and one station every 30 km 
along inter-city green corridors 
and highways.
The government has proposed 
a dedicated corpus fund of Rs 
250 crore under the policy, al-
locating Rs 50 crore for each 
identified city to support infra-
structure and adoption initia-
tives.
The framework outlines phased 
implementation covering EV 
charging networks, green 
freight corridors, electric public 
transport systems, renewable 
energy integration and smart 
urban mobility planning.
City-specific plans include 
green tourism mobility in Vi-
sakhapatnam, logistics-focused 
EV infrastructure in Vijayawa-

da, river transport electrifica-
tion in Rajahmundry, fisheries 
logistics in Nellore and pilgrim 
mobility in Tirupati.
Meanwhile, the framework 
aligns with national guidelines 
such as Ministry of Power EV 
norms, PM E-DRIVE scheme 
and state-level sustainable 
building codes to ensure stan-
dardised implementation.
Narayana said the initiative will 
attract investments in EV man-
ufacturing, charging infrastruc-
ture, battery technologies and 
allied sectors while generating 
employment opportunities.
He added that Andhra Pradesh 
is emerging as a progressive 
state in sustainable urban re-
forms, green mobility adoption 
and integrated infrastructure 
planning.

Andhra govt notifies five model e-mobility cities under EV policy 4.0
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NEW YORK: New York 
City Mayor Zohran Mam-
dani said he would en-
courage King Charles III 
to return the Koh-i-Noor 
diamond.

“If I was to speak to 
the King separately from 
that, I would probably en-
courage him to return the 
Koh-i-Noor diamond,” 
Mamdani said at a press 
conference Wednesday 
before he met the British 
monarch in the city later 
in the day. Mamdani was 
asked what he would say 
to the King, who visited 
New York City on the sec-
ond day of his State Visit 
to the US.

Hours later, Mamdani 
met King Charles at the 
9/11 memorial, but it was 
not confirmed whether he 
discussed the Koh-i-Noor 
issue with the British 
monarch.

King Charles and 
Queen Camilla visited 
the 9/11 Memorial to pay 
their respects to the vic-
tims of the terror attack.

King Charles ad-
dressed a joint meeting 
of the US Congress Tues-
day, as he and Queen Ca-
milla were honoured at 
a state dinner hosted by 
President Donald Trump 
and First Lady Mela-
nia Trump in the White 
House.

They also visited Har-
lem Grown, a network of 
urban farms supporting 
children and families in 
Upper Manhattan.

The 105.6-carat Koh-i-
Noor diamond was given 
to Queen Victoria in 1849 
by Maharajah Duleep 
Singh. It was worn by 

the Queen Mother on her 
crown in 1937.

India has indicated 
that it will continue to ex-
plore ways to bring back 
the Koh-i-noor from the 
United Kingdom.

The country has been 
raising the matter from 
time to time with the UK 

government and said it 
will continue to explore 
ways and means for ob-
taining a “satisfactory 
resolution of the matter.”

The Koh-i-Noor dia-
mond is currently dis-
played at the Tower of 
London. 

The diamond, set with-
in the Crown of Queen 
Elizabeth the Queen 
Mother, has “many pre-
vious owners, including 
Mughal Emperors, Shahs 
of Iran, Emirs of Afghan-
istan, and Sikh Mahara-
jas,” according to the 
Historic Royal Palaces 
charity.

The 34-year-old Indi-
an-descent Mamdani is 
the son of renowned film-
maker Mira Nair and Co-
lumbia University profes-
sor Mahmood Mamdani.

He is the first Muslim, 
the first Indian-origin, 
the first born in Africa, 
and the youngest one in 
more than a century to 
become the Mayor of New 
York.

NYC Mayor Mamdani says he would encourage 
King Charles to return the Koh-i-Noor diamond

                ACROSS THE GLOBE  

WASHINGTON: The US 
Coast Guard is struggling 
to keep basic operations 
running as the partial 
75-day-long government 
shutdown has left it unable 
to pay its bills, with more 
than $300 million in obli-
gations now overdue.

Speaking to CBS News, 
Commandant Kevin Lun-
day described the situation 
as surreal, saying it “seems 
like a horror movie” as 
power outages have begun 
to hit bases and housing 
across the country.

In just the past week, 
stations in Port Huron, 
Michigan, and Channel Is-
lands, California, lost wa-
ter service. At Air Station 
Barbers Point in Hawaii, 
natural gas was tempo-

rarily cut off. A recruiting 
office in St. Louis was left 
in the dark, with officers 
being forced to resort to 
flashlights until power re-
turned.

The partial shutdown 
stems from a funding 
lapse at the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS), 
under which the Coast 
Guard operates. Unlike 
other military branches 
funded through the Penta-
gon, it is uniquely exposed 
when DHS funding stalls.

The crisis has also af-
fected senior officers, as 
electricity was shut off at 
the home of a rear admiral 
in New Orleans, forcing his 
family to leave for a hotel.

That property is one of 
nearly 1,000 Coast Guard 

housing units now at risk, 
with 43% of homes carry-
ing unpaid bills more than 
a month overdue.

Across the service, more 
than 6,000 utility bills re-
main unpaid, adding up to 
a massive $5.2 million. In 
many cases, power, water 
and gas have only been 
restored after personnel 
personally contacted pro-
viders and pleaded for le-
niency.

“We’re starting to see 
electricity, water, natural 
gas… shut off,” Lunday 
said. “Not just where peo-
ple work, but where they 
live.”

Further disrupting 
work efficiency, the crisis is 
now also directly affecting 
readiness.

US Coast Guard struggling to 
keep basic operations running

NEW DELHI: Private airport op-
erators have urged the government 
to provide regulatory support and 
increase the user development fee for 
international passengers to compen-
sate for their revenue loss due to the 
temporary cut in landing and park-
ing charges.

As part of efforts to provide relief 
to domestic airlines facing significant 
headwinds in the wake of the West 
Asia conflict, Airport Economic Reg-
ulatory Authority (AERA), on April 
7, announced a 25 per cent reduc-
tion in landing and parking charges 
for all domestic flights across major 
airports.

The reduced charges will be in 
place for three months.

Against this backdrop, the Asso-
ciation of Private Airport Operators 
(APAO) has written to the civil avia-
tion ministry, seeking “urgent policy 
and regulatory support for the air-
port operators”, saying that reduced 
charges are likely to materially im-
pact their immediate cash flows, debt 
repayment ability and operational 
sustainability.

The association described AERA’s 
decision as “arbitrary” and a differ-
entiated, airport-specific approach 
would better align with the princi-
ples of cost causation and equity.

“Airports in India, particularly 
those with substantial exposure to 
international traffic, are facing traf-
fic reductions, revenue losses, cost 
escalation, and operational risks. 
Besides, the Airport operators also 
bear significant losses of Non-Aero-
nautical Revenue, which is lost for-
ever, and there is no way to recover 

them,” the letter, written earlier this 
week, said.

The association, whose mem-
bers include GMR Group and Adani 
Group, has said that AERA should 
be directed to hike the landing and 
parking charges immediately after 
completion of the relief period, as 
well as true-up the under-recovery 
from the aggregate revenue require-
ment.

“The loss due to landing and park-
ing can be compensated by an in-
crease in UDF for international pas-
sengers in the same period. This will 
avoid true-up at a later stage,” it said.

Airport operators are required to 
remit revenue share/per passenger 
fee to the Airports Authority of India 
(AAI) as per the respective conces-

sion agreements.
According to APAO, the minis-

try should direct AAI to defer such 
payments for an amount equal to the 
projected reduction in landing and 
parking charges, applicable for the 
relief period, without any interest or 
penalty. A total of 14 airport opera-
tors, including those of Delhi, Banga-
lore, Cochin, Hyderabad and Mum-
bai, are members of the association.

Earlier this week, the Federation 
of Indian Airlines (FIA), which rep-
resents IndiGo, Air India and Spice-
Jet, told the government that the 
country’s airline industry is under 
extreme stress and on the verge of 
“stopping operations”, as they sought 
revision in jet fuel pricing and finan-
cial support.

Pvt airport operators seek govt support, higher UDF 
for int’l passengers to compensate revenue loss

Govt slashes Vodafone 
Idea AGR dues by about 27 
percent to Rs 64,046 crore
NEW DELHI: The government 
has slashed adjusted gross 
revenue liability on debt-rid-
den Vodafone Idea by about 
27 per cent to Rs 64,046 crore 
after reassessment of statuto-
ry dues, a company filing said 
on Thursday.

The Department of Telecom 
(DoT) has frozen the AGR 
dues as on December 31, 2025, 
at Rs 87,695 crore and that 
the said amount was, however, 
subject to reassessment by the 
DoT and final approval by a 
Committee to be constituted 
by the DoT to reassess the 
AGR dues.

“We now wish to submit 
that the DoT vide its commu-
nication dated 30 April 2026 
has informed that the Com-
mittee formed for the purpose 
has finalised the AGR dues at 
Rs 64,046 crore as on 31 De-
cember 2025,” the filing said.

The company has to clear 
final dues in two sets spread 
over a period of ten years. It 
will need to pay a minimum 
of Rs 100 crore annually over 
four years from FY 2031-32 
to FY 2034-35 and the re-
maining amount in six equal 
instalments annually from FY 
2035-36 to FY 2040-41, the 
filing said.

SURAT: Union Ministers 
Hardeep Singh Puri and CR 
Patil will take part in the 
third edition of Vibrant Gu-
jarat Regional Conference 
(VGRC) to be held here on 
May 1 and 2, an official said 
on Thursday.

The VGRC, which is fo-
cused on the holistic devel-
opment of south Gujarat, 
will be held at Auro Univer-
sity here, while the Vibrant 
Gujarat Regional Exhibi-
tion (VGRE) will be held 
from May 1 to 5 at the same 
venue, he said.

“Union Minister for Pe-
troleum and Natural Gas 
Hardeep Singh Puri and 
Union Minister for Jal 
Shakti CR Patil will attend 
the third edition of Vibrant 
Gujarat Regional Confer-
ence (VGRC), focused on 
the holistic development of 
couth Gujarat, to be held on 
May 1 and 2,” a release said.

This year Japan, Rwan-
da, Ukraine, and Singa-
pore have joined as partner 
countries for VGRC, while 
international organizations 
such as JETRO, USISPF, 
AMCHAM, KOTRA, and 
the Russian Trade Repre-
sentation will participate 
as partner organizations, it 
added.

Foreign diplomats will 
also attend the conference, 
including Rwanda’s High 
Commissioner to India 

Jacqueline Mukangira, 
Ukraine’s Ambassador and 
Plenipotentiary to India 
Dr Oleksandr Polishchuk, 
Singapore’s High Commis-
sioner to India Simon Wong 
and Japan’s Ambassador to 
India Keiichi Ono, the re-
lease said.

Deputy Chief Minister 
Harsh Sanghavi said the 
south Gujarat region will 
benefit from this confer-
ence, as it will see numer-
ous memorandums of un-
derstanding (MoUs) and 
investments.

Chief Minister Bhupen-
dra Patel will interact with 
industrialists and leaders 
from various sectors on the 
first day of the conference, 
he added.

During the day, Sang-
havi distributed financial 
assistance worth Rs 1,349 
crore to 11,029 entrepre-
neurs with a single click.

The release said the 
state government will an-
nounce a new and smart 
GIDC estate in south Gu-
jarat, adding that a series 
of seminars, panel discus-
sions, and roundtables will 
be organized, covering var-
ious sectors and emerging 
opportunities during the 
two-day conference.

“On the first day, sem-
inars will focus on sectors 
such as agriculture and hor-
ticulture, textiles, chemi-

cals and petrochemicals, 
startups, nuclear energy, 
fertilizers, natural gas, and 
more, aligned with evolving 
global supply chains. Addi-
tionally, Japan and Ukraine 
will host seminars on topics 
like women empowerment,” 
the release stated.

On the second day, a re-
gional MSME conclave will 
be held, featuring seminars 
on gems and jewellery, cir-
cular economy, skill de-
velopment, aerospace and 
defence, fisheries and coop-
eratives, green energy and 
green hydrogen, ecotour-
ism, and urban economic 
zone development, it added.

The VGRE will include 
parallel events such as ven-
dor development programs, 
an international Reverse 
Buyer-Seller Meet (RBSM), 
and an industry fair.

The release noted that 
it will provide a strong 
platform for industries, 
MSMEs, startups, and 
government departments 
from districts like Bharuch, 
Dang, Navsari, Surat, Tapi, 
and Valsad.

The state government 
aims to drive balanced 
and sustainable industrial 
growth in south Gujarat, le-
veraging strategic partner-
ships and active investor 
participation to elevate the 
region’s development, the 
release said.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
on Thursday said that it 
was actively engaged with 
the US and Iran to end the 
war in West Asia and re-
store peace and stability in 
the region and beyond.

“Anything that pass-
es through the conduit of 
diplomatic channels in Pa-
kistan is honestly commu-
nicated to the other side,” 
Foreign Office Spokesper-
son Tahir Andrabi said at 
the weekly briefing.

He added that the clock 
on diplomacy has not 
stopped but is functional.

“We are in contact with 
the relevant parties on 
the matter. Regarding ne-
gotiations, both new and 
old proposals are on the 
table. We hope peace will 
prevail,” Andrabi said, re-
ferring to efforts to bring 

about an end to hostilities 
between the two countries.

Andrabi said that Paki-
stan was hopeful of a ne-
gotiated settlement of this 
issue, emphasising that 
“we encourage direct ne-
gotiations between the two 
sides”.

He expressed hope for 
“stable relations between 
Iran and the US”.

The statement came 
after the second round of 
talks between the US and 
Iran could not materialise 
despite Pakistan’s hectic ef-
forts to bring the two sides 
to the negotiating table.

Iranian Foreign Minis-
ter Abbas Araghchi made 
two brief visits to Pakistan 
within 48 hours over the 
weekend, meeting with 

Field Marshal Asim Munir 
and PM Shehbaz Sharif to 
discuss the regional situ-
ation. Even the US nego-
tiators were ready to visit 
Islamabad for talks, but the 
meeting could not happen.

Pakistan hosted the 
first round of direct talks 
between Iran and the US 
in Islamabad on April 11, 
but the two sides failed to 
reach an agreement to end 
the war.

President Donald 
Trump on Sunday said 
that the US and Iranian 
officials can talk by phone 
for a peace solution to the 
conflict.

Last week, Trump ex-
tended the two-week cease-
fire with Iran indefinitely 
to give Tehran more time to 
prepare a unified proposal 
to end the war.

The war began when 
the US and Israel jointly 
attacked Iran on Febru-
ary 28, killing Iranian Su-
preme Leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei and several top 
commanders. The retalia-
tion by the Islamic Repub-
lic extended the war to the 
entire Gulf region.

As hinted by the spokes-
person, Pakistan is still 
making efforts to bring an 
end to the conflict.

The spokesperson also 
strongly condemned the 
“unprovoked” firing and 
shelling by Afghan forc-
es in the border areas of 
South Waziristan adjacent 
to Bannu district, including 
Angoor Adda.

He said efforts are ongo-
ing to ensure the safety of 
local populations and pre-
vent further incidents.

Pak says it’s actively engaged with US and Iran to end West Asia war

Union ministers Puri, CR Patil to take part in 
Vibrant Gujarat Regional Conference in Surat

LONDON: British Prime 
Minister Keir Starmer on 
Thursday said the govern-
ment will fast-track a new 
law to target “malign state 
actors” as he chaired a se-
curity meeting in the wake 
of an “anti-semitic terror-
ist attack” in London.

His intervention came 
as it emerged that the 
45-year-old Somalia-born 
suspect, in custody over 
the stabbing of two Jew-
ish men at Golders Green 
on Wednesday, had been 
referred to the UK’s count-
er-terrorism programme 
for extremist views.

The Home Office said 
he had arrived in the UK 
as a child migrant before 
acquiring British citizen-
ship and the police noted a 
history of “serious violence 
and mental health issues”.

“There is no getting 
away from the fact that this 
was not a one-off,” Starmer 
said in an opening address 
during a criminal jus-
tice-focused meeting at 10 
Downing Street. 

“This has been a series 

of attacks on our Jewish 
community, particularly in 
recent weeks. And there is 
a very deep sense of anxi-
ety, of concern about se-
curity, about safety, about 
identity, frankly.

“So, we have to under-
stand that wider impact 
and that visceral feeling 
that many in our Jewish 
community have. And we 
have to be really clear that 
an attack on our Jewish 
community is an attack on 
all of us. And we have to 
approach it in that way,” he 
said.

Earlier, the Metropoli-
tan Police’s Senior Nation-
al Coordinator for Counter 
Terrorism indicated that 
her teams “remain alive to 
the threat of Iranian state 
aggression in the UK” as 
the conflict in West Asia 
continues to evolve.

There has been con-
cern around the Iranian 
regime’s “routine use of 
criminal proxies” and “re-
cruiting violence as a ser-
vice”.

“We are fast-tracking 

legislation to deal with ma-
lign state actors,” Starmer 
stated. 

While no further details 
have been laid out yet, it is 
expected to mean that any-
one acting as a proxy of a 
state-sponsored group can 
be investigated and prose-
cuted under the UK’s Na-
tional Security Act. 

Home Secretary Sha-
bana Mahmood also told 
reporters that a new ter-
ror-like law to ban state-
backed groups and individ-
uals behind attacks in the 
UK will be unveiled in the 
King’s Speech on May 13. 
The speech will mark the 
start of a new parliamen-
tary session, spelling out a 
list of bills the government 
hopes to pass into law. 

Starmer added: “After 
an attack like that, a terror 
attack, an appalling attack, 
an anti-semitic attack yes-
terday, it’s often said that 
we stand with our Jew-
ish community. And we 
do stand with our Jewish 
community, of course, we 
do.

UK to fast-track law against malign 
state actors after terrorist attack


