“Individual commit-
menttoagroup effort—
thatiswhatmakesa
teamwork,acompany
work,asocietywork,a
civilizationwork.”

—Vince Lombardi
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India extends
airspace ban for
Pak till May 24

NEW DELHI: India has ex-
tended the ban on Pakistan
planes from using its airspace
till May 24.

With the latest extension,
the closure of the Indian air-
space for Pakistan aircraft
will now be in place for more
than ayear -- a move that first
came days after the Pahal-
gam terror attack on April 22,
2025.

Since April last year, both
countries have been extend-
ing the closure of their air-
spaces for each other's
planes. On Tuesday, Pakistan
extended the airspace closure
till May 24.

A Notice to Airmen (NO-
TAM) on Wednesday said the
Indian airspace will not be
available for Pakistan-regis-
tered aircraft and aircraft op-
erated/ owned orleased by
Pakistan airlines/ operators,
including military flights.

The ban will be effective
till 2359 hours (UTC) on May
23, which means 0530 hours
(IST) on May 24.

Following the terror at-
tackin Pahalgam, Kashmir,
on April 22, 2025,p> P11

Sinha calls for students, teachers' role in nation-building

L 6inaugurates new School Building
of Swami Pranavanand Vldyamandlr

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: J&K Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha on
Thursday called upon stu-
dents and teachers to con-
tribute to nation-building
and adapt classrooms to to-
day's changing global land-
scape, positioning India as
the world's leading knowl-
edge economy.

He said that every stu-
dent talented in art, craft,
music, or entrepreneurship
deserves equal respect and
opportunity.

"Students and teachers
must contribute to nation-
building and adapt class-
rooms to today’s changing
global landscape, positioning
India as the world's leading
knowledge economy," he
said while inaugurating the
new school building of
Swami Pranavanand Vidya-
mandir in Panjgrain area on

the outskirts of Jammu city.
The LG said that the new
higher secondary building
and skill infrastructure will
ensure disadvantaged stu-
dents get quality education.
"Once all the floors of the
building are complete, it will
serve more than 1,500 stu-
dents and transform thou-
sands of lives. With future

residential facilities for 100
boys, the local economy will
get a boost, backward areas
will be transformed, and soci-
ety will advance with new
confidence," the LG said.
Addressing the gather-
ing, Sinha said, "Teachers
must recognise that educa-
tion focused solely on marks
and narrow academics,
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51de11n1ng art, sports, and
skills, is unfit for the future.
We must prepare students
for irreplaceable human ca-
pacities like creativity, criti-
cal thinking, moral decision-
making, collaboration, and
lifelong learning, which no
machine can replace.”

He said the world is
changing rapidly and, unlike
the stable careers in the past,
the professional workforce
requires continuous learn-
ing, skilling and upskilling.

“We are at a threshold
where Al and automation are
transforming industries, of-
fices, hospitals, and schools,
and our human resources
need to be a step ahead,” he
said.

The Lieutenant Gover-
nor also highlighted the rec-
ommendations of the Na-
tional Education Policy
(NEP) and emphasised that

the policy is a potent P> P11
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Rajnath invites German industry to

co-produce ¢

NEW DELHI: Defence Min-
ister Rajnath Singh on Thurs-
day invited the German indus-
try to co-develop and
co-produce with India, as he
underscored the need to forge
partnerships based on reliabil-
ity and shared interests amid
the current shifts in geopoliti-
cal alignments and disrup-
tions in supply chains.

He was addressing Indian
and German defence industry
leaders during the Defence In-
vestor Summit in Munich on
the final day of three-day
maiden visit to the European
nation.

Singh invited the German
industry to co-develop and co-
produce with India, particu-
larly in the field of niche tech-
nologies, the defence ministry
said in a statement.

He underscored the need
to forge partnerships based on
reliability and shared inter-
ests, terming them as indis-
pensable in the current shifts
in geopolitical alignments, dis-
ruptions in supply chains,
rapid technological transfor-
mations, and increasing global
uncertainties.

The defence minister as-

efence tech with India
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serted that nations and indus-
tries are re-evaluating their

dependencies, diversifying
their supply chains, and seek-
ing reliable partners who en-
sure resilience, continuity and
mutual trust.

Singh said India, in this
scenario, offers an expanding
market, young and skilled
workforce, and a rapidly
evolving industrial ecosystem,
coupled with stability, pre-
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dictability, and a commitment
totherule of law. These are the
critical factors for long-term
investment decisions in an un-
certain world, he added.

Referring to the signifi-
cant untapped potential under
the ReArm Europe and Aat-
manirbhar Bharat initiatives,
hereiterated that Indian com-
panies are keen to engage with
German firms for co-develop-
ment and P> P11

UT toroll out red carpet in
International Film Festival

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: In a significant initiative to
culture,
tourism, the Government of Jammu
& Kashmir has initiated plans to host a
prestigious international film festival
through the Department of Informa-
tion & Public Relations (DIPR).

The decision was taken during a
high-level meeting on Thursday
chaired by Chief Secretary Atal Dul-
loo, which was attended by the Addi-
tional Chief Secretary, Finance; Addi-
tional Chief Secretary, Tourism;
Commissioner Secretary, Informa-
tion; Director, Information & Public
Relations, and other senior officers.

During the meeting, the Chief Sec-
retary directed the Information De-
partment to begin preparations for

promote cinema,

and
held in Goa.

event.

Territory. He emphasized the need for
a professionally managed event of na-
tional stature, drawing parallels with
the International Film Festival of India

To ensure seamless execution, it
was decided that a dedicated commit-
tee will be constituted at the earliest
to oversee all arrangements related to
the festival. The committee will be re-
sponsible for planning, coordination,
and overall supervision to ensure the
smooth and successful conduct of the

The Chief Secretary further in-
structed that a competent and experi-
enced agency be identified and en-
gaged for efficient management of the
festival. He stressed the importance
of exploring best practices by study-
ing similar events organized across

ment.

said.

JAMMU: Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah on
Thursday said that genuine con-
cerns of various sections of society
would be addressed on priority,
and reiterated the government’s
commitment to inclusive develop-

The assurance was given dur-
ing meetings with several public
and trade delegations, which called
on the chief minister here and pre-
sented a wide range of develop-
mental and industry-related issues
while seeking continued policy
support and facilitation, officials

Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try (JCCI) president Arun Gupta
discussed key concerns related to
trade and commerce.

The delegation highlighted is-

CM assures priority redressal of

public concerns, inclusive devp
Several public delegations, JCCI call on Omar
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stressed the need for a more con-
ducive environment to boost eco-
nomic growth and streamline oper-
ations, they said.

The industry representatives

KOLKATA/CHENNAI:
West Bengal registered a
record voter turnout of
nearly 92 per cent in the first
phase of assembly polls on
Thursday amid sporadic in-
cidents of violence, while
Tamil Nadu recorded un-
precedented voting of over
84 per cent as the BJP
pushed to unseat Mamata
Banerjee in Bengal and ex-
pand in the South.

In the first phase, 152
constituencies in West Ben-
gal went to polls, while vot-
ing for the 234-member
Tamil Nadu assembly was
held in one go. The elections
are taking place against the

Highest-ever polling
recorded in WB, TN

cal row over the SIR of the
electoral rolls, a major flash-
point between the BJP and
opposition parties, including
the Trinamool Congress
(TMCQ).

In West Bengal, the BJP
is eyeing to wrest power from
Banerjee-led TMC, which
seeks a fourth straight term
in a state the saffron party
has never governed, and in
Tamil Nadu, key contenders
are the ruling DMK and
main opposition ATADMK,
while actor-politician Vijay-
led TVK and Tamil national-
ist Seeman-led NTK are put-
ting up a determined fight.

Terming the massive

this maiden film festival in the Union  the country.»> P11 A delegation led by Jammu  sues affecting business activityand ~ also expressed gratitude P> P11 backdrop of amassive politi-  voter turnoutin P> P11
Three houses of drug | io6wsheld | Rathore seeks apology from | Fiuel oprone
foroffering allegations on

peddlersdemollshed
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JAMMU: The administra-
tion on Thursday demolished
three houses belonging to al-
leged drug peddlers here, offi-
cials said.

Amid heavy deployment
of police and CRPF personnel,
the authorities demolished
structures allegedly built us-
ing proceeds from drug traf-
ficking in the Rajiv Nagar area.

A senior official said the
demolition drive is part of an
ongoing campaign against no-
torious drug peddlers in the
region.

“We conducted a similar
drive here two to three months
ago. Some more drug peddlers

have since been identified, and
they are currently absconding.
The illegal structures con-
structed from money earned
through the drug trade are be-
ing demolished today. Three

structures are being razed,”
the official told reporters here.

“Drug-related activities
are harming our society and
ruining our children. We want
to engage our youth P> P11

terror support

SRINAGAR: Four over
ground workers (OGWs),
including a woman, were
arrested in Jammu and
Kashmir's summer capi-
tal here for allegedly pro-
viding logistic support to
terrorists, officials said on
Thursday.

Police arrested the
four OGWs from Hazrat-
bal area of the city here on
Wednesday night.

They identified the
OGWs as Zahoor Ahmad
Mir, Bashir Ahmad Bhat,
and Ghulam Mohammad
Bhat, all residents of
Hazratbal.

The woman was iden-
tified as Shazia Moham-
mad, a resident of > P11
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SRINAGAR: BJP leader
Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore
on Thursday said AICC pres-
ident Mallikarjun Kharge's
terrorist remark against
Narendra Modi was an at-
tack on crores of Indians who
elected the prime minister.

Addressing a press con-
ference here, Rathore, Min-
ister for Youth Affairs and
Sports, Government of Ra-
jasthan, said the Congress
president had indulged in
"verbal violence" against
Prime Minister Modi, and
should apologise.

"There is physical vio-
lence, and then there is ver-
bal violence. Such a senior
politician indulging in such

Kharge over remarks on PM

behaviour against a constitu-
tional post is electoral frus-
tration, and that too against
a constitutional post that has
been elected by crores of Indi-
ans. You can see where think-
ing, wisdom and culture have
gone," he said.

The BJP leader said the

people of the country today
question whether "grabbing
power" is so important that
people forget about demo-
cratic and cultural values and
indulge in such attacks.
"This is an attack on
crores of Indians who elected
Modi as the PM of P> P11

BDO Office

JAMMU: The adminis-
tration has constituted a
five-member enquiry
committee to probe allega-
tions regarding the Block
Development Office
(BDO) in Nowshera, offi-
cials said on Thursday.

The action was taken
after some contractors al-
leged that bills worth lakhs
of rupees have been
deleted by the BDO in the
last one to two years.

According to an offi-
cial orderissued by the As-
sistant Commissioner De-
velopment of Rajouri,
Auqil Novaira, the move
comes in response to a
news story highlighting
certain allegations related
to the functioning P> P11

Pak shouldactagainst
LeT,JeM: US lawmaker

WASHINGTON: US Con-
gressman Brad Sherman has
called on Pakistan to clamp
down on terror groups such as
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), which
has been linked to the 2025
Pahalgam terror attack.

Speaking at an exhibition
organised by the Indian Em-
bassy here on the “Human
Cost of Terrorism”, Sherman
remembered the victims of
the Pahalgam attack on the
first anniversary of the inci-
dent in which 26 innocent
lives were killed.

“The attackers, identified
as The Resistance Front, tar-
geted innocent people, report-
edly separating victims by reli-
gion. The group is widely seen

as linked to Lashkar-e-Taiba,
which has found sanctuary in
Pakistan,” Sherman said at
the exhibition on Wednesday
evening.

“We must use this mo-
ment to demand that the Pak-
istani government clamp
down on Lashkar-e-Taiba,
Jaish-e-Mohammed  and
other terrorist groups,” the
Democrat leader said.

The exhibition, organised
at Capitol Hill, comes at a time
when Pakistan is projecting it-
self as a peacemaker by medi-
ating efforts to end the seven-
week US-Iran war.

The event was attended
by lawmakers from both
Democratic and P> P11

Sinha attends foundation day of
Sarv Shakti Chandl Mata Mandir
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JAMMU: Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha on
Thursday attended the foun-
dation day of Sarv Shakti
Chandi Mata Mandir at
Dhammi, Nagrota.

The Lieutenant Gover-
nor paid obeisance at the
holy temple and prayed for
peace, prosperity and well-
being of all.

The religious proceed-
ings were marked by the
lighting of the Akhand Jyot
and the traditional reciting
of Ved Path.

During his visit, the
Lieutenant Governor also
reviewed the ongoing con-
struction works of Yatri

Halls, being developed by

the Temple Committee, to
facilitate the devotees trav-
eling to the Shri Amarnath Ji

and Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Shrine. He assured all the
necessary support and assis-
tance from the P> P11
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