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JAMMU: Leader of Opposition in 
the Jammu & Kashmir Legislative 
Assembly and BJP’s Election Co-In-
charge for the Assam Assembly 
elections, Sunil Sharma addressed 
a massive gathering of party work-
ers and local residents in West Kar-
bi Anglong, asserting the Bharatiya 
Janata Party’s unwavering commit-
ment to the development and pros-
perity of Assam under the visionary 
leadership of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi.

Addressing the gathering, Sunil 
Sharma said that Assam today 
stands at the forefront of a new 
era of growth and transforma-
tion due to the decisive policies 
and development-oriented gover-
nance of the BJP. He emphasized 
that the Modi-led government has 
placed the Northeast at the cen-
ter of India’s development agen-
da, ensuring massive investments 
in connectivity, industry, health-
care, and education to unlock  
the region’s immense potential.

Highlighting the transformative 

initiatives taken in the state, Shar-
ma said that the BJP governments 
at the Centre and in Assam, have 
accelerated infrastructure develop-
ment through highways, bridges, 
railways, and industrial projects 
that are reshaping the econom-
ic landscape of the region. Major 
connectivity projects and develop-
ment initiatives worth thousands 
of crores are strengthening Assam 
as a central point in development 
of Southeast Asia and opening new 
avenues of growth for youth, farm-
ers, entrepreneurs, and small busi-
nesses. Sunil Sharma stated that 
the BJP believes in inclusive devel-
opment where progress reaches the 
last person in the queue. He said 
that welfare schemes of the Modi 
government, including housing, 
healthcare, farmer support, and 
skill development initiatives, have 
brought dignity and economic em-
powerment to millions of families 
across Assam and the Northeast.

He further asserted that the 
BJP’s governance model is rooted 
in transparency, accountability, 
and a strong commitment to na-

tion-building. He said that the peo-
ple of Assam have witnessed how 
development has accelerated under 
the BJP, correcting decades of ne-
glect and placing the state firmly on 
the path of prosperity and stability.

Appreciating the enthusiasm of 
party workers and the overwhelm-
ing support from the local popula-
tion, Sharma expressed confidence 
that the collective efforts of dedicat-

ed BJP cadre will further strength-
en the mission of development and 
good governance.

He further said that the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party will continue 
working shoulder-to-shoulder with 
the people of Assam to realize the 
vision of a strong, prosperous, and 
self-reliant state in line with the 
national goal of building a “Viksit 
Bharat.”

BJP Govt driving development under PM 
Modi’s leadership: LoP Sunil Sharma
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RAJOURI: Responding to a Union 
Territory–wide call for protests 
issued by the Jammu and Kash-
mir Pradesh Congress Committee 
(JKPCC), the Kissan Department 
of the party Monday organised a 
strong demonstration in Rajou-
ri against the proposed Indo–US 
trade agreement. The protest was 
led by JKPCC Kissan Department 
Chairman Bharat Priye, accom-
panied by District Rajouri Kissan 
Cell leaders Arun Kumar, Mohd 
Farooq, Suraj Parkash, Mukhtar 
Ahmad and Paramveer. A large 
number of farmers, party workers 
and local residents gathered at the 
protest site, raising slogans and 
voicing their concerns over the pos-
sible implications of the proposed 
trade pact on India’s agricultural 
sector. The protesters expressed 
apprehension that the agreement 
could open the floodgates for large-
scale import of foreign agricultural 
products, which may adversely af-
fect local farmers and the domestic 
agricultural economy.

Addressing the gathering, 
Bharat Priye said that farmers 
across the country are deeply wor-
ried about the potential impact of 
the Indo–US trade deal on their 
livelihoods. He stated that agri-
culture remains the backbone of 
the rural economy and any policy 
decision affecting the sector must 
be taken after careful consultation 

with farmer organizations and ag-
ricultural experts.

Priye warned that if the agree-
ment allows unrestricted entry of 
foreign agricultural produce into 
the Indian market, it could create 
severe challenges for local farmers 
who are already struggling with 
rising costs of seeds, fertilizers and 
other inputs. “Small and marginal 
farmers form the backbone of our 
agricultural economy. Any policy 
that exposes them to unfair inter-
national competition without prop-
er safeguards will seriously harm 
their income and sustainability,” 
he said.

He further alleged that the cen-
tral government is moving ahead 
with trade negotiations without ad-
equately addressing the concerns 
of farmers and rural communities. 
Priye emphasized that farmers 

must not be treated as collateral 
in international trade negotiations 
and urged the government to pro-
tect the interests of the agricultur-
al sector while engaging in global 
trade agreements.

The Congress leader also high-
lighted that farmers in Jammu and 
Kashmir, particularly in districts 
like Rajouri, depend heavily on 
agriculture and allied activities for 
their livelihood. He said that the 
region’s farmers already face mul-
tiple challenges such as inadequate 
market access, limited irrigation fa-
cilities and rising production costs. 
In such circumstances, exposing 
them to large-scale imports from 
developed economies could further 
weaken their economic condition.

Priye reiterated that the Con-
gress party and its Kissan wing 
stand firmly with the farming 

community and will continue to 
raise their voice against policies 
that threaten the economic securi-
ty of farmers. He called upon the 
government to ensure minimum 
support price (MSP) protection, 
better market infrastructure, and 
financial assistance for farmers to 
strengthen the agricultural sector.

Other leaders who addressed 
the gathering, including Arun Ku-
mar, Mohd Farooq, Suraj Parkash, 
Mukhtar Ahmad and Paramveer, 
also expressed strong concern over 
the proposed trade pact. They said 
that the agitation in Rajouri was 
part of a wider campaign being car-
ried out across Jammu and Kash-
mir under the banner of JKPCC to 
safeguard the interests of farmers.

The speakers stressed that agri-
culture is not merely an economic 
activity but the foundation of rural 
life and food security in the coun-
try. They urged the government to 
prioritize farmer welfare and rural 
development while framing trade 
and economic policies.The protest 
in Rajouri remained peaceful and 
concluded with participants reit-
erating their resolve to continue 
democratic and constitutional agi-
tation until the concerns of farmers 
are addressed. The leaders also ap-
pealed to farmers across the region 
to remain united and raise their 
voice to ensure that policies affect-
ing agriculture are framed with the 
welfare of the farming community 
at the forefront.

Congress Kissan Wing stages protest against Indo–US deal

RAJOURI: District Ad-
ministration Rajouri, in 
collaboration with the 
Social Welfare Depart-
ment and Rural Develop-
ment Department (RDD), 
on Monday  organised a 
District Level Awareness 
Programme under the 
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao 
(BBBP) initiative here at 
Dak Bungalow.

The programme was or-
ganised on the directions 

of Deputy Commissioner 
Abhishek Sharma, mark-
ing the end of a series of 
awareness activities or-
ganised at the block level 
across the district. These 
awareness campaigns 
aimed at promoting the 
welfare and empowerment 
of the girl child.

Additional District De-
velopment Commissioner, 
Malikzada Sheraz ul Haq 
presided over the event.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the ADDC highlighted 
the importance of creat-
ing widespread awareness 
about social issues affect-
ing women and girls. He 
stressed the need to elimi-
nate practices such as early 
marriage and female foet-
icide. He underscored the 
importance of ensuring ed-
ucation and equal opportu-
nities for girls in society.

 He also emphasised 

the need to create greater 
awareness regarding wom-
en’s rights and the oppor-
tunities available for them 
in different fields. “There is 
a need to encourage them 
to actively participate in 
social, educational and 
economic activities,” he 
added.

The programme fea-
tured a thought-provok-
ing play presented by the 
Rangmanch group, which 

effectively highlighted the 
social evils and discrimi-
natory practices faced by 
women in society, convey-
ing a strong message on the 
need for societal change.

Among others present 
on the occasion includ-
ed ACD, Auqil Naveed; 
DSWO, Abdul Raheem; 
BDO, Javed Ahmed; BDO 
Headquarters, Hina Koser 
besides other district and 
sectoral officers.

District-level BBBP awareness prog 
organised to promote girl child welfare

POONCH: Jammu and Kashmir Border 
Area Development Conference (JKBADC), 
a registered organization working for the 
welfare of border residents and tribal pop-
ulation of Jammu & Kashmir, has requested 
the Deputy Commissioner Poonch to direct 
the officers and departments in the border 
district to strictly follow the provisions of 
the Right to Information Act and PSGA.

In a statement issued on Monday, the or-
ganization has alleged that many designat-
ed Public Information Officers(PIOs) under 
the RTI Act and  other responsible officers 
under the Public Services  Guarantee  Act in 

the District Poonch have failed to  adhere to 
the provisions of  both these citizen-centric 
laws. Dr Shazad Ahmed Malik, Chairman 
of the  BADC and former Vice Chancellor 
stated that during his interaction programs 
with social activists and former Panchayat 
representatives of District Poonch he was 
apprised that the citizens are unable to get 
the information from the government offic-
es under the RTI Act within the stipulated 
period and many times even the officers do 
not serve any reply to the applicants and in 
short discredit the purpose and mandate of 
the RTI Act.

BADC urges admin to sensitize 
officers about RTI Act, PSGA

POONCH: The Indian 
Army celebrated the spirit 
of International Women’s 
Day by organising special 
programmes at various 
schools across Poonch 
district. The events were 
aimed at inspiring young 
students, especially girls 
and promoting awareness 
about the importance of 
education, equality and 
self-confidence. Indian 
Army personnel visit-
ed government and local 
schools where they inter-
acted with students and 
teachers, sharing moti-
vational messages on the 
important role of women 
in society and the oppor-
tunities available to them 
across diverse fields. Spe-
cial emphasis was placed 
on encouraging girls to 
pursue higher education 
and develop leadership 
qualities so that they can 
contribute positively to 
their communities and the 
nation. During the celebra-

tions, a variety of activities 
were organized including 
speeches, interactive ses-
sions, quizzes, cultural pro-
grammes and discussions 
highlighting the achieve-
ments of women in fields 
such as education, science, 
sports and the Armed Forc-
es. Indian Army personnel 
also spoke about the in-
creasing participation of 
women in the defence ser-
vices and highlighted var-
ious career opportunities 
available for young wom-
en who aspire to serve the 
nation. Students actively 
participated in the pro-
grammes and shared their 
views on gender equality 
and the importance of re-
specting and supporting 
women in every sphere of 
life. Teachers and commu-
nity members appreciated 
the initiative and observed 
that such events help build 
confidence among young 
girls and encourage them 
to dream big. 

Army encourages education, 
equality on Intl Women’s Day


