“Itisbetterto
failinoriginality
thantosucceed

inimitation.”

—Herman Melville

7AAP MPs
merged
withBJP

NEW DELHI: Rajya Sabha
Chairman C P Radhakrish-
nan on Monday officially ac-
cepted the merger of seven
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) MPs
with the BJP, reducing the
strength of Arvind Kejriwal's
party in the Upper House to
three.

After this transition, the
BJP's strength in the Upper
House has increased to 113.

Raghav Chadha, Ashok
Mittal, Harbhajan Singh,
Sandeep Pathak, Vikramjit
Sahney, Swati Maliwal, and
Rajinder Gupta are the seven
MPs who have merged.

The Rajya Sabha website
now shows that the seven
MPs are part of the BJP list of
members.

The seven MPs had on
Friday petitioned the Rajya
Sabha Chairman to be
treated as BJP MPs after the
merger and the same has
been accepted, sources said.

The AAP had on Sunday
moved a petition before the
RS Chairman seeking the ter-
mination of the membership
of the seven MPs, P> P11
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Sinha joins ‘Padyatra’ in Udhampur

Unityis our shield, determinationour
weapon: L6's call to fight drug menace

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: Urging a united
front against drug abuse,
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha on Monday called for
collective resolve to safeguard
youth and build a future
where families stay strong
and aspirations

flourish
across Jammu and Kashmir.
Joining thousands of res-

identsina padyatra under the
ongoing 'Nasha-Mukt
Jammu Kashmir Abhiyan'in
Udhampur, Sinha urged citi-
zens to treat it as a "shared
war against narcotics", as-
serting that "together, we
must win this battle".

In the war against drugs,
unity will be our shield, re-
solve our weapon. Let us
commit to shaping P> P11

L6Sinhameets
injuredpersons

UDHAMPUR: Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha on
Monday visited Govern-
ment Medical College,
(GMC) Udhampur to in-
quire about the health and
well-being of those who sus-
tained injuries during the
unfortunate road accident
in Ramnagar, Udhampur on
April 20.

The Lieutenant Gover-
nor was briefed by a team of
senior doctors on the health
condition of the injured un-
dergoing treatment at the
hospital. He directed the
Hospital Administration to
ensure the best possible
medical care for their early
recovery.

Institute linked to banned
outfitdeclared ‘unlawful’

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: An institute al-
legedly run by individuals af-
filiated with a banned organi-
sation in Shopian district of
Jammu and Kashmir has been
declared an "unlawful entity"
under the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA).

Divisional Commissioner,
Kashmir, Anshul Garg issued
a two-page order based on a
dossier presented by Senior
Superintendent of Police,
Shopian, pointing towards the
alleged illegal activities at
Darul Uloom Jamia Sirajul
Uloom at Imam Sahib in
Shopian.

According to the order is-
sued by Garg on April 24,
there were "credible inputs

and evidence on record, to in-
dicate sustained and covert
linkages of the institution with
Jamaat-e-Islami, which the
Centre had banned in 2019.

The order said there was a
de facto control of the institu-
tion by individuals affiliated
with the banned outfit, includ-
ing their placement in key ad-
ministrative and academic po-
sitions.

It said the institution, over
a period of time, has fostered
an environment conducive to
radicalisation with a number
of pass outs from the institu-
tion found involved in militant
activities and acts prejudicial
to national security.

The dossier also raised the
issues of financial opacity, sus-
picious handling of institu-
tional funds and P> P11

NiAprobesinter-stateLeT
module, gets5onremand

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: The National In-
vestigation Agency has taken
over the case related to the
recent unearthing of an in-
terstate Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT) terror module and se-
cured custody of five arrested
terrorists, including two Pak-
istani nationals, for ques-
tioning on Monday, officials
said.

On April 7, Jammu and
Kashmir police achieved a
major success in its counter-
terror campaign by arresting
five LeT operatives, includ-
ing Abdullah, alias Abu
Hureira, who has been on the
run for 16 years and was able

to set up bases outside the
union territory.

Besides Abdullah, an-
other Pakistani terrorist, Us-
man alias Khubaib and three
Srinagar residents - - Mo-
hammad Nageeb Bhat, Adil
Rashid and Ghulam Mo-
hammad Mir alias Mama - -
were also arrested in the ma-
jor operation that involved
police in Jammu and Kash-
mir as well as central agen-
cies.

The probe unearthed a
deep-rooted LeT network in-
volved in providing logistics
and financial support to ter-
rorists.

Aftertaking over the case
for further P> P11

CM bats for lasting peace in West Asia

Omar inaugurates Rs 19.71 Cr
School of Archltecture bU|ld|ng

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: J&K Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah on Monday
condemned the shooting inci-
dent at a venue in Washington
where the US President Don-
ald Trump was present, saying
violence has no place in poli-
tics and expressing relief that
he survived.

Abdullah batted strongly
for facilitating lasting peace in
West Asia and said that dia-
logue must continue, even if
through alternative means.

“Thank God he survived,
and I did not want anything to
happen to him,” Abdullah said
while responding to a query on
the sidelines of a function
here.

Trump, First Lady Mela-

nia Trump, Vice President J D
Vance and other top officials
were evacuated unharmed
from the annual dinner of the
White House Correspondents'
Association at the Washington
Hilton hotel after a man

armed with multiple weapons
fired shots outside the hotel
ballroom on Sunday.
Describing politics as “a
very dirty thing,” he said that
differences should be ex-
pressed verbally and P> P11

HC quashes
Malik’s PSA
detention

JAMMU: The High Court
of Jammu and Kashmir
and Ladakh on Monday
quashed the preventive de-
tention of Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) MLA Mehraj
Malik under the Public
Safety Act (PSA), holding
that the order was legally
unsustainable and based on
"non-application of mind".

Setting aside the deten-
tion order issued by the
Doda district magistrate
against Malik on Septem-
ber 8 last year, Justice
Mohd Yousuf Wani di-
rected authorities to "re
lease the petitioner/detenu
forthwith from his preven-
tive detention".

Reacting to the verdict,
Chief Minister Omar Ab-
dullah and CPI(M) leader
MY Tarigami P> P11

ShabirShah’s
remand
extended

JAMMU: A special NTA
court on Monday extended
the remand of separatist
leader Shabir Ahmad Shah by
10 more days in connection
with a three-decade-old ter-
ror case, officials said.

Shah was produced be-
fore the court on the expiry of
his previous 10-day remand.
He has moved a bail applica-
tion which is likely to be
taken up on the next date of
hearing, they said.

During the proceedings,
the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) sought > P11

Farmers interests’, country paramount in FTAs: Union Minister
Chouhan to launch 330 new road
projects costing Rs 3,550 Crin J-K

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: Union Agri-
culture Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan on Monday
said the interests of the farm-
ers and the country have been
kept paramount in all the free
trade agreements (FTAs) be-
tween India and other na-
tions.

He was reacting to the al-
legations of Leader of Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi "sold" India's
agriculture to the US.

"They (Congress) did not
do anything ever. They de-
stroyed farmers and our
farms.

"Now if we are working,
he has to make accusations
here or there. I can say this
firmly that all the FTAs that
have taken place have been
done while keeping the inter-
ests of the people of India

above all," Chouhan told re-
porters here.

The Union minister said
the FTAs have been done
keeping the interests of the
farmers paramount.

"There have been P> P11
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100-DAY

W NASHA MUKT
JK ABRIYAAN

The EARTH NEWS joins with the campaign
launched by Honourable Lieutenant

Governor Manoj Sinha Ji to eradicate
drug menace from union territory of J&K.

60 organisations in Jammu pledge full
support to Nasha Mukt J-K Abhiyaan

Rajesh Gupta unanimously appointed as campaign coordinator

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: To extend wide-
spread public support to the
100-day "Nasha Mukt
Jammu-Kashmir Abhiyaan"
launched by Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha, Jammu
Kashmir Sant Samaj Nyas
organised an important
meeting of religious, busi-
ness, and social organiza-
tions at Aggarwal Sabha,
Vivekanand Chowk, Jammu.
Mahant Rajesh Bittu,
Organizational General Sec-
retary, successfully coordi-
nated the event. Nearly 60
prominent representatives
from Jammu participated.

The meeting began with
Mahant Rajesh Bittu's wel-
come address. He stated,

"Drug addiction is not
merely a personal weakness

but a pandemic eroding so-
ciety's foundations. Sant
Samaj Nyas is committed to
connecting every section of
society to this campaign.”

Rajesh Gupta, President,
Vishwa Hindu Parishad
(J&K-Ladakh), delivered the
keynote address. He said the
battle against drugs is not
just administrative but a so-
cial, cultural, and moral war.
Emphasizing formation of
citizen groups, vigilance
committees, and local coor-
dination bodies, he stated,
"The government is making
efforts; now society must or-
ganize awareness drives,
support victims, and assist
administration in identifying
drug peddlers.” Rajesh
Gupta was unanimously ap-
pointed campaign coordina-
tor. Representatives P> P11

Sixheldwithdrugs,assets
worthRs 73 lakhattached

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: Six persons were
taken into custody during an
intensified anti-narcotics
crackdown, with police re-
covering contraband sub-
stances and over Rs 23 lakh
in Doda and Kathua districts
of Jammu and Kashmir, po-
lice said on Monday.

In a parallel action,
properties worth over Rs 73
lakh linked to drug peddlers
were also attached in Ud-
hampur district under rele-
vant legal provisions, the po-
lice said.

Additional Superinten-

dent of Police, Doda, Mohd
Aslam said three persons, in-
cluding a woman, were de-
tained during a raid on a
house at Dak Mohalla in the
main town following recov-
ery of 85 grams of suspected
brown sugar and over Rs 23
lakh on Sunday evening.
Heidentified the woman
as Zareena Begum, stating
that she had been under po-
lice surveillance following in-
puts indicating her involve-
ment in drug peddling.
Besides Zareena, offi-
cials said her daughter and
son-in-law were also picked
up by police during P> P11

Over 166 Kg charas, cash
recovered; four detained

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

ANANTNAG: Acting on
specific inputs and during
routine operations, Anant-
nag Police achieved signifi-
cant success in its ongoing
drive against drug traffick-
ing, recovering large quan-
tities of contraband and ar-
resting multiple accused

persons.
Police Station
Srigufwara, during pa-

trolling at Shalgam Cross-
ing, intercepted an Alto ve-
hicle (JKo1W-7328). Upon
search, approximately 110
kilograms of Ganja was re-
covered. One person Nazir
Ahmad Khatana S/o Fageer
Khatana R/o Gujar Basti

Shalgam, was arrested on
the spot. Accordingly, FIR
No. 39/2026 under relevant
sections of the NDPS Act has
been registered and investi-
gation isin progress.

In another operation, a
police party from Police Post
Dialgam, acting on credible
information, conducted a
search at the residence of
Mohd Rafiq Itoo R/o Wa-
trigam Dialgam after ob-
taining a search warrant
from the competent court.
During the search, approxi-
mately 51 kilograms of cha-
ras-like substance was re-
covered from the said house.
In this regard, FIR No.
119/2026 u/s 8/20 NDPS
Acthasbeen P P11

SPHeadquarters conducts awareness

(ampaign agalnst drugabuse Al Amla

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: In a continued ef-
fort to combat the menace of
drug abuse and to
strengthen community par-
ticipation, a PCPG cum
awareness campaign was or-
ganized by SP Headquarters
at Arnia today.

The programme wit-
nessed active participation
from young aspirants, and
members of Border Villages
who were sensitized about
the harmful effects of drug
addiction and its long-term

consequences on health, ca-
reer, and society.

During the interaction,
the youth were strongly mo-
tivated to say a firm “No to
Drugs” and encouraged to
channel their energy to-

wards constructive pursuits
such as sports, education,
and skill development. They
were urged to emerge as re-
sponsible citizens and strong
pillars of support for their
families and society P> P11

Jpeddlers
apprehended
withcharas

HANDWARA: Reinforc-
ing its unwavering com-
mitment to a drug-free so-
ciety, Handwara Police
achieved yet another
breakthrough under the
ongoing Nasha Mukt
Jammu & Kashmir Ab-
hiyan by apprehending a
drug peddler during rou-
tine patrolling.

Avigilant police team
from PP Chogul, falling un-
der the jurisdiction p> P11

Crackdown
widenswith
multipleraids

AWANTIPORA: Con-
tinuing its efforts under
the Nasha Mukt Jammu
Kashmir Abhiyan, Police
District Awantipora has
intensified its drive
against drug abuse and il-
licit narcotics trade.

In this regard, multi-
pleraids are being con-
ducted at various loca-
tions across the Police
District, with special focus
on identified narco
hotspot areas P> P11

Illegal poppy cultivation
destroyed 3 cases filed

{ Continuing its sustained
| and intensified campaign
| against the drug menace,
Shopian Police carried out a
series of successful opera-
tions targeting illegal

.&| poppy cultivation in differ-

ent parts of the district.

Acting on specific information received through the Beat In-
charge, police teams from Police Station Shopian accompa-
nied by an Executive Magistrate, conducted raids in the areas
of Zawoora, Gugloora Pinjoora and Mirpora Pinjoora.
During the operation at Zawoorsa, illegal poppy cultivation
was detected on land belonging to Abdul Gaffar Mir son of Ab-
dul Ahad Mir. The illicit crop was promptly destroyed on the
spot. In this connection, Case FIR No. 65/2026 under rele-
vant sections of law has been registered at Police P P11

Mega pony
rally held at
Sonamarg

GANDERBAL: In a vi-
brant display of commu-
nity resolve against sub-
stance abuse, the District
Administration Gander-
bal, in collaboration with
the Sonamarg Develop-
ment Authority (SDA), to-
day organized a massive
Pony Rally under the aegis
of the Nasha Mukt Ab-
hiyan (NMBA@100).

The event, saw a spir-
ited procession of local
pony wallas, other unions
and youth P> P11




