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&K at critical juncture; massive
rve required agamst drugs: L6

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: The Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha on Fri-
day said that Jammu and
Kashmir stands at a "very crit-
ical juncture" and called for a
united mass movement to
combat the growing menace
of drug abuse among the
youth.

Jammu and Kashmir will
launch a massive assault on
the drug addiction ecosystem
and is all set to roll out a 100-
day intensive campaign under
'Nasha Mukt Jammu Kashmir
Abhiyaan' from April 11, with
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha reviewing its prepared-
ness on Thursday.

The campaign will start
from the Panchayat level to
the Union Territory level, with
the LG himself leading it. It
will not only involve all sec-
tions of society but also target
the issue on legal, criminal
and rehabilitation fronts.

"Friends, Jammu and
Kashmir today stands at a very
critical juncture. Under a cer-
tain conspiracy, there is an on-

going attempt to push our
youth into drug addiction and
destroy an entire generation,"
Sinha said while addressing
people of the union territory
through a video message.
Referring to efforts taken
so far, the Lieutenant Gover-
nor said that the 'Nasha Mukt
Bharat Abhiyan' launched in

tive," he said.

fight against drugs.

2020 under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has led to significant
anti-drug initiatives in the
Union Territory.

"Since then, significant ef-
forts have been made in
Jammu and Kashmir to com-
bat drug abuse. Last year, in
2025, a major anti-drug cam-

Kashmir," he said.

youth.
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Illegal construction goes unabated
over Govt land near Chenab bridges

Admin’s ‘delay tactics’ fail to stop shops erectionin Ambarana

ties at a sensitive location.

JAMMU: The illegal construc-
tion on government land located
between two bridges over the
Chenab river in Akhnoor tehsil
of Jammu district has raised seri-
ous concerns over the role of the
local administration and en-
forcement agencies, which have
failed to check such illegal activi-

As per reports, the illegal
construction of two shops on the
land in Ambarana village has
blocked the pathway belonging
to the Rural Development De-
partment (RDD) and Public

Works Department (PWD) road,
causing inconvenience to com-
muters and raising safety con-
cerns.

Interestingly, the piece of the
Government land is located be-
tween the Old Steel Bridge and a
new bridge currently under con-
struction over Chenab river in
Akhnoor. The shops are report-
edly being constructed along the
pathways meant for public use.

Pertinently, theland in ques-
tion is recorded as Government
property, with a retaining wall
earlier constructed by the de-
partment concerned marking its
boundary. Moreover, P P11

Box fitted with two
grenades recovered
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awaited. P> P11

JAMMU: Security forces on Friday
recovered a suspected IED-type box
containing two grenades in Rajouri
district, prompting authorities to cor-
don off the area, officials said.

Locals spotted suspicious mate-
rial in the Thandipani area of the Sun-
derbani belt, following which security
personnel rushed to the spot and se-
cured the area, they said.

The suspected explosive material,
containing two grenades sealed in-
side a box, was found lying near a wa-
ter body, officials added.

Abomb disposal squad has been
called in to safely destroy the mate-
rial, they said. Further details are

JAMMU: Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Secretary Atal Dulloo on Fri-
day said the Census 2027 will be a
"national digital transformation
mission" that will lay the founda-
tion for a 'Viksit Bharat' and enable
evidence-based policy planning, as-
serting that India is at a crucial
"data inflection point".

Addressing the Census 2027
Summit at Abhinav Theatre here,
Dulloo said the exercise will go be-
yond routine enumeration to be-
come a cornerstone for data-driven
governance.

The summit was attended by
senior administrators, develop-
ment partners and policy experts

paign was carried out. The ac-
tions of the police and security
forces have also been effec-

However, Sinha empha-
sised the need for a broader
societal response, stating that a
comprehensive plan, includ-
ing a 100-day programme, has
been prepared to intensify the

Announcing thelaunch of
the campaign, Sinha said that a
large gathering has been
planned at M A Stadium in
Jammu on April 11, where civil
society members, political
leaders, academicians and
sportspersons will participate.

"On that day, we will take a
pledge against drug abuse and
also undertake a padayatra.
This march will continue
across the entire Jammu and

Calling for public partici-
pation, the Lieutenant Gover-
nor said the campaign is not
limited to any individual but
concerns the future of the

"This campaign does not
belong to any one P> P11

2,100Sikh
pilgrims leave
forPakistan

AMRITSAR: A 'jatha’
(procession) of nearly
2,700 Sikh pilgrims
crossed over to Pakistan
from the Attari border
here on Friday to partici-
patein areligious con-
gregation to be organ-
ised on the occasion of
Khalsa Sajna Diwas
(Baisakhi) at Gurdwara
Panja Sahib in the Pun-
jab province of the
neighbouring country.

The journey of the
2,700 pilgrims was facil-
itated by three Sikh bod-
ies -- Shiromani Gurd-
wara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC) Am-
ritsar, Haryana Gurd-
wara Parbandhak Com-
mittee (HGPC) and
Delhi Sikh Gurdwara
Management Board
(DSGMB) -- with SGPC
Amritsar sponsoring
around 1695 pilgrims.

The jatha crossed
over to Pakistan through
the Joint Check Post at
the Attari border.

An SGPC official said
thejatha has departed to
participate in the main
congregation of P> P11

JDVanceheadsto
Pak forpeacetalks

ISLAMABAD: US Vice President JD Vance
on Friday left for Pakistan to participate in
peace talks with Iran to end their war, even
as there was no official word about the arrival
of the Iranian delegation in Islamabad, which
has been placed under high security.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, while an-
nouncing a two-week ceasefire on Wednes-
day, had said that the US and Iran would hold
talks in Islamabad on April 10. He had tagged
the presidents of the US and Iran in his state-
menton X.

Before he departed for Pakistan, Vice
President Vance said he was looking forward
to the negotiations with Iran and that he ex-
pected the Islamabad talks to be "positive."

He also said President Donald Trump
gave him "some pretty clear guidelines” on
negotiations.p P11

Census 2027 a digital mission to
power ‘Viksit Bharat CS Dulloo
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e National Educa-
ion Policy (NEP)
2020 was intro-
duced as atrans-
formative blueprint to re-
shape country’s education
system for the 21st century.
It promised a decisive shift
from routine learning to
conceptual understanding,
fromrigid academic
streams to multidiscipli-
nary education, and from
linguistic barriers to a more
inclusive and multilingual
framework.

On paper, it stands as
one of the most ambitious
education reforms in India.
Yet, five years intoits roll-
out, a critical question
emerges: Is India witness-
ing transformation, or con-
fusion?

Atits core, NEP 2020
addresses long-standing
structural weaknesses in
country’s education system.
These include poor founda-
tional literacy and skill,
overloaded curricula with
limited conceptual clarity,
rigid subject boundaries,
lack of skill-based learning,
and a persistent disconnect
between education and em-
ployability.

Thereisno doubtin
saying that the policy
rightly emphasises early
childhood care, multilin-
gual education, flexibility in
subject choices, and
stronger teacher training
systems. It also seeks to
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—NEP 2020: Vision on Paper, Uncertainty on Ground
India’s higgest educational reform now

needs disciplined execution framework

align education with na-
tional development goals
while preparing students
for global competitiveness.

However, beyond
structural reform, NEP also
carries an implicit national
vision that education must
actasaunifying force.Ina
diverse country like India,
where linguistic and re-
gional identities are strong,
the education system must
rise above regionalism and
reinforce a sense of shared
national identity.

In this context, promot-
ing Hindi as alink lan-
guage—without undermin-
ing regional
languages—can play a criti-
calrole. Incentivising the
learning of Hindi across
states can help bridge com-
munication gaps and foster
greater national cohesion.
Abalanced multilingual ap-
proach, where students are
rooted in their mother
tongue, proficient in Hindji,
and globally connected
through English, can
strengthen both identity
and opportunity.

So, the success of NEP
depends heavily on colleges
and universities transition-
ing from routine-based in-
struction to conceptual and
experiential learning. In-
stead of promoting post
graduations and research,
the overall focus has been
shifted towards excelling in
competitive examinations
which ultimately under-
mining the role of institu-
tions of higher education
across India.

Moreover, this is moti-
vating the morale of private
coaching players to attract
the students towards their
own self-satisfying goals.
Thisis the root cause that
the enrolment has been de-
clines in colleges and uni-
versities across countries
which have their conse-
quences as the concept of
research based learning
would be defeated.

The push for mother
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tongue-based education in
early years is pedagogically
sound, but its implementa-
tion has created confusion.
Parents, particularly in ur-
ban and aspirational rural
segments, continue to pri-
oritise English due to its
perceived link with eco-
nomic mobility.

Schools, meanwhile,
are caught between policy
directives and societal ex-
pectations. Thelack of a
clear roadmap on language
transition—from founda-
tional education to higher
studies and competitive ex-
ams—has resulted in incon-
sistent practices across
states.

This is where the role of
Hindi as a unifying lan-
guage becomes important.
Rather than allowing lan-
guage to become a divisive
factor, policy must encour-
age a structured multilin-
gual model. Incentivising
Hindilearning—through
curriculum support,
teacher availability, and ca-
reer advantages—can help
create a common linguistic
bridge, while still respect-
ing India’s linguistic diver-
sity.

Atpresent, NEP imple-
mentation relies heavily on
circulars, guidelines and
decentralised execution.

What is missing is aro-
bust national monitoring
system that can assess:
learning outcomes; teacher
preparedness; institutional
compliance; and regional
disparities.

Ifthese structural gaps
remain unaddressed, NEP
2020 could lead to unin-
tended consequences.

There s already a visi-
ble risk of widening in-
equality between private
and government schools,
with the former adapting
faster to reforms due to bet-
ter resources. Educational
standards may become
fragmented across states,
weakening national coher-
ence.p-P11

who deliberated on the roadmap,
preparedness and significance of
Census 2027, the country's first
fully digital and paperless census
exercise, an official spokesman

CDS calls forintegrated,
tech-drivenarmed forces

BENGALURUE: Chief of De-
fence Staff, General Anil
Chauhan, on Friday under-
scored the urgent need for In-
dia’s armed forces to evolve
into an integrated, agile and
technologically driven
warfighting instrument capa-
ble of operating seamlessly
across multiple domains.

He also said that modern
warfare is rapidly transcend-
ing traditional boundaries and
timelines.

Delivering the closing ad-
dress at the ‘Ran Samvad’
seminar, he highlighted that
Multi-Domain  Operations
(MDO) are no longer a con-
ceptual buzzword but an
emerging operational reality,
driven by advances in data an-

alytics, artificial intelligence
and the changing character of
conflict.

“MDOs were chosen for
this year's theme not because
it'sa buzzword, but I thinkit's a
kind of new reality,” the CDS
said.

General Chauhan noted
that the seminar, conceptu-
alised to place serving officers
at the centre of strategic dis-
course, had enabled mid-level
and junior officers to articu-
late perspectives on future
warfare.

“Normally, it’s veterans or
think tanks who would ex-
press their views. So I reversed
that particular trend,” he said.

He added that those ac-
tively engaged in P> P11

ISI backed spying
moduleunearthed

NEW DELHI: An espi-
onage network with direct
links to Pakistan has been
unearthed, revealing how
handlers across the border
were remotely monitoring
real-time movement of In-
dian Army personnel
through a covert grid of so-
lar-powered CCTV cam-
eras installed at strategi-
cally sensitive locations
across northern India, an
official said on Friday.

The surveillance net-
work spanned key cities in-
cluding Kapurthala, Ja-
landhar, Pathankot, Patiala
and Moga in Punjab, Am-
bala in Haryana, Kathuain
Jammu and Kashmir, and
Bikaner and Alwar in Ra-
jasthan -- all of which are

crucial due to the presence
of Army cantonments,
proximity to the interna-
tional border and their role
as major troop movement
and logistics corridors.

According to police, the
cameras were deliberately
positioned to capture activ-
ities near military installa-
tions, highways used for
troop mobilisation and
border-linked infrastruc-
ture.

What makes the oper-
ation particularly alarming
is that these devices were
transmitting live footage
directly to Pakistan-based
handlers, allowing them to
"sit across the border and
watch Indian Army move-
ments unfold in p> P11

said.

Delivering the keynote address,
the chief secretary said India is en-
tering a new era of governance
driven by technology and > P11

CAG:Over10%dropin
Dal Lake's open water
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JAMMU: The Comptroller
and Auditor General (CAG)
has flagged significant spa-
tio-temporal changes in land
use and water cover of the
iconic Dal lake, pointing to a
shrinkage of the water body
from 15.40 square kilome-
tres in 2007 to 12.91 square
kilometres in 2020, register-
ing a decline of 10.15 per cent
in 13 years.

The CAG recommended
a robust lake management
policy to ensure effective
functioning and upgrade of
sewage treatment plants
(STPs) to ensure proper

treatment of sewage and
solid waste entering the lake.

"It may be seen from
data that during 2007-2020,
there was a decrease from
15.40 to 12.91 square kilome-
tres (10.15 per cent) in the
water body with (respect to)
submerged vegetation and
open water of the lake, while
there was increase in other
land uses such as floating
vegetation from 5.262 to
6.796 square kilometres
(6.23 per cent), crop land
and plantation from 2.29 to
2.85 square kilometres (2.27
per cent), and built-up from
0.743 to 1.025 square kilo-
metres (1.15 per cent)," the
report said.p> P11
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