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INDEPENDENCE: 
On this day in 1971, Bangladesh 
declared its independence from 
Pakistan under Sheikh Mujibur 

Rahman.
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General public is advised to refrain from 
panic buying and hoarding of essential 
commodities. Adequate stocks of fuel, 
LPG & essential items are available across 
the district. Strict action shall be taken 
against black marketing & rumour mon-
gering promoting hoarding @diprjk

Dr Alim appointed as national 
chairman of D2C Industry Assn
JAMMU: The Direct-to-Con-
sumer (D2C) Industry Associa-
tion has announced the appoint-
ment of Dr. M. A. Alim, former 
Chairman of the Confederation 
of Indian Industry (CII), Jam-
mu & Kashmir, as its National 
Chairman. This appointment 
marks a significant milestone in 
strengthening the association’s 
vision of building a responsible, 
transparent, and growth-oriented D2C ecosystem in 
India. Dr. Alim is a industry leader with extensive expe-
rience in business leadership, policy advocacy, and in-
stitutional development. Over the years, he has played 
a pivotal role in fostering entrepreneurship, strength-
ening industry–government collaboration, and driving 
economic development. During his tenure in various 
leadership roles, he has spearheaded multiple initia-
tives aimed at supporting businesses, enhancing indus-
try representation, and creating effective platforms for 
dialogue between industry stakeholders and govern-
ment bodies. With his appointment as National Chair-
man, the D2C Industry Association aims to further ex-
pand its efforts in promoting ethical business practices, 
enhancing regulatory clarity, building industry aware-
ness, and strengthening consumer trust across the D2C 
ecosystem. Speaking on the occasion, representatives 
of the association expressed confidence that Dr. Alim’s 
leadership will provide strong strategic direction and 
accelerate the association’s initiatives in policy advo-
cacy, capacity building, and stakeholder engagement. 
Dr. Alim’s deep understanding of industry dynamics, 
governance frameworks, and regulatory landscapes is 
expected to play a crucial role in shaping a more struc-
tured and resilient ecosystem for businesses operating 
in the Direct-to-Consumer space. Widely recognized 
for his contributions to industry development and en-
trepreneurship promotion,  The D2C Industry Associa-
tion is a leading industry body committed to promoting 
the growth and development of the Direct-to-Consum-
er ecosystem in India. The association works closely 
with industry stakeholders, policymakers, and busi-
ness leaders to drive transparency, ethical practices, 
consumer protection, and sustainable growth.

4 drug peddlers held with heroin 
JAMMU: Four alleged drug peddlers were arrested 
with heroin from different locations in Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Udhampur district on Wednesday, police 
said.

At Tikri along the Jammu-Srinagar national high-
way, a private car was intercepted and 5.44 grams of 
heroin recovered from two occupants -- Sunil Sharma 
and Mohan Lal -- who were arrested, a police spokes-
person said.

Nazir Ahmad Shah, a resident of Baramulla, was 
arrested at a highway checkpoint in Rehambal after a 
search of his car revealed 8.98 grams of heroin.
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Jammu: Deputy Chief Minister Su-
rinder Choudhary spearheaded a cru-
cial stakeholders’ workshop, “Mission 
SKILL – Transforming the Skilling 
Ecosystem,” at Jammu’s Convention 
Centre, marking a significant stride 
towards revolutionizing J&K’s skill 
development landscape.

The high-level event, organized by 
the Directorate of Skill Development, 
was aimed to chart a transformative 
roadmap for the region’s skilling eco-
system.

The Deputy Chief Minister, who 
was the chief guest on the occasion, 
described Mission SKILL as a trans-
formative and future-oriented ini-
tiative aimed at building a unified, 
demand-driven skilling ecosystem in 
J&K.

Addressing a gathering of senior 
officials, industry leaders, academi-
cians and trainees, he highlighted 

the importance of the mission and 
emphasized that J&K possesses a sig-
nificant demographic advantage with 
over 70 percent of its population in 
the working-age group.

“Our efforts are to harness this 
potential effectively through a struc-
tured, inclusive and outcome-orient-
ed skilling framework,” he said.

He further underlined that Mis-
sion SKILL adopts a lifecycle ap-
proach to skilling, beginning from 
school-level exposure to vocational 
education and extending to technical 
training, career guidance and lifelong 
learning opportunities.

“It will help bridge the gap be-
tween education and employment by 
aligning training programmes closely 
with industry demands,” he added.

Speaking in detail about the initia-
tive, the Deputy Chief Minister noted 
that Mission SKILL aims to benefit 
lakhs of youth across J&K, including 
students, job seekers and the existing 

workforce.
“Focused attention is being given 

to integration of vocational educa-
tion in schools, strengthening career 
guidance systems, modernization of 
it is and Polytechnics and promotion 
of future-ready skills in sectors such 
as IT, renewable energy, tourism, and 
modern services,” he said.

Emphasizing inclusivity, he reiter-
ated the government’s commitment 
to ensure equal access to opportu-
nities for women, rural youth and 
marginalized communities, thereby 
fostering broad-based economic par-
ticipation.

The Deputy Chief Minister also 
stressed the adoption of a digital-first 
approach with an integrated platform 
for skill mapping, monitoring, cer-
tification and placement, ensuring 
transparency and real-time tracking 
of outcomes.

Earlier, Kumar Rajeev Ranjan, 
Secretary, Skill Development De-
partment, highlighted the need for 
convergence across the departments 
to ensure optimal utilization of re-
sources.

Among others Owais Ahmed, 
Director, Skill Development De-
partment; Arun Manhas, Director, 
Industries and Commerce, Jammu; 
Arun Gupta, President, Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry; Rahul Sahai, 
Chairman, Indian Chamber of Com-
merce (ICC) J&K; Harvinder Singh, 
Director Employment & MD YUVA 
and Leena Padha, Mission Director, 
J&K Skill Development Mission be-
sides other industry representatives 
and academic leaders also shared 
their perspectives.

EARTH NEWS SERVICE
---------------------------------

Jammu: Kathua Senior Su-
perintendent of Police Mo-
hita Sharma on Wednesday 
conducted an extensive 
security review and inspec-
tion of border areas in the 
district and directed police 
to carry out frequent search 
operations in nursery ar-
eas to check for suspicious 
movement.

Accompanied by oper-
ations officers, the Kathua 
SSP toured several border 
police posts, nurseries and 
adjoining areas along the 
International Border in the 
district.

The visit was aimed at 
assessing ground prepared-
ness and reviewing coordi-
nation among different se-
curity agencies deployed in 
the sector, they said.

The officers also pa-
trolled the sensitive Haria 
Chak nursery area, where 
the SSP instructed regu-
lar searches to detect the 
presence of suspicious ele-
ments.

During the inspection of 
Haria Chak border police 
post, Sharma stressed that 
surveillance mechanisms in 
the area should be strength-
ened by installing CCTV 
cameras at all border police 
posts and naka points to 
enhance real-time monitor-
ing. She emphasised main-
taining close coordination 
with the residents to ensure 
real-time information shar-
ing.

The team later visited 
Maharajpur border police 
post and reviewed the prog-
ress of ongoing construc-
tion works.

“Directions were issued 
to expedite the work while 
ensuring adherence to se-
curity specifications and 
infrastructural standards,” 
they said.

Kathua Police reiterated 
its commitment to main-
taining safety and secu-
rity in the border district 
through proactive policing, 
enhanced surveillance and 
strong inter-agency coordi-
nation, officials said.

Mission SKILL to reshape skilling landscape, 
propel economic empowerment: Dy CM

SSP Mohita conducts security 
review, border inspection 

@OfficeOfLGJandK
Delighted to formally inaugurate Indian 
Society for Training & Development’s 
Jammu Chapter, which will play a crucial 
role in strengthening the learning and de-
velopment ecosystem and it will position 
Jammu as a regional hub for training & 
professional development.
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SAMBA: The Department 
of Anatomy at AIIMS 
Jammu organised a first-
of-its-kind body donation 
awareness programme, 
marking a significant 
milestone in promoting 
voluntary body donation 
for medical education 
and research. The initia-
tive aimed to sensitize 
the public and encourage 
informed participation in 
this noble cause.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Prof. (Dr.) D.N. Shar-
ma, Executive Director 
& CEO, AIIMS Jammu, 
congratulated the Depart-
ment of Anatomy for or-
ganizing this pioneering 
initiative and appreciated 
the team for bringing such 
an important subject to 
public attention. He em-
phasized that body dona-
tion is among the highest 
forms of service to hu-
manity, as donated bod-
ies form the cornerstone 
of medical education. He 
highlighted that hands-
on learning through ca-
daveric dissection helps 
medical students develop 
the competence and con-
fidence required for safe 
clinical practice.

He further noted that 
body donation signifi-
cantly contributes to ad-
vanced surgical training 
and research, ultimately 
improving patient care 
and strengthening the 
healthcare system. Urging 
the public to come for-
ward, he described body 
donation as a meaningful 
way to continue serving 
society even after one’s 
lifetime.

In her address, Dr. 
Shalika Sharma, Officiat-
ing Head, Department of 
Anatomy, AIIMS Jammu, 
stated that body donation 
is a noble and selfless act 
that plays a vital role in 
shaping skilled doctors 
and advancing medical 
science for the benefit of 
society. She highlighted 
that India’s rich heritage 
reflects the spirit of su-
preme sacrifice, symbol-
izing the highest form of 
service to humanity. In-
spired by this ethos, the 
department aims to create 
awareness, dispel miscon-
ceptions, and encourage 
voluntary participation in 
this meaningful cause.

She further added 
that this programme will 
contribute to the train-
ing of future generations 

and will also support the 
growth and development 
of AIIMS Jammu as a 
center of excellence. She 
humbly invited all to re-
flect on this noble oppor-
tunity to leave behind a 
lasting legacy of service 
to humanity, emphasiz-
ing that such acts ensure 
one continues to live on 
through their contribu-
tion to society.

The programme was 
organised by the Depart-
ment of Anatomy, AIIMS 
Jammu, with the dedicat-
ed efforts of Dr. Shalika 
Sharma, Officiating Head, 
along with her team com-
prising Dr. Reeha Maha-
jan, Associate Professor; 
Dr. Sushant Swaroop Das, 
Associate Professor; Dr. 
Harsimranjit Singh, As-
sistant Professor; Dr. San-
jay Rampravesh Mishra, 
Assistant Professor; Dr. 
M. Ramkumar, Assistant 
Professor; and Dr. Mon-
ali Hiwarkar, Assistant 
Professor, Department of 
Anatomy, whose collec-
tive efforts ensured the 
success of the event. The 
programme is expected 
to create a lasting impact 
and foster a positive out-
look towards body dona-
tion.
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Jammu: The Confederation 
of Indian Industry (CII) 
Jammu & Kashmir has an-
nounced the appointment 
of Iqram Ali Shafiee, Man-
aging Director, Shafiee 
Healthcare Pvt Ltd, as the 
new Chairman of CII J&K 
for the year 2026-27, and 
Siddhant Chowdhary, Di-
rector, KC Sports Hub as 
the Vice-Chairman

Iqram Shafiee is the 
Managing Director of Sha-
fiee Healthcare Pvt Ltd 
and is passionate about 
providing quality medi-
cal services to the com-
munity. He has worked 
with diverse teams and 

gained invaluable experi-
ence in various aspects of 
healthcare management 
enabling him to develop a 
deep understanding of the 
industry.

He holds a Law degree 
and has been closely as-

sociated with CII. He was 
the Convener of CII J&K 
Healthcare Panel in 2024-
25. He has been member 
CII Northern Regional 
Healthcare Committee in 
2023-24, Co Chairman 
for Entrepreneurship and 

Skills, CII, Young Indi-
ans National Team Co 
Chairman for National 
Retreats 2018, member 
Young Indians National 
Team for Rural Initiatives 
in 2016-2017 and Chair-
person Young Indians- CII 
Srinagar Chapter in 2014-
2017.

Siddhant Chowdhary is 
a fifth-generation leader of 
the KC Group, a 70-year-
old diversified conglom-
erate based in Jammu & 
Kashmir. Currently serve 
as the Director KC Sports 
Club, MD of Hotel Vivanta 
Jammu, oversee KC Hyun-
dai Srinagar, and MD of 
Sky Soarr Entertainment 
Park.

For 2025–26, he serves 
as a CII State Council 
Member and Tourism 
Mentor, following his ear-
lier role as Convener of the 
Tourism Panel, CII J&K 
UT Council (2024).

He contributes to 
strengthening the re-
gion’s tourism ecosystem 
through innovation, col-
laboration, and sustain-
able development efforts. 
He is a hotelier with nearly 
ten national and interna-
tional recognitions, in-
cluding Stelliers Owner 
of the Year – South Asia 
(2020), and has consistent 
experience in responsible 
growth and communi-
ty-focused leadership.
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Jammu: The JK-Round of 
the Viksit Bharat Youth 
Parliament (VBYP) 2026, 
a flagship initiative of the 
Ministry of Youth Affairs 
& Sports, was held at the 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Legislative Assembly on 
Wednesday with partici-
pation of young leaders to 
shape the nation’s future.

Minister for Jal Shakti, 
Forest, Ecology & Envi-
ronment and Tribal Af-
fairs, Javed Ahmed Rana, 
attended the programme 
as the chief guest and un-
derscored the importance 
of youth engagement in 
democratic processes.

He said Youth Par-
liament programme will 
inculcate and nurture 
leadership, enhance civic 
awareness and promote 
informed policy engage-
ment among the youth. 
It provides a structured 

platform for individuals 
aged 18–25 years to delib-
erate on pressing national 
issues, articulate their 
perspectives and con-
tribute meaningfully to 
the nation’s development 
journey, he added.

The VBYP 2026 is 
being conducted in a 
three-tier format, District, 
State/UT and National 
level, allowing the partici-
pants to progress through 
competitive stages.

The JK-Round fea-
tured top performers 
from across districts, who 
demonstrated their criti-
cal thinking, oratory skills 
and leadership abilities 
through insightful delib-
erations.

The theme for this 
round, “Union Budget 
2026: Strengthening 
the Indian Youth’s Path 
Towards Viksit Bharat 
2047,” guided brain-
storming discussions and 

presentations.
At the Youth Parlia-

ment, the participants 
engaged in a thought 
provoking discussion on 
the Union Budget 2026, 
weighing its potential to 
fuel youth empowerment, 
innovation and inclusive 
growth. The exchange of 
ideas highlighted the bud-
get’s impact on shaping a 
sustainable future for the 
nation.

It was informed that 
the top three winners 
from this round will ad-
vance to represent J&K at 
the National Level Viksit 
Bharat Youth Parliament 
Programme.

Among those present 
were MLA Dr. Devinder 
Kumar Manyal, Direc-
tor Nisar Bhat and jury 
members Sunaina Mehta, 
Prof. Mushtaq Wani and 
Simarjeet Singh besides 
other senior officers and 
dignitaries.

VBYP 2026: Rana advocates youth 
engagement in democratic processes AIIMS organises first-of-its-kind

body donation awareness prog 

Iqram, Siddhant take charge of  CII J&K

NO STOPPING 
OR STANDING

Some roads demand continuous flow 
of traffic and stopping of one vehicle 

disrupt the whole traffic flow. At 
these areas No Stopping signs are 
installed. Any vehicle stopping at 

these places could meet an accident 
and also a penal action.

12
TEHSILS: 

In the entire Anantnag dis-
trict of Kashmir division, 12 

are the total tehsils.
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Jammu: India is ramping 
up domestic production of 
rare earth permanent mag-
nets, crucial for electronics, 
space, aerospace, defence 
and electric vehicles, with 
the first-ever Samarium Co-
balt plant becoming opera-
tional in 2023, Union Min-
ister Dr Jitendra Singh said 
on Wednesday.

While admitting that 
over 80 per cent of these 
magnets are still imported 

due to limited domestic ca-
pacity, Singh, who is MoS 
Prime Minister’s Office, 
highlighted significant 
strides made in the last 
10-11 years through high 
prioritisation by the gov-
ernment.

“Our present require-
ment of rare earth per-
manent magnet is 4,000 
tonnes but by the time we 
reach 2030 and are able 
to produce 5,000 tonnes 
indigenously, our require-
ment would have gone up to 

8,000 tonnes,” Singh said.
He outlined ambitious 

targets -- 500 tonnes per 
annum in the first phase, 
scaling to 2,000 tonnes by 
2028 and 5,000 tonnes by 
2030.

“Prime Minister Modi 
himself launched it (the 
Samarium Cobalt plant)... 
We have initiated processes 
and we are in the process 
of scaling up,” the minis-
ter added, emphasising the 
need for further expansion 
to meet rising demand.

Singh noted there is “no 
reason to deny but modestly 
admit” the import reliance, 
but asserted that India has 
“started in that direction”. 
Rajasthan and Gujarat are 
among the states endowed 
with rock minerals, though 
extraction involves a cum-
bersome process with rela-
tively modest yields. Efforts 
are underway to scale up 
production, and the pro-
cess is expected to acceler-
ate once the SHANTI Act 
comes into force.

India scaling up production of rare earth magnet: MoS PMO


