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Believe 
you can and 

you’re halfway 
there.

–Theodore Roosevelt

Modi calls for 
unity to tackle
divisive forces,
societal evils 
NEW DELHI: Highlighting
emerging challenges and so-
cietal ills over the decades,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday called for col-
lective efforts to address
them, unite society against
divisive forces and inspire
citizens towards self-re-
liance. Inaugurating the
Chinmaya Amrit Mahotsav
Global Sammelan here, Modi
said he had spent the last 25
years serving the uP11

Prepare for ‘emerging’ challenges with 
integrated strategy: Rajnath to military

NEW DELHI: The Indian
military must operate with a
long-term strategic vision
while remaining prepared for
immediate and emerging
challenges, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh said on Friday,
asserting that an integrated
approach is crucial to success
in modern warfare.

In an address at the Army
Commanders' Conference,
Singh urged the top brass of

the force to closely monitor
the ongoing geopolitical as
well as regional develop-
ments and remain prepared
for any possible challenges.

He emphasised the need
for a long-term strategic vi-
sion spanning the next 20-30
years, and called upon the
senior leadership of the Army

to remain equally prepared to
respond to immediate and
emerging challenges.

The top Army command-
ers, during the conference in
New Delhi, carried out a com-
prehensive review of the
Army's combat readiness
along the borders with China
and Pakistan.

Singh also released a land
warfare doctrine to
strengthen the Army's future
readiness. He stressed that
strategies must remain dy-
namic and flexible, enabling
timely adjustments to chang-
ing circumstances.

Lauding the armed forces
for adapting to evolving oper-
ational circumstances, he
highlighted that innovative
thinking, enhanced synergy
and superior coordination,
complemented by advanced
weaponry, contributed to the
success of Operation Sindoor.

The operation sent a clear
message that India would not
hesitate to take necessary
measures to safeguard its na-
tional interests, he said.

The defence minister ap-
preciated the military's re-
structuring efforts, with a
special focus on the use of
drones and modern uP11

“ Op Sindoor
demonstrated
innovative 
thinking,
enhanced synergy 
and superior 
coordination
complemented by
advanced
weaponry

g ‘Pak disowned own soldiers killed in Kargil war’

LAC situation disturbed by China's 
changed patrolling pattern: India

UNITED
NATIONS/NEW DELHI:
India slammed Pakistan at
the UN, reminding the coun-
try that it did not even accept
the bodies of its own soldiers
killed in combat in the 1999
Kargil war but speaks about
faith, religious freedom and
burials.

The interim report of the
Special Rapporteur on free-
dom of religion and belief,
Nazila Ghanea, said that

"Reports of systemic denial
of funeral rights in the con-
text of individuals killed in
security operations in
Jammu and Kashmir, India,
including denial of return of
bodies to families and re-
mote and secret burials, dis-
proportionately affecting
Muslims and notably incon-
sistent with their practices,
raise serious concerns.”

Responding to the re-
port, First Secretary at the

Permanent Mission of India
to the UN Bhavika Man-
galanandan said here on
Thursday, "It is deeply ironic
that a State that did not even
accept the bodies of its own
soldiers who were killed in
combat in 1999 in Kargil un-
abashedly speaks with fer-
vour on faith, religious free-
dom, and burials.”

Indian Army recovered
bodies of Pakistani soldiers
who died in the Kargil War
and provided them with
burials after Pakistan re-
fused to acknowledge the in-
volvement of Pakistan Army
personnel in the war.

Addressing the interac-
tive dialogue with the Special
Rapporteur on freedom of
religion and belief on the
topic of funeral rights in ex-
ceptional circumstances,
Mangalanandan reminded
Pakistan that it was the In-
dian Army that buried sev-
eral Pakistani uP11

CM inaugurates, lays foundation of 
projects worth Rs 25 Cr in Beerwah
g Bridge over Nallah Sukhnag opened to public
n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

BEERWAH: Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah today inaugu-
rated and laid foundation
stones for a series of
infrastructure projects worth
₹25 crore in Beerwah,
Budgam, aimed at strengthen-
ing connectivity, improving
electricity supply, enhancing
civic amenities and boosting
the area’s tourism potential.

The Chief Minister inau-
gurated a two-span truss
girder bridge over Nallah
Sukhnag, with each span
measuring 35 metres worth
₹8 crore. He also laid founda-

tion stones for the beautifica-
tion of Nallah Sukhnag, in-
cluding the development of
walkways and installation of
lighting, and the beautifica-
tion of Beerwah town at an

estimated cost of around
₹6.33 crore. Describing the
bridge as a long-pending de-
mand of the local population,
the Chief Minister said its
completion and uP11

Chrysanthemum 
Garden beckons 
visitors: Abdullah 
SRINAGAR: Jammu
and Kashmir Chief Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah on Fri-
day invited tourists and
locals to visit the Chrysan-
themum Garden here and
make lasting memories as
the garden opened for the
second consecutive year.

"Not only do uP11

Anti-SIR march 
towards ECI HQ; 
several detained 
NEW DELHI: Delhi Po-
lice on Friday detained
several protesters as a
march against the Special
Intensive Revision of
electoral rolls moved to-
wards the headquarters of
the Election Commission
of India (ECI) in central
Delhi, clamping Section
163 of the BNSS prohibit-
ing mass gatherings,
sources said.

The march, called by
the Delhi Coordination
Committee of People
Against SIR, a people's
collective, began near the
Gole Dak Khana, at the
intersection of Kalibari
Marg and Bhai Vir Singh
Marg, with participants
carrying theuP11

LG Sinha interacts with 
IFS officers visiting J�K
n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: Jammu and
Kashmir Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha on Friday
interacted with a group of
2011-batch Indian Foreign
Service (IFS) officers at the

Lok Bhavan here, according
to an official spokesperson.

The officers are cur-
rently on a week-long official
visit to Jammu and Kashmir
as part of their Mid-Career
Training Programme, the
spokesperson said.

During their interaction,
the visiting officers shared
professional insights and
discussed ways to boost the
Union Territory's global
presence, particularly in
trade, tourism, and technol-
ogy, he said.uP11

n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: The Jammu and
Kashmir government has
amended the Civil Services
(Medical Attendance and Al-
lowance) Rules, 1990, revising
the definition of dependent
family members and updating
provisions governing reim-
bursement for cardiac devices
and artificial appliances.

Under the revised rules,
family members will qualify as
wholly dependent if their
monthly income does not ex-
ceed Rs 9,000 plus dearness
allowance (DA). The definition
of eligible family members has
also been expanded to include
dependent divorced or sepa-
rated daughters and step-
mothers. The amendment also

broadens the list of cardiac de-
vices eligible for reimburse-
ment and introduces a fixed
ceiling on payments for artifi-
cial appliances, revising the
framework governing medical
claims by eligible government
employees and their depen-
dants.

A key change concerns
treatment at select premium
private hospitals, including
hospitals under the Apollo
group, Escorts Heart Institute,
the Institute of Liver and Bil-
iary Sciences (ILBS) in Delhi
and Jaslok Hospital in Mum-
bai. Reimbursement for treat-
ment at these institutions will
be restricted to the rates
payable at the All India Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences (AI-
IMS), New Delhi.

The revised provisions are
aimed at standardising reim-
bursement limits and clarify-
ing eligibility for medical bene-
fits. Patients treated at the
specified private hospitals
may, however, have to bear
any difference between the
hospital's charges and the ad-
missible reimbursement, sub-
ject to the applicable rules.

The amendment updates
the medical reimbursement
framework that has governed
eligible government employ-
ees and their families under
the 1990 rules. The detailed
schedule of admissible rates
and the revised list of covered
devices will determine the ex-
tent of reimbursement avail-
able under the amended pro-
visions. 

Govt revises medical reimbursement 
rules, caps bills at premium pvt hosp

Thieves flee with 
193 animals from 
meadows, 3 held
SRINAGAR: A highland cattle raid un-
folded in the pastures of Kulgam district
earlier this month as thugs left with a
bounty of wool and horns.

They drove away with a staggering
193 animals -- a bleating fortune worth
Rs 25 lakh.

However, police, which had
launched a massive hunt, finally caught
up with the thieves this week. Three sus-
pects have been arrested and all livestock
recovered, police said.

On October 8, a group of thugs de-
scended upon Humpathri meadows in
the D K Marg area of south Kashmir dis-
trict, beat up women guarding the live-
stock, before ruthlessly rounding up the
only source of their livelihood.

An astonishing 181 sheep and 12
goats vanished, as if into thin uP11

Regional workshop of Sadhana Shrinkhla 2026

UP emerges as a model for administrative 
reforms, capacity building: Jitendra Singh
LUCKNOW: Union minister Ji-
tendra Singh on Friday said Uttar
Pradesh had emerged as a model for
the country in administrative re-
forms and capacity building, citing
its performance under Mission Kar-
mayogi and the completion of train-
ing courses on the iGOT Karmayogi
platform.

Addressing a North Zone work-
shop on Mission Karmayogi in Luc-
know, Singh said the Narendra
Modi government had prioritised
administrative reforms since 2014
to strengthen public trust and make
government services simpler, more
transparent and accountable.

He said, "Uttar Pradesh had se-
cured the top position under Mis-
sion Karmayogi and completed the

highest number of training courses
on the iGOT Karmayogi platform
while emerging as a model for the

country in administrative reforms
and capacity building."

ExpressinguP11

Leh, Kargil 
to vote in 
civic polls 
on Nov 21
LEH/JAMMU: The chief
electoral officer of Ladakh on
Friday announced elections
to the municipal committees
of Leh and Kargil, comprising
38 wards, on November 21.

The last panchayat and
municipal elections in
Ladakh were held in 2018
when it was part of the erst-
while state of Jammu and
Kashmir. Both the bodies
have completed their terms.

According to a press note
issued by Chief Electoral Of-
ficer (CEO) Rahul Sharma,
the electoral rolls for uP11

n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: The Jammu and Kash-
mir Anti-Corruption Bureau
(ACB) has registered a dispropor-
tionate assets (DA) case against
Mohd. Iqbal, a Girdawar posted
at Tehsil Headquarters Gandoh in
Doda district, over allegations
that his assets exceed his known
sources of lawful income.

The case has been registered
under FIR No. 03/2026 under
Sections 13(1)(b) read with 13(2)
of the Prevention of Corruption
Act, 1988, at Police Station ACB
Doda.

According to the ACB, the
case followed a verification by its
Doda-Kishtwar-Ramban (DKR)
unit into allegations that Iqbal
had amassed movable and im-

movable assets in his own name
and in the names of family mem-
bers.

The assets identified during
the verification reportedly include
four commercial buildings, two
residential buildings, two plots in
Doda and Jammu, a vehicle,
costly household items and bank
accounts. The bureau said the
value of the assets was found to be
disproportionate to his known
sources of income, forming the
basis for registration of the case.

During the investigation, the
ACB obtained a search warrant
from the competent court and
conducted searches at the accused
official’s residential, commercial
and office premises in Doda and
Jammu districts. The searches
were carried out in the uP11

ACB books Girdawar in DA case, 
searches assets in Jammu, Doda

Suspected IEDs 
detected during 
search operation 
POONCH: Security forces on
Friday recovered suspected
improvised explosive devices
and other explosive material
from a hideout in Mankote
sector of Poonch district, offi-
cials said.

The recoveries were made
during a search operation
launched by the Army's
Rashtriya Rifles in Kasbalari
and adjoining areas following
an input from the Territorial
Army, they said.

According to officials, the
operation was initiated to
search suspected locations in
the area after security person-
nel received information
about the possible presence of
explosive material.uP11

J&K Bank to offer customised services to govt staff 

MoU reinforces preferred banker status; 
personal accident cover hiked to Rs 1 Cr
n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: Strengthening its
longstanding institutional relation-
ship with the Government of
Jammu and Kashmir, J&K Bank on
Friday signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with Gov-
ernment of Jammu & Kashmir to
provide customised, hassle-free and
personalised banking services to all
permanent Govt. employees. The
agreement reinforces the Bank’s
preferred banker status while en-
hancing financial protection for em-
ployees and their families with con-
venient banking and preferential
financial services.

The MoU was signed in pres-

ence of Financial Commissioner
(Additional Chief Secretary ) Fi-
nance Department, Sh. Shailendra
Kumar (IAS) & MD & CEO J&K
Bank Sh.Amitava Chatterjee. 

Chief General Manager (Credit)
Ashutosh Sareen and Director Gen-
eral (Resources) Finance Depart-
ment Mohd Youqub Ittoo signed on
behalf of the J& K Bank and uP11


