“Perfectionis not
attainable.Butif
we chase perfec-
tionwecancatch
excellence.”

—Vince Lombardi

INBRIEF

Rangers hold
flag meeting
along Border

JAMMU: The Border Secu-
rity Force (BSF) and Pakistan
Rangers on Thursday held a
flag meeting along the Inter-
national Borderinthe R S
Pura sector here, officials
said.

The meeting was held
near Bullechak Border Out-
post at the request of Pak-
istan Rangers over an inci-
dent of firing, the officials
said.

They said the BSF clari-
fied that the firing was part of
ascheduled training exercise
within its area of responsibil-
ity. The meeting was con-
ducted in a cordial atmos-
phere, with both sides
reiterating their commitment
to maintaining peace and sta-
bility along the border, the of-
ficials said. They describe the
interaction as part of estab-
lished mechanisms to ad-
dress operational issues and
avoid any misunderstanding.

LA Bulletin:
Feb 16 to
be Off Day

JAMMU: The Jammu and
Kashmir Legislative Assem-
bly Secretariat on Thursday
announced that there will be
an Off Day on Monday, Feb-
ruary 16, 2026, following a
unanimous decision taken by
the House.

According to a bulletin is-
sued by the Assembly Secre-
tariat on Thursday, the busi-
ness that was earmarked for
February 16 will now be
transacted on Friday, Febru-
ary 20, 2026.

The bulletin, issued un-
der No. LA-1001-
36/Legn/2026 and dated
February 12,2026, was
signed by Secretary of the
Legislative Assembly,
Monokum (Manoj Kumar
Pandit).

The announcement has
been made in pursuance of
the decision of the House, the
Secretariat said.»> P11

BJP files plea to
cancel Rahul’s
membership

NEW DELHI: BJP MP
Nishikant Dubey on Thurs-
day said he has given a notice
to initiate a 'substantive mo-
tion' against Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi, and de-
manded that his Lok Sabha
membership be cancelled
and he be debarred from con-
testing elections for life.

Speaking to PTIvideos in
Parliament House complex,
Dubey said that in his notice
he has stated how the Leader
of the Opposition visits for-
eign countries joining hands
with the Soros Foundation,
USAID, Ford Foundation
and "colludes" with anti-In-
dia elements.

A substantive P> P11

HC to hear
Malik's case
next week

SRINAGAR: The High
Court of Jammu and Kash-
mir and Ladakh will hear
next week AAP MLA Mehraj
Malik's petition challenging
his detention under the con-
troversial Public Safety Act.

Justice Mohammad
Yousuf Wani heard the argu-
ments of state counsels Sunil
Sethi and Monica Kohli on
Thursday.

The court listed the case
for further hearing on Febru-
ary 19, Advocate Appu Singh
Slathia told reporters after
the court hearing.

The court had part heard
the arguments of the state
counsels last week.

Malik, the MLA > P11
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India clears 114 Rafalejetsin
Rs 3.6 Lakh Cr Defence push

Ministry seals deal to procure 8 Dornier aircrafts

NEW DELHI: The defence
ministry on Thursday cleared
a long-pending proposal to
procure 114 Rafale fighter jets
under a government-to-gov-
ernment framework with
France, nearly 13 years after
a similar acquisition was al-
most firmed up but it could
not be sealed.

In total, capital acquisi-
tion of military hardware
worth Rs 3.60 lakh crore was
approved by the Defence Ac-
quisition Council (DAC),

chaired by Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, to enhance
the combat readiness of de-
fence forces, according to an
official readout.

Under the project, 18 air-
craft will be supplied by Das-
sault Aviation, the maker of
Rafale, in a fly away condition
and the rest will be manufac-
tured in India with over 50
per cent indigenous that will
be to be met in phases,
sources said.

Though the defence min-

Pahariquota:2BJP
MLAsstage walkout

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: Two BJP legisla-
tors on Thursday staged a
walkout from the Jammu
and Kashmir Assembly in
support of extending reser-
vation benefits under the Pa-
hari quota to eligible com-
munity members, including
Pakistani refugees residing

Speaker assures debate on Social Media smear campaigns

Govt has no institutional defence
against mlsmformatlon- Pathama

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: The Jammu and
Kashmir Assembly on Thurs-
day witnessed uproar over
the unchecked spread of mis-
information, prompting the
Speaker to schedule a special
half-hour debate on the ab-
sence of a formal institutional
mechanism to deal with fake
news.

The intervention came
after a sharp attack by BJP
legislator R. S. Pathania, who
accused the Government of
failing to put in place a credi-
ble regulatory and enforce-
ment structure to counter the

in the plains.

Narinder Singh Raina
and Arvind Gupta walked
out of the House, stating
they were not satisfied with
the government’s response
regarding the extension of
reservation benefits under
the Pahari quota to commu-
nity members residing in
Jammu and other p> P11

growing influence of mis-
leading digital content.
Raising the issue during
the sitting, Pathania said the
lack of a clearly defined reg-

istry did not provide the cost
of the procurement, it is ex-
pected tobe in the range of Rs
2.90 lakh crore to Rs 3.15
lakh crore.

The approval for pro-
curement of the Rafale jets
came just four days ahead of
French President Emmanuel
Macron's visit to India.

However, a formal con-
tract to seal the deal is un-
likely before the end of the
year as the defence ministry
will now have to carry out ne-
gotiations with Dassault Avi-
ation to finalise the cost and
finer details of the weapons
package.

The Cabinet Committee
on Security (CCS) headed by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will also have to give a
final approval to the acquisi-
tion programme.

In April 2019, the Indian
Air Force issued an RFI (Re-
quest for Information), or ini-
tial tender to acquire 114
Multi-Role Fighter > P11

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: Interestingly, to
safeguard the Rs 250-crore
ropeway project, Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine Board
(SMVDSB) has started delib-
erations on structured reha-
bilitation of stakeholders—
ponywallas, pithus and
palkiwallas, who projected a
demand of Rs 20 lakh per
head for rehabilitation of the
stakeholders in the first round
of talks which were held on
Thursday.

The Shrine Board would
require nearly 3000-crore to
rehabilitate the stakeholders
amid concerns that the pro-
posed ropeway project along
the Shri Mata Vaishno Devi

SMVD Shrine Board needs Rs 3,000 Cr for

‘structured rehabilitation’ of stakeholders
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Pratham Pooja for Shri Amarnathji Yatra on June 29

SASB enhances accidental cover for
Yatris, service prov1ders to Rs 10L

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: The authorities on
Thursday enhanced the acci-
dental insurance cover for
registered Shri Amarnathji
Yatris, service providers and
‘pujaris’ from Rs 5 lakh to Rs
10 lakh, strengthening the
safety net for all stakeholders
associated with the annual
pilgrimage in south Kashmir,
officials said.

The decision was taken at
the 50th board meeting of the
Shri Amarnath Ji Shrine
Board (SASB) chaired by J-K
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha, an official spokesman
said.

The Board also an-
nounced that the ‘Pratham
Pooja’ for the 2026 pilgrim-
age will be performed on
June 29 on the occasion of
‘Jyeshtha Purnimaa’.

The formal commence-
ment date for the Yatra will
be finalised soon, the
spokesman said.

Lakhs of pilgrims from

across the country annually
visit the 3,880-metre high
holy cave shrine of Shri
Amarnath, housing the natu-
rally formed ice Shivlingam.

The Yatra takes place
from twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48 km route from Pa-
halgam in Anantnag, and the
14 km shorter but steeper
Baltal route in Ganderbal dis-
trict.

The Board approved the
setting up of a laser and
sound show dedicated to
‘Baba Barfani’, to be hosted in

both Srinagar and Jammu,
which will also serve as a cul-
tural beacon, highlighting the
rich spiritual history of the

Union territory, the
spokesman said.

The Board also gave its
nod to various key measures
and interventions to further
enhance the spiritual experi-
ence and convenience of the
devotees for the upcoming
Yatra, the spokesman said.

The Board decided to en-
hance the accidental insur-
ance cover for registered Ya-

route in Reasi district might
lead to livelihood loss.

Pertinent to mention here
that the rehabilitation de-
mands are projected by the
stakeholders in compliance
with the directives of the Na-
tional Green Tribunal (NGT).

Talking to The Earth
News, Bhupinder Singh, who
led the delegation of the rep-
resentatives of various stake-
holder groups which met the
SMVDSB officials on Thurs-
day, informed that above
13,000 stakeholders are
presently associated with the
Yatra along the Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi track which are
likely to be affected with the
commencement of the rope-
way project.

Singh also informed that
a demand of Rs 20 lakh per
head along with other issues
per projected with the Board
officials. He added that the
delegation also asked the
Shrine Board to rehabilitate
nearly 1300 stakeholders too
who were allegedly removed
by the Board in the last six
years on one or other pretexts.

Meanwhile, the Shrine
Board is planning a Rs 250-
crore ropeway project to con-
nect Tarakote Marg with Sanji
Chhat along the 12-kilometre
steep track leading to the cave
shrine.

The Shrine Board today
assured stakeholders that
their rehabilitation plan
would be finalised through

consultation. The assurance
was given during a meeting
chaired by Sachin Kumar
Vaishya, Chief Executive Of-
ficer, SMVDSB and was at-
tended by senior officers of
the Board along with a delega-
tion led by Bhupinder Singh
and representatives of various
stakeholder  groups, a
spokesperson of the Shrine
Board said.

Meanwhile, the meeting
was held in pursuance of the
decisions taken during the
76th Meeting of the SMVDSB
under the Chairmanship of
Manoj Sinha, Lieutenant
Governor, J&K, in compli-
ance with the directives of the
National Green Tribunal
(NGT). The > P11

ulatory and institutional
framework was leaving soci-
ety exposed to organised mis-
information. He argued that
the problem went beyond ru-

mours and directly affected
governance, public account-
ability and the functioning of
democratic institutions. Ac-
cording to him, the adminis-
tration currently stood with-
out an effective defence
against a threat that also car-
ried security implications.

The intensity of the ex-
changes compelled the
Speaker to order a dedicated
half-hour discussion in the
House to examine what sev-
eral members described as an
institutional vacuum in deal-
ing with fake and misleading
information.

In awritten reply P> P11

“1400illegal
structures
demolished’

JAMMU: A total of 1,4251l-
legal structures, including
residential, have been razed
across Jammu and Kashmir
since the formation of the
National Conference-led
government in October
2024, the Assembly was in-
formed on Thursday.

The demolished proper-
tiesincluded the house of
journalist Arfaz Ahmad
Daing in Jammu, with the
government saying due pro-
cedure under the J-K Public
Premises (Eviction of Unau-
thorised Occupants) Act,
1988, and other relevant
laws was followed prior to
the action.p P11

tris, service providers, offi-
cials, seasonal workers and
‘pujaris’ from Rs 5 lakh to Rs
10 lakh, other than discussing
and approving various wel-
fare measures for the SASB
employees, the spokesman
said.

L-G Sinha, who is also
chairman of the SASB, di-
rected the concerned officials
to identify spots for installing
suitable toilet facilities along
the Yatra routes.

Sinha also directed the
installation of P P11

Noviolation
in133 vehicle
purchase: Govt

JAMMU: The Jammu and
Kashmir government on
Thursday said that it has
purchased 133 luxury vehi-
clesin the financial year
2024-25 and maintained
that procurement of official
vehicles was strictly in ac-
cordance with prescribed
norms, denying any lack of
standardisation in the
process.

Inawrittenreplytoa
question by BJP MLA Ran-
bir Singh Pathania, Trans-
port Minister Satish
Sharma said the State Mo-
tor Garages Department
purchased 133 luxury vehi-
clesin 2024-25and 10 in
FY 2023-24.

He said there has been
no deviation from norms in
the procurement of vehicles
by various P> P11

Govt: Efforts on to bring
J-K youth in mainstream

NEW DELHI: The govern-
ment, under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, is working to bring the
youth of Jammu and Kash-
mir into the national main-
stream and prevent them
from going on the wrong
path, Minister of State for
Labour and Employment
Shobha Karandlaje said in
the Rajya Sabha on Thursday.

Replying to supplemen-
tary questions in the Upper
House during the Question
Hour, she said there was a
time when incidents of stone
pelting were commonly seen
in Jammu and Kashmir, but
the Union Territory is now
moving towards creating em-

ployment.

"For the first time in the
country, in the last seven
years, new EPFO subscribers
have joined, and in Jammu
and Kashmir, 1.6 lakh new
subscribers have joined. This
is a very big thing in Jammu
and Kashmir," she told the
house.

"We are working under
the leadership of the Prime
Minister in bringing people of
Jammu and Kashmir into the
national mainstream and to
ensure that they do not go on
the wrong path."”

Karandlaje said the peo-
ple of Jammu and Kashmir
are being brought to the na-
tional mainstream, and we
will continue to do this, what-
ever the Opposition P> P11

House passes grants of PWD,
1&C, L&E, SD & Mining Deptts

Committed to create robust road network: Govt

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: The Legislative
Assembly today passed the
grants amounting Rs.
5,29,842.67 lakh for Public
Works, Rs. 86, 615.70 lakh
for Industries and Com-
merce, Rs. 28, 526.22 lakh
for Labour and Employ-
ment, Rs. 19,881.72 lakh for
Skill Development and Rs.
6,492.811akh for Mining De-
partments through a voice
vote.

The grants were passed
after daylong debate and dis-
cussion by the Members in
the House.

Deputy Chief Minister

Surinder Choudhary, who is
incharge Minister for these
departments, thanked the
members for their sugges-
tions and assured that their
feedback would be consid-
ered for effective project im-
plementation.

The Deputy Chief Minis-
ter, in his speech, said the
Omar Abdullah led govern-
ment aims to create a robust
road network and connect
habitations for enhanced so-
cio-economic growth in the
Union Territory. He high-
lighted the focus on Indus-
tries & Commerce to boost
investment and MSME
growth and efforts under

Mission YUVA to promote
entrepreneurship and em-
ployment in J&K.

The Deputy Chief Minis-
ter said that the Skill Devel-
opment ecosystem is being
strengthened to align with
the market demand and pre-
serve traditional crafts. Be-
sides, emphasis is being
given on sustainable re-
source utilization and policy
reforms for infrastructure
growth under the Mining
sector.

He highlighted that de-
velopment of quality and ex-
tensive road network in
Jammu and Kashmir is vital,
given the topography P> P11

India alone will guide world on right path: LG
Sinha attends Dyar Daham event at
Mata Bhadrakah temple in Thalwal

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: Lieutenant Gover-
nor Shri Manoj Sinha on
Thursday called upon the
people to celebrate India's
grand renaissance. He said
for thousands of years, the sa-
cred land of India has jour-
neyed toward spiritual excel-
lence, with our saints and
great souls reaching the pin-

nacle of consciousness.

“In near future, India
alone will guide the world to-
wards the right path. The soci-
ety, especially the youth
should also recognize and
harness its spiritual fire

alongside its technological &
scientific prowess to surpass
other nations in developmen-
tal journey,” the Lieutenant
Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor
was speaking at the Dyar Da-
ham celebrations, part of Ma-

hashivratri Festivities, at
Mata Bhadrakali Asthapan in
Thalwal, Jammu. He paid
obeisance to Maa Shakti and
Lord Shiva, and offered his
prayers for peace and pros-
perity to bless everyone.

The Lieutenant Governor

observed that India has al-
ways placed the pursuit of
truth above all else.

“Our ancient culture has
long championed peace,
global brotherhood, the era-
sure of social divides, mutual
love among all, and steadfast
adherence to dharma.

In today's world, where
nations race ahead with one
technological marvel after an-
other, we must connect hearts
justas deeply,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor
said that India is sparking two
revolutions at once — “The
outer one empowers infra-
structure, artificial > P11



