
                                      The 

Earth NewsP8 NATIONAL
JAMMU
Saturday | March 21, 2026

NEW DELHI: People of 
Kerala are ready for change, 
Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi said on Friday, as 
he pitched for a UDF gov-
ernment in the state.

"Team UDF is Team Ker-
alam," he said in a post on 
X.

"Each candidate reflects 
the voice, the aspirations 
and the trust of the people 
of Keralam. This is a collec-
tive of experienced leaders 
and young change-makers 
- a strong team of men and 
women who understand 
the intricacies of the con-
stituencies they represent," 
Gandhi said in his post.

"For me, Keralam is 
home and the people of 
Keralam are family. I owe 
a great debt to the people 
for everything they have 
taught me and for the love 

and warmth they have em-
braced me with - I will al-
ways be your partner," the 
former Wayanad MP said.

"The message from Ker-
alam is clear - the people 
are ready for change, they 
seek a government that lis-
tens, understands, and de-

livers with honesty.
"Along with the coming 

UDF government, I will do 
everything to help build a 
better future for this beau-
tiful state," the leader of op-
position in Lok Sabha said.

"Keralam will win. UDF 
will lead," he said, pitching 

for the United Democratic 
Front in Keralam.

Gandhi's message came 
a day after the Congress 
released its list of 92 candi-
dates for the April 9 assem-
bly election in the state.

Determined to take on 
the ruling Left Democratic 
Front (LDF), the Congress 
on Thursday banked on its 
state leadership to see it 
through, deciding against 
fielding any of its MPs.

The party braved inter-
nal pressures by banking on 
its Kerala leadership rather 
than sending parliamentar-
ians to fight the polls.

The Congress is contest-
ing 92 seats, leaving others 
for its allies in the UDF and 
some independents.

The Congress has been 
out of power in the southern 
state for a decade.

People of Kerala ready for change: 
Rahul Gandhi; pitches for UDF govt

CHANDIGARH: Punjab Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Mann on Fri-
day listed several health sector ini-
tiatives his government has taken, 
announcing that 100 more 'Aam 
Aadmi Clinics' will become opera-
tional this month, with 400 more to 
follow.

Mann said previous govern-
ments had neglected the health sec-
tor, but it has been a key focus sec-
tor for the AAP government.

The CM at a news conference 
here said that tendering for medical 
colleges at Kapurthala and Hoshiar-
pur has been done.

“All formalities have been com-
pleted. For a medical college in 
Malerkotla, land has been pur-
chased, and on Eid, I will visit 
Malerkotla and will gift it to the 
people,” he said.

The Punjab CM said his govern-
ment started Mukh Mantri Sehat 
Yojana under which cashless medi-
cal treatment of up to Rs 10 lakh will 
be provided to every family.

About the Aam Aadmi Clinics, 
Mann said that 883 are operational, 
in which various kinds of tests and 

medicines are free, and 100 more 
will be dedicated on March 28 and 
400 more clinics are being set up, 
he said.

The CM said the number of peo-
ple visiting the OPD in the Aam 
Aadmi Clinics has crossed five 
crore, indicating people's trust in 
them.

About the Mukh Mantri Sehat 
Yojana, Mann said 25 lakh benefi-
ciaries have been registered under 
the scheme so far and 1.60 lakh peo-
ple have availed treatment.

To run the scheme smoothly, in 
the current fiscal, a provision of Rs 
1,200 crore has been kept while Rs 
2,000 crore has been earmarked 
for ‘Mukh Mantri Sehat Yojna’ for 
2026-27, he said.

“As against this, the Centre has 
earmarked Rs 9,300 crore for the 
Ayushman Bharat scheme. For over 
three crore people in our state, we 
have provided Rs 2,000 crore under 
the Mukh Mantri Sehat Yojana,” he 
said.

Mann alleged that several condi-
tions under the Ayushman Bharat 
scheme limit the number of benefi-

ciaries.
The chief minister was accom-

panied by state Health Minister Dr 
Balbir Singh.

The Punjab government scheme 
offers cashless treatment of up to Rs 
10 lakh per family per annum, with 

no income cap, in the government 
and private hospitals empanelled 
across the state.

Mann said detailed brochures 
regarding the Mukh Mantri Sehat 
scheme will be available in Aam 
Aadmi Clinics soon.

Punjab to add 100 Aam Aadmi Clinics 
this month, 400 more planned: Mann

NEW DELHI: The Minis-
try of Education is organis-
ing a two-day pre-summit 
of Bharat Innovates Deep-
Tech from Saturday, ac-
cording to officials.

Union Minister of Edu-
cation Dharmendra Prad-
han will address the sum-
mit during a special session.

The two-day national 
showcase at IIT Bombay 
will feature around 137 
promising deep-tech start-
ups selected from more 
than 3,000 applications 
received from across the 
country.

The Bharat Innovates 
initiative was announced 
by Prime Minister Shri Na-
rendra Modi at the inaugu-
ration of the India-France 
Year of Innovation.

A flagship programme of 
the Ministry of Education, it 
operates under the strategic 
guidance of the principal 
scientific adviser to the gov-
ernment of India.

The programme is con-
ceived as a global acceler-
ator for Indian deep-tech, 
building enduring bridges 
between India's higher ed-
ucation innovation eco-
system (startups, labs and 
research parks) and global 
stakeholders including cor-
porates, investors, incuba-
tors, universities and gov-
ernments.

"The Bharat Innovates 
Deep-Tech Pre-Summit 
will showcase innovations 
across 13 critical technolo-
gy domains, including ad-
vanced computing, health-

care and MedTech, space 
and defence, energy and 
sustainability, semiconduc-
tors, biotechnology, smart 
cities and mobility, blue 
economy, next-gen com-
munications, agri and food 
technologies, advanced ma-
terials, manufacturing and 
industry 4.0 and disaster 

management," an official 
statement said.

"These innovations, nur-
tured within India's premier 
institutions such as IITs, 
IISc and leading research 
ecosystems represent the 
next generation of globally 
competitive technologies 
emerging from India's aca-
demic backbone. The event 
will serve as the national 
selection and launchpad for 
India's global innovation 
delegation.

"Through curated pitch 
sessions, investor engage-
ments and industry part-
nerships, the event will 
accelerate the journey of In-
dian startups from Technol-
ogy Readiness Levels (TRL 
3–9) to global deployment 
and scale," it added.

Edu Min to organise Bharat Innovates 
deep-tech pre-summit on Mar 21–22

GUWAHATI: The prose-
cution on Friday completed 
its arguments during charge 
framing before a local court 
here in the Zubeen Garg 
death case, the deceased 
singer's wife said.

Talking to reporters af-
ter attending the hearing, 
Garima Saikia Garg said, 
"On the second day of the 
hearing of charge framing, 
the prosecution complet-
ed its arguments. The de-
fence lawyer of one of the 
accused, Amrit Praba Ma-
hanta, placed half of his ar-
guments."

Amrit Prabha's lawyer 
will conclude his arguments 
on the next date of hearing, 
when the other defence law-
yers will also make their ar-
guments, she added.

The Kamrup Metropol-
itan District and Sessions 
Court, which is hearing the 
case, has set the next date of 
hearing on March 30.

The 52-year-old singer 
died while swimming in the 

sea on September 19 last 
year in Singapore, where 
he had gone to attend the 
fourth North East India 
Festival (NEIF).

Acting on a request from 
the state government, the 
Gauhati High Court has or-
dered for setting up of an 
exclusive fast-track sessions 
court to conduct day-to-
day trial proceedings in the 
case, nominating District 
Judge of Baksa, Sharmila 
Bhuyan, to preside over it.

Till the exclusive court 
becomes operational, the 
current one hearing it will 
conduct the hearing on a 
daily basis, the High Court 
had said.

A Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) of Assam Po-
lice's CID had probed the 
death of the singer and filed 
its charge sheet before a lo-
cal court here in December.

A five-member special 
public prosecutors' team 
had been appointed earlier 
by the government for the 

case.
NEIF chief organiser 

Shyamkanu Mahanta, the 
singer's manager Siddharth 
Sharma, and his two band 
members, Shekhar Jyoti 
Goswami and Amrit Prabha 
Mahanta, are facing murder 
charges, while his cousin 
and suspended Assam Po-
lice DSP Sandipan Garg is 
charged with culpable ho-
micide not amounting to 
murder.

Garg's two PSOs, 
Nandeswar Bora and Pra-
bin Baishya, are also in jail, 
charged with criminal con-
spiracy and criminal breach 
of trust by misappropriat-
ing funds or property en-
trusted to them.

A separate enquiry is 
also underway by local au-
thorities in Singapore, with 
a coroner's court recently 
ruling out foul play and 
stating that Garg was se-
verely intoxicated and had 
drowned off Lazarus Island 
after declining a life jacket.

Prosecution conclude arguments during 
charge hearing in Zubeen Garg death case

Husband has to equally 
participate in household 

chores as he is not 
marrying a maid: Apex Court
NEW DELHI: The Su-
preme Court on Friday said 
a husband has to equally 
participate in household 
chores like cooking, clean-
ing and washing as he is not 
marrying a maid but a life 
partner.

The observations came 
from a bench of Justices 
Vikram Nath and Sandeep 
Mehta which was hearing 
a petition filed by a man 
challenging an order of the 
Karnataka High Court.

The high court had set 
aside a trial court order 
granting divorce to the man 
on the ground of cruelty.

During the hearing be-
fore the apex court, the 
counsel appearing for the 
man said the mediation 
between the parties had 
failed.

He said the marriage be-
tween the parties took place 
in May 2017 and since 2019, 
the couple is separated.

"I (man) want a divorce. 
The trial court granted a di-
vorce on the ground of cru-
elty," the counsel said.

The bench asked what 
the cruelty was as alleged in 
the matter.

The counsel appearing 
for the man said the wom-
an had indulged in improp-
er behaviour and was not 
cooking food.

"You have to equal-
ly participate in all these. 
Cooking, cleaning, washing, 
everything. Today's times 
are different," Justice Nath 
observed, adding the high 
court was right that it might 
not be a ground for cruelty.

"You are not marrying a 
maid. You are marrying a 
life partner," Justice Mehta 
observed. The bench was 
told that both of them were 
working in a government 
school. "Call both parties 
physically. We would like to 
speak to them," the bench 
said. It posted the matter 
for hearing on April 27 and 
asked both parties to re-
main present before it.

NEW DELHI: The Del-
hi High Court on Friday 
quashed look-out circu-
lars (LOCs) issued against 
NDTV founders Prannoy 
Roy and Radhika Roy 
in 2021 following a case 
lodged against them by the 
CBI, saying they cannot be 
subjected to an indefinite 
restriction on their right to 
travel abroad.

Asserting that the right 
to travel abroad is an inte-
gral part of the right to life 
and personal liberty under 
Article 21 of the Constitu-
tion, Justice Sachin Datta 
held that the continued op-
eration of the LOCs against 
the petitioners is an unjus-
tified curtailment of their 
fundamental right, which 
cannot be sustained in law.

Justice Datta observed 
that the investigation 
against the couple was 
pending for more than five 
years, during which the pe-
titioners never attempted 
to evade the process of law, 
and that a chargesheet had 
not even been filed yet.

The judge also noted 
that the petitioners have 
not been summoned for in-
vestigation for several years 
and there are no allegations 
of non-cooperation.

"In the absence of any 
material demonstrating ei-
ther non-cooperation, flight 
risk or any concrete prej-
udice to the investigation, 
the continued operation of 
the LOC against the peti-
tioners cannot be justified 
merely on unsubstantiated 
grounds of 'economic inter-

est' or 'larger public inter-
est'," the court said.

"The impugned LOC 
is hereby quashed," it or-
dered.

The court nonetheless 
directed the petitioners to 
furnish an undertaking af-
firming that they would ap-
pear before the investigat-
ing authority when required 
and render full cooperation 
in any ongoing proceeding.

It also asked the couple 
to assure that they would 
provide all material or doc-
uments requested by the in-
vestigating agency, as may 
be available within their 
power or possession.

The Roys filed petitions 
in 2021 challenging the 
LOCs opened against them 
at the behest of the Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) pursuant to the lodg-
ing of two FIRs in 2017 and 
2019.

The 2017 CBI FIR was 
registered on a complaint 
from an individual, Sanjay 
Dutt, of Quantum Securities 

Limited over alleged irregu-
larities in the repayment of 
a loan offered by the ICICI 
Bank to RRPR Holdings 
Private Limited linked to 
the Roys, resulting in a pur-
ported loss of Rs 48 crore to 
the bank. The CBI, however, 
filed a closure report in the 
case in 2024.

The 2019 FIR was reg-
istered against the NDTV 
founders over allegations of 
violation of FDI norms. The 
CBI had said the LOC is-
sued against the petitioners 
pursuant to the 2019 case 
was valid. In the 46-page 
judgment, the court ob-
served that the material on 
record did not indicate any 
attempt by the petitioners 
to evade the investigation 
or abscond, and they con-
tinued to participate in the 
legal proceedings.

It also noted that while 
the petition was pending, 
the petitioners were allowed 
to travel abroad on several 
occasions and they consis-
tently returned to India.

Delhi HC quashes look-out 
circulars against NDTV 

founders Prannoy, Radhika

RAIGARH: Illegal cultivation of opi-
um on around one acre of land was un-
earthed in a village in Chhattisgarh's 
Raigarh district, marking the fourth 
such case in the state in the past 15 
days, officials said on Friday.

The illegal cultivation was found 
along a river in Amaghat village un-
der the Tamnar police station area, a 
police official said. Acting on a tip-off, 
a police team reached the spot, seized 
the opium crop, and detained one per-
son, identified as Marshal Sanga (40), 
in this connection, he said.

The accused is a native of Khunti 
district in neighbouring Jharkhand 
and is married to Sushma Khalkho 
from the Tamnar area, he said.

For the past few years, he had been 
living at his in-laws' place. Under the 
pretext of cultivating watermelon, cu-
cumber and vegetables, he had taken 
farmland on lease from local farmers 
and was secretly growing opium, he 

said. Further investigation into the 
matter is underway, he said.

On March 6, police unearthed ille-
gal opium cultivation on around 5.62 
acres of land at a farmhouse in Samo-
da village in Durg district. A local BJP 
leader, Vinayak Tamrakar, along with 
Vikas Vishnoi and Manish Thakur, was 
arrested under relevant provisions of 
the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances (NDPS) Act and arrested 
in connection with the case.

Authorities seized opium plants 
weighing 62,424.4 kg, estimated to 
be worth around Rs 8 crore, from the 
farm. The ruling Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) later suspended Tamrakar, 
a functionary from the party's Kisan 
Morcha unit after the matter came to 
light. In another case, police detected 
illegal opium cultivation on about 3.67 
acres of land in Tripuri Ghosradand 
village in Balrampur-Ramanujganj 
district on March 10. Seven persons 

were arrested in connection with 
the case and opium plants weighing 
4,344.569 kg, estimated to be worth 
around Rs 4.75 crore, were seized in 
the case. In a separate action in Tur-
reepani (Khajuri) village under the 
Korandha police station limits in same 
Balrampur-Ramanujganj district on 
March 12, a joint team of the revenue, 
police and forest departments bust-
ed illegal opium cultivation on about 
1.47 acres of land. Around 18 quintals 
and 83 kg of opium plants, valued at 
approximately Rs 2 crore, were seized 
and two persons were arrested under 
provisions of the NDPS Act.

Following these cases, Chief Min-
ister Vishnu Deo Sai had said illegal 
cultivation of narcotics would not be 
tolerated under any circumstances 
and instructed all departments to car-
ry out a thorough investigation and 
ensure stringent action against those 
involved.

Illegal opium cultivation unearthed, one 
detained; fourth case in state in 15 days

KOLKATA: West Bengal 
BJP chief Samik Bhattacha-
rya on Friday said Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee’s 
allegations that the saffron 
party is bringing in outsid-
ers to foment trouble across 
the state reflect her "desper-
ation" ahead of the assembly 
elections.

Addressing a press con-
ference at the state BJP 
headquarters, the Rajya 
Sabha MP said, "Going by 
the logic put forward by 
the TMC supremo, it raises 
questions about the fail-
ure of police to keep vigil 
and monitor the entry of 
elements allegedly carrying 
arms and ammunition to 
create law and order prob-
lems."

"Actually, Mamata Ba-
nerjee, being a seasoned 
politician, knows her party 
will not be in power after the 
assembly polls. Hence, she 
is manufacturing this narra-
tive and making provocative 
statements," he said.

Releasing the candidate 
list on March 17, Banerjee 
alleged that some officials 
from outside the state had 
been brought in to assist the 
BJP in the electoral process.

"They have brought in 
scores of people from out-
side the state to help the 
BJP. If you come across such 
outsiders in your locality, do 

inform," she had said while 
addressing her party work-
ers.

Bhattacharya alleged that 
the TMC would blame the 
BJP and the Election Com-
mission, "an independent 
body", if any incident takes 
place to suit its agenda.

He also alleged that TMC 
workers had attacked BJP 
workers and journalists in 
the past.

"When Mamata Banerjee 
makes such comments, she 
should explain how many 
FIRs were registered in cas-
es of attacks on BJP workers 
and journalists, and how 
many of the accused were 
arrested. None," he said.

Asserting that the BJP-
led Centre does not intend 
to topple any democratically 
elected government, Bhat-
tacharya said, "We are not 
Congress. We do not have 
the DNA to topple a dem-
ocratically elected govern-
ment."

Responding to allega-
tions by Banerjee and her 
party leaders that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
had threatened action 
against TMC leaders, he 
said, "Modiji had said that 
those named in FIRs for 
attacks on BJP workers in 
the 2021 post-poll violence 
would be prosecuted as per 
law."

Mamata making 'desper-
ate' claims ahead of polls, 

says Bengal BJP chief

Rain in parts of 
Punjab, Haryana; 

temperatures 
hover below normal
CHANDIGARH: Rain 
lashed parts of Punjab and 
Haryana on Friday, with 
temperatures hovering be-
low normal limits.

For the second con-
secutive day, rain lashed 
Chandigarh throughout the 
day, and the showers led 
to a sharp drop in mercury 
here. The maximum here 
dropped to 18.8 degrees 
Celsius, ten notches below 
normal, according to the 
MeT.

Ambala, Panchkula, 
Narnaul, Rohtak, Mohali, 
Patiala, and Rupnagar were 
among the other places 
which received rain in the 
two states.

On Thursday too, rain 
lashed many places in Pun-
jab and Haryana, leading to 
a sharp drop in tempera-
tures. The maximum tem-
peratures on Friday again 
registered a sharp drop.

In Punjab, Amritsar re-
corded a maximum of 23.7 
degrees Celsius, four notch-
es below normal. Ludhiana 
recorded a high of 21.6 de-
grees, seven degrees below 
normal.

Patiala recorded a max-
imum of 20.3 degrees Cel-
sius, nine notches below 
normal.

In Haryana, Ambala 
recorded a high of 18.5 de-
grees Celsius, ten degrees 
below normal limits.

Alvida Jumma 
held in Sambhal 

Jama Masjid amid 
tight security

SAMBHAL: A large num-
ber of Muslims offered 
prayers at Shahi Jama Mas-
jid here for Alvida Jumma, 
or farewell prayers, amid 
tight security arrange-
ments.

Alvida Jumma prayers 
are observed on the last 
Friday of Ramzan, marking 
a significant emotional and 
spiritual farewell to the holy 
month.

Additional Superin-
tendent of Police Kuldeep 
Singh said the prayers 
successfully concluded at 
several mosques, includ-
ing Sambhal's Shahi Jama 
Masjid, and comprehensive 
police security arrange-
ments involving all the sta-
tion house officers were put 
in place.

Police personnel will 
be deployed for Saturday's 
Eid celebrations as well, he 
said.


