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The management
and staff of 

The Earth News
greet all patrons and
readers on the aus-
picious occasion of

Dussehra.

INBRIEF
LG, CM greet 
populace on 
Maha Navami,
Vijayadashami
n EARTH NEWS SERVICE 

SRINAGAR: The Lieu-
tenant Governor, Manoj
Sinha has extended his
heartiest greetings and
best wishes to the people
on the eve of Vijayadashmi,
which will be celebrated to-
morrow, October 20. 

In a message, the Lieu-
tenant Governor said: "On
the auspicious occasion of
Vijayadashami, I extend
my heartiest greetings and
best wishes to all. 

The festival of Vi-
jayadashami, celebrated in
various parts of the coun-
try as Dussehra and Durga
Puja, symbolises the tri-
umph of Good over Evil,
Truth over                           uP11

CJP leaders’ 
“custody”
extended 
for 48 hrs 
NEW DELHI: Cockroach
Janta Party leaders Saurav
Das and Ashutosh Ranka
were on Monday sent to ju-
dicial remand for two more
days after being produced
before a newly appointed
Special Executive Magis-
trate at Mandir Marg po-
lice station, an official said.

The development
came amid allegations by
the CJP that the bail pro-
ceedings in the               uP11

NEW DELHI: India on Monday
strongly trashed an Organisation
of Islamic Cooperation's (OIC)
resolution on the situation in
Jammu and Kashmir, and said the
grouping has allowed itself to be
"misused" by Pakistan for its "big-
oted agenda".

New Delhi, in a strong reac-
tion, said the references to India
by the OIC are "malicious, biased
and false, and have been orches-
trated by Pakistan".

"We categorically reject the
anti-India references in the resolu-
tions of the OIC Council of For-

eign Ministers' Meeting held in
Baghdad on October 17-18," the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) said.

"The references to India are
malicious, biased and false, and
have been orchestrated by Pak-
istan. We are disappointed that
the OIC has once again allowed it-
self to be misused by Pakistan for
its bigoted agenda," it said.

The MEA said the OIC has "no

locus standi whatsoever" to com-
ment on matters that are strictly
internal to India.

"The Union Territories of
Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh
are integral and inalienable parts
of India. Politically motivated
propaganda can never alter this
reality.

"Over the past years since the
abrogation of Art 370, Jammu
and Kashmir has                           uP11

India rejects OIC's resolution 
featuring Jammu & Kashmir 

MEA said the OIC has
"no locus standi
whatsoever" to 
comment on
matters that are
strictly
internal to India

“
NEW DELHI: Union Home
Minister Amit Shah will pay hom-
age to police personnel martyred
in the 1959 Ladakh ambush at the
National Police Memorial on
Wednesday, an official statement
said on Monday.

Shah will preside over the Po-
lice Commemoration Day event,
which will include a joint parade
of Central Armed Police Forces
and Delhi Police.

The minister will address the
gathering and conclude the annual
program observed in remem-
brance of 10 police personnel
killed in an ambush by heavily
armed Chinese troops at Hot
Springs in Ladakh on October 21,
1959, by laying a wreath at the altar

dedicated to them, it said.
Shah will also flag off a motor-

cycle rally themed "Fight Against
Drugs" involving about 90 police
riders from several states and
union territories, central armed
police forces and other central po-
lice organisations.

'Fight Against Drugs' is part of
a nationwide initiative in which
riders from across India will travel
to Ekta Nagar in Gujarat to partic-
ipate in the Ekta Parade on October
31, it said.

The riders from Jammu and
Kashmir, Ladakh, Himachal

Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Uttar
Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana,
Chandigarh and Delhi, Central Re-
serve Police Force, Central Indus-
trial Security Force, Border Secu-
rity Force, Sashastra Seema Bal,
Indo-Tibetan Border Police and
National Security Guard, along
with the Railway Protection Force,
National Disaster Response Force
and National Investigation Agency
will participate in the rally.

The program will be attended
by the Union minister of state for
home affairs, lawmakers with po-
lice backgrounds, heads of central
armed police forces and central
police organisations, retired police
chiefs, police officers and other
dignitaries.

Commemorative activities will
continue at the memorial from Oc-
tober 22 to 30, with officials organ-
ising visits by family members of
the deceased personnel, police
band performances, motorcycle
rallies, a Run for Martyrs, blood
donation camps, essay and paint-
ing competitions for                   uP11

HM Shah to pay ‘homage’ to1959
Ladakh ambush martyrs on Oct 21

The riders from J&K,
Ladakh, & other
states will
participate in 'Fight
Against Drugs' rally

“

n EARTH NEWS SERVICE 

JAMMU: The ongoing
Navratri festival witnessed a
heavy rush at the Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi (SMVD) shrine
in Reasi district, with over
3.81 lakh pilgrims having
visited the temple since Oct
11, officials said on Monday.

The footfall is likely to in-
crease further on Dussehra.

The pilgrimage has been
witnessing a steady flow of
devotees amid clear weather
and a festive atmosphere in
Katra town, the base camp of
the shrine. "As many as 3.81

lakh pilgrims have paid obei-
sance at the cave shrine of
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi dur-
ing the ongoing Shardiya
Navratri till 2 pm today," a

senior officer said. Shardiya
Navratri is one of the two
major Navratri fesitvals,
with the other being Chaitra.
Shardiya occurs in autumn

(September-October).
The yatra is progressing

smoothly, with a heavy rush
prevailing along the route
and at the Bhawan. While
3.62 lakh pilgrims paid obei-
sance at the cave shrine atop
Trikuta hills during the first
eight days of Navratri, the re-
maining pilgrims visited the
shrine on Monday, officials
said.

A total of 47,574 pilgrims
visited the shrine on October
11, followed by 48,400 on
October 12, 46,558 on Octo-
ber 13, 41,961 on October 14
and 39,951 on                     uP11

g SHARDIYA NAVRATRI

SMVD Shrine witnesses ‘heavy’ 
rush; 3.81L yatris pay obeisance n EARTH NEWS SERVICE 

JAMMU: The incident in-
volving a Jammu and Kash-
mir-registered sleeper bus at
a roadside Dhaba in
Haryana’s Karnal district
should serve as a reminder of
how an ordinary dispute can
acquire a political dimension
far removed from the cir-
cumstances in which it be-
gan. 

What police have de-
scribed as a disagreement
over parking escalated into a
physical confrontation, in-
juries and damage to a pas-
senger bus. The incident de-
serves a fact check and
proper investigation, but it

does not warrant conclusions
about communal hostility or
political motives before the
evidence has been fully ex-

amined.
The bus, travelling from

Delhi to Srinagar with
around 35–40 passengers,
had stopped for dinner when
a dispute reportedly arose
over a car’s blocked exit. Ac-
cording to the police account,
the disagreement escalated
into a scuffle, followed by
stone-pelting and damage to
the bus. An elderly passenger
and a Dhaba employee were
injured. Two local men were
arrested, and the police regis-
tered a case on the complaint
of the Dhaba manager.

These are serious devel-
opments. The injuries must
not be brushed aside, nor
should damage                 uP11

‘Parking Dispute’ should not 
become a political flashpoint

“Let evidence prevail
over speculation:
Karnal incident
must not be 

given a communal or
inter-state rivalry
angle before facts

emerge

”

n EARTH NEWS SERVICE 

JAMMU: A man and his
son have been arrested for
their alleged involvement in
the murder of a special police
officer (SPO) in Jammu and
Kashmir's Kishtwar district,
with a land dispute sus-
pected to be the motive be-
hind the killing, officials said
on Monday.

The throat-slit body of
the SPO Bashir Ahmad was
recovered from a pit in the
Seran Wani area of Trigam
forest on October 16, a day
after he was reported miss-
ing along with his service
weapon while returning

from a local police picket.
The weapon of the deceased
was also recovered from the
forest area.

Following the discovery,
a case under Section 103(1)
of the Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita (BNS) was registered at
Police Station Kishtwar.

A police spokesperson
said, "Bashir Ahmed Dar and
his son Nazir Ahmed Dar,
both residents of Seran
Wani, were picked up, and
their questioning revealed a
conspiracy and motive be-
hind the murder of SPO.

"The weapon of offence
and the concealed belong-
ings of the                               uP11

Father-son duo held 
in SPO's murder case

Terror hideout 
busted; arms, 
ammo seized
n EARTH NEWS SERVICE 

JAMMU: Security forces
on Monday busted a sus-
pected terrorist hideout
inside a natural cave in a
remote forested area in
Rajouri district and re-
covered nine grenade
launcher shells and 30
rounds of pistol ammuni-
tion, officials said.

The hideout was un-
earthed during a search
operation by 60 Rashtriya
Rifles troops in Panch
Gabbar area, officials
said. They said            uP11

NEW DELHI: Special Swach-
hata Campaign 6.0 is being ad-
vanced through a broader ap-
proach to governance that
combines efficient utilisation of
government office spaces with
employee welfare and a more sup-
portive working environment,
said Union Minister of State (Inde-
pendent Charge) for Science &
Technology and Earth Sciences,
and MoS in the Prime Minister’s
Office, Personnel, Public Griev-
ances and Pensions, Atomic En-
ergy and Space, Dr. Jitendra
Singh, while inaugurating a work-
place creche and Blood Donation
Camp at Kartavya                       uP11

vSpecial Swachhata Campaign 6.0
Dr Jitendra inaugurates workplace creche, 
blood donation Camp at Kartavya Bhawan

Restrictions retracted 
from Srinagar Airport
n EARTH NEWS SERVICE 

SRINAGAR: Operating hour restrictions
imposed at Srinagar International Airport
were withdrawn on Monday, officials said.

"Srinagar International Airport wishes
to inform passengers and stakeholders that
the previously imposed restrictions on air-
port operational hours, limiting operations
to 0800 hrs to 1700 hrs, have been with-
drawn," the officials of the Srinagar Airport
said in a statement.

Restriction on airport operations be-
yond 5 pm hrs no longer applies, they said.

"The Winter Schedule 2026 will come
into effect from 25 October 2026. Airlines
are in the process of filing slots for late-
evening flights to and from Srinagar, which
is expected to enhance flight connectivity
and provide greater flexibility                  uP11

NEW DELHI: Navy is
seeking development in all
domains, from air and un-
derwater to AI and quantum
technology, to become a
multi-domain network force,
Vice Chief of Naval Staff
(VCNS) Vice Admiral Ajay
Kochhar said on Monday.

Addressing a press con-
ference here, the VCNS also
said efforts are underway not
just to adopt new technol-
ogy, but also to meet opera-
tional capabilities.

Asked about the ongoing
West Asia situation and the
role of the Navy in protecting
maritime interests amid this
evolving conflict, he said,
"Ongoing crises have kept us
engaged, in terms of both
thinking and deployment."

He also referred to the
Navy's Operation Urja
Suraksha, which has helped
in safely escorting many
ships to Indian shores, amid
attacks in critical sea lanes.

On a question on the les-

sons drawn from recent con-
flict in terms of technology
adoption, the VCNS said the
recent conflicts have brought
to the fore changes the force
needs to adopt and imbibe,
such as autonomous systems
and artificial intelligence in
warfighting.

"If I look forward, it also
includes counter-UAS (un-

manned aerial systems), use
of quantum technology,
which is a field that will be
unfolding very soon in the
future. All these, we are very
cognisant of," he added.

Kochhar also said con-
flicts alone do not shape the
future of the navy and under-
scored the importance of
technology for the force.

Navy seeking ‘development’ in all 
domains, air, sea to AI: Vice Chief 

NEW DELHI: The pun-
ishment of dismissal from
service is no less than a
death penalty for a govern-
ment servant, the Supreme
Court observed as it di-
rected the reinstatement of
a deputy registrar of Peri-
yar University in Tamil
Nadu who was sacked for
allegedly possessing assets
disproportionate to known
sources of income.

A bench of Justices
Prashant Kumar Mishra
and Shree Chandrashekhar
set aside the order of a divi-
sion bench of the Madras
High Court and upheld the
decision of the single-judge
bench restoring the serv-
ices of R Saravanan.

The top court said the
inquiry report by the one-
man commission consti-
tuted by the university
showed that the appellant
has been pronounced guilty
without evidence and what
could be a worse kind of in-

justice to him than to "hang
him only on hearsay".

It said the division
bench interfered with the
single-judge bench's deci-
sion without any cogent
and justifiable reason.

"The award of punish-
ment of dismissal or re-
moval from service is the
harshest measure of pun-
ishment and no less than a
death penalty for the gov-
ernment servant. It has cas-
cading effects and touches
even the family of the em-
ployee," the bench said in
its October 16 order.

It said such order of
punishment of termination
of service entails forfeiture
of all service-linked bene-
fits accrued to the govern-
ment servant who is then
rendered penniless.

"If such are the drastic
consequences, the writ
court should not be a mute
spectator. In appropriate
cases, the writ                  uP11

Dismissal from service 
like death penalty: SC

SURAT: NEW CCTV
footage has emerged pur-
portedly showing two of the
suspects in the Tiger Shroff
firing case rushing to board
a Pune-Jaipur express train
at Surat station in Gujarat,
hours after the gun attack
on the actor in Mumbai, a
Railway Police officer said
on Monday.

According to him, the
suspects travelled by road
to Surat, around 275km
away from Mumbai, in a
taxi before boarding a train
bound for Jaipur at around
1:30am on Monday.

Abhay Soni, Superin-
tendent of Police (SP),
Western Railway's Vado-
dara division, said the Gov-
ernment Railway Police in
Gujarat along with the RPF
contributed to the opera-
tion to trace the suspects by
coordinating with the
Mumbai police.

"Yes, we worked in co-
ordination with the Mum-
bai police to trace the sus-
pects (in the Tiger Shroff
firing case who were later
intercepted at Kota station
in Rajasthan)," he stated.

"CCTV footage of the
(Surat) station, which was
shared with the Maharash-
tra police, shows two of
them running along a plat-
form to board a general
compartment of a moving
Pune-Jaipur Superfast Ex-
press," the SP said.

Three people who al-
legedly fired at actor Shroff
were nabbed on Monday
morning from a train at the
Kota station following a
swift 15-minute operation
while possibly on their way
to Nepal from Mumbai.

The three, including Ri-
tik alias Roshan from Be-
gusarai in Bihar and Rehan
from Haryana's               uP11

Firing on Tiger Shroff: 
CCTV tracks suspects 
movements at Surat 

Labourer 
killed, 4 
injured in 
landslide
n EARTH NEWS SERVICE 

JAMMU: A 45-year-old
labourer was killed and four
others injured in a landslide
while carrying out road con-
struction work in Jammu
and Kashmir’s Poonch dis-
trict on Monday, officials
said.

The labourers were en-
gaged by the General Re-
serve Engineer Force
(GREF), which functions
under the Border Roads Or-
ganisation (BRO), they said.

The incident occurred at
11.50 am near the hilly An-
gan Pathri area of Sawajian
tehsil along the under-con-
struction Poonch-Gulmarg
road. The deceased was
identified as Mohd Bashir, a
resident of Danna         uP11


