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The globe has begun to consider the
causes of the issues that the twenty-first
century is currently facing. Ideologies
like as socialism, communism, left-wing
Islamic unnatural ideology, secularism,
ecologism and fascism have all under-
gone various permutations and combi-
nations in many places throughout the
world. They are insufficient to solve is-
sues; instead, they created new ones. The
only way to find full and integral solu-
tions is to look at humanity’s moral, social
and spiritual ideals. Fiscal and economic
policies are merely tools to accomplish
these goals. Western nations established
their own colonies throughout the world
and amassed riches. In the end, they bat-
tled each other to gain worldwide domi-
nance, which led to two World Wars in
less than 30 years and an unthinkable
loss of personnel and supplies due to the
use of weapons developed with remark-
able mental and intellectual prowess.
This endeavor might also benefit from a
study of Bharatiya perspectives on these
ideals.

A step towards holistic economics

Aworkshop on “Holistic Economics”
hosted by a think tank in Devon, UK, in
November 2007. The following passage
from the “think tank” report attests to
their efforts: “We need Renaissance”. We
must reconsider everything we currently
take for granted from the ground up. We
don’t need to “wipe the slate clean”, but
we do need to take stock of all we have,
start over with what is good and worth
saving and let the rest go. We shouldn’t
waste time on institutions, philosophies
and technologies that are clearly failing.

Above all, we must think “holisti-
cally”, considering everything in relation
to everything else. Right now, the world
utterly fails to accomplish this. In the
seeming notion that we can always buy
our way out of difficulties if we have
enough money, the current system is
specifically structured to create wealth.
Above all, political leaders want to raise
the GDP or gross domestic product.
However, GDP has nothing to do with the
welfare of people; it is merely a gauge of
the entire economy in use. However, the
concept of individual accumulation and
general economic progress is ingrained
in our entire society. A system of eco-
nomics that is intended to generate prof-
its will undoubtedly be the most efficient
way to achieve economic growth. Neolib-
eralism is that system, which is what we
have. “We require an economy that is
grounded in moral, spiritual and social
values, operates on its own terms and is
adapted to the physical realities of the
planet”. Though many are already imple-
mented and proven to be effective, there is
no lack of ideas.

The West lacks balance

People were initially made to labour
under the lash of the overseer following
the Communist Revolution in Soviet
Russia. Additionally, the minimum and
maximum wages in Russia still differ by
1:80, which totally undermines their
claimed equality. Even the existence of
classesis accepted. In his book “The New

Class”, former Prime Minister of Yu-
goslavia Djilas not only affirms this dis-
crepancy but also indicates that certain
people are receiving special advantages
and facilities as social incentives.
Khrushchev hailed Russia’s 1957 launch
of Sputnik, Earth’s first orbital satellite, as
a triumph of communism.

However, renowned philosopher
Bertrand Russell quickly responded, say-
ing, “That was not the victory but the de-
feat of communism — that it was because
of special treatment given to the scien-
tists, which was a privileged class, which
enabled them to make the Sputnik”. I
agree that this was a defeat of commu-

Quotable

“The only way of discovering the limits of
the possible is to venture a little way
past them into the impossible.”

—Arthur C. Clarke

durable, universal, or immortal. Because
they are accustomed to thinking in frag-
ments, Western ideas are frequently reac-
tionary rather than constructive. They
are unable of balancing the different de-
sirable objectives pertaining to a culture
and a time period.

Such contradictory situations of spe-
cialization were also covered in the three-
day workshop on the “Holistic Econ-
omy”. The report’s assertion that
scientists and economists are morally
neutral is self-explanatory. They claim
that telling the rest of us how to live our
lives is not their responsibility. Similarly,
technologists assert that their role is to

with freedom, much like the free market
itself. The system is set up such that in-
dividuals without money will remain
without anything from the plethora,
while those with the greatest money also
have the most authority and hence control
what the market offers. The system is not
designed with justice in mind. Both free
marketers and high-technologists assert
their moral neutrality. However, they
aren’t. The present high-tech-neoliberal
axis has a tremendous impact on all of us
and the fabric of the earth itself since its
ideals are wholly materialistic. Any ac-
tion that impacts another human or any
form of living creature has some moral
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lates Artha and Kama”. Dharma enables
us to reach Artha. The qualities of
Dharma—honesty, restraint, truthful-
ness, etc.—are necessary even in the eco-
nomic world. In order to achieve Artha
and Kama, dharma is essential. “Honesty
is the best business policy”, declared
Americans. “Honesty is the best policy”,
they said in Europe. We take it a step fur-
ther and declare that “Honesty is not a
policy but a principle”, meaning that we
consider Dharma to be a cornerstone of
civilized existence.

“Only Dharma can decide when,
where, and how to employ the tangible
goods that have been generated, like deli-
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nism because they were unable to bal-
ance equality with this materialist way of
life. This applies to all communist na-
tions, including Yugoslavia and Russia.
Specifically, all of the incompatibilities
found in democracies are equally appar-
ent in communist nations. To put it an-
other way, western beliefs are not

simply produce an infinite number of
products that get better and more intelli-
gent with every generation. These items
are presented to the rest of us by free
market economists as though we were in
a global cafeteria. The promise of high
tech liberalism is “choice”.

In turn, choice is generally associated

implications.

Significance of Dharma as explained
by Deendayal Upadhyay

The significance of Dharma is ex-
plained by Deendayalji as follows: “All
three are interrelated and mutually com-
plementary, even though Dharma regu-

cious food. Both parties will suffer if a
sick person consumes food intended for a
healthy person and vice versa. Dharma
aids in controlling man’s innate inclina-
tions, enabling him to discern what is ad-
vantageous to him and differentiate be-
tween what he needs and what is
enjoyable. As a result, Dharma is priori-

Redefining Swadeshi: India’s self-reliance
amidst increasing global power competition

E DR MAYANK CHATURVEDI

Intoday’s global landscape, self-reliance has emerged as the
bedrock of any nation’s strategic autonomy, national secu-
rity and foreign policy independence. Particularly for a na-
tion like India, which is racing ahead at a rapid pace of de-
velopment, the question of self-reliance is not limited
merely to boosting production or reducing imports. Its
true essence lies in minimizing external dependencies and
managing national interests in a balanced manner amidst
the competition among major global powers.

The international pressures that periodically surface
regarding India’s oil imports clearly illustrate how eco-
nomicresources and energy supplies can also be wielded as
diplomatic weapons in the realm of global politics. When oil
supplies are linked to bilateral trade terms, or when a na-
tion’s energy trade is curtailed through the imposition of
sanctions-such actions cease to be merely economic deci-
sions; rather, they come to influence the foreign policies
and strategic choices of nations.

Viewed from a certain perspective, this situation holds
particular significance for Bharat, given that a substantial
portion of its energy requirements is dependent on im-
ports. Such circumstances serve as a reminder that the
true essence of self-reliance is not confined solely to boost-
ing domestic production; it also entails recognizing the
pressures stemming from external dependencies and
managing them with prudence.

Areview of independent India’s developmental jour-
ney clearly reveals that the nation embarked upon its path
of economic and political progress while grappling with
several significant external dependencies. Four sectors, in
particular, stand out in this regard: food, foreign exchange,
defense equipment, and energy. The crises that periodi-
cally emerged within these four sectors impressed upon
India’s policymakers the realization that, if a nation is to pre-
serve its autonomy in policymaking, it must necessarily
cultivate indigenous capabilities in these fundamental do-
mains.

Inthis context, itis pertinent to note that the foreign ex-
change crisis of 1957-58 constituted the first major eco-

nomicshock forindependent India. At that time, a surge in
imports coupled with relatively low export earningsled to
arapid depletion of foreign exchange reserves. Conse-
quently, India was compelled to impose restrictions on
imports and seek assistance from international financial in-
stitutions. This crisis drove home to policymakers the les-
son that ifa country’s economic structure becomes exces-
sively reliant on external resources, it renders itself
vulnerable to external economic pressures.

Afewyearslater, in 1962, the war with China exposed
a significant weakness in India’s defense infrastructure.
At that time, it became evident that India was heavily de-
pendent on foreign nations for defense equipment and
military technology. This experience prompted the coun-
trytorealize that developing ‘indigenous capability’ in de-
fense production was imperative for national security.

Similarly, the severe drought of 1965—67 plunged In-
dia’s food securityinto crisis. During that period, the coun-
try was compelled to import food grains on a massive scale
tomeet the needs of its population. This situation was ex-
tremely challenging for India, as for any nation, external de-
pendence regarding a fundamental necessity like ‘food’
can undermine its sovereignty. It was during this era that In-
dia took decisive steps toward the Green Revolution-
driven by comprehensive reforms in the agricultural sector
and the adoption of scientific techniques; which ultimately
steered the country toward self-reliance in food grain pro-
duction.

Similar challenges emerged in the energy sector as
well. During the Gulf War of 1990, oil prices in the interna-
tional market witnessed a sudden surge. Since India fulfills
asubstantial portion of its energy requirements through oil
imports, this price hike had a directimpact on the country’s
economy. Consequently, a severe balance-of-payments
crisis ensued, compelling India to undertake major eco-
nomicreforms. This experience underscored the fact that
external dependence on strategic resources, such as en-
ergy-can jeopardize the economic stability of any nation.

It is also important to understand here that, within
Indian thought, the concepts of ‘Swadeshi’ and ‘Self-re-
liance’ have existed from the very beginning. Even in ancient
Indian political philosophy, the independence of resources

was regarded as the very foundation of state power. In the
‘Arthashastra’, the great patriot Acharya ‘Kautilya'linked the
prosperity and security of a state directly to its economic re-
sources and productive capacity. According to him, the
stability of any state hinges upon how effectively it manages
itsresources and to what extent it can safeguard itself from
theinfluence of external powers.

Inmodern India, this concept was most effectively ar-
ticulated by figures such as Lala Lajpat Rai, Bipin Chan-
dra Pal, Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Pt. Madan Mohan Malaviya,
and Makhanlal Chaturvedi- most notably, by Mahatma
Gandhi. In his renowned book, “Hind Swaraj”, Gandhi
presented the concept of Swadeshi as a principle of social
and political liberty- one that transcended the scope of
mere economic policy. In his words, “Swadeshi implies
utilizing the resources and labor available within one’s im-
mediate surroundings to fulfill one’s own needs.” For
Gandbhi, the objective of Swadeshi was not merely con-
fined to the boycott of foreign goods; rather, it aimed at es-
tablishing a system wherein the economic structure of so-
ciety could remain free from the control of external forces.

Similarly, in his renowned work ‘Poverty and Un-
British Rulein India’, Dadabhai Naoroji argued that “a pri-
mary cause of India’s poverty was the economic dependence
engendered by colonial rule.” According to him, “when ex-
ternal powers gain control over a country’s resources and
commercial activities, that country’s economic progress
isstifled.” It must certainly be acknowledged that this con-
ceptremainsjustas pertinent today, for even in the modern
global economy, economic dependence frequently serves
as a conduit for political pressure. Furthermore, we ob-
serve that thinkers such as Pt. Deendayal Upadhyaya, Dat-
topant Thengadi, and Nanaji Deshmukh have presented
this perspective to Indian society in a highly pragmatic
manner.

Indeed, in the contemporary context, the challenge
of energy security facing India assumes particular signifi-
cance within this very framework. Bharat fulfills the major-
ity of its energy requirements through oil imports. Interna-
tional politics has frequently witnessed instances where
energy trade has been utilized as an instrument of diplo-
matic leverage. On several occasions, the United States-

through the imposition of sanctions-has exerted pressure
on nations importing oil from countries like Iran; conse-
quently, India, too, has been compelled to exercise cau-
tionints decisions regarding energy imports.

Such circumstances unequivocally demonstrate that
energy dependence is not merely an economicissue; itis in-
extricablylinked to foreign policy and strategic autonomy.
Hence, in today’s world, self-reliance entails cultivating
indigenous capabilities while simultaneously balancing
external dependencies in such a manner that no external
power can impinge upon India’s freedom to formulate its
own policies.

Inhisbook “India 2020, former President Dr. A.P.J.
Abdul Kalam wrote: “If India aspires to become a developed
nation, it must achieve self-reliance in critical sectors such
as energy, technology and defense.” According to him,
“without energy self-reliance, the long-term development
strategy of any nation remains incomplete”. It is for this
very reason that India is currently making rapid invest-
ments in sectors such as renewable energy, solar power,
biofuels and electric vehicles.

Ultimately, it can be asserted that India’s develop-
mental journey offers us a crucial lesson; the foundation of
true self-reliance lies in the balanced management of indige-
nous capabilities and external dependencies regarding
economic resources. Historical crises in sectors such as
food, foreign exchange, defense equipment and energy
have demonstrated that if a nation becomes excessively
dependent on external powers for its fundamental neces-
sities, its freedom in policy-making may be compromised.

Therefore, in the current global landscape, self-re-
liance signifies building-through indigenous production,
technological innovation, and multilateral diplomacy-the
kind of economic and strategic capacity that enables In-
dia to safeguard its national interests even amidst global
power rivalries. This is the path that appears poised to estab-
lish India as an independent and influential power in world
politics; it is commendable that the current PM Modi-led
central government is pursuing precisely this course. Itis
within this approach that India’s long-term interests truly
lie/ORGANISER.ORG
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tized in our culture. Without Artha,
Dharma cannot be practiced. Dharma is
strengthened by wealth. The rule of the
jungle states that the powerful will prey on
the weak during a chaotic period. There-
fore, the spread of Dharma across soci-
ety depends on the state’s stability.

The Purpose of Dharma

Dharma offers a code of conduct
meant to provide both worldly pleasures
and ultimate bliss, in addition to the goal
of achieving a union of the soul with ulti-
mate reality. Dharma is described as
“that which confers worldly joys and
leads to supreme happiness” by Rishi
Kanada in Vaisesika. Hindu Dharmais a
Dharma that proposes ways to achieve
eternal joy and the highest ideal on earth
rather than in heaven. For instance, it
supports the notion that getting married,
starting a family and supporting them in
any way required are all components of
one’s dharma. Dharma practice makes
life disciplined and provides a sense of
inner serenity, joy, strength and tranquil-
lity. Same applies to the global phenom-
ena.

“We have stated that progress of man
means the simultaneous progress of the
body, mind, intellect and soul”, says
Deendayalji in a clear explanation of the
brilliance of the Bharatiya approach to
the “Inward of a man”. There is a com-
mon misconception that Bharatiya cul-
ture only considers soul salvation and ig-
nores everything else. This is incorrect.
It’s not true that we don’t think about the
body, mind and intellect; we do think
about the soul. Others focused only on
the physique. As a result, our focus on the
soul seems special. Integration of all fac-
tors morally and spiritually uplifts not
only the individual but also to Society,
nation and globe which is intercon-
nected.

Ayounglad who is single takes care of
his mother. However, after being mar-
ried, he takes care of his mother and wife
and fulfills his obligations to them. It
would be incorrect to claim that this man
has no affection for his mother. At first, a
wife loves her husband alone, but once a
child is born, she starts to love both of
them. The Upanishads unequivocally
state that the body is the main tool for
carrying out the duties that Dharma
mandates. The body has been seen as the
goal in the West. In order to attain the in-
tegrated evolution of man, we in Bharat
have set the ideal of the fourfold responsi-
bilities of attending to the needs of body,
mind, intellect and soul before ourselves.
The four types of Purusharthas or tenets,
are Dharma, Artha, Karma, and Moksha.
When these are satisfied collectively,
he/she experiences total delight.

The reality that only the Bharatiya
way of life and Dharma will bring tran-
quility, sustainable development, trust
and joy to the world should be acknowl-
edged by think tanks and political lead-
ers worldwide. Therefore, it is crucial
that the “Ekatma Manavdarshan” of Pan-
dit Deendayal Upadhyay be studied and
acted upon in all universities worldwide,
as well as discussed by think tanks, so
that political leaders can properly com-
prehend Deendayal’s outstanding prin-
ciples. Let’s use the proper strategy and
way of thinking to bring about world
peace/ORGANISER.ORG
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