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B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha rallied In-
dia's youth on Tuesday to turn
knowledge into innovation, si-
los into collaboration, and
dreams into reality, position-
ing educational campuses as
frontrunners in achieving De-
veloped India@2047.

At the closing of the 48-
hour national "Innovathon

0" Hackathon, he urged stu-
dents, “Don't just join the fu-
ture—defineit.”

Sinha stressed building
dynamic tech ecosystems that
evolve constantly, embracing
change as a chance tolead.

“India can't just partici-
pate in the tech revolution; we
must dominate it,” he de-
clared. With AT and Machine
Learning reshaping civiliza-
tion, he said mastering them
will let India set the century's

CM Omar directs
seamless services
in holy Ramadan

SRINAGAR: Emphasizing
the importance of ensuring
smooth public services dur-
ing the sacred month, the
Chief Minister Omar Abdul-
lah Tuesday directed all con-
cerned departments to take
proactive measures for the
convenience and welfare of
the people.

Heissued these direc-
tions while chairing a high-
level meeting to review
arrangements for the holy
month of Ramadan across
Jammu and Kashmir.

The Chief Minister
stressed the need for intensi-
fied sanitation drives across
J&K, particularly around ma-
jor places of worship, shrines,
mosques and other congrega-
tion points. He instructed au-
thorities to increase the fre-
quency of garbage collection
and ensure cleanliness
throughout Ramadan.

He directed all depart-
ments to ensure seamless
public service delivery, effec-
tive grievance redressal, and
necessary arrangements at
major places of worship to
ensure a peaceful and P> P11

row,
through ideas and research to

rules.
Sinha hailed today's youth
as the true architects of tomor-

armed with break-

reshape the nation's destiny.
“Young generation must
pursue transformative inno-
vations because Developed In-
dia@2047is not merely a slo-

Jammujuvenilehomeescape:
Paknationals heldinAmbala

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: Two Pakistani
nationals, who along with a
local gangster escaped from a
juvenile home in a border
village here, were arrested
within 20 hours of the inci-
dent near Ambala railway
station in Haryana while
they were heading for Nepal,
officials said on Tuesday.

However, local gangster
Karajeet Singh alias Gugga,
who allegedly master-
minded the escape, re-
mained at large and efforts
are on to arrest him, they
said.

Karajeet Singh, a resi-
dent of Dablehar in R S Pura,
and Pakistan citizens Mo-
hammad Suna-ullah (20)
and Ahsan Anwar (21) al-
legedly attacked police per-
sonnel and fled from the ju-
venile home at around 5 pm
on Monday. Two cops were
injured in the incident.

Earlier, six police per-
sonnel were suspended over
alleged dereliction of duty
after the three inmates es-
caped from the juvenile fa-

cility in R S Pura sector here.

The officials said both
the Pakistani nationals were
tracked near Ambala railway
station by a police party and
subsequently handed over to
the J&K Police.

The gangster's mother is
also missing from her
Jammu residence and is be-
lieved to be accompanying
his absconding son, they
said.

Citing preliminary infor-
mation, the officials said the
duo who were taken into
custody in 2019 and 2021 af-
ter they crossed into Indian
side, were lodged at the Ju-
venile Observation Centre
despite being turned major.

After their escape, they
boarded a sleeper coach in
Jammu and were heading
for Uttar Pradesh to cross
over to Nepal, the officials
said, further details are
awaited.

Earlier, the officials said
six police personnel, includ-
ing an assistant sub-inspec-
tor, were placed under sus-
pension for alleged
dereliction of > P11

gan but represents a commit-
ment- a promise made to our-
selves and to future genera-
tions,” the  Lieutenant
Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor
observed that our campuses
have evolved beyond mere de-
gree-granting institutions and
they have transformed into
factories of ideas, workshops
of innovation where possibil-
ity takes tangible form.

He lauded the University
of Jammu for its unique en-
deavour to bridge the gap be-
tween classroom theory and
authentic learning, between
abstract concepts and practi-
cal application through Inno-
vathon 1.0. He said five the-
matic pillars of Innovathon
1.0-Al, Cyber-Physical Sys-
tems, Sustainability, Health-
Tech, and Responsible
Tourism represent the actual
challenges and P> P11

Chaotic scenes
eruptin J&K
Assembly over
land grab claims

JAMMU: Uproarious
chaos unfolded in the
Jammu & Kashmir Legisla-
tive Assembly on Tuesday
after BJP MLA Vikram
Randhawa's February 13 al-
legation that Kashmiris
were encroaching on land
inJammu.

As soon as the House
convened, Khursheed
jumped up, urging the
Chair to address Rand-
hawa’s provocative re-
marks.

The Speaker directed
him to sit down, prioritizing
obituary references for two
deceased lawmakers.

After the obituary refer-
ences were read, Khursheed
again stood up and waved a
placard that read “Khasra
No. 211” in an attempt to
highlight alleged land en-
croachment by Randhawa
himself. Randhawa had re-
ceived a show-cause notice
from the Jammu Develop-
ment Authority for al-
legedly encroaching on land
in Khasra No. 211 at Chak
Ganeshu village in p> P11

Shantmanu is
State Election
Commissioner

JAMMU: The Jammu and
Kashmir administration on
Tuesday appointed former
IAS officer Shantmanu as the
new State Election Commis-
sioner (SEC) of the Union
Territory.

Shantmanu replaces BR
Sharma, who completed his
tenure after serving in the
post since July 20, 2023.

According to an official
notification issued by Com-
missioner-Secretary M Raju,
the appointment was made
under by Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha under sub-
section (3) of section 36 of the
Jammu and Kashmir Pan-
chayati Raj Act, 1989.

Shantmanu, a 1991-batch
officer of the AGMUT cadre,
recently retired as Additional
Chief Secretary and Financial
Commissioner in Jammu and
Kashmir.

His terms as SEC P> P11

Bhagwat pitches 3-child Hindufamilies,
‘Detect, Delete, Ileport’ forinfittrators

LUCKNOW: RSS chief Mo-
han Bhagwat on Tuesday
called for uniting and em-
powering the Hindu society,
saying there is no threat but
vigilance is necessary, and
suggested that Hindu fami-
lies should consider having
atleast three children.

He also said that infiltra-
tors should be "detected,
deleted and deported".

Addressing a social-har-
mony meeting at the
Saraswati Shishu Mandir
here, Bhagwat expressed
concern over what he de-
scribed as a declining Hindu
population and said induce-
ment- or coercion-based re-
ligious conversions should be
stopped.

He also emphasised ac-
celerating efforts to bring

people back to the Hindu-
fold and ensuring their wel-
fare.

"There is a need to unite
and empower Hindus. There
is no threat to us but vigi-
lance is necessary," the
Rashtriya ~ Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) chief said.

Raising concerns over in-
filtration, Bhagwat said infil-

trators should be "detected,
deleted and deported" and
should not be provided em-
ployment.

He also said Hindu fami-
lies should consider having
atleast three children, citing
scientific opinions that soci-
eties with an average fertility
rate of below three could dis-
appear in the future.

Bhagwat said newly-
married couples should be
made aware of this and
added that the purpose of
marriage is to carry forward
creation, not merely fulfilling
one's own desires.

Bhagwat said a lack of
harmony leads to discrimi-
nation and stressed that all
citizens share one country
and one motherland.

"The Sanatan thought is
aphilosophy of » P11

Meghwal signals quick restoration of
Statehood; Omar hopes wait ends fast

CM calls for strengthenmg Tele-law service in J&K

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: Union Minis-
ter for Law and Justice Arjun
Meghwal on Tuesday said
statehood to Jammu and
Kashmir would be restored
soon, prompting a quick re-
sponse from Chief Minsiter
Omar Abdullah who said
that he hoped that the wait is
nottoolong.

After attending a func-
tion at the Sher-i-Kashmir
International Conference
Centre (SKICC) here, Megh-
wal told reporters that while
it was a "very sensitive is-
sue", Union Home Minister
Amit Shah has said in the
LoK Sabha that J-K's state-
hood would be restored.

"You will get it but there
is a process for it. I feel you
will soon get to hear about a
decision in this regard," he
said.

Reacting to Meghwal's
comment, Abdullah, who
was also present at the func-
tion, said, "I heard on the

February 19, 2026 | 10:00 AM | Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi

sidelines that the (Union)

minister said that we will be
hearing good news soon.

"It has been one and a
half years of wait. We hope
we do not have to wait much
longer," Abdullah told re-
porters.

The chief minister said
no one in Jammu and Kash-
mir will be satisfied till it is
done.

"The process is on,
(though) it is taking longer.
We were expecting to get it
by now but we have not got it
yet. We have not given up

Vol: 14 |

hope, we are talking to the
Centre on it continuously,"
he added.

Home Minister Shabh,
while speaking in Lok Sabha
on February 13, 2021, said
Jammu and Kashmir's
Union territory status was
temporary and its statehood
would be restored.

On August 5, 2019, the
Centre abrogated Article
370, which accorded a spe-
cial status to the erstwhile
state of Jammu and Kash-
mir. The government also di-
vided Jammu and P> P11
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PMModi, Macron
launchindia-France
Yearof Innovation

MUMBALI: India and
France on Tuesday resolved
to further strengthen coop-
eration in innovation in dif-
ferent fields as Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and
French President Em-
manuel Macron launched
the India-France Year of In-
novation.

Speaking at the event,
Prime Minister Modi said
the ties between the two
countries are not just about
innovation, but also about
shared values.

"Today, two innovation
hubs are coming together,"
Modi said.

"I and President
Macron have decided to cel-
ebrate 2026 India-France
Year of Innovation. This is
also our commitment to in-
novate, lead," Modi added.

France and India have
worked together in strategic
technology sectors. The
trust between the two coun-
tries has cemented and this
hastakenittoan P> P11
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