
JAI MATA DI

SUNDAY,
18 October

2026
JAMMU

Pages 12     
Rs. 3.00

Vol: 14 |  Issue: 287
Regd. No.:  JK517/16-18 | 
RNI. No. JKENG/2013/53265

The best time to
plant a tree was

20 years ago.
The second best

time is now. 
–Chinese Proverb

Dipke granted 
conditional bail, 
Delhi Police files 
multiple FIRs 
NEW DELHI: Cockroach
Janta Party (CJP) founder
Abhijeet Dipke was granted
conditional bail and asked to
sign a peace bond on Satur-
day, police sources said.

Dipke was detained mo-
ments after he stepped out of
his house in Delhi's Jhande-
walan area to participate in
the CJP's "Lehra Do Tiranga"
protest at Connaught Place
on Friday.

He was arrested on Sat-
urday morning for allegedly
violating a peace bond fur-
nished by him on October 10.

"Based on the assurance
given in the peace bond, he
was let off. We are awaiting
for the written order for fur-
ther details," a senior police
officer said.

Dipke was produced be-
fore a special executive mag-
istrate at the Mandir Marg
police station and  uP11

India's internal security landscape 
improved irrevocably: Home Secy
HYDERABAD: Union
Home Secretary Govind Mo-
han on Saturday said the
conventional internal secu-
rity landscape, which the
country has grappled with
over decades, has changed
irrevocably, while narcotics,
cybercrime, illegal immigra-
tion and others have
emerged as new challenges.

Addressing the Dikshant
Parade of the 78th Regular
Recruit (RR) batch of IPS at
the Sardar Vallabhbhai Na-
tional Police Academy (SVP-
NPA) here, he shared Union
Home Minister Amit Shah's
message emphasising zero-
tolerance towards terrorism,
time-bound action, and im-
proved intelligence coordi-
nation.

The young officers have
an important role to play in
securing borders through
the Centre's Smart Border
Initiative, which involves

modern techniques, inte-
grated surveillance, digital
systems and better coordi-
nation among different secu-
rity agencies, Shah said.

He stressed the need for
effective action against drug
trafficking networks, better
coordination, technology-
based investigation and rais-
ing awareness among people
to realise the goal of 'Nasha-
Mukt Bharat' (drug-free In-
dia).

Shah said the real iden-
tity of a police officer is built
on the basis of conduct, im-
partiality, dutifulness and
people's confidence more
than on their post and pop-
ularity.

That's why the young of-
ficers should stay away from
publicity and focus on re-
sults. They should let their
work become their identity,
he said. Mohan urged the
graduating IPS uP11

n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah on Saturday
expressed gratitude to the
Central government for ap-
proving Rs 475.41 crore un-
der the PM-SETU scheme to
upgrade key ITI clusters
across Jammu and Kashmir.

PM-SETU, or Pradhan
Mantri Skilling and Employa-
bility Transformation
through Upgraded ITIs, is a
flagship scheme of the Min-
istry of Skill Development
and Entrepreneurship to
modernise Industrial Train-
ing Institutes (ITI) and align
vocational education with
needs of the modern indus-
try.

"Chief Minister has ex-
pressed gratitude to Prime

Minister (Narendra Modi)
and Union Minister for Skill
Development and Entrepre-
neurship (Jayant Singh) for
approving Strategic Invest-
ment Plans (SIPs) worth Rs
475.41 crore under PM-
SETU to upgrade key ITI

clusters across Jammu and
Kashmir," the Chief Minis-
ter's Office said in a post on
X.

The CMO said that under
the initiative, the Jammu ITI
cluster comprising ITI
Jammu as hub and R S Pura,
Nowshera, Samba and
Kathua as spokes will be up-
graded with an investment of
Rs 240 crore.

Similarly, the Srinagar
ITI cluster with ITI Srinagar
as hub along with Ganderbal,
Kangan, Budgam, and
Charar-i-Sharief as spokes
will be modernised with an
investment of Rs 235.41
crore.

"The chief minister said
the initiative will modernise
training infrastructure,
strengthen industry uP11

Rs 475 Cr PM-SETU grant to 
upgrade J-K ITI clusters: CM 

n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: Police Head-
quarters (PHQ), Jammu
and Kashmir, has ordered
the adjustment of six IPS
officers of the AGMUT
cadre and the transfer and
posting of 12 Deputy Super-
intendents of Police (DSPs)
across the Union Territory.

According to official
Order No. 2897 of 2026,
the six IPS officers have
been adjusted following
their joining the Jammu
and Kashmir segment after
completing Basic Course
Training (Phase-II), in ac-
cordance with the Ministry
of Home Affairs (MHA) or-
der dated August 4, 2026.

The officers adjusted to
various assignments are
Kumari Someya (AGMUT-

2023) as ASP Headquar-
ters Jammu, Daniel Raj C
(AGMUT-2023) as ASP
Headquarters Budgam,
and Aditi Verma (AGMUT-
2023) as SDPO West Srina-
gar.

Similarly, Chaitanya
Giri (AGMUT-2024) has
been posted as SDPO R.S.
Pura, Anant Dhanraj Singh
(AGMUT-2024) as SDPO
Bari Brahmana, and Ayush
Mani Chaudhary (AGMUT-
2024) as SDPO Nowshera.

Separately, PHQ has
ordered the transfer and
posting of 12 DSP-rank of-
ficers in the interest of ad-
ministration, with immedi-
ate effect.

As per the order, Abdul
Ghafoor has been trans-
ferred from SDPO Saddar
to DSP Railways uP11

6 IPS among 18 
officers shifted

Encounter 
breaks out 
in Kupwara; 
IED defused 
SRINAGAR/JAMMU: An
encounter broke out between
terrorists and security forces
in Kupwara district on Satur-
day, officials said.

However, it is not yet
clear whether it was an infil-
tration attempt, they said.

Alert troops noticed sus-
picious movement along the
LoC in the Jumgund area of
Keran sector in the north
Kashmir district, and chal-
lenged and intercepted the
terrorists early Saturday, the
officials said.

The operation is under-
way, and further details are
awaited, they added.

Meanwhile, uP11

Court awards 
‘life term’ to 
3 persons in
murder case 
SRINAGAR: A court in
Srinagar has sentenced
three people, including a
woman’s husband,
brother-in-law and
mother-in-law, to life im-
prisonment for her mur-
der in 2022, police said on
Saturday.

The court of the Addi-
tional Sessions Judge, Sri-
nagar, convicted Hafeeza
Begum, Parveez Ahmad
Dar alias Bilal, and Shah-
nawaz Ahmad Dar in a
murder case registered at
Batamaloo police station,
a police spokesperson
said. The case was regis-
tered under uP11

n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: Kashmir In-
spector General of Police
(IGP) Sujit Kumar Singh on
Saturday directed all police
stations in the Valley to adopt
modern, technology-driven

and citizen-centric policing.
He was chairing a confer-

ence on 'SMART Policing and
Digital Beat Policing', at-
tended by Range DIGs, Dis-
trict SSPs, Additional SPs,
Zonal SPs, DySPs and SHOs
from across Kashmir uP11

IGP calls for tech-driven, 
people-centric policing

More Schemes, Where Are Results?

Public money does not
have to disappear into
a fraudulent bank ac-
count for citizens to

suffer a loss. It can also be
spent on a facility that never
delivers its intended service,
publicity that does not reach
the people it was meant to
help, or programmes that
continue alongside one an-
other without an effective divi-
sion of responsibilities.

Official audit records il-
lustrate each of these failures.
They identify wasteful expen-
diture on an electronics-test-
ing centre, welfare-awareness
funds used to promote other
schemes, and skill-training
activities continuing despite
an agreed allocation of work
between ministries. These are
documented administrative
failures—not merely objec-
tions to the number of gov-
ernment schemes.  Together,
they raise a larger public-in-
terest question: when govern-
ment finances a department,
separate implementing insti-
tutions and additional pro-
gramme-management struc-
tures, what extra benefit does
each layer deliver to the citi-
zen?

The evidence does not es-
tablish that every au-
tonomous institution or over-
lapping programme is
wasteful. Nor does it provide a
reliable national total of losses
caused by “parallel gover-
nance”. It does, however,
show why scrutiny must go

beyond whether money was
sanctioned and spent.

The public also needs to
know whether the expendi-
ture was necessary—and
whether the promised service
arrived.

Welfare money publi-
cised other schemes
while its intended out-
reach was missed

Another case brings the
consequences closer to vul-
nerable households.

CAG’s performance audit
of the National Social Assis-
tance Programme, Report
No. 10 of 2023, found that
₹2.83 crore earmarked for its
information, education and
communication activities was
diverted to publicity for other
Rural Development Ministry
schemes. 

The work orders men-
tioned PMAY-G and DDU-
GKY, but not NSAP. Auditors
also recorded payment with-
out confirmation that the
publicity work had been exe-
cuted. Consequently, the
planned effort to inform po-
tential NSAP beneficiaries
was not undertaken as envis-
aged. The ministry’s Decem-
ber 2022 response said the
matter had been referred to
its communication division. 

This is not a finding that
₹2.83 crore was stolen, or
that precisely that amount
was deducted from individual
pensions. It is a finding that
an intended public service—
helping potential beneficiar-
ies learn about assistance—
lost its earmarked funding to
another activity.

For a welfare pro-
gramme, information is part
of delivery. Publicity for gov-
ernment generally is not in-
terchangeable with informa-
tion that helps an eligible
person obtain a particular
benefit.

Training continued
across an agreed depart-
mental boundary

Skill development pro-
vides a direct example of
overlapping governmental
work.

CAG’s Report No. 20 of
2025 records a September
2016 decision dividing textile-
sector training responsibili-
ties. PMKVY was to concen-
trate on spinning and
weaving, while the Textiles
Ministry covered handloom,
khadi, knitting and process-
ing.

Yet 1.48 lakh candidates
received PMKVY training in
those latter subsectors be-
tween November 2016 and
February 2022. Samarth
training data had also not
been integrated into the Skill
India Portal at the stage ex-
amined. 

The Skill Development
Ministry disputed that the de-
cision prohibited it from con-
ducting those courses. CAG
maintained that the division
intended to prevent duplica-
tion had not been followed.
The report also records sub-
sequent steps towards con-
vergence. 

The finding does not
prove that these trainees were
fictitious, received no benefit
or were funded twice. It
shows a failure to coordinate
publicly financed efforts.

The question for citizens
is whether money and train-
ing capacity were directed to
unmet needs—or committed
without a sufficiently clear
picture of what another min-
istry was already providing.

Money released for
better governance re-
mained unused

An inspection of NITI
Aayog’s 2023–24 uP11
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Shivang Satya Gupta
Editor-in-Chief

Official audits reveal wasteful projects, misdi-
rected welfare publicity and overlapping training
programmes. The cost to citizens lies not only in

money spent, but also in services delayed,
opportunities lost and responsibility divided.


