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Whether you think
you can or you
think you can’t,

you’re right.
–Henry Ford

NEW DELHI: Any future terrorist
act originating from Pakistan will
draw an even "stronger response",
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
said on Thursday, asserting a deci-
sive shift in India's response with
Operation Sindoor, Balakot
airstrikes and surgical strikes.

These strikes symbolised a
move from diplomatic condemna-
tion to proactive action aimed at
rooting out terrorism by reaching
its very source, he said.

Singh said that since 2014, the
"shelf life" of most terrorists has

fallen to less than a year, with secu-
rity forces neutralising them within
a year of their taking up arms
against India, the defence ministry
said in a statement.

Speaking at a defence conclave
in Delhi, Singh also referred to a re-
cent incident involving a co-pilot
who allegedly attempted to crash a
passenger aircraft, but was fought
off by Captain Smit Machchhar,
who "risked his life to avert a ma-
jor terror attack."

"The incident underscored the
threat posed by lone-wolf attackers

while demonstrating how the
courage and commitment of an in-
dividual could thwart the designs
of those driven by hatred," he said.

"A single alert and courageous
individual could help foil an entire
terrorist plot. The fight against ter-
rorism requires not only the capa-
bilities of security agencies but also
the active participation of aware
and responsible citizens," the min-
ister was quoted as saying in the
statement.

Singh underscored the need for
heightened vigilance and pre-
paredness in an era of hybrid, high-
tech and hyper warfare.

He highlighted the growing
complexity of security threats in
the digital age, identifying what he
described as the '5D security threat'
-- "disinformation, destabilisation,
disruption, deception and destruc-
tion."

Singh said terrorism is evolv-
ing beyond organised groups, and
emerging threats                            uP11

Balakot, surgical strikes, Op Sindoor 
mark shift to ‘proactive action’: DM 
ANY TERRORIST ACT
ORIGINATING FROM
PAK WILL DRAW AN
EVEN ‘STRONGER
RESPONSE

NEW DELHI: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on
Thursday virtually inaugu-
rated five development proj-
ects covering airport infra-
structure and strategic road
connectivity in Ladakh worth
around Rs 3,350 crore.

The projects include a
new passenger terminal at
the Kushok Bakula Rim-
pochee Airport in Leh, built
for Rs 640 crore. Spread over
23,800 square metres, the
modern terminal is designed
to handle 35 lakh passengers
annually, officials said.

It incorporates geother-
mal energy to enhance energy

efficiency and reduce its car-
bon footprint, reflecting the
importance of sustainable in-
frastructure in Ladakh’s eco-
logically sensitive environ-
ment.

Blending modern pas-
senger amenities with ele-
ments of Ladakh's rich cul-
tural heritage, the terminal
will improve passenger con-
venience and strengthen air
connectivity with the rest of
the country, the officials said.

Modi also dedicated to
the nation the 298-km-long
Nimmu-Padum-Darcha
Road, constructed by the
Border Roads Organisation
(BRO).

Connecting Nimmu in
Leh with Darcha in Himachal
Pradesh through the remote
Zanskar Valley, the road pro-
vides an alternative connec-
tivity corridor to Ladakh,
supplementing the Srinagar-
Leh and Manali-Leh high-
ways, an official statement
said. Traversing the challeng-
ing Himalayan                     uP11

Modi unveils 5 major
projects in Ladakh

NEW DELHI: Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on Thursday
said the government is deter-
mined to eliminate the remaining
traces of Naxalism and restore
Bastar as a peaceful and prosper-
ous region.

He said efforts are being
made to improve primary infra-
structure and facilities in Chhattis-
garh, where the Congress rule
had failed to provide even basic
amenities for decades.

Outlining the BJP govern-
ment's efforts to rebuild Bastar
and rehabilitate victims of Left-
Wing Extremism (LWE), Shah
said eliminating Naxalism was
not enough; the government is
also addressing the suffering it
had caused over five decades,
particularly among the region's
poor tribal communities.

Addressing virtually the dis-
tribution ceremony of assistive
devices for Divyangjans, includ-
ing those affected by Naxal vio-
lence, under the ‘Seva Sankalp
Abhiyan’ organised to mark 25
years of Prime Minister Narendra

Modi in public service, Shah said
the end of Naxalism alone would
not erase "five decades of suffer-
ing".

Under the campaign, assis-
tive prosthetic devices are being
provided in Chhattisgarh to make
life easier for tribal persons with
disabilities who have suffered as a
result of Naxal violence, a govern-
ment statement said.

Shah said Naxalism had in-
flicted immense suffering on the
poor tribal communities of Bas-
tar.

Using IEDs to inflict disabili-
ties on innocent civilians in pur-
suit of political objectives was the
gravest violation of                    uP11

Determined to eliminate 
traces of Naxalism: Shah

UNITED NATIONS: India has asked
the UN human rights body when it will
issue a report seeking answers from
Pakistan on steps taken to alleviate its
concerns on the dire situation in Pak-
istan-occupied Jammu & Kashmir
(PoJK), including investigations into
killings and internet restrictions.

First Secretary at the Permanent
Mission of India, Anuj Swarup, deliv-
ered India’s statement at the 81st Ses-
sion of the UNGA Third Committee in
the Interactive Dialogue with the High
Commissioner for Human Rights on
Wednesday.

Swarup referred to detailed state-
ments made by the Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights
(OHCHR) and the High Commissioner
for Human Rights on the PoJK situa-
tion that had called for prompt, thor-
ough and impartial investigations into

killings that occurred at the hands of
the armed forces and security forces.

The statements had also called for
detained leaders of the Joint Awami
Action Committee to have access to le-
gal representation and their families,
and had called for due process and fair
trial.

They had further urged lifting re-
strictions on internet access throughout
Pakistan-occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir, and for meaningful political dia-
logue to address grievances of local
population.

“When can we expect OHCHR to
issue a report on the steps taken by the
Government of Pakistan on this? Pak-
istan would do well to look inwards
and reflect on how such rights are not
being enjoyed in its large part, including
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and for that
matter, in Rawalakot, which          uP11

PoJK human rights concerns: 
India questions UN’s silence

n EARTH NEWS SERVICE 

SRINAGAR: The Lieutenant
Governor, Manoj Sinha congrat-
ulated Jammu Kashmir Police
on the successful completion of
Jashn-e-Dal-2026. In a mes-
sage, the Lieutenant Governor
said that sports is the celebra-
tion of human capability, perse-
verance and collective aspira-
tion. Appreciating the
enthusiasm of the athletes and
the efforts of the Jammu Kash-
mir Police, the Lieutenant Gover-
nor said that sports not only pro-
duce champions but also instil
determination, patience and
courage among young people.

Highlighting the growing
stature of Jashn-e-Dal, the Lieu-
tenant Governor said that the
event has evolved beyond an an-
nual competition into a cher-
ished tradition emotionally con-
nected with the people of
Jammu Kashmir. Over the past

few days, nearly 600 young ath-
letes participated in 20 water-
sports disciplines, including
kayaking, canoeing, rowing,
sculling and the traditional
shikara race, showcasing the re-
gion’s immense sporting poten-
tial and vibrant water-sports
culture.

The Lieutenant Governor
urged athletes to dream without
limits and strive for excellence
with dedication and sincerity.
Referring to the achievements of
sportspersons nurtured through
initiatives of Jammu Kashmir
Police, the Lieutenant Governor
in his message said that young
athletes are inheritors           uP11

Jashn-e-Dal-2026 concludes“Dream big, build drug-free 
society: LG Sinha to youth

n EARTH NEWS SERVICE 

SRINAGAR: The Jammu
and Kashmir Government
has ordered the posting of
Govind Jaiswal, IAS (AG-
MUT: 2007), as Principal
Secretary to the Lieutenant
Governor, with an additional
charge of Chief Executive Of-
ficer (CEO) of the Shri Amar-
nathji Shrine Board (SASB).

According to Govern-
ment Order No. 1649-
JK(GAD) of 2026, issued by
the General Administration
Department (GAD) on
Thursday, Jaiswal, who was
awaiting orders of adjust-
ment in the General Adminis-
tration Department, has
been posted as Principal Sec-

retary to the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha in the in-
terest of administration.

The order further added
that Jaiswal will also hold the
additional charge of Chief
Executive Officer, Shri
Amarnathji Shrine Board,
alongside his existing duties,
until further orders. The or-
der has been issued by the
General                                    uP11

Govind Jaiswal appointed
Principal Secy to LG Sinha

n EARTH NEWS SERVICE 

JAMMU: BJP general secretary
Satish Poonia on Thursday said
dismissed the Jammu and Kashmir
government's argument that the
dual power arrangement had hin-
dered the fulfilment of its promises,
saying its performance should be
judged by results, not such expla-

nations.
Poonia, the BJP in-charge of J-

K here for a high-level party meet-
ing, also dismissed allegations that
the BJP was responsible for the
failure to hold panchayat and local
body elections in Jammu and
Kashmir.

"It is for the government to de-

cide how it wants to explain this,
because it received the mandate,
came to power and made the com-
mitments. How many promises it
fulfilled and how many it failed to
deliver cannot be explained away.
What matters is the outcome and
the results," he told reporters be-
fore the party meeting.               uP11

BJP rejects J-K Govt’s ‘dual power’ claim, 
says results important, not explanations

Poonia credits
party for
Panchayati Raj
polls in J-K

“

Abusive ‘remarks’ by 
IAS Ranjan spark row
n EARTH NEWS SERVICE 

SRINAGAR: Senior IAS officer in
Jammu and Kashmir Kumar Rajeev
Ranjan has courted controversy after
he allegedly used abusive language
against a junior woman officer and
threatened to recommend her dis-
missal from service.

The heated argument, which came
to light through a purported video, took
place between Ranjan and Assistant
Director Beenish Wani, a 2015-batch
JKAS officer, during a review meeting
on Mission YUVA.

Ranjan, a 2010-batch IAS officer
posted as Administrative Secretary
Labour and Employment in J&K gov-
ernment, repeatedly                                uP11

n EARTH NEWS SERVICE 

GANDERBAL: Chief Min-
ister Omar Abdullah on
Thursday reviewed the over-
all development scenario in
Ganderbal district, inaugu-
rated five completed devel-
opment projects worth Rs
16.72 crore and laid founda-

tion stones for two new proj-
ects worth Rs 41.54 crore,
taking the total value of the
projects to Rs 58.26 crore.

The projects include im-
proved road connectivity, a
new school building, a bridge
over the River Jhelum and a
multi-purpose auction plat-

form at the Fruit and Veg-
etable Mandi, Zazuna, aimed
at strengthening public infra-
structure and supporting the
district’s horticulture econ-
omy.

The Chief Minister laid
the foundation stone for the
construction of a                uP11

CM lays foundation for projects 
worth Rs 58.26 Cr in Ganderbal

Reviews ring
road, Sindh
river front,
town hall

“

n EARTH NEWS SERVICE 

SRINAGAR: Strengthen-
ing its engagement with the
industrial and horticulture
sectors, J&K Bank on Thurs-
day organised a customer in-
teraction cum felicitation
meet at Industrial Growth
Centre (IGC), Lassipora.
Held under the theme “Our
Customer—Our Privilege”,
the programme brought to-
gether over 50 representa-
tives of controlled-atmos-
phere (CA) storage
businesses, fruit trade and
other industrial estate activi-
ties. 

The Bank's Chief General
Manager (Credit) Ashutosh
Sareen chaired the interac-
tion in presence of General
Manager & Divisional Head
(Kashmir) Arshad Qadri,
General Manager  Suresh
Kumar Chowdhary, Zonal
Head (Srinagar) Sheikh Mo-
hammad Muzaffar, 

Zonal Head (Pulwama)

Masood Ahmad Lankar,
DGM & Head M&LC (Kash-
mir)  Nuzhat Parveen, Cluster
Heads and other senior offi-
cials. 

The participant cus-
tomers were led by President
of Industrial Estate Lassi-
pora,  Mukhtar Ahmad
Khan; President Jammu
Kashmir Fruits and Vegeta-
bles Processing and Inte-
grated Cold Chain Associa-
tion (JKPICCA) Bashir
Ahmad Naik and President
Fruit Mandi (Pulwama)
Javad Ahmad. 

In his presidential ad-
dress to the participants,

CGM  Ashutosh Sareen reaf-
firmed the Bank’s unwaver-
ing commitment in support-
ing the
Agriculture/Horticulture in-
dustry.

“When you describe
J&K Bank as your own bank,
it places a special responsi-
bility on us to honour that
trust through our service and
support. At Lassipora, sup-
porting industrial growth
also means supporting grow-
ers, strengthening the apple
value chain and sustaining
employment. Our commit-
ment to this shared progress
is unshakable                       uP11

J&K Bank holds customer outreach, 
felicitation programme at Lassipora

NEW DELHI: Union Sci-
ence Minister Jitendra
Singh on Thursday urged in-
dustry to become co-cre-
ators in India's technology
journey and work with re-
searchers from the concep-
tion of projects through de-
velopment, scale-up and
commercialisation.

The minister was ad-
dressing the third edition of
IIT Kanpur's industry-aca-
demia innovation summit
"Samanvay 2026" at Bharat
Mandapam here.

"India has abundant sci-
entific talent, creativity and
innovation capacity, but
translating these strengths
into globally competitive
technologies requires a
larger pool of financial re-
sources and stronger indus-
trial participation.

"I urge the industry to
work with the government
and research institutions to
develop commercially viable
models for investment in

frontier and deep technolo-
gies, including through
greater domestic and inter-
national participation,"
Singh said.

The minister asserted
that the industry must en-
gage with researchers from
the earliest stages of a proj-
ect, helping identify practi-
cal applications, develop vi-
able business models and
take innovations to scale.

Calling for a shift from
conventional collaboration
to co-creation, he urged in-
dustry leaders to help accel-
erate the journey "from lab

to land, from idea to impact,
and from prototype to prod-
uct".

"India is witnessing a
significant transformation
in science and technology,
supported by an enabling
policy environment and a
growing emphasis on fu-
ture-ready initiatives. Un-
like earlier industrial revolu-
tions, in which India
adopted several technolo-
gies after they had advanced
elsewhere, the country now
has an opportunity to partic-
ipate in shaping the next
phase of                                    uP11

Dr Jitendra urges industry to 
co-create India's tech future

NEW DELHI: In a signifi-
cant verdict, the Supreme
Court on Thursday held that
a person who converts to Is-
lam does not, by that act
alone, become a member of
any one of the notified Back-
ward Class communities in
the State.

A bench of Justices
Prashant Kumar Mishra and
Shree Chandrashekhar dis-
missed a plea of the Tamil
Nadu government against
the Madras High Court or-
der and said a person's for-
mer caste or community sta-
tus cannot automatically be
transposed into the Muslim
Backward Class category,
nor can a private religious
body conclusively determine
such statutory entitlement.

"We are of the view that
the impugned G.O. (govern-
ment order) cannot be sus-
tained and has rightly been
quashed by the High Court.
It creates an artificial route
by which a person moves

from a pre-conversion back-
ward social order into a no-
tified Muslim backward
class without establishing
the necessary social and le-
gal link.

"Therefore, the declara-
tion made by the High Court
that the impugned G.O. is
unsustainable in law calls for
no interference," it said.

The top court said that a
person who converts from a
Hindu social order to a non-
Hindu social order cannot
claim affirmative action un-
der Article 16(4) of the Con-
stitution merely on the basis
of the social backwardness
associated with his pre-con-
version status and the back-
wardness suffered in the an-
tecedent social order cannot,
by itself, be carried forward
so as to confer upon him the
status of a backward class in
the religion to which he has
converted. "No statutory
benefit, protection, reserva-
tion or other                         uP11

SC rejects quota claim based 
only on religious conversion 

“


