Legisiative Assembly Proceedings: Budget SBSSiOII 2026

Minimum Wages revised
across J K in 2022: Dy CM

EARTHNEWS SERVICE

ister said that under the
latest available central
notifications

JAMMU: Deputy Chief
Minister Surinder Kumar
Choudhary today said that
the Jammu and Kashmir
has revised the minimum
wages in respect of the
scheduled employments
in October 2002 and any
further revision will be
done as and when the Gol
notifies and implements
the National Floor Wag-
es under Code on Wages
2019, which shall be ap-
plicable to Union territory
of Jammu and Kashmir.
The Deputy Chief Min-

(effective
October 1, 2024 and sub-
sequently updated), the
minimum wage rates for
workers employed in the
unorganized sector and
scheduled employments
have been revised up-
wards for all skill catego-
ries including unskilled,
semi-skilled, and skilled
workers along with high-
er rates for highly skilled
workers.

He added that these
revised wages take into
account both basic wage

ister, said this while reply-
ing to a question on en-
hancement of minimum
wages, raised by Legisla-
tor Ali Mohammad Dar in
the Legislative Assembly.

He said that the Gov-
ernment of India, through
the Ministry of Labour
and Employment and the
office of the Chief Labour
Commissioner (Central),
has issued notifications
revising the minimum
wage structure applicable
under the Minimum Wag-
es Act, 1948.

He added that these
revisions are based on
adjustments to the Vari-
able Dearness Allowance
(VDA), which is linked to
the Consumer Price Index
for Industrial Workers
(CPI-IW), and aim to ad-
dress inflationary pres-
sures and cost-of-living
across skill for workers
increases categories.

The Deputy Chief Min-

and VDA components, as
notified by the Govern-
ment of India.

The Deputy CM also
said that, under the Code
on Wages, 2019 (now in
force w.e.f 21st of Novem-
ber 2025 in pan India also
in J&K as part of the con-
solidated labour codes),
the Government of India
has established provisions
for national floor mini-
mum wage and strength-
ened mechanisms for
periodic revision of min-
imum wages based on

socio- economic criteria.
He added that Minimum
wages Act, 1948 has been
subsumed under code of
wages, 2019 and now wag-
es will be governed under
this code.

He further said that
the Government of Jam-
mu & Kashmir revised
the minimum wages in
respect of scheduled em-
ployments vide S. O. 513
dated 12.10.2022. he in-
formed that in terms of
Section 3(1) (b) of the
Minimum Wages Act,
1948, appropriate Gov-
ernment is empowered
to issue notifications for
revision of the rates of
minimum wages in accor-
dance with the provisions
of Section 5 of the Act,
and the said revision shall
remain operative till Octo-
ber, 2027. He further in-
formed that as and when
the Government of India
notifies and implements
the National Floor Wag-
es under Code on Wages
2019 and same shall be
applicable to the Union
Territory of Jammu &
Kashmir.

QUESTION HOUR

Rs 280,30 Cr under SDRF, Rs 100 Cr under

E- Bus service
operates
within SMR

G&B Hostels ready for admissions
in Kupwara, Handwara: Rana

overnment today in-
formed the Legisla-

of the students.
He said that the bud-

and will be completed

tive Assembly that Gujjar
& Bakerwal Girls Hos-
tel Zangli, Kupwara and
Guijar Bakerwal Boys
Hostel, Handwara are
completed and are ready
to commence admission
process from next aca-
demic session.

Replying to a question
raised by Choudhary Mo-
hammad Akram in the
House, Minister for Trib-
al Affairs, Javed Ahmed
Rana stated that twin
hostels are complete and
are ready for admission

getary Provision for di-
etary items, bedding and
other miscellaneous ex-
penses to run the hostels
have been projected in
revised estimates 2025-
2026 and budget esti-
mates for the year 2026-
2027.

Regarding the con-
struction of Gujiar &
Bakerwal Girls Hostel
Budgam and Gujjar &
Bakerwal Girls Hostel
Baramulla, Minister in-
formed that the Hos-
tels are at finishing level

soon.

However, some works
related to electricity,
power, water connec-

tion are pending and the
matter has been taken
up with concerned exec-
utive agency, so that the
admission process can
be initiated from the next
academic session.

The Minister also
said that land has been
transferred in favour of
Tribal Affairs department
for the construction of
ST/G&B Girls Hostel at
Srinagar.

UT Capex released for flood restoration works

eputy Chief Minister Surinder Choud-
hary today said that Rs 289.39 crores
were released during the current financial
year, 2025-26, under the State Disaster Re-

during the current financial year 2025-26.
The Deputy CM also said that based on

the report of Inter-Ministerial Central Team

(IMCT), the Gol under SASCI (Scheme for

limits: Satish

Strengthening of existing medical
infra Govt’s top priority: Sakeena

Minister for Health
and Medical Educa-
tion, Sakeena Itoo today
remarked that strength-
ening of existing medical
infrastructure is top pri-
ority of the Government
and creation of any addi-
tional Medical Blocks shall
be considered subject to
requirement, feasibility,
availability of manpower
and infrastructure.

The Health Minister
said this while replying to
a question of Legislator
Sheikh Ahsan Ahmad on
Medical Blocks during on-
going Budget Session of
J&K Legislative Assembly.

The Minister informed
the House that district Sri-

nagar, having a population
of over 15 lakh, is presently
having one Medical Block
and four Medical Zones
and these four Medical
Zones are functioning di-
rectly under the admin-
istrative control of Chief
Medical Officer, Srinagar.
She added that the admin-
istrative, supervisory and
field-level implementation
of health programmes in
district Srinagar is being
carried out smoothly and
satisfactorily with exist-
ing manpower and infra-
structure, with no major
impediments reported in
the delivery of health care
services under the present
administrative setup.

one Medical Block, collec-
tively catering to the eight
Assembly Constituencies
of district Srinagar.

She added that the ex-
isting health care delivery
mechanism in the district
is being adequately sup-
ported by the presence of
premier tertiary and sec-
ondary health care insti-
tutions like Government
Medical College Srinagar,
Gousia Hospital, SKIMS
Soura, SMHS Hospi-
tal, JLNM Hospital and
SKIMS Bemina, which sig-

The Health Minister
also informed the House
that District Srinagar is

administratively covered
by four Medical Zones and

nificantly enhance patient
care services and help in
managing the patient and
service load across the dis-
trict.

sponse Fund (SDRF), besides an amount of
Rs. 100.00 crores (Rs 5.00 crore for each
district) has been released under the UT
Capex Budget (2025-26) of DMRRR un-
der the activity “Flood Relief Measures” to
undertake urgent flood restoration works
across Jammu and Kashmir.

The Deputy Chief Minister said this
while replying to a question, on behalf of
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah, raised by
Legislator Rajiv Jasrotia in the House.

He informed the Assembly that no funds
till date have been released by the Govern-
ment of India for flood restoration works

Special Assistance to States for Capital In-
vestment) has allocated Rs. 1431.00 Cr. for
J&K for flood restoration works.

He added that, Jal Shakti Department
has received funds for ongoing flood man-
agement projects under Flood Manage-

ment & Border Area Programme (FMBAP)

during the current financial year. He said
that the released funds are mainly for Flood
Management Works JK-21, JK-22, JK-23
amounting to Rs. 164.35 lacs and for Com-
prehensive Flood Management of River
Jhelum, Phase-II (Part-A) amounting to Rs.
6041.25 lacs.

‘128 Brick Kilns out of 199
deposit royalty in Budgam’

eputy Chief Minister

Surinder  Choudhary
today informed the House
that there are 199 Brick
Kilns in the district Budgam
out of which 128 Brick kilns
have deposited the royalty
in District Mineral officer
Budgam on account of Con-
sumption of Brick earth
during the current financial
year.

ister said this while reply-
ing to a question regarding
Brick Kilns, raised by Legis-
lator Dr. Shafi Ahmad Wani
in the Legislative Assembly.

He informed the house
that the Geology and Min-
ing Department is entrust-
ed to monitor the raw ma-
terial procured by the unit
holders for processing and
its transportation comes

only.

The Deputy CM added
that as per records provid-
ed by DMO, Budgam, 107
Crusher unit holders and
44 Hot wet mix plants are
registered on the depart-
mental web portal geol-
ogyminingjk.gov.in  with
updation of legal quantity
and its sale/transportation
through proper e- challans/

inister for Transport,

Satish Sharma said
that as per the operational
guidelines of Ministry of
Housing & Urban Affairs
(MoHUA), e-bus service is
being operated within the
Srinagar Metropolitan Re-
gion (SMR) limits.

The Minister said this
while replying to a ques-
tion raised by Rafiq Ahmad
Naik.

He informed the house
that the Tral constituency
falls out of SMR limits.

While replying to a sup-
plementary, the Minister
said that consideration
would be given to include
Tral in the network, once
new fleet of buses is re-

Govt approves liquidation of SCARD
Bank; no rehab plan for employees yet

he Jammu and Kashmir govern-

ment on Tuesday said it has ap-
proved the liquidation of the J&K
State Cooperative Agriculture and Ru-
ral Development (SCARD) Bank.

In a written reply to the Assembly,
minister-in-charge for cooperatives
Javed Ahmed Dar said the decision
was taken by council of ministers on
December 3, 2025. He was responding
to a question by PDP MLA Aga Syed
Muntazir Mehdi.

“As of now, the department has not
formulated any proposal for the reha-
bilitation, absorption or provision of
compensation to the employees work-
ing in the J&K SCARD Bank,” Dar said.

However, he assured that the inter-

ests of employees will be safeguarded
in accordance with the provisions of
the Jammu and Kashmir Coopera-
tive Societies Act, 1989, and the rules
framed thereunder, subject to future
policy decisions or instructions of the
government.

Dar further said that measures
have been initiated to safeguard the
interests of depositors and borrowers
of the SCARD Bank.

“The issues affecting the bank have
been examined in detail by the depart-
ment in consultation with NABARD,
and a structured, closely monitored
and legally compliant course of action
has been advised to ensure an orderly
and transparent process,” he said.

As part of these measures, a special
Know Your Customer (KYC) verifica-
tion exercise covering all depositors
and loanees across branches, includ-
ing the head office and regional offices,
has been completed to verify the au-
thenticity of accounts and protect the
interests of genuine depositors.

The minister said that the council
of ministers has approved the proposal
relating to the bank with specific direc-
tions to safeguard depositor interests.

“A phased and legally compliant
course of action, in line with the Jam-
mu and Kashmir Cooperative Societies
Act, 1989, has been formulated to en-
sure minimal inconvenience to depos-
itors”.

Discussion on Motion of Thanks on LG's address

commences in Legislative

Assembly

The Deputy Chief Min-  from

legitimate

sources  e-permits only.

ceived by the department.

Tarigami flags ‘disempowerment’ of Assembly,
seeks all-party meet, debate on reservation

ommunist Party of India (Marxist)

leader and MLA M Y Tarigami on
Tuesday expressed concern over what
he termed the “disempowerment” of
the Jammu and Kashmir Assembly,
claiming that, despite receiving a public
mandate, elected representatives were
finding it difficult to exercise authority.

During a discussion on the lieutenant
governor’s address in the Assembly on
Tuesday, Tarigami acknowledged that
while the speech appreciated the public
mandate resulting from the assembly
elections held after seven years, the re-
ality on the ground indicated that the
House was not sufficiently empowered.

“I read today’s address of the lieu-
tenant governor, and while I could not
bring its copy with me, I do have last
year’s address. Even today’s address is
extremely important in context. Last
year, when the governor delivered the
customary address, two things were
specifically mentioned: first, apprecia-
tion of the public mandate received in
the assembly elections; and second, that
these elections were held after seven
years,” he said.

Expressing concern, he said, “I only
wish to submit this — wherever the
Honourable LG may be, perhaps he
should hear this — that ministers re-

peatedly say today that they are disem-
powered, but what pains me even more
is how disempowered this entire House
feels.”

The CPI(M) leader mentioned that
the perception of officers not listen-
ing to elected representatives spanned
across party lines and was privately ac-
knowledged by members from both the
ruling and opposition sides.

“If this situation continues, then
what is the meaning of a Union Terri-
tory? This is not an issue of one party.
I have repeatedly urged the chief min-
ister to convene an all-party meeting to
discuss why, despite a historic mandate,
the Assembly is being weakened, and
the region is not being empowered,”
Tarigami said.

He also raised concerns about eco-
logical vulnerability in Jammu and
Kashmir and called for greater atten-
tion to environmental protection, de-
scribing the region’s ecosystem as “ex-
tremely fragile.”

“I request the chief minister to bring
a separate climate budget on the pat-
tern of some states,” he said.

Tarigami addressed the pressing is-
sue of unemployment, noting that both
the government and opposition discuss
youth-related matters, but questioned

the effectiveness of measures taken for
job creation. He highlighted that the un-
employment rate in Jammu and Kash-
mir is among the highest compared to
other states and Union Territories, and
called for the government to prioritise
job creation.

On the subject of reservation, Tari-
gami asserted that it is the right of so-
cially underprivileged communities,
but cautioned against neglecting mer-
itorious students, which could lead to
unrest. He sought a detailed debate in
the Assembly on the issue and asked the
government to clarify when the report
of a committee constituted on reser-
vation rationalisation would be imple-
mented.

Referring to flood damage in parts
of Jammu and Kashmir, Tarigami said
that disaster relief and restoration ef-
forts had been inadequate. “Floods had
destroyed houses as well as agricultural
livelihoods, including apple orchards
and crops, and urged the government to
provide adequate assistance to affected
families,” he said.

The MLA also raised concerns about
the security situation in the Valley, al-
leging the harassment of individuals
based on minor or unverified allega-
tions.

JAMMU: The discussion on Motion
of Thanks on Lieutenant Governor’s
Address commenced in Legislative
Assembly today.

The motion was moved by MLA
Showkat Hussain Ganie and seconded
by MLA Dr. Rameshwar Singh.

Initiating the debate, Showkat
Hussain Ganie stated that more than
7000 people have been employed
since Omar Abdullah assumed office,
while around more than 23000 more
are currently in the process of recruit-
ment. He acknowledged that the tour-
ism sector had suffered initially, but
noted that over two crore tourists have
since visited the region, reflecting sus-
tained efforts by the government to
revive the sector.

Highlighting infrastructure devel-
opment, he referred to construction
of major roads and tunnels, including
Sonamarg Tunnel, Shopian—Suran-
kote National Highway and several
flyover projects, aimed at improving
connectivity and boosting economic
activity. He further mentioned key
welfare measures, including the free
ration schemes and the enhancement
of old-age pension, asserting that
these initiatives were in line with the
commitments made in the election
manifesto. Rameshwar Singh who
seconded the motion, reflected the
achievements in terms of education,
health, rural infrastructure said that
the present government has accept-
ed the challenges and the work it has
done is praise worthy.

He also expressed serious concern

over the growing menace of substance
abuse and drug addiction in the Union
Territory, describing the figures as
alarming.

Singh further emphasized that col-
lective efforts are essential to ensure
unity and sustained progress in Jam-
mu and Kashmir.

Mohammad Yousuf Rather (Tari-
gami) highlighted that the Budget
should have a provision for separate
climate fund for Jammu and Kash-
mir, on the lines of provisions made
in other States and Union Territories,
to effectively address climate-related
challenges.

Sham Lal Sharma said that people
need respite from unscheduled power
cuts and more efforts need to be tak-
en in this direction as there has been
significant increase in revenue realiza-
tion in the power sector. He also said
that JJM schemes need to be com-
pleted so that people will have regu-
lar water supply. He further said that
more avenues need to be created for
generating employment for the youth
of Jammu and Kashmir.

Ghulam Ahmad Mir, while partici-
pating in the debate, asserted for more
efforts from the government for res-
toration of statehood. He added that
business rules shall also be finalized
as soon as possible for smooth func-
tioning of the Government.

Ajaz Ahmad Jan while speaking
on the motion, said that pre-budget
meetings were held By Chief Minister
with all stakeholders so that the up-
coming budget reflects aspirations of

the people.

Arjun Singh Raju said that the
government has made significant
strides in development across various
sectors, including power infrastruc-
ture, reduction of transmission and
distribution losses, roads, education,
health, and other key areas, particu-
larly in Ramban district.

Speaking during the debate on Mo-
tion of Thanks, Baldev Raj Sharma
spoke about various constituency spe-
cific issues.

Rafiq Ahmad Naik, in his address
said that the Pre-Budget consultations
of Chief Minister with Legislators is
an encouraging step for charting the
developmental road-map of Jammu
and Kashmir. He also raised various
constituency specific issues during the
debate.

Salman Ali Sagar, while speak-
ing in favour of the motion, said that
Omar Abdullah led Government has
laid great focus on socio-economic
upliftment of people across all sec-
tions of society and has been working
tirelessly for the holistic development
of Jammu and Kashmir.

While participating in the debate,
Shakti Raj Parihar said that the Gov-
ernment should give focus on the de-
velopment of Chenab Valley, includ-
ing Doda district.

Speaking in support of Motion,
Pirzada Farooq Ahmad Shah said
that due to strenuous efforts of Gov-
ernment, particularly Chief minister
Omar Abdullah, tourism sector has
revived across J&K.




