“The most
difficult thingis
thedecisionto
act;therestis
merely tenacity.”

—Amelia Earhart
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(Geopolitical importance of &K and Ladakh was well known to Hindu
Maharajas of united J&K and Ladakh for India post British Rulein India

INKING THE TRUTH

Govt employee
arrested for
receiving bribe

JAMMU: The Jammu and
Kashmir Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) on Monday ar-
rested a government em-
ployee in Kathua district for
allegedly demanding a bribe,
officials said.

The accused, Desh Raj,
was a junior assistant in the
Social Welfare Department,
posted in the Billawar area of
the district. He had allegedly
sought Rs 10,000 from a man
for releasing financial assis-
tance under the state mar-
riage assistance scheme for
his daughter's wedding
scheduled on April 16, they
said.

The complainant ap-
proached the ACB, following
which a discreet verification
was conducted that con-
firmed the demand and the
employee was arrested.

J&K ACB traps and ar-
rests Des Raj, Junior Assis-
tant, Social Welfare Depart-

Shivang Satya Gupta
Editor-in-Chief

istory oftenhasa
tendency tocom-
press complexreali-
tiesinto simple nar-
ratives. Individuals are either
elevated as heroes orre-
duced to scapegoats, while
the larger forces shaping
events fadeinto the back-
ground. Inthe case of Ma-
haraja Hari Singh Ji, the last
ruler of Jammu and Kashmir,
this simplification has been
particularly stark. He is fre-
quently portrayed as indeci-
siveatacrucialmomentin
1947, orasarulerdiscon-

nected from the political cur-

rents of his time.

But the fact of the matter

isthat the Hindu Maharajas
of united J&K and Ladakh
were well versed with the
Geopoliticalimportance of
J&K and Ladakh for India
post British Rulein India.
Yet, a closer look at his-

toryreveals a far more differ-

ent picture. His intervention
atthe Round Table Confer-

encein1930, where he spoke
of India’s dignity and itsright-

ful placeamong nations, re-
flects aleader who was nei-

therunaware norindifferent.
It shows aruler conscious of
sovereignty, self-respect and
the broader political trans-
formations underway. The
question, then, is not merely
about Hari Singh’s decisions,
butabout the circumstances
within which those decisions
were made.

Jammu and Kashmirwas
never anordinary princely
state. Its geography alone
ensured that it would be
treated differently. Nestled
at the crossroads of South
Asia, Central Asiaand China,

theregion has historically
been more thanjust a territo-
rial entity—it has beena
strategic pivot.

Bordering regions that
have long been theatres of
global andregional contes-
tation, Jammu and Kashmir
was destined to be watched
closely, influenced continu-
ously and contested repeat-
edly. During the British colo-
nial period, it lay on the edge
of the “Great Game”—theri-
valry betweenimperial pow-
ers forinfluence in Central
Asia. This made theregion

notjustafrontier,buta
buffer.

Suchalocationrarelyal-
lows for political neutrality or
independent evolution. In-
stead, itinvitesintervention,
shapes external interests
andimposes constraints on
internal choices. For Jammu
and Kashmir, this meant that
its future was never going to
be determined solely by the
will of itsruler orits people.

To attribute theregion’s
prolonged instability solely
todecisionstakenin1947is
to overlook decades of

geopolitical conditioning.
The circumstances sur-
rounding the accession of
Jammu and Kashmir to India
did notemergeinisolation;
they were the outcome ofa
long process shaped by im-
perial strategies and regional
rivalries.

Frontierinstability, forin-
stance, was notaccidental. It
was oftenatoolused by
colonial powers to maintain
influence without direct con-
trol. By keeping border re-
gions politically unsettled,
imperial authorities P11

Modi flags 'One Nation, One Poll',
UCC as unfinished agendas of BIP

B Cong keeps singing to Pak's tune: PM

-

NEW DELHI: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on
Monday flagged Uniform
Civil Code and 'One Nation,
One Election' as two of the

BJP. He said serious discus-
sions are taking place on
them, and positive strides
have been made.

Virtually addressing an

Foundation Day, Modi also
said it was the BJP that first
raised the issue of women's
reservation in 1994, while
the current BJP-led Central
government is fully commit-
ted to ensure that the
Women's Reservation Act --
which would provide 33 per
cent reservation for women
in the Lok Sabha and state
assemblies -- is implemented
in the 2029 general elections.

Targeting the Congress,
he said BJP workers endured
many hardships -- such as
the Emergency and oppres-
sion -- under the grand old
party's rule. Many BJP work-
ers have even sacrificed their
lives, he said, as witnessed in
states like West Bengal and
Kerala "where violence has
been turned into a political

Probe ordered

by LG into Ganderbal

encounter needs swift inquiry: Omar

&& cM hands
over job
letters to 124
candidates
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JAMMU: Jammu and Kash-
mir Chief Minister Omar Ab-
dullah on Monday refused to
enter into the debate on
whether a judicial or magis-
terial probe should be or-
dered into the Ganderbal en-
counter, and justified the
probe ordered by the lieu-
tenant governor, stating that a
prompt inquiry was needed.
The Army has claimed
that the man killed in the en-
counter in Arhama forests on
March 31 --identified as Gan-
derbal resident Rashid Ah-
mad Mughal -- was a terror-
ist. However, his family
alleged that he had no terror

counter fake, while demand-
ing the return of his body for
proper burial.

"I'will not get into the de-
bate over whether there
should be a judicial probe or
a magisterial probe," Abdul-
lah told reporters in reply to
aquestion on theissue.

Highlighting procedural
delays, the chief minister said

under
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ten takes considerable time.

"The issue with a judicial
inquiry is that it takes a lot of
time. First of all, sitting
judges are not easily available
nowadays, and the Supreme
Court has also placed consid-
erable restrictions on such
appointments. Even bringing
in a retired judge is not that
easy," hesaid.
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process, Abdullah said, "I be-
lieve that the inquiry should
be conducted without wast-
ing time. It should be initi-
ated immediately, and if
there is truth in the matter, it
should be brought before the
public."

Endorsing the magiste-
rial probe ordered by the lieu-
tenant governor, he said, "I

ment, Billawar, p> P11

unfinished agendas of the

event on the BJP's 47th

culture".p> P11

links and termed the en-

ordering a judicial inquiry of-

Advocating a

swift

think the approach P> P11

NIA begins probe into arms
smuggling through drones

NEW DELHI: The National Investi-
gation Agency (NIA) has launched a
probe into the smuggling of arms and
ammunition via drones across the In-
dia-Pakistan border, suspecting a
larger conspiracy aimed at carrying
out terror attacks in India, officials
said on Monday.

Acting on a directive from the
Union home ministry, the anti-terror
agency has registered a case to investi-
gate the alleged role of a Pakistan-
based terror operative, Jasvir Chaud-
hary, his Indian associate Shubham
Kumar and other unidentified individ-
uals, they said.

The case was originally registered
by the Punjab Police in February this
year. The State Special Operations Cell
(SSOC), Amritsar received credible in-
formation that on Chaudhary's direc-
tions, his Indian associates obtained a
large consignment of arms, ammuni-

— 18th Meeting of UTLBC
CS Dulloo calls for push in priority sector

~

tion, and Improvised Explosive De-
vices (IEDs) dropped via drones across
the India-Pakistan border, with the in-
tention to carry out blasts at various
places in Punjab, Delhi and other parts
of the country, they said. An FIR in this
regard was registered by the state police
on February 10.

In its order, the home ministry
said the case pertains to a criminal
conspiracy hatched by a "foreign ele-
ment" to carry out terrorist acts in India
with the use of arms, ammunition and
explosives. Having regard to the grav-
ity of the offence, its grave security
ramifications, national and interna-
tional linkages and the need to unearth
the larger conspiracy, it is required to
be investigated by the NIA, said the or-
der, seeking probe by the federal
agency. The NIA had also registered
an FIR last month to probe the Punjab
arms-dropping case.

Rs1.24LakhCrexcessspendinginJ-K
pending forapproval since1980: CAG
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JAMMU: The Comptroller
and Auditor General (CAG)
has flagged that the Jammu
and Kashmir government's
spending of Rs 1.24 lakh core
spanning over four decades
since 1980 has been pending
for legislative approval and
regularisation, which under-
mines the system of public re-
source management.

Jammu and Kashmir is
yet to regularise excess expen-
diture amounting to over Rs
1.24 lakh crore incurred be-
tween 1980 and 2020, the
CAG said in its report on the
Union Territory's finances for
the year ended March 2024.

Regularisation of addi-
tional spending exceeding the
budgeted allocation requires

approval from the state's leg-
islative assembly.

Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh became separate
Union Territories in October
2019 following the reorgani-
sation of the erstwhile state.

"As the appropriation ac-
counts of 1980-81 onwards
had not been discussed in the
public accounts committee,
the excess expenditure aggre-
gating to Rs 1,24,004.41 crore
for the years 1980-81t0 2019-
20 (April 1, 2019 to October
30, 2019) pertaining to the
erstwhile state of Jammu and
Kashmir is yet to be regu-
larised," the report said.

The central auditor cau-
tioned that prolonged non-
regularisation of such expen-
diture undermines the system
of budgetary and financial

control and encourages finan-
cial indiscipline in the man-
agement of public resources.

Responding to the audit
observations, the Finance De-
partment of the Jammu and
Kashmir government stated
in February 2025 that the ex-
cess expenditure is a "legacy
issue" and it would be regu-
larised by the legislature.

The CAG report high-
lights decades of pending leg-
islative scrutiny, as the Ap-
propriation Accounts since
1980-81 have not been exam-
ined by the Public Accounts
Committee, delaying the regu-
larisation process.

"Excess expenditure re-
maining unregularised for ex-
tended periods vitiates the
system of budgetary and fi-
nancial control and P> P11

Trafficremains
suspendedon
Jmu-Srg NH

Nation's prosperity key to
one’s progress: RSS Chief

KOCHI: RSS chief Mohan Bhag-
wat on Monday said individual
prosperity can be achieved only
when the country is prosperous
and secure.

He was addressing a gathering
after inaugurating a two-day con-
vention of Balagokulam, a cultural
organisation for students affiliated
with the RSS, here.

Bhagwat said prosperity and
security cannot be achieved in isola-
tion.

"When the country is prosper-
ous and safe, families too attain
prosperity and security. When in-
dividuals work for the prosperity
and safety of the nation, they too
become prosperous," he said.

He added that people are often
encouraged to contribute towards
nation-building. Referring to the
youth, Bhagwat said there is often

confusion over whether to focus on
personal career growth or work for
the country's development.
"There should be no confusion
as career building and working for
the nation are not contradictory.
The key lies in choosing the right
path," he said. As part of the P> P11
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SRINAGAR: Expressing
concern over gaps in credit
flow and financial outreach,
Chief Secretary Atul Dulloo on
Monday urged banks operat-
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ing in Jammu and Kashmir to
step up lending under Priority
Sector Lending (PSL) and ad-
dress low credit-deposit (CD)
ratios in several districts, de-
scribing the trend as a matter
requiring immediate atten-

tion.

Chairing the 18th meeting
of the Union Territory Level
Bankers’ Committee (UTLBC)
inJammu, the Chief Secretary
stressed that robust credit de-
livery to agriculture, housing,

lending, labels low credit-deposit ratios

MEETING OF
JEKU B¢

education and small enter-
prises remains central to eco-
nomic expansion and job cre-
ation in the Union Territory.

He underlined that inade-
quate lending, particularly by
private banks in agriculture
and allied sectors, could im-
pede development outcomes.
Calling for full achievement of
PSLtargets, Dulloo said there
should be “no shortfall” in ex-
tending institutional credit to
priority segments.

The meeting reviewed
banking performance for the
first three quarters of the fi-
nancial year 2025—26, ending
December 31,2025. P> P11
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Gl tagged Ramnagar Kaladi Cheese

JAMMU: Traffic on the Jammu—Srina-
gar national highway was suspended early
Monday following landslides and shoot-
ing stones triggered by rains in Ramban

district, officials said.

Movement of vehicles has been
stopped in both directions on the highway
as landslides and shooting stones have
blocked both tubes between Karol Bridge
a traffic police

and Chanderkote,
spokesperson said.

Men and machines are working to
clear the highway of slides and shooting

stones.

Officials advised commuters to avoid
undertaking travel on the highway until it
is declared safe for vehicular movement.
Stranded passengers are being P> P11
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