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Omar approves land for mobile towers in JK

(M charts global course for Kashmir
Marathon, eyes world class status

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

Union Cabinet hails PM Modi's 25 yrs of
uninterrupted leadership as head of Govt

NEW DELHI: The Union
Cabinet on Tuesday hailed
PM Narendra Modi's 25
years of uninterrupted lead-
ership as the head of govern-
ment, first as the Gujarat CM
and then as the prime minis-
ter, saying his "extraordinary

SRINAGAR: Chief Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah today re-
viewed the preparations for
the third edition of the Kash-
mir Marathon and called for
a stronger national and in-
ternational outreach to at-
tract runners from across In-

Multi crore
SME growth
fund approved

Proposal to
setup ITLA
approved

journey" was guided by the NEW DELHI: The gov- diaand abroad and establish ~ wider visibility around the duced to encourage and
principle of "Nation First LIS Tuesday NEW DELHI: The Cab- the event as a major global  marathon. recognise local talent.
and Citizen First". committed Rs 10,000 inet on Tuesday ap- sporting attraction. The Chief Minister also To expand participation
In aresolution, the cabi- croreto establish an SME proved a proposal to set Chairing a high-level stressed theneedtoleverage beyond competitive runners,
net also said that three over- oL i (G i up an Integrated Trans- meeting to review arrange-  the event’s substantial prize  the Chief Minister called for
whelming mandates in Gu- direct equity invest- port and Logistics Au- ments for the October 25 purse to attract competitive  introducing an untimed 5K
jarat and support in three s Pl ] thority (ITLA), Union marathon, the Chief Minis- runners from outside Fun Run, providing an op-
successive Lok Sabha elec- Medium Enterprises. Minister Ashwini Vaish- ter directed the Tourism De-  Jammu and Kashmir. portunity for families, young
tions reflect the "enduring  thecabinet passed theresolu- ~PM Modi guided by the prin- Thedecisionwas naw said. o partment and other con- The Kashmir Marathon  people and amateur runners
trust” that the publichasre-  tion congratulating the ciple of 'Nation First and Cit- taken at the Union Cabi- The authority will cerned agencies to intensify 2026 carries a total prize  toparticipate in the event.
posed in Prime Minister prime minister on complet- izen First'," hesaid. net meeting chaired by function as the apex body publicity for the event, in- purse of <3.17 crore, He also proposed a vir-
Modi. ing 25 years of continuous Vaishnaw said ten Prime Minister Naren- for integrated transport cluding throughleadingrun-  including ¥2.11 crore forthe  tual participation of runners
Briefing reportersonthe  leadershipashead of govern-  salient features capture the draModi. and logistics planning, ning and fitness influencers. ~ Full Marathon and %1.06 inKashmir Marathon’s next
resolution adopted at the ment. unbroken thread connecting The Cabinet ap- rese;lrch, projectap- He called for inviting croreforthe Half Marathon. edition to enable runners
cabinet meeting’ Informa- "Far more than a cus- his 1eadership in Gujarat proveq the government pra}sal and monitoring, pI‘Ol’IliIleIlt runners and fit- A dedicated J&K Local Cat- from different parts of the
tion and Broadcasting Min-  tomary tribute, it celebrates ~ with his leadership later as commitment of Rs policy support and data ness influencers to Kashmir  egory, with an additional country and the world to
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the extraordinary journey of

CEOQ checksreadiness
for ShardiyaNavratra

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi Shrine Board CEO
Sachin Kumar Vaishya on
Tuesday reviewed prepared-
ness for the upcoming
Shardiya Navratra festival,
which begins on October 11
and continues till October 20,
officials said.

Vaishya chaired a meeting
with local administration, se-
curity agencies and other
stakeholders at the Shrine
Board's Central Office here to
review arrangements for the
anticipated rush of pilgrims at
the holy shrine and Katra base
camp.

The CEO stressed the
need for close coordination
among all stakeholders to en-
sure a smooth and hassle-free

pilgrimage during Navratra.

As per the directions of
Shrine Board Chairman and
Jammu and Kashmir Lieu-
tenant Governor Manoj Sinha,
he emphasised disaster man-
agement preparedness, in-
cluding firefighting arrange-
ments and mock drills.

He directed the State Dis-
aster Response Force person-
nel to work closely with the
Shrine Board's Disaster Man-
agement Task Force to monitor
vulnerable areas and
strengthen crowd-manage-
ment capabilities.

Regular public announce-
ments, joint beat monitoring,
decongestion of crowds and
creation of designated holding
areas were also emphasised,
they said. The CEO directed
officials to keep P> P11

the country's PM.p> P11

(ross-border
drugracket
busted, 4 held

JAMMU: Jammu and
Kashmir Police has ar-
rested four persons al-
legedly linked with a
cross-border drug-smug-
gling racket and recov-
ered more than 1 kg of
narcotics besides a pistol
and live ammunition
from their possession, of-
ficials said on Tuesday.

The arrests followed
investigation with an al-
leged airdrop of narcotics
in a forward village in Ar-
nia sector, purportedly by
Pakistan-based handlers,
officials said.

Apolice spokesman
said four persons, includ-
ing a Punjab resident,
have been P P11

10,000 crore to P> P11

analytics. P> P11

ahead of the event to gener-
ate greater interest and build

prize component of 25
lakh, has also been intro-

PM: Democratisetechnology sonoone
Isleftbehind, especiallyinglobalsouth

NEW DELHI: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on
Tuesday stressed that de-
mocratisation of technology
is essential to ensure that no
section of the society is left
behind and that technology
and digital services should
be made affordable and ac-

cessible, particularly for the
Global South.

Interacting with the
Global System for Mobile
Communications Associa-
tion (GSMA) board mem-
bers here, Modi also em-
phasised that technology
must become a tool for in-

UNhas become ‘Irrelevant’:
EAM; demands urgent reform

NEW DELHI: External Af-
fairs Minister S Jaishankar
called for reform in the
United Nations, saying the
global body has become "ir-
relevant” to the decision-
making on major global is-
sues, including the conflicts
in Ukraine and the Gulf.

He said this in response
toaquestion during an inter-
active session held at the 5th
Kautilya Economic Conclave
here on Monday.

Jaishankar last month
addressed the 81st session of
the UN General Assembly in
New York.

At the conclave, the ex-
ternal affairs minister (EAM)
was asked what in his view is
the future of the UN, and the

future of multilateral institu-
tions in the world.

"Where the UN is con-
cerned, I think it's obvious to
everybody by now that the
UN is gridlocked. If you look
at the big issues of the day,
whether you look at the con-
flict in the Gulf, whether you
look at the conflict in
Ukraine, whether you look at
other issues in Africa,
whether you look at Covid,
actually, the United Nations
hasbeen largely irrelevant to
the decision-making," Jais-
hankar said.

"I think, again there's a
widely held view that alot of it
is because the (UN) Security
Council is gridlocked, that
the Security P> P11

AirMarshal Dixit
appointedas(AS

NEW DELHI: The Gov-
ernment has appointed
Air Marshal Ashutosh
Dixit, PVSM, AVSM, VM,
VSM, presently serving as
Vice Chief of the Air Staff
as the 29th Chief of the
Air Staff, in the rank of
Air Chief Marshal, with
effect from the afternoon
of October 31, 2026.
Thepresent Chief of the
Air Staff, Air Chief Mar-
shal Amar Preet Singhsu-
perannuates office on Oc-
tober 31, 2026.

Born on December
09,1966, Air Marshal
Ashutosh Dixit was com-
missioned into the fighter
stream of Indian Air
Force on December P> P11

ChughlikensRahultoJinnah,
Congress toMuslimLeague

PALANPUR: Gujarat
BJP in-charge Tarun
Chugh on Tuesday
likened Congress MP
Rahul Gandhi to Pakistan
founder Muhammad Ali
Jinnah and accused the
Grand Old Party of be-
coming a "new avatar of
the Muslim League", al-
leging it was indulging in
vote-bank politics and ap-
peasement.

Talking to reporters at
Palanpur in Gujarat's Ba-
naskantha district, he crit-
icised Congress and IN-
DIA bloc leaders for not
publicly appreciating the
extraordinary courage of
Captain Smit Machchhar,
whom he described as a
"son of India" who helped

save 180 people on board
an aircraft after a mid-air
attack on him.

"The entire world is
praising this son of India
(Machchhar) Yet, leaders
of the Congress and the
'INDI alliance' could not
even post a single tweet of
thanks or appreciation for
him on social media,"
Chugh maintained.

"What kind of help-
lessness is this? Has the
vote bank become so all-
important? Has the
hunger for votes grown so
insatiable? Can we not
even sing of India's
glory?" he asked.

Chugh alleged that
the Congress and other
parties of the P> P11

Indo-Swiss research framework to supercharge
India-Switzerland STI partnershlp Jitendra Singh

Indo-¢
Flagshir

search

NEW DELHI: Union Min-
ister of State (Independent
Charge) for Science & Tech-
nology, Earth Sciences and
MoS PMO, Personnel, Public
Grievances, Pensions,
Atomic Energy and Space,
Dr. Jitendra Singh, Tuesday

said that the Indo-Swiss Re-
search Framework (ISRF)
will give fresh impetus to the
longstanding India-Switzer-
land Science, Technology and
Innovation partnership and
provide a structured platform
for taking bilateral coopera-

tion into new and emerging
areas.

Addressing the inaugural
Indo-Swiss Research Flag-
ship Event 2026 in New
Delhi, Dr. Jitendra Singh said
the event was an occasion not
only to celebrate two decades

of healthy and progressively
expanding cooperation, but
also to chart the way forward
by diversifying the partner-
ship into emerging areas of
Science, Technology and In-
novation and creating greater
opportunities for researchers
and innovators in both coun-
tries.

The Flagship Event, held
at New Delhi, brought to-
gether H.E. Guy Parmelin,
President of the Swiss Con-
federation; H.E. Maya Tis-
safi, Ambassador of Switzer-
land to India and Bhutan; Dr.
Martina Hirayama, State
Secretary for Education, Re-
search & Innovation; Prof.
UmeshV. p P11

JKgovt preparing
newindustrial policy

SRINAGAR: The
Jammu and Kashmir
government is preparing
anew industrial policy to
rectify past mistakes and
benefit the people,
Deputy Chief Minister
Surinder Chaudhary said
here on Tuesday.

"The government is
bringing a new industrial
policy, which is in its final
stages. We are bringing a
new policy because peo-
ple were not happy with
the previous one,"
Chaudhary told reporters
here.

The deputy chief min-
ister said the govern-
ment's efforts are to undo
any discrimination that
occurred under P> P11

clusive and sustainable de-
velopment.

The prime minister
stressed that democratisa-
tion of technology is essen-
tial to ensure that no section
of the society is left behind,
according to a statement is-
sued by the PMO.»> P11

participate remotely and be-
come part of the > P11

(ensusZI: Army, CAPEs counted

on Paperamid security concerns
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JAMMU: Director of Census
Operations, Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh, Amit
Sharma on Tuesday said the
Army, Central Armed Police
Forces (CAPFs) and other
Central forces had been cov-
ered under Census 2027, with
population enumeration of
Special Charges completed
through paper schedules in
view of security concerns.
Addressing a press confer-
ence here, Sharma said there
are 125 special charges in
Jammu and Kashmir and 47
in Ladakh, covering the armed
forces, paramilitary forces and
other central forces.
“Population Enumeration
is conducted for special
charges, while there is no

house listing operation (HLO)
for them. Special Charges in-
clude the military, paramili-
tary forces and other Central
forces,” Sharma said, an-
nouncing that the enumera-
tion exercise was successfully
completed.

He said the census author-
ities had adopted a separate
mechanism for special charges
because of their distinct opera-
tional and security require-
ments.

“The enumeration for
these Special Charges is being
conducted through paper
schedules. There are security
concerns involved, so their in-
formation cannot essentially
be collected over the internet.
Therefore, the paper sched-
ules were printed in a timely
manner and the P> P11

SP Smartians Sing with Joy
at SP Smart School, Sidhra

SMART

SCHOOLING,

TEM
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JAMMU: SP Smart School, Sidhra hosted
the second edition of its musical extrava-
ganza, “SP Smartians Sing with Joy,” on Octo-
ber 6, bringing together students from all
classes for an evening of soulful music and
vibrant performances.

The parents of the students graced the
occasion as the Chief Guests, adding warmth

and encouragement to the celebration.

Shilpa Gupta, Additional CEO, SP Smart
Schools, delivered the welcome address and
highlighted the importance of providing stu-
dents with platforms to nurture creativity,
confidence and self-expression.

The evening featured a series of melodi-
ous performances by students, including
soulful renditions of “Saanson Ki Mala” and
“Chhap Tilak,” among others. > P11




