“We must be will-
ingtogetrid of
the lifewe’ve
planned,soasto
have thelife that
is waiting for us.”

—Joseph Campbell
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Earlyrestoration of Statehood to J&K

will empower elected Govt: (M Omar

Convenes meet to assess progress o

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah on Friday
hoped for an early restoration
of Jammu and Kashmir's
statehood, saying it would
give more powers to the
elected government and en-
able it to fulfil the promises
made to the people during
lastyear's assembly elections.

Talking to reporters in
Kulgam district of south
Kashmir, Abdullah said he
had expected the Centre to
fulfil the promise of state-
hood restoration made to the
people of the Union territory
from the floor of Parliament
and the Supreme Court, but
since that has not happened,
he would continue pressing
forit.

"We are hoping for more
powers and that is why we are
stressing on the (restoration
of) statehood, because thatis a
promise made to the people
of Jammu and Kashmir, and
that promise should be ful-
filled," Abdullah told re-

porters in Kulgam district in
south Kashmir.

"Only the Centre and the
BJP can state the reasons for
keeping Jammu and Kashmir
without statehood. But, we
will not stop trying (to make
efforts)," he added.

Asked about PDP chief
Mehbooba Mufti's reported
conditions that the govern-
ment support her party
MLA's private member bills
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in exchange for backing the
ruling party in the Rajya
Sabha polls, Abdullah said it
is the Speaker who decides
which bill can be brought up
in the assembly and which
not.

"My government will not
become a hurdle in the way of
any such bill that benefits the
people. But neither I nor any
other member of the assem-
bly can dictate to the Speaker

which bill to bring and which
not. There is a procedure to
bring a bill. Whichever bill is
good, we will surely support
those," he said.

Abdullah said one of his
party colleagues has also
come up with a bill on the is-
sue of land grant, and he does
not know whether that would
also come up in the House or
not.

"My colleague » P11
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Gulchain Singh
Charak passes
away at 83

JAMMU: Veteran politician
and former minister from
Jammu region, Gulchain
Singh Charak, passed away
here on Friday after a pro-
longed illness. He was 83.

His demise has been
widely mourned across polit-
ical and social circles, with
leaders recalling his contri-
butions towards the develop-
ment of the region and the
preservation of Dogra her-
itage.

According to family
sources, Charak had been un-
well for some time and
breathed his last in Jammu.

A senior political leader
known for his long associa-
tion with the Congress,
Charak served as a cabinet
minister in the PDP—Con-
gress government P> P11
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LG Sinha arrives in Russia to bring

back sacred relics of Lord Buddha

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: Lieutenant Gov-
ernor of Jammu and Kash-
mir Manoj Sinha on Friday
announced his arrival in
Elista, Kalmykia, Russia, as
part of his official visit to
bring back the sacred relics of
Lord Buddha following a
week-long international ex-
position. The visit marks a
significant moment in India’s
cultural diplomacy and spiri-
tual heritage exchange.

In a post on X (formerly
Twitter), the Office of the
J&K Lieutenant Governor
stated, “Landed in Elista,
Kalmykia, Russia. Looking
forward to paying my obei-
sance to the holy relics of
Lord Buddha and interaction
with Batu Sergeyevich
Khasikov, Head of Republic
of Kalmykia, Head of the
Buddhists of Kalmykia, Sha-
jin Lama of Kalmykia, vener-
able monks and local devo-
tees.”

Earlier, Sinha departed
for Russia, leading an Indian
delegation tasked with bring-
ing back the sacred relics cur-
rently on display at an inter-
national  exhibition in
Kalmykia. The week-long ex-
position, which concludes on

October 18, is being held in
Elista, the capital of Europe’s
only Buddhist-majority re-
gion.

The Kalmyks, descen-
dants of the Oirat Mongols
who migrated from western
Mongolia in the early 17th
century, follow Mahayana
Buddhism. The sacred relics
have been showcased at the
Geden Sheddup Choikorling
Monastery, also known as the
Golden Abode of Shakya-
muni Buddha—a major Ti-
betan Buddhist centre inau-
gurated in 1996.

Sinha expressed his grat-
itude to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for facilitat-
ing the sacred mission. In an-

other post on X, he said,
“Leaving for Kalmykia, Rus-
sia, where I will lead the dele-
gation to bring back holy
relics of Lord Buddha after a
week-long exposition. I sin-
cerely thank Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for this sa-
cred opportunity.”

The exhibition was
jointly organised by the Min-
istry of Culture, the Interna-
tional Buddhist Confedera-
tion (IBC), the National
Museum, and the Indira
Gandhi National Centre for
the Arts (IGNCA). The relics
form part of the Piprahwa
collection housed at the Na-
tional Museum in New Delhi.
Piprahwa, located P> P11

India targets100 pcindigenisation
of defence production: DM Rajnath

NASHIK: Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Friday said
India is determined to achieve
100 per cent domestic defence
production to eliminate
strategic vulnerability caused
by dependence on foreign sup-
pliers. He hailed Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited (HAL) as
the backbone of India’s de-
fence sector and lauded its
round-the-clock support to
the Indian Air Force (IAF)
during Operation Sindoor.
Singh made the remarks
after inaugurating a new man-
ufacturing facility for > P11
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MHAdirects Judicial
probeintoLehviolence

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

LEH: In a major develop-
ment aimed at addressing
public concerns following the
September 24 incident in
Leh, which claimed four lives
and left nearly 90 injured,
the Government of India has
ordered a judicial inquiry to
be conducted by former
Supreme Court Judge, Jus-
tice (Retd.) B.S. Chauhan.
The announcement was
made by Dr Pawan Kotwal,
Chief Secretary of UT
Ladakh, during a press con-
ference in Leh. He was
flanked by Dr. S.D. Singh,

DGP Ladakh.

Dr Kotwal said the in-
quiry, one of the major de-
mands of local community
leaders and civil society
groups, will thoroughly ex-
amine all aspects of the inci-
dent to ensure accountabil-
ity and prevent recurrence.
“The Government of India
has taken serious note of the
demands.

The order for a judicial
inquiry headed by a former
Supreme Court Judge has
been issued. Justice B.S.
Chauhan will chair the com-
mission, assisted by senior
administrative and P> P11

Manchargesheetedforaiding
LeTinterrorplotacrossJ&K

B EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: The National In-
vestigation Agency (NIA) has
filed a chargesheet against a
migrant labourer from Bihar
for allegedly aiding pro-
scribed terrorist organisa-
tions, including Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT), in planning
terror activities in Jammu
and Kashmir and Tamil
Nadu. The move comes as
part of the agency’s ongoing
efforts to dismantle terror
networks operating through
cyber channels across India.

The accused, identified
as Akhalatur alias Mo-
hammed Akhlaque Mujahid,
aresident of Katihar district
in Bihar, has been charged
under Sections 196 and 197
of the Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita (BNS) and Sections

13(1)(b) and 39 of the Unlaw-
ful Activities (Prevention)
Act, 1967. The chargesheet
hasbeen filed before the NIA
Special Court in Poona-
mallee, Chennai.

According to the NIA,
Akhalatur was working as a
labourer at a private con-
struction site in Chengal-
pattu, Tamil Nadu, when he
was arrested by Kayar Police
in April this year for alleged
involvement in anti-national
activities. Investigations re-
vealed that he had estab-
lished contact with Lashkar-
e-Taiba handlers in Pakistan
through cyberspace and had
conspired with them to tar-
get “Kafirs” (non-believers)
in Tamil Nadu.

The accused had also at-
tempted to reach out to ille-
gal arms dealers to P> P11

Police worked shoulder to shoulder with
security forces during Op Sindoor: DG BSF

HYDERABAD: The Direc-
tor General of Border Security
Force, Daljit Singh Chawd-
hary, on Friday lauded the ex-
emplary coordination among
security agencies during ‘Op-
eration Sindoor’, saying that
the police worked shoulder to
shoulder with the armed
forces and central armed po-
lice forces in moments of
great national challenge.
Speaking after reviewing
the passing out parade of the
77th (Regular Recruits) batch
of the Indian Police Service
(IPS) probationers at the Sar-
dar Vallabhbhai Patel Na-
tional Police Academy (SVP-
NPA) here, Chawdhary said
the success of such operations
reflects that the security of the
nation is a shared responsibil-
ity.
"We have seen this in op-
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the police worked shoulder to
shoulder with the armed
forces and the central armed
police forces," he said.

Such coordination is are-
minder that the security of the
nation is not the task of one
institution but a collective ef-
fort, he said.

In those moments, IPS of-

ficers often become the bridge
binding the strength of the
state with the trust of the peo-
ple, ensuring that democracy
survives in its toughest tests,
Chawdhary said.

From preventing and in-
vestigating crime to counter-
ing terrorism, from tackling
narcotics and smuggling to
safeguarding biodiversity and
enforcing socio-economic
laws, the IPS carries a man-
date both vast and wide, the
BSF DG said.

Above all, it calls upon its
officers to uphold integrity of
the highest order, he said.

He called upon the offi-
cers to respect human rights
and remain deeply commit-
ted to the service of the peo-
ple.

"You (IPS officers) are
stepping into the P> P11

JDF walks
out ofties
with Jamaat

SRINAGAR: Less than four
months after three political
parties in Jammu and Kash-
mir announced the formation
of People's Alliance for
Change (PAC), one of its con-
stituents — the Jamaat-e-Is-
lami (JeI) backed Justice and
Development Front (JDF) —
on Friday walked out of the
coalition due to differences in
its "modus operandi.”

The alliance, formed just
afewmonths ago, included
Sajjad Lone's Jammu and
Kashmir People's Confer-
ence, the People's Demo-
cratic Front (PDF) and JDF.

"We wish to announce,
with great mutual respect,
that the Justice and P> P11
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JAMMU: The first 21-
wagon consignment of in-
dustrial salt from Gujarat
reached south Kashmir on
Friday, adding another mile-
stone in freight transporta-
tion for the Jammu Division
of Northern Railway, officials
said.

The train, carrying 1,350
tonnes of industrial salt from
Kharaghoda Goods Shed in
Gujarat, arrived at the Anant-
nag goods shed in Kashmir,
they said.

Senior Divisional Com-
mercial Manager, Jammu
Division, Uchit Singhal said,

Freight train carrying industrial
salt from Gujarat reaches valley

“The Jammu Division of
Northern Railway on Friday
received the first 21-wagon
consignment of industrial
salt from Gujarat at the
Anantnag goods shed in
Kashmir.”

The industrial salt is
mainly used in tanning, pulp,
soap, and brick kiln indus-
tries.

According to officials, the
new mode of transport will
ensure a steady P> P11

PDPslams
Omarfor
slicing quota

SRINAGAR: PDP MLA Wa-
heed Para on Friday said the
Jammu and Kashmir govern-
ment's decision to "slash" the
RBA quotais a "calculated at-
tempt to disempower" Kash-
miris.

The Pulwama legislator
accused Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah of advancing the
"disempowerment agenda"
and asserted that the Resi-
dents of Backward Areas
(RBA) quota safeguards
Kashmiri representation.

"The J&K government's
cabinet sub-committee deci-
sion to slash the RBA quota
under the guise of 'rationali-
sation'is a calculated attempt
to disempower P P11

India no longer remain silent after

terror attac

NEW DELHI: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on Fri-
day asserted that India now
does not remain silent after
terror attacks but hits back
using surgical and air strikes.

Addressing the NDTV
World Summit here, he said
there are several roadblocks
and speed breakers but India
remains "unstoppable".

"India no more remains
silent after terror attacks but
gives befitting reply through
air strikes, surgical strikes
and Operation Sindoor," he
said.

"When wars became
headlines globally, India
proved naysayers wrong by

continuing to march ahead as
fastest growing economy,"
added Modi.

Noting that India is notin
a "mood to stop", he said as
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the world today faces various
roadblocks and speed break-
ers, it is only natural to talk
about an unstoppable India.

"We will neither pause
nor slow down. 140 crore In-
dians will move forward to-
gether with full momentum.

"Today, India has moved
from being among the fragile
five to becoming one of the
world's top five
economies...from chips to
ships, India is self-reliant and
filled with confidence in
every sphere," he said.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi also asserted that while
earlier governments carried
out reforms as P> P11
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